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Johni. 1, 14.—In thebeghining was Ihe word, and the word was
with God. The same was in the beginning with God, and
the word was God. All things were made by him; and with-

out him was not any thing made that was made. In him
was life ; and the life was the light of men. And the light

shineth in darkness ; and the darkness comprehended it

not. There was a man sent from God, whose name was
John. The same came for witness, to bear witness of the

light, that ali men through him might believe. He was not

that light, but was sent to bear witness of that light. That
was the true light which lighteth every man that cometh
into the world. He was in the world, and the world was
made by him, and the world knew him not. He came unto
his own, and his own received him not. But as many as

received him, to them gave he power tQ become ths sons
of God ; even to them that believe on his name : which
were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor
•f the will of man, but of God. And the word was made
flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the
glory as of the only begotten of the Father, ) full of grace
and trutht



IV CONTENTS.

LECTURE II.

HISTORY OF JESUS CHRIST. 31

Isaiah liiit 8—Who shall declare his generation ?

LECTURE III.

HISTORY OF JESUS CHRIST. 41

Haggai ii. 6. 9.—For thus saith the Lord of Hosts. Yet once,

it is a little while, and I will shake the heavens, and the

earth, and the sea, and the dry land ; and I will shake all

nations, and the desire of all nations shall come : and I
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of Hosts. The glory of this latter house shall be greater

than of the former, saith the Lord of Hosts : and in this

place will I give peace, saith the Lord of Hosts.
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Luke i. 11, 20.—And there appeared unto him an angel of
the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense.
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bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John. And
thou shalt have joy and gladness ; and many shall rejoice

at his birth. For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord,
and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink ; and he shall

be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother's

womb. And many of the children of Israel shall he turn

to the Lord their God. And he shall go before him in the

spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers

to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the

just ; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord. And
Zacharias said unto the angel, whereby shall I know this ?

for I am an old man, and my wife well stricken in years.

And the angel answering, said unto him, I am Gabriel,

that stand in the presence of God ; and am sent to speak
unto thee, and to shew thee these glad tidings. And, be-

hold, thou shalt be dumb, and not able to speak, until the
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day that these things shall be performed, because thou be-

lievest not my words, which shall be fulfilled in their season.
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the house of David ; and the virgin's name was Mary. And
the angel came in unto her, and said, hail thou that art high-

ly favored, the Lord is with thee ; blessed art thou among
women. And when she saw him she was troubled at his

saying, and cast in her mind what manner of salutation this

should be. And the angel said unto her, fear not, Mary :

for thou hast found favor with God. And behold, thou
shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shall

call his name Jesus. He shall be great, and shall be called

the son of the highest : and the Lord God shall give unto
him the throne of his father David : and he shall reign

over the house of Jacob forever ; and of his kingdom there

shall be no end.
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Luke ii. 1, 14—And it came to pass in those days, that there
went out a decree from Cxsar Augustus, that all the world
should be taxed, (and this taxing was first made when Cy-
renius was governor of Syria.) And all went to be taxed,
every one into his own city. And Joseph also went up from
Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, unto the
city of David, which is called Bethlehem, (because he was
of the house and lineage of David.) To be taxed with Mary
his espoused wife, being great with child. And so it was,
vvhile they were there, the days were accomplished that she
should be delivered. And she brought forth her first-boru
son, and wrapped him in swaddling-clothes,

, and laid him
in a manger ; because there was no room for them in the
inn. And there were in the same country shepherds abid-
ing in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.
And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the
glory of the Lord shone round about them ; and they were
sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, fear not : for
behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall
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be to all people. For unto you is born this day, in the
city of David, a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And
this shall be a sign unto you : ye shall find the babe wrapped
in swaddling-clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly
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praising God, and sayiag, Glory to God in the highest} and
on earth peace, good will toward men.

LECTURE VII.

HISTORY OF JESUS CHRIST. 8f

Luke ii. 40.—And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit,

filled with wisdom ; and the grace of God was upon him.

LECTURE VIIL

HISTORY OF JESUS CHRIST. 95

Luke ii. 41, 52.—Now his parents went to Jerusalem, every
year at the feast of the passover. And when he was twelve
years old, they went up to Jerusalem after the custom
of the feast. And when they had fulfilled the days,
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Jerusalem ; and Joseph and his mother knew not

of it. But they, supposing him to have been in the com-
pany, went a day's journey, and they sought him among
their kinsfolk and acquaintance. And when they found him
not, they turned back again to Jerusalem seeking him. And
it came to pass, that after three d^ys they found him in

the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hear-

ing them and asking them questions. And all that heard

him were astonished at his understanding and answers. And
when they saw him they were amazed : and his mother
said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us ? Be-

hold, thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing. And
he said unto them, how is it that ye sought me ? wist ye

not that I must be about my father's business ? And they

understand not the saying which he spake unto them. And
he went down with ihem and came to Nazareth, and was
subject unto them ; but his mother kept all these sayings

in her heart. And Jesus increased in \yisdom and stature,

and in favor with God and man.

LECTURE IX.
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Luke iii. 21, 23..—Now when all the people were baptized, U
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came to pass, that Jesus also being baptized, and praying,

the heaven was opened, and the Holy Ghost descended in a

bodily shape, like a dove, upon him, and a voice came from
heaven, which said, thou art my beloved son ; in thee I am
well pleased. And Jesus himself began to be about thirty

years of age, being, (as was supposed) the son of Joseph)

which was the son of Heli.
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Mat. iv. I, 11.—Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into

the wilderness, to be tempted of the Devil. A nd when he

had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterwards an

hungered. And when the tempter came to him he said, if

thou be the son of God, command that these stones be made
bread. But he answered and said, it is written, man shall

rot live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth

outof the mouth of God. And the Devil taketh him up into

the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple,

and sailh unto him, if thou be the Son of God- cast thyself

down : for it is written, he shall give his angels charge con-

cerning thee ; and in their hands they shall bear thee up,

lest at at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. Je-

sus said unto him, it is written again, thou shalt not tempt
the Lord thy God. Again the Devil taketh him up into an
exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the king-

doms of the world, and the glory of them, and saith unto

him, all these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down
and worship me. Then saith Jesus unto him, get thee

hence, Satan : for it is written, thou shalt worship the

Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. Then the

Devil leavethhim, and, behold, angels came and minister-

ed unto him.
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HISTORY OF JESUS CHRIST. 136

Luke iv. 1 3, 32.—And when the Devil had ended all the temp-
tation he departed from him for a season. And Jesus re-

turned in the power of the spirit into Galilee : and there
went out a fame of him through all the region round about.

And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all.

i^rid I.e came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up %
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and, as his custom was, he went into the synagogue on the

Sabbath day, and stood up for to read. And there was de-

livered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias : and,

when he had opened the book, he found the place where
it was written, the spirit of the Lord is upon me, because
be hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor ; he
hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliver-

ance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind,

to set at liberty them that are bruised ; to preach the ac-

ceptable year of the Lord. And he closed the book, and
he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. And the

eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were fasten-

ed on him. And he began to say unto them, this day is

this Scripture fulfilled in your ears. And all bear him
witness, and wondered at the gracious words which pro-

ceeded out of his mouth. And they said, is not this Jo-

seph's son ? And he said unto them, ye will surely say

unto me this proverb, physician, heal thyself: whatsoever
we have heard done in Capernaum, do also here in thy

country. And he said, verily, I say unto you, no pro-

J)het is accepted in his own country. But I tell you of a

truth, many widows were in Israel in the days of Elias,

when the heaven was shut up three years and six months,

when great famine was throughout all the land ; but unto

none of them was Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a city of

Sidon, unto a woman that was a widow. And many lepers

were in Israel in the time of Eliseus the prophet , and

none of them was cleansed, saving Naaman the Syrian.

And all they in the synagogue, when they heard these

things, were filled with wrath, and rose up and thrust him
out of the city, and led him unto the brow of the hill,

whereon their city was built, that they might cast him
down headlong. But he, passing through the midst of

them, went his way, and came down to Capernaum, a city

of Galilee, and taught them on the Sabbath days. And
they were astonished at his doctrine : for his word was
with power.
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Luke iv. 16, 22—And he came to Nazareth, where he had

been brought up : and, as his custom was, he went into

the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up for to

read. And there was delivered unto him the book of the
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prophet Esaias : and, when he had opened the book, he
found tlie place where it was written, the spirit of the Lord
is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gos-
pel to the poor ; he hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted,
to preach deliverance to the captives, and recoveringof sight
to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised; to preach
the acceptable year of the Lord. And he closed the book,
and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. And the

eyes of all iheni that were in the synagogue were fasten-

ed on him. And he began to say unto them, this day is

this Scripture fulfilled in your ears. And all bear him
witness, and wondered at the gracious words which pro-

ceeded out of his mouth.
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Luke iv. 20, 32.—And he closed the book, and he gave it

again to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all

them that were in the synagogue were fastened on him.
And he began to say unto them, this day is this Scripture

fulfilled in your ears. And all bare him witness, and won-
dered at the gracious words which proceeded out of his

mouth. And they said, is not this Joseph's son ? And
he said unto them, ye will surely say unto me this

proverb, physician, heal thyself: whatsoever we have
heard done in Capernaum, do also here in thy country.

And he said, verily, I say unto you, no prophet is

accepted in his own country. But I tell you of a

truth, many widows were in Israel in the days of Elias,

when the heaven was shut up three years and six months,
when great famine was throughout all the land ; but unto

none of them was Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a city of

Sidon, unto a woman that was a widow. And many lepers

were in Israel in the time of Eliseus the prophet ; and
none of them was cleansed, saving Naaman the Syrian.

And all they in the synagogue, when they heard these

things, were filled with wrath, and rose up and thrust him
out of the city, and led him unto the brow of the hill,

whereon their city was built, that they might cast him
down headlong. But he, passing through the midst of
them, went his v/ay, and came down to Capernaum, a city

of Galilee, and taught them on the Sabbath days. And
they were astonished at his doctrine : for his word was
with power.
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darkness saw great light : and to them which sat in the

region and shadow of death light is sprung up. From
that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, repent ; for

the kingdom of heaven is at hand. And Jesus walking

by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called

Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the

sea : for they were fishers. And he saith unto them, fol-

low me, and I will make you fishers of men. And th^y

strait vay left iheir nets, and followed him. And goi ig on
from hence, he saw two other brethren, James the son of

Zebedee, and John his brother, in a ship with Zebedee their

father, mending their nets ; and he called them. And
they immediately left the ship and their father, and fol-

lowed him.
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Luke X. 17, 22.—And the seventy returned again with joy,

saying. Lord, even the devils are subject unto us through
thy name. And he said unto them, I beheld Satan as

lightning fall from heaven. Behold, I give unto you power
to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power
of the enemy ; and nothing shall by any means hurt you.

Notwithstanding, in this rejoice not that the spirits are

subject unto you ; but rather rejoice, because your names
are written in heaven. In that hour Jesus rejoiced in

spirit, and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven
and earth, that thou hast hid these things from the wise
and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes : even
soj Father j for so it seemed good in thy sight. AU things
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are delivered to me of my Father : and no man know-

eth who the Son is, but the Father ; and ^vho the Father

is but the Son, and he to whom the Son will reveal him.
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John ii. 1» 1 1— 'Vnd the third day there was a marriage inr-

Cana of Galilee; and the mother of Jesus was there,

And both Jesus was called, and his disciples, to the

marriage. And when they wanted wine, the mother of

Jesus saith unto him, they have no wine. Jesus saith

unto her, woman, what have I to do with thee ? mine
hour is not yet come. His mother saith unto the ser-

vants, w^hatsoever he saith unto you, doit. And there

were set there sis water-pots of stone, after the manner of

the purifying of the Jews, containing two or three fir-

kins a piece. Jesus saith unto them, fill the water-pots

with water. And they filled them up to the brim. And
he saith unto them, draw out now, and be^i' unto the

governor of the feast. And they bare it. When the

ruler of the feast had tasted the water that was made
wine, and knew not whence it was, (but the servants

which drew the water knew) the governor of the feast

called the bridegroom, and saith unto him, every man at

the beginning doth set forth good wine ; and when men
have well drunk, then that which is worse : but thou hast

kept the good wine until now. This beginning of

miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested

forth his glory ; and his disciples believed on him.
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entered into Simon's house : and Simon's wife's mother
was taken with a great fever ; and they besought him for

her. And he stood over her, and rebuked the fever ; and
it left her. And immediately she arose, and ministered
unto them. Now, when the sun was setting, all they
that had any sick with divers diseases brought them unto
him: and he laid his hands on every one of them, and
healed them. And devils also came out of many, cry-

ing out, and saying, thou art Christ, the Son of God.
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And he, reboking them, suffered them not to speak : for

they knew that he was the Christ. And when it was day-

he departed, and went into a desert pUice ; and the peo-

ple sought him, and came unto him, and stayed him,

that he should not depart from them. And he said unto

them, I must preach the kingdom of Cod to olher cities

also ; for therefore am I sent. And he preached in the

synagogues of Galilee.
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ple those that sold oxen, and sheep, and doves, and the

changers of money, sitting : and when he had made a

scourR;e of small cords, he drove them all out of the

temple, and tlie sheep, and the oxen ; and poured out

the changers' money, and overthrew the tables : and said

unto them that sold doves, take these things hence

;

make not my Father's house an house of merchandize.

And his disciples remembered that it was written, the

zeal of thine house hath eaten me up.
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John ii. 18, 25.—Then answered the Jews, and said unto

him, what sign shewest thou unto us, seeing that thou

doest these things? Jesus answered and said unto them,
destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.

Then said the Jews, forty and six years was this temple

in building, and Avilt thou rear it up in three days ? But
he spake of the temple of his body. When, therefore,

he was risen from the dead, his disciples remembered that

he had said this unto them ; and they believed the Scrip-

ture, and the word which Jesus had said. Now, when
he was in Jerusalem at the passover, in the feast-day,

many believed in his name, when they saw the miracles

•which he did. But Jesus did not commit himself unto
them, because he knew all men : and needed not that

any should testify of man : for he knew what was in

man.
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may chance of wheat, or of some other grain : but

God giveth it a body as it hath pleased him, and to

every seed his own body. All flesh is not the same
flesh : but there is one kind of flesh of men, another

flesh of beasts, another of fishes, and another of birds.

There are also celestial bodies, and bodies terrestrial

:

but the glory of the celestial is one, and the glory of

the terrestrial is another. There is one glory of the

sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory

of the stars ; for one star differeth from another star in

glory. So also is the resurrection of the dead : it is

sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruption : it is

sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory : it is sown in

weakness, it is raised in power : it is sown a natural body,

it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and
there is a spiritual body.
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John iv. 46, 54.—So Jesus came again into Cana of Gali-

lee, where he made water wine. And there was a certain

nobleman, whose son was sick at Capernaum, when he
heard that Jesus was come out of Judea into Galilee he
went unto him, and besought him that he would come
down and heal his son : for he was at the point of
death. Then said Jesus unto him, except ye see signs

and wonders ye will not beiieve. The nobleman saith

i.nto him, sir, come down ere my child die. Jesus saith

unto him, go thy way, thy son liveth. And the man
believed the word that Jesus had spoken unto him,
and he went his wiiy. And as he was now going
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down his servants met him, and told him, saying, thj^

son liveth. Then inquired he of them the hour when
he began to amend. And they said unto him, yesterday
at the seventh hour the fever left him. So the father

knew that it was at the same hour in the which Jesus

said unto him, thy son liveth ; and himself believed,

and his whole house. This is again the second mira-

cle that Jesus did, when he was come out of Judea into

Galilee.
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Mat. viii. 5, 12, and Luke vii. 1, 10—And when Je-

sus was entered into Capernaum, there came unto him
a centurion, beseeching him, and saying, Lord, my
servant lieth at home sick of the palsy, grievously toi'-

mented, and Jesus saith unto him, I will come and heal him.
The centurion answered and said, Lord, I am not wor-
thy that thou shouldest come under my roof: but speak
the word only, and my servant shall be healed. For I

am a man under authority, having soldiers under me,
and I say to this man, go, and hegoeth, and to another,

come, and he cometh ; and to my servant do this, and
he doeth it. When Jesus heard it he marvelled, and
said to them that followed, verily I say unto you, I

have not found so great fitith, no not in Israel. And I

say unto you, that many shall come from the east and
west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and
Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven : but the children of

the kingdom shall be cast into outer darkness : there

shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. And Jesus

said unto the centurion, go thy way, and as thou hast

believed, so be it done unto thee. And his servant was
healed in the self-same hour....Now when he had ended
all his sayings in the audience of the people, he enter-

ed into Capernaum. And a certain centurion's servant,

who was dear unto him, was sick, and ready to die.

And when he heard of Jesus, he sent unio him the

ciders of the Jews, beseeching him that he would
come and heal his servant. And when they came to

Jesus they besought him instantly, saying, that he was
worthy for whom he should do this : for he lovcth

our nation, and he hath built us a synagogue. Theii
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Jesus went with them. And when he was now not far

from the housC) the centurion sent friends to him, say-

ing unto him, Lord, trouble not thyself: for I am not

worthy that thou shouldest enter under my roof: where-

fore neither thought 1 myself worthy to come unto

thee : but say in a word, and my servant shall be heal-

ed. For I also am a mun set under authority, having

under me soldiers ; and 1 say unto one go, and he go-

eth : and to another come, and he cometh ; and to my
servant, do this and he docth it. When Jesus heard

these things he marvelled at him, and turned him
about, and said unto the people that followed him, I

say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no not in

Israel. And they that were sent returniitg lo the house,

found the servant whole that had been sick.

LECTURE XXIII.

HISTORY OF JESUS CHRIST. 342

John vi. 1, 14.—After these things Jesus went over the

sea of Galilee, which is the sea of Tiberias. And a

great multitude followed him, because they saw his

miracles which he did on them that were diseased.

And Jesus went up into a mountain, and there he sat

with his disciples. And the passover, a feast of the

Jews, was nigh. When Jesus then lifted up his eyes,

and savv a great company come unto him, he saith

unto Philip, whence shall we buy bread, that these

may eat ? (And this he said to prove him : for he
himself knew what he would do.) Philip answered
him, two hundred pennyworth of bread is not suffici-

ent for them, that every one of them may take a little.

One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother,

saith unto him, there is a lad here, which hath five

barley loaves, and two small fishes, but what are they
among so many ? And Jesus said, make the men sit

down. Now there was much grass in the place. So
the men sat down, in number about five thousand.
And Jesus took the loaves ; and when he had given
thanks he distributed to the disciples, and the dis-

ciples to them that were set down ; and likewise of
the fishes as much as they would. When they were
filled, he said unto his disciples, gather up the frag-

ments that remain; that nothing; be lost. Therefore
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they gathered them together, and filled twelve baskets

with the fragmeHts of the five barley loaves, which re-

mained over and above unto them that had eaten. Then
those men, when they had seen the miracle that Jesus

did, said, this i« of a truth that prophet tliat should

come into the world.
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LECTURE I.

In the beginning teas the zvord, and the zvord was with

God, and the word was God. The same was in the

beginning zvith God. All things were made by

him i and ivifhout him zvas not any thing made that

was made. In him was life : and the life zvas the

light of men. And the light shineth in darkness ;

and the darkness comprehended it not. There zvas

u man sentfrom God^ zohose name zvas John, The
same camefor a ivitness^ to bear zvitness of the light,

that all men through him might believe. He zvas

not that light, but zvas sent to bear zvitness of that

light. That zvas the true light zvhich lighteth every

man that cometh into the zvorld. He zvas in the

zvorld, and the zvorld zvas made by him, and the

zvorld knezo him not. He came unto his ozvn, and
his oivn received him not. But as many as received

him, to them gave he poiver to become the sons of
God; even to them that believe on his name : zvhich

zvere born, not of blood, nor of tlie zvill of the flesh,

nor of the zvill of man, but of God. And the zvord

zvas made fesh, and dzvelt among us, (and we be-

held his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of
thefather,) full ofgrace and truth. ...Jon-a i. 1...14.

THE idea of a beginning involves that of antece-

dent existence, from which that beginning origin-

voL. IV. a
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ated. The beginning of a man's life implies parentage

;

the being of a tower of a city, necessarily supposes a
pre-existent head to plan, and a hand to execute. The
vast frame of Nature must have had its commencement
from a preceding skill to contrive, and a power to per-

form. The Mosaic account of the Creation is the

only one that sound reason can admit. If God created

the heavens and the earth God was before the heavens

and the earth. Moses the historian, and John the

evangelist carry us back to one and the same era, carry

us up to one and the same all- wise, all-powerful Being.

Nature and Grace issue from the same source and
tend toward the same grand consummation. The pro-

phet and the apostle employ the self-same terms to de-

scribe the same objects. '' He that built all things is

GoD."
It has been remarked that the four Evangelists in-

troduce their great subject in a retrogade series of re-

presentation. Matthew's gospel opens with a display

of the Saviour's humanity, and presents us with his

descent as a man. Mark conveys us back to the age
of prophecy, and *' the beginning of the gospel of Je-

sus Christ the Son of God" is traced up to the predic-

tions of Malachi and Isaiah. Luke the beloved phy-

sician refers us to the Levitical priesthood, to the altar

of incense, and the services of an earthly sanctuary^
*' a shadow of good things to come." But John soars

above all height ; he recurs to the birth of nature, and
ascribes that birth to a pre-existent, omnific Word,
which in " the fulness of time was made flesh, and
dwelt among us." Wq have beheld his glory display-

ed in the ages before the flood, in the persons and pre-

dictions of patriarchs and prophets, by whom *' God
at sundry times and in divers manners spake unto the

fathers." But Moses and Elias have disappeared, the
** voice crying in the wilderness" is heard no more

;

it is lost in a " voice from heaven," saying, " This is

my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased j hearyc
Him."
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We are now therefore to contemplate "him, to whom
all the prophets gave witness," in his own person, doc-

trine, and mighty M^orks ; and, as the order of things

prescribes, our contemplation must commence in what
he was in the beginning, prior to the lapse of time for
*' he is before all things, and by him all things consist."

John, " the disciple whom Jesus loved," long surviv-

ed ths rest of his fellow-disciples. He knew what some
of th«m had written. He lived to see the progress of

the truth as it is in Christ. He saw the divine origin

of Christianity demonstrated by its success, and he be-

came a joyful martyr to the truth which he pub-
lished to the world. A " brother and companion in

tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus
Christ," in common with other saints, he retired into

exile in " the isle that is called Patmos," a cheerful

victim to *' the word of God, and the testimony of Je-

sus Christ." In that sacred retirement, more to be
prized than all the blessings of society, he is visited

with the visions of the Almighty, and becomes the
highly honored minister of unfolding the character,

offices and work of his divine and iDcloved Master,
from the days of eternity to the final consummation,
when He who sitteth upon the throne shall say, " Be-
hold I make all things new." The Gospel according
to St. John, and the Revelation of St. John, may there-
fore be considered as together forming an abstract of
the plan of Providence from the first dawning of light

upon the world of nature, to the perfect day of "the
restitution of all things." And one and the same
agent is represented as the animating principle which
is before all, and through all, and in all.

In the beginnmg. The mind, with all its powers,
loses itself in surveying the works and the ways of
God. I have a dark, indistinct recollection of my first

emersion into thought. I can remember some of the
impressions made, of the sorrows and joys felt, when
I was a little child. Soon after I began to exist, I be-
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gan to perceive that I did exist, but for the knowledge

of all that preceded, I stand indebted to a father's in-

telligence, to a mother's tenderness. They were to

me the beginning of days and the oracles of truth.

Their own pittance of illumination flowed in the same
channel. But there must have been a point when
thought began. There must have been an intelligence

which could communicate the power of comprehension

;

there must have been a spirit which could breathe into

man's nostrils the breath of life ; there must have been

one v^^ithout a beginning, to make a beginning. And
who He was, the Evangelist unfolds.

In the beginning loas the Word. Let us not con-

tend about the import of a Greek term. If our evan-

gelist has not an intention to mislead, but one idea can

be affixed to that term. He is evidently describing

God the creator, in the view of leading us to know and
to acknowledge the Redeemer of mankind as one and

the same with him. " Who was made flesh and dwelt

among us ?" Who " came to his own and his own
received him not?" AVho " was despised and rejected

of men?" The Word that was in the beginning, and
who has revealed himself by a displa}'^ of so many glo-

rious attributes. " Without controversy, great is the

mystery of godliness : God was manifest in the flesh."

Is this proposition to be rejected because it is mysteri-

ous ? For the same reason the system of nature, in

whole, and in all its parts, is to be rejected. All is

mystery ; and all is revelation and discovery, from the

insect too small for sight, swimming in a drop of water,

up to yonder flaming orb, which revolves at an immea-
surable distance over our heads. Is not man a great

mystery to himself? But is he to renounce his being

because he is unable to explain it? Is he to call the

union of matter with mind an absurdity, because their

mutual influence escapes his penetration ? How many
combinations actually exist of which we ha\ e no per-

ception, and which we would pronounce to be mpos-
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sible ! In all the ways and works of tlie Most High,

there is a wonderful mixture of luminousness and ob-

scurity, of minuteness and magnitude, of complexness

and simplicity. And Scripture exhibits the connexion

of extremes similar to that which is apparent in the

world of nature and in the ways of Providence. This
is a presumption at least, if not a proof, that they have

all one original; and who can that original be but the

divine person emphatically called the Word, which
existed in the plenitude of power, wisdom, and good-

ness, "before the world was,'' but of whose pre-ex-

istent state, very general ideas only are communicated.
Indeed none other can be communicated, for when the

mind launches into infinity, it is overw elmed and lost.

If the wisdom which cries, and t" understanding

which puts forth her voice in the vvri .ngs of Solomon,

be the same with the Word which was in the begin-

ning, as a comparison of the two passages will render

highly probable, wc shall have a sublime and interest-

ing idea of this pre-existent state. The evangelist

says.

The word zvas zvith God, as the deliberative, active,

determining principle of the Eternal mind. The wise
man expands the thought, and represents the plans of
eternal wisdom as digesting the framing, arranging,

supporting, governing, redeeming of a world, as in

contemplation. As if admitted into the counsels of

peace, he thus unfolds the purpose of Him who work-
eth all things after his own will, that all should be to

the praise of his glory :
" The Lord possessed me in

the beginning of his way, before his works of old.

I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or
ever the earth was. When there were no depths I was
brought forth ; when there were no fountains abound-
ing with water. Before the mountains were settled

;

before the hills was I brought forth : while as yet he
had not made the earth, nor the fields, nor the highest
part of the dust of the world. When he prepared the

y
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heavens I was there ; when he set a compass upon the

face of the depth ; when he estabhshed tlie clouds

above ; when he strengthened the fountains of the

deep ; when he gave to the sea his decree, that the

waters should not pass his commandment ; when he
appointed the foundations of the earth, then I was by
him, as one brought up with him ; and I was daily

his delight, rejoicing always before him; rejoicing in

the habitable part of his earth ; and my delights were
with the sons of men," Thus was the Word zvith

God from eternity, taking pleasure in the prospect of

the fabric which He was about to rear ; of the creature

whom he was going to frame, and whose nature he
w^s in due time to assume; that he might make the

children of men " partakers of the divine nature," an
Union as mysterious and incomprehensible as that of
soul and body, as that of the persons in the Deity,

and as evidently matter of truth and revelation as these

are.

And the Word was God. Here "the disciple

whom Jesus loved" recognizes in his Master, on
whose bosom he leaned at supper, " all the fulness of
the godhead dwelling bodily." Lest the expression

the JVord zvas with God might be supposed to imply

separation, difference as a man who sojourns loith his

friend is nevertheless a different being from that friend,

the evangelist speaks out fairly, fully, unequivocally,

the truth which he himself beiived, and which he was
divinely inspired to deliver to mankind, that they also

might believe. If St. John be not in these words de-

livering the doctrine of the real and proper Deity of

Jesus Christ, he is either himself laboring under a de-

lusion, or he intentionally means to deceive, or there

is no meaning in language, and consequently no dis-

tinct and safe channel of communication between man
and man.

The same zvas in the beginning zcith God. John
speaks as a prophet as well as an evangelist. Fore-
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seeing that '' false teachers" should arise, "even de-

nying the Lord that bought them," he employs a
clearness, a copiousness, a force of expression on this

momentous point, not to be misunderstood, not to be
slighted, not to be explained away. When a master

charges his servant with a message of peculiar import-

ance, he repeats it again and again, he puts it into every

different form, in order to avoid am.biguity and to pre-

vent mistake. This is evidently the case here. It

must not be made a question, " Of whom speaketh'*

the evangelist thus? " of himself or of some other

man ?" The identity of the person is ascertained be-

yond the reach of doubt. He is the same before time
began its race ; the same who set time a flowing, the

same through every period of duration ; the same un-
der every character and in every condition.

Where is the proof that the Word was God ? All
things zvere made by hi'mj and without him was not

any thing made that was made. Behold the execution

of the eternal plan. The design is copied to an iota.

It is the incommunicable prerogative of Deity to create.

He who creates cannot be himself a creature. By the

Word were all things made, the Word therefore

could not have been made. What God did by the
Word of his power, he did by himself; and " through
faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the

word of God." Mark the universality of this creative

energy ; All things were made by him. The apostle

makes a splendid enumeration of those all things^ in

his epistle to the Colossians, ch. 1. v. 16. *' For by
Him were all things created that are in heaven, and
that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they
be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers

;

^11 things were created by him^and for him." Where-
ever therefore there is created existence, there is om-
nipotent, omnipresent, creating and sustaining virtue

;

and there can be but One Omnipotent, Omnipresent.
"Angels'* are said to "excel in strength," but that
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Strength is imparted, and it is exerted or restrained by

a will not their own ; they " do His commandments,
hearkening unto the voice of his word.'' Man is ca-

pable of doing great things, but his power is limited

to the modification of materials provided to his hand.

Christians are indeed said to be " laborers together

with God," and " workers together with him ;" it is

the highest glory of human nature : but this laboring

and working is not in aid to feebleness, it goes not to

the production of what had no previous being ; it sim-

ply implies the adoption of the same views with God,
and the imitation of his works of goodness and mercy.
The united powers of angels and men are unequal to

the formation of a single atom, for, to the ascription

of the creation of universal nature to the Word, John
subjoins his exclusive title to the character of Creator :

it is a glory which he will not give to any other ;
" with-

out him was not any thing made that was made."
** He spake, and it was done ; he commanded, and it

stood fast." " God said, let there be light, and there

was light." And who but God could thus speal^,

thus produce ?

In Him zvas life. In the vegetable world, life is a

state of expansion, a progress of fructification, a power
of re-production, but all issuing in the decay and dis-

solution of the parent germ. A grain of wheat, in

order to vitality, must itself consume. " That which
thou sowest is not quickened, except it die." It has

not therefore life in itself. It was the divine mandate
which first generated, and which still supports the

wonderful process. " God said, let the earth bring

forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree

yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, upon the

earth, after his kind : and it was so : and God saw-

that it was good." From the same fountain of life

proceeded animal nature :
" All sheep and oxen, yea

and the beasts of the field ; the fowl of the air, and

the fish of the sea, and whatsoever passeth through
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the patlis of the seas." A higher species of life issues

from the self same source. " The Lord God formed

a man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his

nostrils the breath of life ; and man became a living

soul." In all these gradations we behold a vital prin^

ciple, but that principle derived, standing in need of

continual supplies, and hastening to extinction. Here
we are presented with life underived, needing no ex-

ternal support, inextinguishable. " In Him" super-

eminently " was life ;" a life of which man is in a pe-

culiar sense partaker : (Hid the life was the light of men.
*' The light of the body is the eye ;" and a precious

gift it is.
"* Truly the light is sweet, and a pleasant

thing it is for the eyes to behold the sun." But the

faculty of vision, as well as some others, is bestowed
in a higher degree of acuteness on certain of the ani

mal creation, than upon man. He however possesses

a light denied to the beasts that perish. " There is a

spirit in man : and the inspiration of the Almighty
giveth them understanding." *' The spirit of man is

the candle of the Lord," by which he is distinguished

fVom, aad exalted far above the beasts of the earth and
the fowls of heaven. And this " light of men" is the

gift of Him who " has life in himself." " He that

planted the ear, shall he not hear? He that formed the

eye, shall he not see ? He that teacheth man knowledge,

shall not he know?"
,

And the light shineth in darkness. Material light ne-

cessarily dispels ; darkness when the sun rises the sha-

dowsfieeaway. But mental darkness resists the clearest

light. The great source of intellectual day has shined

through every age and upon every land ; but every age

and every land have exhibited men grovelling in

the dark, wilfully shutting their eyes, and then deny-

ing the existence of light. The history of mankind is

a melancholy demonstration of this, " and this is the

condemnation, that light is come into the world, and
men loved darkness rather than light, because their

VO'L. IV. r
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deeds were evil, for every one that doeth evil hateth

the light, neither comcth to the light, lest his deeds
should be reproved." It is a corrupted heart that dis-

turbs and misleads the intellect. " If, therefore," O
man, " the light that is in thee be darkness, how great

is that darkness !" On whom does this censure fall?

On the ruder nations, and the grosser periods of ignor-

ance and barbarism ? Yes, and likewise on periods of
illumination and refinement, on nations who, in the

pride of their heart, appropriated all wisdom to them-
selves, and stigmatized the rest of mankind with the

name of Bai^barian : it falls on the boasted ages of

Alexander and of Augustus, on learned Athens and
imperial Rome. Of them it is that the apostle Paul
thus writes : " When they knew God, they glorified

him not as God, neither were thankful, but became
vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was
darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they be-

came fools ; and changed the glory of the uncorrupti-

ble God into an image made like* corrubtible man, and
to birds, and four-footed beasts, and creeping things.

Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and wor-
shipped and served the creature more than the Creator.**

This accounts for that earnestness of exhortation em-
ployed by the same apostle in his epistle to the Ephe-
sians : " This I say and testify in the Lord, that ye
henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the

vanity of their mind, having the understanding dark-

ened, being alienated from the life of God, through
the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness

of their heart ; who, being past feeling, have given

themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work all un-

cleanness with greediness." Thus though the Light

of the looj'ld shone, and still shineth, the darkness

comprehended it not. On whom does the censure fall?

On Pagans of ages past, and on Pagans now " v/alk-

ing in darkness, and dwelling in the land of the shadow
of death ;" on unbelieving Jews, and the blinded pos-

terity of Ishmael ? Alas !
" darkness still covers earth'^
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of lands denominated Christian, *' and gross darkness

the people" who bear that venerable name. What
grievous ignorance have we to deplore ! what impu-
dent infidelity, what abounding iniquity, what horrid

profanation of the name, of the day, of the book of

God! '*Sunof righteousness arise" on these sinful lands

*' with healing in thy wings," "deliver us from the power
of darkness," that we may be " light in the Lord."
The evangelist having displayed the glory of the

Word, as the source of all being, whether material,

animal, or inteUigent, adverts to the mission of John

Baptist, his immediate forerunner, " the voice crying

in the wilderness, prepare ye the way of the Lord,

make straight in the desert a high-way for our God ;"

the finger pointing to " the Lamb of God, which tak-

ethaway the sin of the world." Paying all due honor

to that " burning and shining light" which came in

the spirit and power of Elias, he represents him as

merely the harbinger of the Light, the true Light,

zvliich lighteth every man that comefk into the world.

John Baptist came for a tvitnesSy and he faithfully de-

livered his testimony :
" He that cometh after me is

preferred before me ; for he Vv'as before me ; whose
shoes latchet I am not worthy to unloose: He must
increase, but I must decrease," as the morning star
*' hides his diminished head" when the great orb of

day appears.
'* Through faith we understand that the worlds were

framed by the Word of God," but " the world by
wisdom knew not God." He zoas in the zvorld through

the whole extent of its duration, as the all-upholding

Word, the all-regulating power, but the men of the

world, even " the wise and prudent" discerned him
not, acknowledged him not, adored him not. " The
fulness of time'' at length came. The Scriptures

were fulfilled; the day which " Abraham rejoiced to

see" began to dawn; the '* Star out of Jacob'' arose.

Surely man will fall down and worship him. They
surely, at least, to whom pertaineth the adoption, and
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the glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the

law, and the service of God, and the promises, whose
are the fathers, and of whom, as concerning die flesh,

Christ came," they surely will flock to " the bright-

ness of his rising." This is a reasonable expectation,

but it was not realized. The melancholy fact is, He
came unto his ow?i, and his oion received him not^ and
the prediction is verified by the event; " When we
shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire

him : He is despised and rejected of men :" they "hid
their faces from him ; he was despised, and they

esteemed him not."

This carries us forward, with our evangelist, to the

great, the eventful day when the Word icms madejiesh

and dwelt among us. The Scripture term flesh, it is

well known means ?;m«, human nature, the human
race. Thus in describing the universality of human
degeneracy it is said, '* All Jlesh had corrupted their

ways." Thus, in confidence of divine protection, the

psalmist exultingly exclaims, " I will not fear what
Jiesh can do unto me." Andi,he prophet, viewing the

redemption of mankind as co-extensive with mortality,

while he declares that '''
d\\ flesh is grass," triumphs

in the thought that " all Jiesh should see the salvation

of God." To these, innumerable instances might be
added to prove that the evangelist, when he says " the

Word was made fesh" means to convey this idea,

that the AVoiiD, all-creating, all vivifying, all-illumi-

nating, assumed humanity, " was in the world," ta-

bernacled among men, emitted a sensible glory, " as

of the only- begotten of the Father, full of grace and
truth." '* Verily he took not on him the nature -of

angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham;"
*' as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he
also himself likewise took part of the same ;" " in ail

things it behoved him to be made liK.e unto his bre-

thren;" " for which cause he is not ashamed to call

them brethren."

And thus, men and brethren, we perceive one and
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the same animating principle calling worlds Into ex-

istence, peopling them with angels and men, commu-
nicating intelligence, exercising unbounded empire;

and making himself of no reputation, in the form of a

servant, in the likeness of men, and being found in

fashion as a man, humbling himself to a mean estate,

to the suffering of reproach and contempt, becoming
" obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.'*

To what meanness of condition ought not we his dis-

ciples, therefore, cheerfully to submit? "For our

sakes he became poor," and shall we be ashamed of

honest poverty ? Did he go by the name of " the car-

penter's son," and dare a christian ostentatiously to

display the heraldry of his ancestors, or to blush at

what the world calls low birth? " He hath not despised

nor abhorred the affliction of the afflicted, nor hid his

face from him when he cried," and can one called by
his name, turn a deaf ear to the cry of distress, or hide

his face from a poor brother ? We cannot like him say,

"Let there be light;" "Lazarus come forth;" we
cannot like him walk on water, or silence the wind;
we cannot like him give eyes to the blind, or speech to

the dumb. But v/e may with him be "meek and
lowly in heart," merciful and compassionate, forbear-

ing and forgiving : we can go about doing good, and
ministering to the necessitous. We cannot attain to

the height of his divine excellence and perfection, but
we may with him descend to the lowliest offices of be-

neficence and condescension ! we may learn of him to
" overcome evil with good."
On the other hand, to what height of elevation may

not the christian aspire ? Let not the idea of temporal
elevation seduce you. Think not of " the kingdoms
of this world and the glory of them," which perish

with the using. Christ's " kingdom is not of this

world." Let not the blind ambition of the sons of

Zebedee suggest a dream of right and left hand places

by the side of an earthly throne. Beit your studv and
ambition to " have this mind in you which ali>o was in
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Christ Jesus.'* Let the avarice of the worldly mind
accumulate bag upon bag, add house to house, field to

field, but let a nobler avarice excite you, the disciples

of the blessed Jesus, to " add to your faith, virtue

;

and to virtue, knowledge ; and to knowledge, temper-

ance ; and to temperance, patience ; and to patience,

godliness ; and to godliness, brotherly kindness ; and
to brotherly kindness, charity." These are the titles,

the stars and the ribbons in the kingdom of heaven,

and " if these things be in you, and abound, they make
you that you shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in

the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ." Let the

spirit of adventure and science discover unknown re-

gions and nations on the globe, and new planets in the

firmament of heaven ; be it your concern, christian,

your study, your employment, to contemplate, through

the glass of promise^ " new heavens and a new earth,

wherein dwelleth righteousness." Suffer the man of

the world to enjoy his triumph ; suffer him to outstrip

his rival, to ru.n down his enemy ; be thine the more
glorious triumph to promote a rival, to spare an adver-

sary, as knowing that " He who is slow to anger is

better than the mighty : and he that ruleth his spirit

than he that taketh a city."

Such, disciple of Jesus, be thy holy aspirations,

such thy pride and ambition ; and may such be thy

blessed attainments even in time : thought is lost in

contemplating " the glory that is to follow." The
beloved disciple shall declare it, in the sublimity of his

own conception and expression, or rather in the idea

and diction with Avhich the Holy Spirit supplied his

pen :
*' Behold, what manner of love the Father hath

bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of

God ! therefore the world knoweth us not, because it

knew him not. Beloved, now are we the sons of God

;

and it doth not yet appear what we shall be : but we

jj^now that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him

;

for we shall see him as he is. And every man that hath

this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure."
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Who shall declare his generalion..,.Is.mak liii...8.

THE history of countries generally commences with

a geographical account of their situation and ex-

tent ; of the climate and soil ; of the names and the

reason of imposing such names ; of the era and the

means of discovery ; of the original inhabitants, and of

other circumstances tending either to communic<)tc

useful information or to gratify curiosity. The bio-

grapher, in like manner, in delineating the life of his

prince, statesman, hero or philosopher, usually begins

with tracing his pedigree and parentage, and enables

the reader to form some acquaintance with his ancestors,

in order to introduce the personage himself with greater

advantage and effect. But both the general historian

and the biographer quickly lose themselves in research.

The origin of no nation or individual can be traced up
to its source. The light becomes fainter and fainter

as we proceed, the object is rendered more obscure

and uncertain, till time at length spreads his sable man-
tle over it, and we behold it no more. AVho then shall

declare A zV generation, who "was in the beginning

with God, b}- whom all things were made, and without

whom was not any thing made that is made."
We arc advancing, men and brethren, upon holy

ground ; ground sacred as Eden's blissful plains, as

the region which surrounded the bush that burned with
fire, as Sinai's awful summit. Bore aloft on the pin-

ions of the celestial dove, we are aiming a bold, ad-

venturous flight into the heaven of heavens, to expatiate



32 HISTOBY 01: LECT. II,

through the boundless regions of eternity, to contem-

plate objects which " angels desire to look into" to

search into the " great mystery of godliness,'' to lose

ourselves in seeking *' to know the love of Christ

which passeth knowledge."

We are going to attempt a delineation of the life and
history of Jesus Christ, the Saviour of men. My
heart fails at the thought of the task which I have un-

dertaken ; my tongue cleaves to the roof of my mouth.
Spirit of grace, establish my heart....

" O thou my voice inspire,

" Who touch'd Isaiah's hallow'd lips with fire I"

The question of the prophet which has now been

read, and which suggested the idea that we mean to

pursue through this lecture, is interwoven with a varie-

ty of pointed and striking predictions which, whether

taken separately or in their combination, can apply only

to one person ; and who that person is, no doubt can

possibly be entertained when we consider, that this is

the very passage of Scripture to \vhich Philip the evan-

gelist was providentially directed, as a text for "preach-

ing Jesus," to the Ethiopian eunuch. I shall not em-
ploy any part of your time in detailing the various

opinions which have been entertained respecting the

meaning of the passage in general, or the precise im-

port of the term " generation" in particular. The
question appears simply to be a bold defiance given to

all created wisdom to investigate, to unfold the gene-

ration, the origin, the essence of that wonderful person

concerning whom such singular circumstances and
events are predicted ; it amounts to a strong and posi-

tive affirmation that it is impossible to declare Him as

he is, to trace his existence through the successive pe-

riods of duration up to its commencement, as you may
do that of a mere man from the moment of his birth,

or through a series of ancestors. What, in this view,

is the obvious doctrine of the text ? That the genera-

tion of Him who the spirit of prophecy, and the cor-
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responding history represent as an innocent, patient,

vicarious sufferer, extends beyond the sphere of cre-

ated nature, eludes pursuit, spreads the glory of eter-

nity around it, and conceals it from mortal eyes. It is

worthy of remark, that the genealogy of our blessed

Lord's humanity is more clear, and distinct, and ex-

tended, than that of anj' other person. Two several

evangelists have declared it, pursuing it through two
different, but parallel channels, up to Abraham, and
from him up to the common £ither of the human race.

In this respect, therefore, '* the Spirit himself helpeth

our infirmity;" and he who by the mouth of Isaiah,

seems to forbid and defy all inquiry, by the pen of

Matthew and Luke, makes a clear and full discovery,

and enables us to trace the pedigree: of Jesus Christ,

like that of any other man. It is the peculiar privilege

of the sacred volume to unfold the real history of human
nature, of the globe, of the universe, to follow nature

up to the hour of her birth, to declare " the generations

of the heavens and of the earth when they were created;

in the day that the Lord God made the earth and the

heavens ;" to exhibit the first man Adam in the plas-

tic hands of the Creator, springing out of the dust of

the ground, and, inspired with the breath of life, be-

coming *' a living soul." The same inspired volume
represents to our attention one person, and one event,

as of peculiar importance ; as pervading, influencing,

and affecting the whole course of nature and Provi-

dence ; as contemporary with every generation of men;
as looked unto, and lojiged for by successive ages. In
order that the truth of God might be fully justified, and
have its complete effect, the relation in which this il-

lustrious person stood to those who had received the

promises of his coming, is distinctly ascertained and
minutely described ; so that at every period of the world
we can say, lo He is here, and \o He is there. But the

inspired volume likewise represents him as btfore all

and above all. If therefore this book be a Revelation

VOL. IV. D
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from heaven, it must contain real and important truth,

and that truth clothed in plain, simple, and intelligible

language ; we must perceive, of consequence, in the
*' man of sorrows and acquainted with grief," a per-

son whose generation no one is able to declare, who is

** before all and by whom all things do consist :"

whom all the angels of God are commanded to wor-
ship, " the heir of all things," by whom the worlds
were made and are upheld, whose *' throne is forever

and ever ;" in one word Christ Jesus, " who is over
all. God blessed forever."

You are well aware that the doctrine, which we wish
to establish, is in the present day violently opposed ;

and while it is maintained in this place, it may be per-

haps in the next street the subject of profane mirth, or

of serious argumentation. ...Thinking as M'e do, we
will not enter the lists of controversy. We will not

employ your time, nor endeavor to enlist your passions,

by running down one name, party or opinion, and ex-
alting another ; but will simply and humbly, though at

the same time, firmly and unreservedly, propose for

your instruction and improvement, what appears to be
the meaning and object of Scripture : and, considering

the divinity of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ as

the first leading object of all Revelation, we will uni-

formly bring it forward in every discourse. If there-

fore these exercises are at all frequented, or attended

unto, it will be by such as expect, and are well

pleased, to hear of the great Mediator between God
and man, the Man Christ Jesus, in his original, ever-

lasting, unchanging glory, and in his humiliation, as

the son of man, to the form of a servant, to the death

of the cross, a propitiation for sin. To this, we trust,

not unknown God, onr altar is erected, and dedicated,

and on it we would again present our whole selves a

living sacrifice unto the one true God, and '* our Sa-

viour Jesus Christ ; to whom be glory forever and
ever."



lECT. II. JESUS CHI'kIST. 55

*' Who shall declare his generation?" Incapable

thou art, O man, to trace back the short and slender

thread of thy own existence and descent. Thou may-
est have some faint recollection of weak and dependent

childhood ; of a father's early care, and of a mother's

tenderness ; of the amusements, the companions, the

solicitudes, the sorrows and joys of thy boyish days.

But ail beyond is a blank ; to thee creation begem a

few years ago ; the second or third, at most, of thy

own immediate progenitors, is blended with the men
who lived beyond the flood. We are ignorant of and
unknown to each other. How much more so ure the

men of distant nations and of times more remote ? But
family tradition, national record, the inspired page can
supply the want of personal knowledge, can carry us
back to departed forefathers, and bring them down to

us. But what recollection, what tradition, what record,

can carry us beyond the birth of nature, can convey us
to a state of existence previous to the lapse of time ?

Now the person of whom the prophet speaks, as we
saw in the preceding lecture, is the Word who spake
all things into existence, who built the world, who
spread the flood, who set time a flowing, who " breath-

ed into man's nostrir3 the breath of life." Who then

of the sons of men, which of the angels of God
shall declare the generation of Him who made them
what they are, who placed them in their stations, who
prescribed to them bounds which they cannot pass ?

The slightest detail of nature, O man, presents a mys-
tery which thou canst not solve, a world which thou
canst not comprehend unto perfection. That seed

cast into the ground cannot be " quickened except it

die ;" canst thou declare the generation of this insect,

to day a butter.fly, yesterday a moth, the third day a

mere lifeless incrustation, and presumest thou to ex-
plain the great mystery of godliness, " God made ma-
nifest in the flesh ;" at so many different times, in such
divers manners made known unto the Fathers by the
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prophets ; and in these last days unveiled to us in the

person of the Son, the brightness of his Father's glory

and the express image of his person ? We repeat the

question, understandest thou, and art thou able to

•unfold, the union that exists in thy own frame, be-

tween the clay tabernacle and the immortal mind;
earth and heaven blended in thine own person ? And
shall ** it be thought a thing incredible," that He who,
in the uninterrupted course of his providence, produces
this union which every one is conscious of existing,

though no one is capable of explaining, should form
other combinations, unite other natures, to declare his

power and manifest his glory? Wherefore should " it

be thought a thing incredible," that He who unites

himself to every one of us, through the medium of

reason and conscience, for carrying on the plan of na-

ture, should have united humanity to himself in the

person of the Redeemer, in a manner still more in-

comprehensible, for perfecting the plan of redemption?
Shall I reject as untrue or absurd whatever I do not

clearly understand or am unable perfectly to explain ?

The consciousness which I have of my own being

must be renounced then among the first, and every

thing within and around us must be reduced to dark-

ness, doubt and uncertainty.

Blessed Jesus, we cannot declare thy generation,

and would not be wise above what is written, but we
adore in silent wonder, we rejoice that *' the AV^ord was
made flesh and dwelt among us," and that men " be-

held his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the

Father, fiill of grace and truth." We rejoice that

what wc know not now we shall know hereafter. Suf-

fice it now that " vve see Jesus, who was made a little

lower than the angels, for the suffering of death crown-
ed with glory and honor, that he by the grace of God
should taste death for every man :" that " it became
him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all

things in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the



i.ECT. II. JESUS CHRIST. 3*7

Captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings."

We can form no conception of a state pre-existent to

this frame of nature, for imagination itself must draw
its ideas from reality ; and to give scope to a faculty so

fantastical, in treating a subject of such high moment,
were presumptuous and profane. Let us reply then

to the prophet's challenge, with the modesty and hu-

mility becoming creatures so ignorant, so limited, and

so imperfect. We presume not to explore the records

of eternity, to pry into the counsels of peace, to mea-
sure the infinite Jehovah, his nature, his decrees, his

operations, by the contracted line of Qur finite under-

standing ; but, taking Scripture for our instructor and
guide, w^e will with reverence and joy contemplate the

manifestation of the Son of God in the likeness of

man, the mystery of the incarnation, his generation as

one of our brethren. In the next lecture therefore, if

God permit, we will endeavor to lead your attention to

some of the remarkable circumstances which immedi-
ately preceded the birth of our Lord and Saviour Je-

sus Christ, and which give celebrity and notoriety to

that illustrious event, and mark the interest which eter-

nal Providence took in it, and the importance thereby

stamped upon it to every serious and reflecting mind.
We conclude at present, with suggesting, from

what has been said, and from every view which is given

us in Scripture of the person of the Saviour, that there

is spread around it at once an effulgence that dazzles

and repels, and a mildness and simplicity which com-
poses and attracts. Is he spoken of as a man, we are

sent to Bethlehem to behold a babe wrapped in swad-
dling clothes, to Nazareth to converse with the carpen-

ter's son, to Cana of Galilee to join with him in the in-

nocent festivity of a marriage solemnity, to Bethany to

witness the endearments of private friendship, to Geth-
semane to sympathize with the agonizing mourner, to

scenes such as daily occur in human life ; but we are

never left long to consider a mere man in situations
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4md employments like our own, a man of like passions
with ourselves ; the glory of the Lord arises, the Son
of God stands confessed, a generation not to be declar-

ed, a power that nothing can resist, at which devils

tremble, vrhich winds and seas obey, to which death
and the grave are subservient. He speaks as never
man spake, legions of angels are continually on the

wing to minister unto him....Prophecy and history re-

present him in the self same lights, in alternate humi-
liation and majesty, obscurity and splendor. What a

contrast does the description of our prophet present ?
** For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given,

anci the government shall be upon his shoulder ; and
his name shall be called Wonderful Counsellor, The
mighty God; The everlasting Father, The Prince of
Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace
there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and
upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with
judgment and with justice, from henceforth even for

ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform
this." The progress of his history, in every particu-

lar stage of it, will elucidate the same observation,

and therefore it shall not now be farther prosecuted.

Again, this subject seems much calculated to cor-

rect the prejudices which prevail among men in the

matter of pedigree. There is in reality no such thing

as mean and high birth : or if there be a distinction,

to be born perfect in every limb and feature, with a
sound and vigorous constitution, with a mind com-
plete in all its faculties, this is to be nobly born ; as,

on the contrary, to come into the vvorld diseased and
debilitated, with a constitution undermined and de-

stroyed by the vice of parents, is to have the disad-

vantage of being meanly born ; a distinction which,

if founded in reason, truth, and justice, leaves the

great, in general, little to glory in, and the poor little

at which to repine. Have we not all one father ?

What genealogy is pure from every stain of infirmity,
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folly or vice? Is it any diminution of our Saviour's

dignity, any impeachment of his perfect purity, or

any imputation on his great public character, that in

the roll of his ancestry after the flesh, we find the name
of Rahab the harlot, and of her who had been the wife

of Uriah, and tliat he was brought up under the roof,

perhaps to the occupation, of an obscure craftsman ?

Virtue and vice are personal not hereditary, and noth-

ing but vice is a just ground of shame. Shall I call

myself a disciple of Jesus then, and think it a reproach

to be called a carpenter's son, despised because I am a

Galilean, lightly esteemed because my parents were
poor and ignoble, because a paltry monosyllable intro-

duces not my name ? Real worth ennobles itself inde-

pendent of the breath of kings, it draws obscure pro-

genitors into light, and leaves a fair and honorable in-

heritance to posterity.... in a bright example, and a re-

spectable name.
Once more, whatever may be our pretensions, or

our want of pretension as citizens of this world, we
have all equal right and encouragement to aspire after

the title and the spirit, and the privileges of the sons of

God. He whose generation cannot be declared, is

not ashamed to call the humblest of you, brethren.

The end of his coming into the world, of his humb-
ling himself to death, of shedding his blood, was to

make you "kings and priests unto God and his Fa-
ther." What he is by eternal generation, that he is

making you by redemption, by the spirit of adoption,

by the hope of glory to be revealed. Support the ho-
nor of your heavenly Father's name, prove your rela-

tion, preserve unclouded your prospects. You are

now in a state of depression, " in heaviness through
manifold temptations," your title lies dormant, your
possession is at a distance, but *' your life is hid with
Christ in God, and when he shall appear, you shall

appear with him in glory. Beloved, now are we the

sons of Gt>d, and it doth not yet appear what we shall
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be, but when He shall appear wc shall be like him,

for we shall see him as he is." " Fear not," then,
*' little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure

to give you the kingdom." '* Ye are a chosen ge-

neration, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a pecu-

liar people ; that ye should shew forth the praises of

him who hath called you out of darkness into his mar-

vellous light."
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For thus saith tlie Lord of hosts. Yet once, it is a lit.

tie while, and I zvill shake the heavens, and the

earth, and the sea, and the dry land ; and I zvill

shake all nations, and the desire oj all nations shall

come: And I will Jill this house with glory , saith

the Lord of hosts. The silver is mine, and the gold
is mine, saith the Lord of hosts. The glojy of this

latter house shall be greater than of the former,
saith the Lord of hosts : And in this place will I
give peace, saith the Lord of hosts. ...Haggai xi.

THE great Lord of nature demonstrates his exist-

ence and divine perfection, in the original forma-

tion, and in the constant preservation of all things.
** He spake and it was done, he commanded and it

stood fast." He upholdeth all " by the word of his

power." The continual support of the universe has

accordingly, with the utmost propriety, been repre-

sented as creation every instant repeated. In a system
which is all life and motion, power almighty, and at-

tention um^mitting, must ever be exerted to maintain

life, to carry on motion, to preserve harmony. Every
being is subjected to the peculiar hw of its own na-'

ture ; and the great zvhole is governed by general laws.

Unity, simplicity, multitude variety, strike the eye of

every attentive beholder ; every individual presents a

little world apart, and the vast combination of individ-

uals forms but one world , animated by one vital principle.

But Jehovah makes himself known to his intelligent

creatures not only in the stated order and -harmony of

VOL. IV. £
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his works, but in the occasional and temporary inter-

ruption of that order, and in deviation from that har-

mony. The powers of earth and heaven are shaken ;

the sun is turned into darkness, and the stars withdraw
their light ; the barrier which restrained the ocean is

removed, the windows of heaven are opened, and the

earth is overflowed. The rain that falls on Sodom be-

comes a fiery tide ; the flame of Nebuchadnezzar's
fiery furnace is rendered harmless air ; the hungry lion

licks the prophet's feet. The glaring excentric comet,
the wandering, planet, and the fixed star, all, all refer

us to one original, to one moving, restraining, direct-

ing, supporting cause
Neither, however, the regular observance, nor the

occasional suspension of the laws of nature are mere
wanton displays of power, to amuse the curious, [to

alarm the fearful, or to confound the proud. Every-

word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God, and
every act of omnipotence have an important meaning
and design. The end at which the Ruler of the world
still aims, is the manifestation of his own glory in pro-

moting the wisdom and happiness of his creatures.

The prophet, in the passage of the sacred volume
\\'hich has now been read, is evidently referring to some
signal display of the divine glory. We behold univer-

sal commotion raised and settled by the same power ';

heaven and earth, the sea and the dry land, and all the
kindreds of the nations shaken together. Universal

attention is excited, universal expectation is raised,

and that expectation is completely gratified, by the ap-

pearance of " the desire of all nations ;" by the resto-

ration of peace to a troubled world ; by a lustre be-

stowed on the second temple which should eclipse the

glory of the first. Now the expression, " the glory

of this latter house shall be greater than the former,

saith the Lord of hosts," enables us to fix the period,

and to discover the person here described. Haggai
lived and prophesied after the Babylonish captivity,
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and the immediate object of his prophecy was to urge

his restored countrymen to industry and perseverance,

in the work of rebuilding the temple of the Lord. And
as tlie most powerful and encouraging of all motives,

he is commissioned to assure them, that the period fast

approached when the fabric which they were then rear-

ing should be invested with much greater honor, than

that of Solomon and all his glory ever possessed. But
if this were not meant of temporal si)lendor merely, th(?

fact contradicts it ; for from Ezra we learn, that, in this

respect, the former temple was far superior to the lat-

ter ;
" many of the priests and Levites, and chief of the

fathers who were ancient men that had seen the first

house, when the foundation of this house was laid be-

fore their eyes, wept with a loud voice ;" so mortifying

was the comparison. Our prophet himself holds the

same language, ch. ii. 3. " Who is left among you that

saw this house in her first glory ? and how do you see it

now ? is it not in your eyes in comparison of it as noth-

ing?" We must look therefore for a difterent kind of

glory, to explain and confirm the prediction ; and it is

impossible to be at a loss about an interpretation, when
we consider wherein the real glory of the second temple

consisted. Not in being filled, and overlaid with silver

and gold, for these are spoken of as comparatively vile

and contemptible. " The silver is mine, and the gold is

mine, saith the Lord of hosts," a claim exactly in the

same spirit with that made in the fiftieth Psalm. " Hear,

O my people, and I v/ill speak : O Israel, and I will tes-

tify against thee : I am God, even thy God. I will not

reprove thee for thy sacrifices, or thy burnt-offerings, to

have been continually before me. I will take no bullock

out of thy house, nor he-goats out of thy folds : for

every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle upon a

thousand hills. I know all the fowls of the mountains ;

and the wild beasts of the field are mine. If J were
hungry, I would not tell thee ; for the world is mine,
and the fulness thereof. Will I eat the flesh of bulls.
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or drink the blood of goats ? Offer unto God thanks-

giving ; and pay thy vows unto the most High." *' Le-
banon is not sufficient to burn, nor the beasts thereof

sufficient for a burnt-offering." But when *' sacrifice

and offering thou didst not desire, when burnt-offering

and sin-offering were not required, then said I, lo, I

come, I delight to do thy will, O my God." This,

christians, like the star which conducted the wise men
of the east, leads us directly to the Saviour of the world.

Would you behold the superior glory of the latter tem-
ple, look to Simeon visiting it, looking and longing for

the consolation of Israel ; behold him with the babe in

his arms, exulting with joy unspeakable and full of

glory, in having seen the salvation of God. Look to

Jesus at the age of twelve years " sitting in the temple

in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them and ask-

ing them questions," displaying at that tender age, a

wisdom and dignity far superior to that of Solomon in

his zenith. Look to that same Jesus, in his zeal for the

honorof the sacred edifice, purging it of those impurities

which a worldly spirit had introduced into it. Listen to the

divine eloquence which there flowed from the lips of

him who spake as never man spake. Hear him pre-

dicting its destruction, and establishing the truth of his

own mission in denouncing against it, and devoting it

to, total and irrecoverable ruin. Behold Him on those

ruins, rearing an everlasting and a spiritual building,

on a rock against which the gates of hell shall never

prevail ; and in all this, behold as in a glass the glory

here spoken of, the advent of *' the desire of all na-

tions," the " star of Jacob" arisen, S/iiloh come, to

whom the gathering of the nations shall be, *' the

Prince of Peace," by whom peace is proclaimed, and

through whom peace is given to *' him that is afar off

and him that is nigh."

In order still farther to justify the applicr.tion of this

prophecy to the person and character of the Redeemer,

we may inquire into the import of the otlier ciMpressions
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here employed, to describe the appearances of nature

and providence, which signalized the era of his mani-

festation in the flesh. " Yet once, it is a little while."

The reign of prophecy was hastening to a conclusion.

Haggai was one of the last on whom that spirit rested

;

with Malachi, who lived probably somewhat later, it

entirely ceased ; and a dark period of five hundred years

without a vision, intervened, till it was revived in one
who came in the spirit and power of Elias, the forerun-

ner of the Messiah, " the voice crying in the wilder-

ness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight

in the desert a highway for our God," Isaiah xl. 3, and
it shone in all its lustre in the Messiah himself, ** the

great prophet that should come into the world." By
him it is here intimated that God should speak " once"
for all ; that he should be the full and final declarer of
the will ofGod to mankind : " yet once" but no more.

" It is a little while." With God what is purposed,

is begun to be executed, his agents are already at work,
time is lost with him who sees the end from the begin-

ing, *' The Lord is not slack concerning his promise,

as some men count slackness ;" " beloved, be not ig-

norant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord,
as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day,"
The interval between the prediction and the accom-
plishment, though a period of live centuries, is, in the

sight of God, " a little while;" and five centuries,

when they are past, are but " a little while" in the eyes
of man also. But to what circumstances attending the

coming of our Saviour refers the prophet, when he re-

presents the great God as *' shaking the heavens and
the earth, and the sea, and the dry land, and all na-

tions?" It is well known that the sacred writers fre-

quently employ, by a bold figure, the appearances of
the natural world to represent and explain moral ob-

jects. In the case before us, it will be found that both
the literal and figurative sense of the words are strictly

applicable to the subject. Every one, w'bo is at all
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acquainted with the history of mankind, knows that the

whole course of things has been a constant and succes-

sive concussion and convulsion, a shaking of the na-

tions, struggle for dominion, the progress of empire

from east to west ; and an aspect of the heavenly bo-

dies and influence, analogous to the state of the moral

tvorld. The observer of nature endeavors to trace all

these up to their native causes in the great system of

the universe ; the moralist looks for them, in the nature

and constitution of man, and the politician, in the com-
binations and exertions of passion and interest. The
believer, the christian refers all to God, sees him in the

cloud, in the sky ; hears him in the wind, in the thun-

der, in the songster of the grove : and he sees the swel-

ling tide of nature and providence laboring with one ob-

ject of peculiar importance ; all things are shaken and
composed in subordination to the preparation of the

gospel of peace.

Let me compress what I mean to say, within a nar-

row compass : and I shall do it nearly in the words of

an elegant preacher whom I have oftner than once had
the honor to quote in this place. The eastern part of

the world was, in the wisdom of Providence, first peo-

pled, great and extensive empires were first formed
there, and there learning and the arts were first brought

to perfection. But while science andi.empire flourished

in the east, a power was rising by degrees in the west-^

crn world, which was one day to surpass all that had
gone before it. Unknown to the proud empires of the

eastern hemisphere, which vainly flattered themselves

that they divided the world amongst them, this power
was then silently advancing from conquest to conquest,

and the Roman eagle was by degrees strengthening

her wing, and preparing to take her flight round half

the globe. The succession of those great monarchies,

those shakings of the heavens and the earth, this shak-

ing of all nations, led gradually and imperceptibly to

that happy conjuncture, that fulness of time, that ma-
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turity of divine counsel, which suited the introduction

of Christianity. They arose one after another, they en-

larged one upon another, till at length the genius of

Rome, under the permission oF heaven, triumphed over

and swallowed up all others, and expanded, opened,

united, consolidated, that wide extended, well inform-

ed civilized empire, through which the gospel of Christ

was destined to make a progress so rapid and so suc-

cessful. To favor this great event, to procure attention

to the Author and finisher of our faith, and to render

the first appearance of our holy religion at once more
august and more secure, the struggles of ambition,

which had so long shaken the world, those restless con-

tests for superiority, subsided at last, suddenly and
unexpectedly, into universal peace. That stormy ocean,

ivhich had been for ages and generations in continual

agitation, now all at once sunk into a surprising calm ;

the bloody portal of Janus, which had so long emitted

unrelenting destruction to mankind, v/as shut, and the

globe was instantly overspread with tranquillity, reliev-

ed from the din of arms, from the confused noise of the

warrior, and the horrid sight of garments rolled in

blood, in order to receive the Prince of Peace.

The shaking of the nations, as paving the way fur

the desire of all nations, is striking to the contempla-
tive mind in another point of view. Philosophy rode
triumphant, every question relating to physics, morals,

politics science, religion, was freely canvassed ; and
the noise of the schools in many instances drowned that

of the ensanguined plain. The introduction of Christi-

anity was preceded by a remarkable diffusion of know-
ledge, and the radiance of science ushered in the gos-

pel day, as aurora announces the approach of the sun,

and prepares the world for it. Egypt, Persia, Greece^
and Rome, poured from their separate urns, those dis-

tinct rills of science, which meeting in one great chan-

nel, became a mighty flood, and overspread the vast

Roman empire. And thus was revelation enabled to
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give a most illustrious proof of its coming down from

above, by diffusing over the world, all at once, a light

superior to all collected human wisdom in it brightest

glory. And need we ask who it was that thus shook
and settled the sea and the dry land, who regulated the

vast engine, who conducted all these great events, and
brought them to one issue, concurrence and conclu-

sion ? At the same period of time, the promised Mes-
siah came : the greatest empire that ever existed was
at the height of its glory : learning flourished beyond
what it had done in any former age : and the world was
blessed with universal peace. A coincidence of facts,

every one of which is in itself so extraordinary that it

cannot be paralleled by any other times, clearly points

out the hand of that supreme, over-ruling power, who
from eternity beheld the great plan of his providence

through its whole extent, who alone " can declare the

end from the beginning, and from ancient times the

things which are not yet done,'* saying, " My coun-

sel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure."

To put this beyond all doubt, let it be observed, that

these events took their rise in remotest ages, and were
prepared in times and countries far distant from and
unknown to each other. Empire which sprang up
amidst the seven hills of Rome ; science nurst in the

academic groves of Greece ; and religion from the

obscure vales of Judea, all met at one grand crisis. To
one another unknown, they must have been conducted
by the hand of Proyidence. But meet they did, and
peace from heaven crowned them with her olive. And
thus were the nations shaken, to prepare the way of the

Lord ; thus " the valleys were exalted, and the moun-
tains and hills laid low, the crooked made straight, and
the rough places plain," and the high and aspiring

thoughts of men were brought into captivity to the

obedience of Christ.

But the heavens and the earth were literally ^ak«fi,

at the coming of " the desire of all nations.'* Wit«
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ness that new created star which conducted the eastern

Magi to the place where the Saviour was born ; wit-

ness the descent of Gabriel and a multitude of the hea-

venly host, to announce his arrival ; and witness the

other appearances of celestial spirits to minister to the

Lord of glory in his temptation and agony, at his re-

surrection and ascension into heaven ; witness the de-

scent of Moses and Elias to the mount of transfigura-

tion ; witness too the eclipse of the sun beyond the

course of nature, which marked the hour of his death,

the quaking of the earth, the rending of the rocks, the

risina: of the dead : witness the voice from heaven
which, like thunder, oftener than once, shook the echo-

ing air, while God himself declared his well be-

loved Son, and demanded attention for him. All these

confirm the testimony of the prophet, they point it to

the Lord Jesus, and inspire joy unspeakable and full

of glory, on discovering the perfect coincidence be-

tween prediction and event. To this auspicious, this

all important era we are now brought ; and the next

lecture, with the divine permission, will detail the re-

markable circumstances which immediately preceded,

or which accompanied the birth of Christ.

And was all this mighty preparation made to intro-

duce a mere man of like passions with ourselves?

AVere the heavens from above and the earth beneath

stirred to meet him at his coming ? Did flaming min-
isters descend singly and in bands, did departed pro-

phets revisit the earth, and the dead bodies of saints

arise to do homage to a creature, their equal, their fel-

low? It is not to be believed. But surely this is the

Son of God ; and to receive him, coming for our sal-

vation, what solemnity of preparation was too great,

what homage of angels and men too submissive, what

testimony of created nature too ample ? " Hosanna to

the son of David, blessed is he who cometh in the

> name of the Lord, Hosanna in the highest."

Is his name and description " the desire of all na-

VOL. IV. F
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lions ?'* how fitly applied ! Is light desirable to the

benighted, bewildered traveller in a land of snares and
of the shadow of death ? Is pardon desirable to a
wretch condemned ? Is the cooling stream desirable to

the parched pilgrim, and bread to the hungry perish-

ing wretch ? Is the friendly haven desirable to the tem-
pest-tossed mariner, and liberty to the languishing cap-

tive ? What then to an ignorant, guilty, perishing

world must that wonderful man be whom Providence

has raised up to be ** a hiding place from the wind,

and a covert from the tempest ; as rivers of water in a

dry place ; as the shadow of a great rock in a weary
land."

But what if when he shall appear, desirable as he is,

a blind world shall see " no form of comeliness in him,

no beauty why he should be desired ?" Afflicting

thought !
" He was despised and rejected of men ?'*

*' He came to his own and his own received him not.'*

They " denied the holy one, and the just, and desired

a murderer to be granted unto them." The cry was
** away with him, crucify him;" his "blood be upon
us and upon our children !" O Lord, remove the film

from the eyes of those prejudiced Jews ; dispose them
to receive *' The prince of Peace," let him be all

their salvation and all their desire. Lord remove the

film from my eyes that I may see in him, whom God
the Father hath sent and sealed, one " fairer than the

children of men; into whose lips grace is poured :"

that though he may be " unto the Jews a stumbling

block, and unto the Greeks foolishness, He may be
unto us who believe, Christ, the power of God, and

the wisdom of God." Ameno



LECTURE IV.

And there appeared unto him an angel of the Lordy

standing on the right side of the altar of incense.

And zvhen Zacharias saw him he zvas troubled and

fearfell upon him. But the angel said unto him^ fear
not, Zacharias : For thy prayer is heard ; and thy

wije Elizabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt

call his name John. And thou shalt have joy and
gladness s and many shall i^ejoice at his birth. For
he shall be gi^eat in the sight of the Lord, and shall

drink neither ivine nor strong drink s and he shall

beflledzvith the Holy Ghost, evenfrom his mother^^

tvomb. And many of the children of Israel shall he

turn to the Lord their God. And he shall go before

him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the

hearts of thefathers to the children, and the disobe-

dient to the zvisdom of the just s to make ready a
people preparedfor the Lord. And Zacharias said,

unto the angel, whereby shall I knoiv this ? For I
am an old man, and my ivife zvell striken in years.

And the angel answering, said unto him, J am Ga-
briel, that stand in the presence of God i and am
sent to speak unto thee, and to shezv thee these glad
tidings. And, behold, thou shalt be dumb, and not

able to speak, until the day that these things shall be

performed, because thou believestnot my zvords,zvhich

shall be fulfilled in their season....L,vke i. 11.. .20.

*' nr^HE prophecy came not in old time by the will of
JL man ; but holy men of God spake as they were

moved by the Holy Ghost." Being determined through
the course of these exercises to avoid every thing that
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has the appearance of controversy, I take it for granted

that you believe and receive the history of our blessed

Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, as delivered in the four

gospels according to Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John,

as of divine inspiration and authority. Of the four

evangelists two were of the number of the twelve

whom Christ called to the office of apostleship,

and who recorded events of which they were wit-

nesses and partakers, and transcribed discourses

which they heard and well remembered. The
other two derived their information immediately from
those " who from the beginning were eye witnesses

and ministers of the word." Their harmony, in every
particular of any importance, is a proof of the truth

and certainty of each individually, and of the whole.
John, as one borne aloft on the wings of an eagle,

ascends into the heaven of heavens, and begins his ac-

count of his beloved master with a sublime and inter-

esting representation of his divine nature ; for which
we refer you to Lecture L Mark introduces " the

beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ the Son of

God," with the voice of a lion " crying in the wilder-

ness, prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths

straight." Luke ushers in the great prophet, *' the

desire of all nations," with an account of the concep-

tion and birth of his forerunner John the Baptist, and is

of course led to extract the commencement of the

evangelical, out of the legal dispensation : and he sets

out with exhibiting Zacharias in the exercise of the

priest's office. Matthew commences at once with the

history of Christ's humanity, as the son of David, the

son of Abraham. For these reasons, the four sacred

historians of the New Testament dispensation have been

distinguished by corresponding symbolical representa-

tions, analogious to the vision of the prophet Ezekiel,

Matthew by the face of a man, Mark by that of a lion,

Luke by that of an ox, and John by that of an eagle.

St. Luke was by profession a physician ; he became
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early a proselyte to the Jewish religion, and he is ge-

nerally supposed to have been one of Christ's first dis-

ciples, and of the number of the seventy whom " He
sent out two and two in every city and place, whicher

he himself would come." After he had concluded

the history of our Lord himself, at the period of his

ascension into heaven, he undertook that of the acts of

the apostles, and he addresses both his books to a per-

son of amiable character and exalted rank, named
Theophilus, and in him, to every lover of God, in

every age of the church, who is desirous to know " the

certainty of the things wherein he has been instructed."

On the conversion of St. Paul to the christian faith, he

seems tohaveattachedhimself with much zeal and affec-

tion to that great apostle of the Gentiles, he became vo-

luntarily the companion of his travels and afflictions,

and brought down his history to his arrival at Rome
as a prisoner, on an appeal to the emperor Nero. His
gospel and history of the acts were probably submitted

to the inspection of his illustrious fellow-traveller, and
received the seal of his approbation. In the preface to

the gospel inscribed with his name, he modestly, yet

with firmness, lays claim to the great, the essential qua-

lification of a historian, namely, accurate and complete
information respecting his subject, " having," says

he, " had perfect understanding of all things, from the

very first:" and the professed end which he had in

view is no less worthy of a great and enlightened mind,
that a respected friend might be established in the

knowledge, faith, and hope of the gospel. The tongue
of prophecy had now been silent for more than four

hundred years. The last word which it had spoken
announced the sending of Elijah the prophet, to pre-

cede the great and notable day of the Lord, to vfork a
remarkable change in the temper and character of man-
kind, to prevent the earth from being " smitten with
a curse."

A period of darkness and disorder succeeded. The
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land which had been for ages so renowned in history

seems as if blotted out of the globe ; the people,

which had been hung up as a sign before the eyes of
so many successive generations, seems to be extin-

guished and lost ; the predictions and promises which
conferred upon tliem such high importance, and dura-
tion so extended, seem to have been defeated and ren-

dered of no effect. The throne of David, whose per.

manency was so often, and so solemnly declared, has
sunk into the earth and disappeared. The representa-

tive of the royal line of Judah is sunk into an humble
carpenter : and all hope of revival is at an end. But
the Lord hath spokeu and shall he not do it, he bath
promised and shall he not bring it to pass ? Yes, but

not at the season, nor in the way which human wisdom
would have prescribed, nor by means which human
wisdom would have employed. Behold, light once
more, and suddenly, shines out of darkness : the land

of Israel rises once more into importance ; Jerusalem

rears her head among the nations, the star of Jacob

arises, " a rod springs out of the stem of Jesse, and a

branch out of his roots ;
'
' and the glory of the latter

temple eclipses that of the former.

The evangelist informs us that at this eventful period,

Herod was king of Judea. Princes are often among
the inferior actors in the great drama of Providence.

Their will shakes the nations of the earth, but the

hearts and arms of kings themselves are in the hands
of the Lord, to be by him turned which way soever he
will. This man has by some been dignified with the

addition of ** the great :'^ an appellation more fre-

quently bestowed as a reward to splendid vice, than as

a tribute to modest merit. Herod the great I and yet

a paltry substitute of a Roman emperor, an habitual

slave to the vilest of human passions, envy, lust, jea-

lousy, cruelty, revenge. The inspired penmaii gives

him no names, either good or bad, but simply tells his

stoiy as i^ as it is connected with that of Him by
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whom *' kings reign and princes decree judgment."

The reign of Herod to us serves merely as a prologue

to introduce the more important name and history of

an ancient, obscure priest called Zacharias, and our

attention is instantly called away from the splendor,

noise and intrigue of a busy, vain-glorious, debauch-

ed court, to contemplate the humbJe concerns of a pri-

vate family, and the noiseless performance of a religi-

ous service.

How different are tlie ideas affixed to the terms great

and little, by sober reason and popular opinion, by the

wisdom of God and the folly of man ! Weighed in the

balance of the sanctuary, Herod fawning on Augustus,
or on one of his favorites, dissolved in luxmy, stained

with blood, inflamed with resentment, is little and con-

temptible ; while the aged priest, reconciled to tlie will

of God, who had written him chiidiess, pursuing the

calm tenor of his way, fulfilling the unostentatious du-
ties of his place and station, " righteous before God,
walking in all the commandments and ordinances of
the Lord blameless" commands aSection, esteem, and
respect. This venerable pair, Zacharias and Elizabeth,

were both of the tribe of Levi, on which the ofl&ce of
priesthood was entailed. Both nature and religion

taught them to consider the gift of children as a bless-

ing ; but the hope of that blessing they seem now calmly
to have resigned, and they are quietly sinking into the

decline of life, if not with the consolation of leaving

their name and office to their children, possessing ne-

vertheless that of mutual affection, of a devout spirit

and a conscience void of offence. The midnight of
nature is the dawning of the day of grace ; and he who
in wisdom and justice brings to nought the wisdom of
the worldly prudent, *' raiseth up the poor out of the

dust, and lifteth the needy out of the dunghill, that he
may set him with princes, even with tlie princes of his

people. He oiaketh the barren woman to keep house,

and to be a joyful niPther of children,"
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The prince of peace is ready to make his public

cntrace on the grand theatre, and it is time for his har-

binger to prepare the way, and for the herald to an-

nounce his approach. And where shall we look for

him ? Turn your eyes to Judea, to Jerusalem, to the

temple. See, the lot is prepared, to determine whose
turn it should be to burn incense before the Lord in

the holy place. Providence presides over it, and Za-
charias is taken. Behold him, with joy accepting the

sacred task of paying a grateful tribute of praise to

God, and of assisting the prayers of the people with-

out, with the commanded perfume of the altar of in-

cense. Behold him entering within the veil, under
the mixed emotions of godly fear, and exalted delight,

to worship that God who once resided there in sensible

glory, but from which the glory had long departed.

All is solitude and silence ; the unextinguished light

that burnt continually before Jehovah lends its flame to

set on fire the incense, when lo, the lustre of material

fire is lost in the brighter glory of the great archangel,

and the solemn silence is broken by the melodious ac-

cents of a celestial voice. Gabriel who, five hundred
and forty years before, announced to the prophet Da-
niel the commencementof the determined weeks which
should precede the Messah's day, now announces to

Zacharias their consummation. He opens the sealed

book of prophecy, and to his astonishment informs

him that the promised coming of Elias, with which
the ancient canon closed, was near at hand ; that this

great prophet should appear in the person of the son of

his own, whom God by a special dispensation of his

providence was raising up to fulfil the Scriptures, to

turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their

God, " to go before the Saviour in the spirit and power
of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the chil-

dren, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just,

to make ready a people prepared for the Lord." How
is the pride of kings levelled to the dust before an ap-
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pearance like this ! How many princes and potentates

have arisen, and fallen, and sunk into oblivion since

Gabriel last visited the earth ! How have the kingdoms
of this world been shaken during the course of five

centuries ! How often has the seat of empire changed,
and the globe changed its inhabitants ! but the heavenly
messenger enjoys unfading lustre and undiminished
strength; The purpose of the eternal has been pro-

ceeding all the while, and the convulsions and conten-

tion of the nations have been working the righteous-

ness of God, and preparing the way for the kingdom
of peace and love.

The appearance of an angel, however, though sent on
an errand of mercy, though delivering a message of
grace from on high, is an object of terror to frail mor-
tality. " When Zacharias saw him he was troubled,

and fear fell upon him :" and if the upright and blame-

less man tremble at the presence of an angel, '^ where
shall the ungodly and the sinner appear," when *' the

Lord himself shall be revealed from heaven in flaming

fire, taking vengeance on all them that know not God
and obey not the gospel !" The triumph of goodness

is the glory of a really superior being. The angel that
*' stands in the presence of God," exults not in the

confusion of a frail mortal, but said to him *' fear not,

Zacharias." The insolence of superiority, and the de-

light of outshining, of dazzling, of distressing an in-

ferior," are the characteristics of a little soul, of some
angels falsely so called ; those who are truly such, con-

descendingly sink to the level of those who are beneath

them, or affectionately raise the humble up to their

own. In the presence of God all distinctions vanish ;

Gabriel and Zacharias are fellow creatures, fellow ser-

vants, fellow dependants ; the inferior being makes
himself known by his timidity, the superior by his be-

nevolence and love : this marks the difference, the

affecting difference which purity and guilt have made.

The flaming minister addresses the attendant on the

VOL. T"^^ G
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earthly sanctuary, with all the familiarity and ease of
ancient friendship ; the desires of his heart, the subject
of his prayers are well known to him ; he has all along
been the sympathizing, though unseen, unknown wit-

ness of his anxieties and distresses, and he esteems it

an honor and a happiness to be employed as the mes-
senger of glad tidings to a pious, suffering human be-

ing. Zacharias had long ago ceased from expecting,

had ceased from praying for the building up of his own
house, but he waited for the consolation of Israel, he
continued instant in prayer for the rebuilding of the

tabernacle of David which was fallen down, and lo,

God at length bestows, as he did upon Solomon, not
only the blessing which he asked, but that also which he
asked not ; namely, a son to support the honor of his

own name, and the promise of the Son that should be
born, the Child that should be given, in whom all the

families of the earth should be blessed. The injunc-

tions of the law respecting Nazarites are repeated and
applied to the present case, and the future greatness and
importance of this miraculous child, in the scale of
Providence, are foretold ; and Zacharias has the satis-

faction of hearing that he was to be the father of him
who should be the accomplishment of ancient prophe-

cies, " The voice crying in the wilderness," the finger

to point out to mankind " the Lamb of God, which
taketh away the sin of the world."

Terror gives way by degrees to feelings of a differ-

ent kind, and, with the glory of the heavenly vision

before his eyes, with the faith of father Abraham, in

similar circumstances, as encouragement to his own,
and with the manifold instances which the history of

his own country afforded of similar interposition, he
converses with flesh and blood, he staggers at the pro-

mise through unbelief, and for a moment forgets that

with God all things are possible. The angel vouch-

safes to explain himself to the unbeliever ; his incre-

dulity shall not frustrate the purpose of Heaven, nor
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even divert into a different channel the mercy which
he doubted ; but his frailty shall not go wholly un-

punished, he shall be wounded in those Hicullies which
he had so ill employed as the avenues to his mind, the

tongue which dared to express the language of doubt
and suspicion must undergo a temporary silence, the

ear which would not admit the communications of an

archangel, shall be shut for a season against the delights

of social intercourse, and the sign which he unwisely

demanded shall bear upon it a mark of displeasure.

Striking mixture of goodness and severity;, of good-

ness unbounded, and severity restrained ! Striking

view of the supreme power possessed and exercised

by the great Lord of nature, over all our powers and
possessions. He who bestowed the gift of speech on
man can withdraw it in a moment ; or confound it so

as to be no longer a medium of communication be-

tween mankind : he can confer it on the dumb ass to

reprove " the madness of the prophet ;" or instantane-

ously communicate it, in all its different forms, to the

ignorant and illiterate, for the instruction and salvation

of the various nations of the earth. Let a gift so pre-

cious never be vilely profaned as an organ of falsehood,

pride, lust, or profanity.

The words of the angel all meet their accomplish-

ment in their season. The pretended oracles of pagan-

ism were constrained to veil their prophetic enuncia-

tions in terms of mystery and obscurity ; they spake
with timidity and caution ; they clothed their responses

and mandates in general and ambiguous expressions,

which superstition might interpret what way soever it

would ; and which any event might be wrested to jus-

tify and support ; but the lively oracles of God are mi-
nute, distinct, intelligible and pointed ; he who runs
may read them ; they clothe predictions with such an
exactness of circumstance : they appeal to events so

near at hand, so obvious to investigation, that it is im-
possible to mistake one thing for another, to confound



60 HISTORY or LECT. IV.

one with another. Zacharias's dumbness, the season

of his being attacked with it, the unexpected, miracu-
lous pregnancy of Elizabeth, the birth of the child ac-

cording to the time of life, the sudden restoration of

the father's hearing and speech, at the very moment
predicted, were all matters of public notoriety ; every
one singular in itself, the whole taken in connexion so

singular, as to mark the interest which eternal Provi-

dence took in an event, at first sight, of no great gene-

ral importance, but in its effects and consequences in-

volving the fate of nations, the everlasting destination

of worlds.

What ! all this state and magnificence ; the trumpet
of prophecy resounding, the prince of angels descend-

ing, to proclaim the advent of merely a man with raim-

ent of camels' hair, with a leathern girdle about his

loins ! The ruler of the universe, be assured, is not so

lavish of extraordinary displays of his power and wis-

dom. If the true God appear, it is on an occasion

worthy of a God. And if this be the preparation

made for the appearance of the servant, what state shall

precede the entrance of the sovereign ? Gabriel, I fore-

see has another message to bring, a multitude of the

heavenly host is on the wing, to announce a greater

than John Baptist, even Him of whom John Baptist

himself says, "There standeth one among you, whom
ye know not ? He it is who coming after me is prefer-

red before me, whose shoes' latchct I am not worthy
to unloose." This solemn preparation for the manifes-

tation of God in the flesh, if God permit, will be the

subject of the next lecture. I now conclude with the

following retieclion :

1. Angels, we perceive, take a lively, an affection-

ate, and a compassionate interest in the affairs of men.
-' Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to mi-

nister for them who shall be heirs of salvation ?" The
*' little ones" of Christ's family, the little in age and
stature, the little in condition, must not be despised,

*'for I say unto you." are his emphatic words, *' that in
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heaven their angels do always behold the face of my fa-

ther which is in heaven :" and " There is joy in the

presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repent-

eth." What condescension on the part of beings so

highly exalted ! What a protection provided for the

feeble ! What encouragement proposed to the penitent

!

*' The angel of the Lord encamped round about them
that fear him, and deUvereth them." Pleasing, awful

thought ! The host of heaven guards my path and my
bed, watches over my lying down and rising up ; but

their eyes are continually upon me, I am " compassed
about with a great cloud of witnesses," they bear tes-

timony to what I am, whither I go, how I am employ-
ed. Is the eye of a child a guard to virtue ? What
holy circumspection and watchfuUiess, then, what earn-

estness and perseverance in well doing, what abhor-

rence of that which is evil, ought the inspection of an
angel, ought the all-seeing eye of God to produce ?
*' He shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep
thee in all thy ways;" "keep," therefore, thy heart

with all diligence ; for out of it are all the issues of
life."

2d. From a prepartion thus solemn and magnificent

what are we not to expect ? Four thousand years have
been employed in making it; a procession of patriarchs,

of prophets, of sages, of priests, of potentates, has

passed on bef<5rfc in uninterrupted succession ; angels

have descended from heaven : Surely He who thus

Cometh is the Son of God. *' When he bringeth in

the first begotten into the world, He saith, " And let

all the angels of God worship Him :" And " unto
the Son He saith. Thy throne, O God, is for ever

and ever; a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of

thy kingdom :" for " Thou, Lord, in the beginning,

hast laid the foundation of the earth ; and the heavens
are the works of thine hands." " His name shall en-

dure forever : his name shall be continued as long as

the sun : and men shall be blessed in him : all nations

shall call him blessed. Blessed be the Lord God, the
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God of Israel, who only doth wondrous things : And
blessed be his glorious name forever and ever ; and let

the whole eardi be filled with his glory. Amen, and
amen."

3. Though predicted events are strictly conformable
to the word of prophecy, they nevertheless, in many
cases, contradict, disappoint and far exceed human ex-
pectation. The prophets themselves had not always a

distinct and complete perception of the object^which
they were commissioned to hold up to the eyes of the

world. Those " holy men of God spake as they

were moved by the Holy Gliost." The agents em-
ployed in the accomplishment of promise and predic-

tion, little understood the part which they acted. They
thought of nothing less ; they intended nothing less.

They were unconsious instruments in the hand of God
to execute a purpose, which had they known they

would have striven to defeat. " The heathen rage,

and the people imagine a vain thing. The kings of

the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel

together, against the Lord, and against his anointed....

He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh : The Lord
shall have them in derision." Were " Herod and
Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of

Israel, gathered together" to promote the cause of

Christianity? No, they meant to destroy it. But "of
a truth" Lord, they were constrained " to do whatso-

ever thy hand and thy counsel determined before to be
done." Happy are they who, with Gabriel and the

other flaming ministers who stand before God, are the

conscious, the voluntary, the joyful agents under, and
together with God, in promoting the great work of

salvation.

4. Let not man, then, presume to make his own un-

derstanding the .leasure of revealed truth, or of divine

conduct. " Who hath directed the spirit of the Lord,

or who being his counsellor hath taught him?" It ill

becomes a creature conscious to himself of so much
weakness, of so much ignorance, of such liableness



LECT. IV. JESUS CHRIST. 63

to error, to erect himself into on infallible judge.
*' Search the Scriptures," but with reverence, with
humility, with a desire to be instructed, not censori-

ously, self-sufficient!y, not to wrest Scripture in favor

of a preconceived opinion, or long established dogma.
Study the ways of Providence ; but dare not to inter-

pret them according as passion or prejudice may dictate.

" Thy ways," O God, '' is in the sea, and thy path in

the great waters, and thy footsteps are not known."
Scripture is the best interpreter of Scripture, and Pro-

vidence of Providence ; and " if any man will do his

will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of
God." Practical conformity to the divine will is pre-

ferable to the highest attainments in knowledge, and it

is the most direct road to farther discovery.

5. Superior beings are now an object of terror, and
it is conscious guilt in which man clothes them with
that terror. They are our friends, they take delight in

ministering to oiir necessities, they cherish the graci-

ous affections of elder to younger brethren, yet the ap-

parition is formidable even to a Zacharias. But " there

is no fear in love ; for perfect love casteth out fear

:

because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made
perfect in love." To that glorious perfection the chris-

tian is encouraged to aspire. We shrink from the idea

of a visit from i\ departed friend arising out of the grave,

but we look with hope and desire to the day when we
shall be added " to the general assembly and church of

the first-born, \^hich are written in heaven.. ..and to the

spirits of just men made perfect." The vision of one
angel, in our present state of depression, strikes the

mind with awe ; but we hope to come " to an innu-

merable company of angels ; " nay " to God the judge
of all," for we come through " Jesus the Mediator of
the ncv/ covenant, and the blood of sprinkling, that

speaketh better things than that of Abel.'' " Now
we see through a glass, darkly ; but then face to face

:

now I know in part ; but then shall I know even as also

I am known."
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And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel zvas se?it

Jrom God unto a city of Galikey named Nazareth.
To a virgin espoused to a man, zohose name zvas Jo-

seph, of the house of David ; and the virgin"* s name
zvas Alary, And the angel came in iinto her, a?id

said, hail, thou that art highly favored, the Lord
is zvith thee : Blessed art thou among zvomen. And
zvhen she sazv him she zvas troubled at his saying,

and cast in her mind zvhat manner of salutation this

should be. And the a?igel said unto her, fear not,

Mary : For thou hastfoundfavor zvith God, And,
behold, thou shall conceive in thy zvomb, and bring

forth a son, and shall call his name Jesus. Heshall be

great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest :

And the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of
hisfather David : And he shall reign over the house

of Jacob for ever ; and of his kingdom there shall

be no end. ...hvKE i. 26. ..33.

EVERY thing in nature, we have observed, is re-

velation and discovery, and yet all is mystery in-

explicable. Every flower of the field, every pebble in

the brook, every leaf on the tree, every grain of sand

on the sea shore, is a world in miniature, possessed of

qualities which a little child is capable of observing and
of comprehending ;

yet at the same time containing

hidden treasures which no Solomon can find out unto

perfection. One object overwhelms us with its mag-
nitude, the minuteness of another mocks our research.

The Creator here, involving himself in clouds and dark-

ness, eludes our pursuit ; there, arrayed in '* light in-
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accessible, and full of glory," He forbids our approach.

In all the ways and works of God, there is a simplicity

level to the meanest understanding, and a complexness
which confounds the most acute and enlarged. If all

nature and Providence present this strange mixture, is

it any wonder if we find it in the work of redemption?
That grand era, called in Scripture " the fulness of

time," was now come ; even the time for accomplish-

ing ancient predictions and promises ; for displaying

and fulfilling the purpose of the Eternal, in the salva-

tion of niankijid, by him to whom all the prophets give

witness, and in whom all the promises are yea and amen.

In order to introduce him with more than royal state,

God shook the Heavens and the earth, the sea and the

dry land ; the Gentiles pressed toward the appearing of

this great light of the world, and kings to the bright-

ness of his risin;^. To prepare the way of the Lord,

throne was shaken after throne, empire swallowed up
empire. Alexander carried his all-conquering arms in-

to the reinotest regions of the east ; Csssar extended

his conquests as far as to France and Britain in the

west ; and Augustus gave peace to a troubled world.

We are now led' to attend to the minuter circumstances

uf this all-important event.

We perceive from the beginning, what we are never

permitted to lose sight of to the end, a magnificence

that dazzles, connected with a plainness and simplicity

which interest and attract the heart ; declaring at once
the Son of G(id and the son of man ; Him whom angels

Worship, and whom the poorest of mankind consider as

one of their kinsmen. Observe the exactness of ar-

rangement in every part of the plan of Providence.

Time is settled to a moment, place to a point. No de-

bigri of heaven can be acceltrated or retarded, changed
or frustrated. God said unto the serpent in the day
that man by transgression fcil, " I will put enmity be-

tWeetii thee and the womiu, and between thy seed and
her seed ; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise

VOL. IV. H
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his hccl ;" and it is not an unmeaning, lifeless sentence,

filling up space in the sacred page. Lo, it awakens
into animation and energy, not one tittle of it shall fail.

To accomplish it behold Gabriel is again on the

wing ; but not armed with a flaming sword to guard
the way of the tree of life, but bearing the olive branch
and the message of peace, announcing a new and living

way into the holiest of all, into the paradise of God.
If there be joy in heaven over one sinner that repenteth,

what was the joy of heaven on that day when the great

archangel received his commission to revisit the earth,

to convey the glad tidings of great joy. The celestial

bands adoring, prostrate themselves before the eternal

throne ; contemplating this new creation of God, the

morning stars sing together, and all the sons of God
shout for joy. These things they have for ages and ge-

nerations been looking into, the great mystery of god-
liness, God made manifest in the flesh : they enjoy the

exalted delight of beholding it unfolded, and the time,

the set time, to favor a perishing world arrived. Ga-
briel has received his instructions ; he flies with
transport, such as angels feel, to execute the will su-

preme ; the flaming portal flies open ; myriads of pure
spirits celebrate his descent with songs of praise. And
whither does he bend his flight? To learned Athens
or imperial Rome ? To give understanding to the pru-

dent, or to hold the balance of power ? No : but to

bring to nought the understanding of the prudent, to

humble the mighty and confound the proud. He is

sent to a country favored indeed of nature and renown-

ed in story, but sunk in the scale of nations, the skele-

ton of ancient grandeur, and to a district of that des-

pised country proverbially contemptible, and to one of

the least of the cities of that region, and to one of the

poorest and meanest of the inhabitants of that cit^,..,

to a virgin indeed of royal extraction, but fallen mto
indigence, betrothed to an obscure mechanic, a stran-

ger in a strange place. It is thus that God choosetl)
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" the foolish things of the world to confound the vyise,

and the weak things of the world to confound the things

which are mighty, and base things of the world, and

things which arc despised, yea, and things which arc

not, to bring to nought things which are."

The destinations of the Almighty, stamp a dignity

and importance on persons, places, and things, which

they possessed not before ; to be employed of him is

the highest dignity which the creature can acquire ; to

minister to him, in ministering to the objects of his

compassion or of his love, is the glory and joy of angels

and archangels. Galilee and Nazareth now possess an

eminence unknown to the most illustrious kingdoms

and the proudest capitals. He maketh his angels spirits^

but we discern, and reason, and converse through the

medium of sense. Men cannot rise to the level of an-

gels, but angels are permitted, for wise and gracious

purposes, to descend to the level of men, to assume

an organized body, to convey their ideas in the accents

©f the human voice. But can this be a degradation of

their superior nature ? No : it is its glory and perfec-

tion^ To descend to those who are below us, to aspire

after greater resemblance to those who are above us,

in this consists the real excellency of a created being.

We cannot imitate angels in their intelligence and ele-

vation, but in their condescension and humility we may,
and we ought.

What a contrast have we here between the rank of

the messenger and of the person to whom the message
is addressed ! But the presence and purpose of God,
level all distinction. Mary, the mother of our Lord,
rises, and Gabriel sinks, for the Son of God himself,

the Lord of angels, is about to " take upon him the

form of a servant. "^ The evangelists are minutely par-

ticular in detailing the circumstances which concurred

to impress the characters of truth and importance on
this event. This spirit of prophecy had lately and un-

expectedly been revived in the persons of Simeon and
of Anna, and of others who were waiting; for the con^



68 TilSTOXY or LECT. V.

solation of Israel. The extraordinary case of Zacharias

and Elizabeth, which was well known to all who at-

tended the worship of the temple, must have excited

the public attention and expectation. This is followed,

six months after, by a case still more extraordinary,

more out of the course of nature, and of still higher

moment, and of equal notoriety. Opportunity was
therebj' aiforded to the suspicious and incredulous to

inquire and examine ; tliat inquiry must lead to the

discovery of a cloud of witnesses, lying dormant in

books universally held sacred, but neglected, misun-
derstood and misapplied : life and substance, meaning
and lustre, are in a moment given to them by well

known and undeniable facts. No appearance of art or

industry is discernable, but a simple, easy, natural tran-

sition from one thing to another. The appearances,

indeed, are out of the ordinary course of nature ; but
they are narrated as mere ordinary things ; and the de-

scent of an archangel, and his speech and demeanor
are described with no more parade of words, no more
labor of thought, than the springing of an ear of corn,

or the fall of a sparrow to the ground.

This majestic, dignified ease marks the presence of

God, with whom nothing can be extraordinary or mi-
raculous ; who exhibits persons and events as they

really are, whether men will hear or v.'hether they will

forbear. The angel represents none but objects of the

highest interest and importance. He announces the

approach of a great prince, who should ascend the throne

of David, who was to exercise unbounded authority,

and enjoy everlasting dominion; who should be dis-

tinguished by the state and title of the Son of the

Highest ; and that this extraordinary personage should

be introduced upon the grand theatre by the Almigh-
ty's creating a new thing upon the earth. " The Holy
Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of tlic

Highest shall overshadow thee ; therefore also that

holy thing which shall be born of tliee shall be called
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the Son of God." The singularity of this wonderful

conception and birth was greatly heightened by having

been prefigured and foretold at sundry times, and in

divers manners ; such as the preternatural birth of

Isaac, of Jacob, of Sampson, of John Baptist, and the

express and pointed prediction of Isaiah, *' the Lord
himself shall give you a sign, behold, a virgin shall

conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Eman-
uel," God with us. All these hold up to us, through

a succession of ages, the substance of the first threat-

ening to the serpent, which was at the same time the

first promise of grace to mankind was made, that He,
in whom all the families of the earth should be blessed,

and who should bruise the serpent's head should be in

a proper and peculiar sense the seed of the woman.
Astonishing and instructive view of the undeviating

steadiness of the divine counsels ! He willeth and none
can let it ; heaven and earth may pass away, but his

word shall not pass away, but every one come to pass

in his season.

Mary having been referred to her cousin Elizabeth,

whose advanced state of pregnancy was to be an addi-

tional confirmation of her own faith in the promises of
God, as soon as the angel departed from her, retired

from Nazareth into the hill country of Juda to salute

her kinswoman, and to confer with her on the several

manifestations of divine favor to them. This inter-

view produced another declaration of the interest that

providence took in the event which was pressing to its

accomplishment ; Elizabeth is not only destined to be
a mother in Israel, a mother of John the Baptist, but
she becomes already a prophetess ; she has a sign given
her in her own person equivalent to the declaration of
the archangel. " And it came to pass, that when
Elizabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the babe leap-

ed in her womb ; and Elizabeth was filled with the

Holy Ghost : and she spake out with a loud voice,

and said, blessed art thou among women, and blessed
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is the fruit of thy womb. And whence is this to me^
that the mother of my Lord should come to me ? For,

lo, as soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded in

mine ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy. And
blessed is she that believed ; for there shall be a per-

formance of those things which were told her from the

Lord." This fills the virgin's mouth with a song of

praise dictated by faith, piety, humility and gratitude

;

and these are the rapturous strains which flow from her

lips. " My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spi-

rit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. For he hath re-

garded the low estate of his hand-maiden : for, behold,

from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.

For he that is mighty hath done to me great things

;

and holy is his name. And his mercy is on them that

fear him, from generation to generation. He hath

shewed strength with his arm : he hath scattered the

proud in the imagination of their hearts. He hath put
down the mighty from their seats, and exalted them of

low degree. He hath filled the hungry with good
things: and the rich he hath sent empty away. He
hath holpen his servant Israel, in remembrance of his

mercy ; as he spake to our fathers, to Abraham, and
to his seed forever."

The course of nature now takes place, and he who
made man, the first man Adam, perfect at once, from

dust of the ground, and who is able of these stones ta

raise up children to Abraham,, raises up first John and
then Jesus in a way at once miraculous, and natural^

according to the way of sovereign, irresistible power,

and according to the time of life. Glorious in estab*

lishing and supporting the laws of nature, glorious in-

suspending and dispensing with them, we behold thee,

O God, subduing all things to the counsel of thy w'lWy

that all should be to the praise of thy glory. At the

end of three months more, Elizabeth, as it v,'as pre-

dicted of the angel, is delivered of a son : the name
of John, as the heavenly messenger directed, was im-
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posed on him, the father's speech was suddenly restor-

ed, and the first use which he makes of it is to celebrate

the high praises of that God, who had made him such

an iJIustrious example of both mercy and judgment.

He " was filled with the Holy Ghost and prophesied,

saying, Blessed be the Lord God of Israel ; for he

hath visited and redeemed his people. And hath rais-

ed up an horn of salvation for us in the house of his

servant David ; as he spake by the mouth of his holy

prophets, which have been since the world began ; that

we should be saved from our enemies, and from the

hand of all that hate us ; to perform the mercy pro-

mised to our fathers, and to remember his holy cove-

nant, the oath which he su are to our father Abraham,
that he would grant unto us, that we, being delivered

out of the hand of our enemies, might serve him with-

out fear in holiness and righteousness before him, all

the days of our life. And thou, child, shalt be called

the prophet of the Highest : for thou shalt go before the

face of the Lord to prepare his ways ; to give knowledge

of salvation unto his people, by the remission of their

sins, through the tender mercy of our God : whereby
the day spring from on high hath visited us, to give

light to them that sit in darkness, and in the shadow of

death, to guide our feet into the way of peace."

And now the way is prepared, the voice is heard

crying in the wilderness, the forerunner of the Lord
has begun his course, the Saviour comes. But other

messengers, of whom we have not yet heard, precede

him. Behold yonder comet glare in the eastern sky,

it performs a track untrodden before, the wise men of
distant lands are summoned to meet him at his coming,
to lay their gifts at his feet ; Augustus Caesar, the sole

regent of half the globe, is pressed into the minister-

ing train, an unconscious, unintentional servant to the

prince of the kings of the earth.

But here we must once more pause and inquire. Is

this a cui;mingly devised fable, or a real history ? Is it a
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fanciful representation, or the simple truth ? If it be a
fine tissue woven by a luxuriant imagination, say so at

once, unbeliever, and renounce the fiction in \\hole,

^s a rule of faith, or as a ground of hope. Say unre-

servedly that the mission and message of the angel is

merely a bold eastern metaphor : and the whole mere
ordinary facts, related with somewhat more than the

usual pomp of diction, but to set forth only a man of
like passions with ourselves, whom the credulous, pre-

judiced and illiterate are disposed to receive as a supe-

rior being.... In a word, give up the evangelists as plain

men conveying, to plain men like themselves, simple

matters of fact, and recur at once to unmixed, undis-

guised deism. But are these things indeed so ? Were
angels sent from God to declare the approach of what
prophets had of old predicted ? Did the Son of the

Highest vouchsafe to be born of a Woman, and there-

by become partaker of flesh and blood, David's son,

yet David's Lord, then let earth prepare to receive its

king. IjO, the angels of God worship him. He is

the Son of God, he is our Lord, and let us worship

him.
This history assists us in correcting the false scale

of human greatness. Here we behold the princes and
the potentates of this world sinking to their proper level;

Herod, Augustus Caesar, and persons of their character

and station are thrown into the back groundof the piece,

while Zacharias, Elizabeth and Mary are brought for-

ward with honor, and to fill a higher destination than

that of kings. Respect, by all means, the powers that

are, as the ordinance of God, but respect with higher,

with supreme veneration, Him who ordained them, to

carry on the purposes of his wisdom and his love.

Learn, christian, to make a just estimate of thy own
importance in the scale of being. Thou art a creature

of God, formed after his image, a partaker of immor*

taliiy, destined to glory and honor. An origin so dig-

nified confers true nobility ; faculties so superior, pros-
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pects so extended, denote a being of high estimation

in the sight of God, and who ought to be of high esti-

mation in his own eyes. Defile not that fair temple,

discredit not that illustrious descent, dishonor not a

father's name. But well does it become a creature so

dependent, so frail, so fallen, so lost, to be clothed

with humility. O man, thou standestin need of every

thing ; what possessest thou that thou didst not first

receive ? Thou hast been forgiven all ; by the grace of
God thou art what thou art. The religion of Jesus

Christ alone effectually teaches a man to descend with-

out degradation, and to rise w-ithout pride ; reduces

him to the level of his natural guilt and misery, and
exalts him to the glorious liberty, and the heavenly

inheritance of the sons of God.
We have here a preternatural, a miraculous concep-

tion. It reminds us of our common origin, of our
common feebleness, of our mutual connexion and de-

pendence. God " hath made of one blood all nations

of men, for to dwell on all the face of the earth."

Every man therefore is a brother, and bound to enter-

tain the affections, and to perform the part of a near

kinsman to every man. This consideration I press

upon you in the words and the spirit of the apostle of
the Gentiles :

" For 1 say, through the grace given
unto me, to every man that is among you, not co think

of himself more highly than he ought to think ; but
to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every

man the measure of faith. For, as we are many mem-
bers in one body, and all members have not the same
office : so we being many are one body in Christ,

and every one members one of another. Having then

gifts, differing according to the grace that is given to

us, whether prophecy, let us prophecy according to

the proportion of faith ; Or ministry, let us wait on
our ministering ; or he that teacheth, on teaching

;

Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation : he that giveth,

let him do it with simplicity ; he that ruleth, with dili-

VOI,. IV. I
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gence ; he that sheweth mercy with cheerfulness. Let
love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is

evil, cleave to that which is good. Be kindly affection-

ed one to another with brotherly love ; in honor pre-

ferring one another !"....*' Rejoice with them that do
rejoice, and weep with them that weep Be of the same
mind one towards another. Mind not high things,

but condescend to men of low estate"...." If it be
possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with

all men." Be not overcome of evil, but overcome
evil with good."
The subject of the next lecture will be the history

of the nativity of our blessed Lord, and of the more
remarkable circumstances which accompanied that all-

important event. May what has been spoken become
** profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction^

and for instruction in righteousness," Amen.
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And it came to pass in those days, that there went out

a decree from Cccsar Augustus, that all the zvorld

should be taxed. CAnd this taxing ivas ^rst made
xohen Cyrenius zvas governor of SyriaJ A?id all

went to be taxed, every one into his own city. And
Joseph also ivent upjrom Galilee, out oj the city of
Nazareth, into Judea, unto the city of David,
which is called Bethlehem, (because he zvas of the

house and lineage of David,) to be taxed zvith Mary
his espoused wife, being great zvith child. And so

it was, that while they zvere there, the days zvere

accomplished that she should be delivered. And
she brought forth her first-born son, and wrapped
him in swaddling-clothes, and laid him in a manger ;

because there zvas no roomfor them in the inn. And
there were in the same country shepherds abidi?ig ifi

the field, keepi?ig ivatch over their flock by night.

And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and
the glory of the Lord shone round about them j and
they zvere sore afraid. And the angel said unto

them, Fear not : For behold I bring you good tid-

ings of great joy, zvhich shall be to all people. For
unto you is born this day, in the city of David, a Sa-

viour, zvhich is Christ the Lord. ...And this shall be

a sign luito you : ye shall find the babe zvrapped in

swaddling-clothes, lying in a majiger. And suddenly

there zvas ivith the angel a multitude of the heavenly

host, praising God, and saying, glory to God in the

highest, and on earth peace,good will toward men,..,

Luke xi. 1...14.

FROM the first instant oftime until now, every instant

has been displaying some new wonder, unfolding
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some new design of the eternal mind. God gives the

word. Light arises, the earth emerges out of ocean,

the firmament is expanded, sun, moon, and stars ap-

pear, nature teems with life, man starts up out of the

dust, rears his erect form to heaven, shines in his ma-
ker's likeness ; the creator contemplates the progres-

sive glories of his power, and pronounces every thing

good. The Lord gives the word, and ocean again

covers the earth, chaos and ancient night resume their

empire, the breath of every living thing expires. Again
he sends forth his \Vord, the windows of heaven are

stopped, the seas retire to their appointed bed, the dry

land appears, the bow is seen in the cloud, the sign of

God's covenant of peace. The period of every event

is settled to a moment, the instrument is provided, the

hand is prepared. But of all the events which have

taken place since the beginning of the world, the most
illustrious and important surely is that recorded in the

words now read. The moment of every child's birth,

is highly interesting, at least to the mother.... The birth

of an heir, to a title, to an estate, to a crown, is felt by
thousands, by regions, by empires.

Here wc have the birth of the " first among many
brethren," of the heir of all things," of " the Prince

of the kings of the earth." Toward this eventful hour,

time, from the first dawn of light, began to flow in one

rising, swelling tide, here it came to its fulness, and
hence it began to bend its awful course to lose itself

in eternity again. Toward this, as to their common
central point, all the powers of nature are attracted

;

from this, as from the sun the central light of the uni-

verse, glory is in all directions diifused. In the birth

of this wonderful child, all the children of men who
lived before, or who arose after it, have a serious, an

everlasting concern. Is it any wonder, then, that by
so many signs in heaven and signs on earth, that by the

tongues of prophets, the decrees of princes, the revo-

lutions of empires, the descent of angels, the finger

of God should have pointed it out tp mankind ?
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The evangelist, at the beginning of the chapter, con-

veys us to Rome, the proud and puissant mistress of

the world ; the enslaver of the nations, sinking, sunk
herself into slavery. From what particular motive we
are not informed, nor is it of much importance to de-

termine, Augustus Caesar thought proper to issue a de-

cree for making an exact enrolment of all the subjects

of his vast empire. A vain-glorious monarch, who
could exultingly call a subjugated hemisphere his own,
might be prompted by pride to ascertain the number
of slaves destined to obey him. As it was the boast

of this magnificent prince that he had found Rome a

city of bricks, and was leaving it a city of marble, the

splendor of the capital was no doubt extracted out of

the reins of the provinces, and enrolment probably was
intended to precede taxation. However it was, and
on whomsoever beside the decree of the emperor fell,

it affected one little, poor family in circumstances of
singular delicacy, and fell upon it with uncommon se-

verity. Behold the messenger of Ccesar at the door of
an obscure carpenter at Nazareth of Galilee, summon-
ing him with all his family to repair to his native city,

to be enrolled in their proper district : and as the com-
mandments of kings require haste, and do not always
stoop to consult the feelings of the humble and the
miserable, he must depart on a moment's warning,
with his tender companion, now in the last week of
pregnancy, poor and unprovided, to a home from which
he had been long exiled, and to visit kinsmen to whom
he had become a stranger.

But this removal was v/holly ordered by the supreme
will of Heaven. The Son of David, who was to re-

establish his throne, could be born no where but in

Bethlehem, the city of David. Thus the great Ruler
of the world had willed, and thus prophecy had de-
clared. And thus Caesar was merely the unconscious,
unintentional minister of the son of Mary ; furnishing
a link to the chain of evidence respecting the truth and
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divine original of Christianity, and exhibiting an illus-

trious instance of the sovereign control w hich the great

Jehovah possesses and exercises over the counsels of

princes, the convulsion of nations, the fate of worlds.

We hasten from proud Rome to humble Nazareth,

from ahaughty despot, to uncomplaining sufferers, from
unfeeling power, to patient submission. Behold that

delicate woman, in the most delicate and interesting of

all female situations, forced from home, constrained to

undertake a painful and anxious journey, in a condi-

tion which rendered ease, and attention, and tenderness,

and the accommodations of sympathy peculiarly desi-

rable. See her advancing by slow and distressing

stages, towards the residence of her forefathers, once
illustrious, but now fallen into decay; to the city of

her ancestors, but not to receive the attendance of royaU
state, not to usher into the world the heir of David's
throne, amidst the prayers and expectations, and kind

wishes of the myriads of Israel : No, not so much as

to enjoy the consolation and support which even the

poor enjoy in such a case, to deposit the solicitude of

approaching child-birth in the bosom of a fond mother
or sympathizing friend ; alas, not even to partake of

the ordinary conveniences which a traveller has reason

to expect, the general hospitality and mercenary com-
forts of an inn : but to know the heart of a stranger,

to swallow down the bitterness of neglect, to feel the

insult of the proud, and the merciless pity of the mean.
" There was no room for them in the inn." Bethlehem

was crouded with guests ; but lo, the lineal heirs of the

royal house of Judah, in the city of David, are so un-

connected, so forlorn, so friendless, that not a door

will open to let them in, not a tongue say " God re-

lieve you" as they pass by ; and so poor that an apart-

ment in the stable is all the accommodation which, by

intreaty, or promise, or by presenting the face of mi-

scry, they are able to purchase.

The inevitable hour, to which nature at once looks
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^ with hope, and shrinks from with horror, overtakes

her ; and unsupported, unassisted, as it should seem,
she brings forth her first-born son, and is able at once
to perform the earliest duties of a mother. ** She
wrapped him in swaddling clothes," and with the hu-
mility and resignation becoming her destitute condi-

tion, " laid him in the manger," leaving it to Provi-

dence to unveil its own secret counsels and accomplish

its own gracious purposes. And thus the Saviour of
the world entered upon that state of depression, po-

verty, and suffering, which terminated only with his

life.

But the affectingly humiliating scene in the stable at

Bethlehem of Judah, is relieved by the glory of the
Lord shining round about it. That babe, neglected,

unknown, despised, outcast of men, is declared, by
the concurring testimony of patriarchs and prophets,

of angels and men, by the shaking of the heavens and
the earth, of the sea and the dry land, to be *' the Son
of the Highest." His parentage, his name, the time
and place of his birth, the condition of his infant hours,

have all the seal of heaven upon them. For what end
did Isaiah prophecy, Alexander conquer, and Augus-
tus give laws, but to point out to the world the instant,

the spot, the descent, the estate in which the Son of
God assumed our nature, in order to enter on the
Work of our redemption.

Preparation is making in another quarter ofthe globe,
to bring a tribute of praise to the Redeemer of man-
kind. The east is ready to contribute its gifts, is pre-
paring its gold, and frankincense, and myrrh, to lay

them at his feet. The wise men of distant nations, oc-
cupied in the study of nature, and attentive to the
signs of the times, are awaked to inquiry by a silent

but shining monitor. The appearance of the starry

heavens was well known to them, they can calculate

the distances and revolutions of each little star that

sparkic* in the expanse of heaven ; but in a moment



80 HISTORY OF LECT. VI.

all their science is confounded, all their experience is

overthrown by the appearance ofa new created light, in

motion and at rest by a law peculiar to itself, to fulfil

a transitory indeed, but a most important purpose, and
which having pointed to " the place where the young
child lay," is blotted out of nature, and disappears

for ever.

Now none of " these things were done in a corner."

Christianity did not steal in upon the world, without

warning ; all characters and descriptions of men were

called in to give testimony to it, and v/ithout acquaint-

ance, concurrence, or co-operation they establish the

same truth. The eastern Magi on their arrival at Je-

rusalem, and on explaining the reason of their journey

thither, are not treated as visionaries, who dreamed of

things that never existed, but are listened to and re-

spected as reasonable men inquiring after important

truth. The attention of Herod, and of all Jerusalem

with him, is roused ; that jealous and sanguinary ty-

rant, takes every precaution, sets on foot every inquiry

that his reigning passions could suggest, to elucidate

the case ; to secure possession to himself, and to crush

every rival. He summons the chief priests and scribes

of the people, consults them respecting the determina-

tions of prophecy, as to the birth-place of the expected

king of the Jews, he compares their opinion with the

report of the wise men, and acts upon the result of that

comparison. A coincidence of persons and circum-
stances so striking, and all relating to one person and
one point, must lead to the acknowledgment and ado-

ration of that God, in whose hand are the hearts of
princes, the deliberations of councils, the number and
motions of all the host of heaven. " He telleth the

number of the stars ; he calleth them all by their

names ; great is our Lord and of great power ; his

understanding is infinite." Augustus Caesar, Herod,
the Magi, the Jewish Sanhedrim, the inhabitants of

Bethlehem, of Jerusalem, all concur lo give witness to
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yonder babe laid in a manger, and they involuntarily

assist in demonstrating the certainty of those things

wherein ye have been instructed : that ye might have

strong consolation in having fled for refuge to the hope
set before you.

But higher testimony still than that of the potentates

of the earth is given to the Lord of glory. Angels de-

scend with songs to meet him at his coming ; the

gloom of night is dispelled by celestial radiance ; Si-

lence, well-pleased, hears the sweet melody of angelic

notes, chanting tlie glad tidings of great joy, " unto

you is born this day, in the city of David, a Saviour

which is Christ the Lord." The harmony of a thous-

and heavenly voices in chorus join to celebrate the ad-

vent of the prince of peace ; to announce to a slumber-

ing world Him in whose light they shine, by whose
power they are supported, in whose praise they unite,

to whose will they are devoted. What a wonderful con-

trast ! A deserted, friendless mother, a helpless infant,

a stable, a manger ! What humiliation like this humili-

ation ! A throne above the heavens, the homage of

princes, the effulgence of a star to mark the way to

his cradle, the adoration of the glorious host of heaven,

the arm of the Lord revealed I What design but the

salvation of a lost world, what event but the birth of a

Saviour, what person but the Son of God, could war-

rant all this display of majesty and might ? Christian,

keep these astonishing extremes continually in sight.

This is bone of our bone, and flesh of our flesh ; "as
children are partakers of flesh and blood he likewise

himself also took part of the same ; verily he took not

on him the nature of angels, but the seed of Abraham.
In all things it behoved him to be made like unto his

brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high

priest, in things pertaining to God, to make reconcilia-

tion for the sins of the people ; for in that he himself

hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succor them
that are tempted.'' The subject teaches us,

VOL, IV. K
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1. How incompetent judges we are of the ways and
works of God. Few events, if any, correspond to

our preconceived opinions of them. From the glim-

mering that we have, without any light at all save the

•parks of our own kindling, we take upon us to ar-

range and decide, and to limit the holy one of Israel.

Like Naaman the Syrian, we have settled the mode of

cure in our own mind, dressed it in proper parade and
ceremony, and fall out with the prophet because the

simplicity of the process confounds the airy vision

xvith which our imagination had amused itself. Not
knowing the scriptures nor the power of God, the car-

nal Jews had dressed out, for Messiah the prince, a

throne like Solomon's, of ivory overlaid with gold,

had placed him at the head of armies, had surrounded

him with guards, had crowned him with laurels.

When the event belied their groundless expectations,

with Naaman they turned away in a rage, saying,
*' Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus,
better than all the waters of Israel ?" "Away with

this man, crucify him, not this man but Barabbas."

2. Observe here in how many instances God writeth

vanity on till the glory of man. In the pride of their

hearts, the princes and potentates here mentioned, vain-

ly imagined a prostrate world to be all their own. Every
will must bend to theirs ; to their pleasure every power

and possession must minister ; all the while they are

the mere attendants on the royal state of the real prince.

Their names are indeed some of them still had in re-

membrance, but their power is annihilated, their con-

sequence is swallowed up, or if any remain, it is de-

rived from the relation which it bears to the superior,

the commanding, the undiminished importance of Him
to whom they gave witness, and whose state, in spite of

themselves, they continue to support. The empire of

Augustus speedily fell under its own weight, and the

downfal of Rome quickly followed that of Jerusalem,

and both approved the truth, and power, and justice of
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God : while that child born, that Saviour given, holds

undivided empire, and exercises unbounded sway.

Eighteen centuries have confirmed, not shaken his au-

thority, and time has discovered another hemisphere,

far more extensive than the former, and added it to his

dominion. Let us again sing, " His name shall en-

dure forever. His name shall be continued as long as

the sun : and men shall be blessed in him ; all nations

shall call him blessed. Blessed be the Lord God, the

God of Israel, who only doth wondrous things ; and

blessed be his glorious name forever, and let the whole

earth be filled with his glory." Amen and Amen.
Augustus, in the pride of his heart, and an abject

world in flattery to him, prefixed his name to the age

in which he lived.. ..and let this piece of vanity have its

scope. With the classical, philosophic scholar, let the

Augustan age boast of a Cicero, a Virgil, a Livy, a

Maecenas ; the humble christian will rather glory in its

having produced light from heaven, which eclipsed all

human eloquence and wisdom in their highest splen-

dor, and, resigning to the schools their favorite histo-

rians, orators and poets, will rejoice in revolving in

their place the hallowed page of Luke, the beloved
physician, and in listening to the fervid, native, inartifi-

cial eloquence of Paul of Tarsus, and above all, in at-

tending to the dignified wisdom which flowed from the
lips of him who " spake as never man spake."

3. Finally, this wonderful child born teaches us the
value and importance of little children. What human
sagacity could penetrate the thick cloud which shroud-
ed his nativity ? What but the spirit of prophecy could
draw aside the veil which concealed his future emin-
ence ? What but a Simeon could discern in him the
salvation of God, and foretel that " this child was set
for the fall and rising again of many in Israel ; and for
a sign which should be spoken against?" And who
but He who *' declareth the end from the beginnino-
and from ancient times the things that are not yet done*
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saying, My counsel shall stand, and I zvill do all my
pleasure ;^^ who but He knows what the infast, now
drawing its first breath, is one day to become ? What
dormant powers may there lie hid ! What a germ of
wisdom ready to expand! What godlike faculties,

which are at length to astonish, to delight, to bless

mankind ! Watch over the expansion. The precious

seed is sown by the hand of the creator. Mark its

springing ; mark its progress. God has done his part,

parent, master, minister, see that thou dost thine.
*' It is not the will of your father which is in heaven,

that one of these little ones should perish."

The next lecture will have for its subject the history

of the infancy and childhood of Jesus Christ. May
he who condescended to become a little child for our

sakes; who, as He "went about doing good," en-

couraged the approach of little children, saying, " suf-

fer them and forbid them not to come unto me : for

of such is the kingdom of God :" may he bless us

with the spirit of adoption, and endow us with the

lovely simplicity, the docility, the submissiveness of

little children, that we may enter into the kingdom of

heaven. Amen.
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A7id the child grew, a?id ivaxed strong in spirit,filed

zvith wisdom ; and the grace ofGod was upon him...,

Luke xi. 40.

OF all the wonders presented to us in the world of

nature, man is the greatest wonder to himself....

His body dust of the ground, and mouldering back
to dust ; reduced to the level of the beasts of the field

;

but that dust animated with the breath of life, a living

soul, exalted to the rank of angels, an emanation from
God himself. In him arc blended, in a most wonder-
ful manner, three distinct kinds of life, forming one
glorious individual, formed " after the image of Him
who created him.'* As the tree in the forest imper-

ceptibly rises, increases from lowness and feebleness

to stateliness and strength, and having attained full ma-
turity imperceptibly decays, so the feeble infant gradu-

ally increases in stature, changes the grovelling into

the erect form, rears his head to the vault of heaven,

exulting in the greatness of his strength ; he begins to

verge towards decay, he bends to the ground from
whence he was taken, and at length sinks into it again.

But he is not like the plant rivetted to one spot, un-

conscious of existence, incapable of self motion.

With the other animals around him, he feels himself

among his fellows, he rejoices in society, he possesses

consciousness, he is directed by motives, he aims at a

determinate end. But he is not, like the beasts that

perish, impelled by instinct merely, the slave of appe-

tite and sense. To the animal, the goodness of the

creator has superadded the rational life, the faculty of
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contemplating that great universe of which he consti-

tutes a part so essential, the capacity of rising from the

effect to the cause, from the work to the author : Man
enjoys the gift of speech, whereby he is rendered ca-

pable of communicating his reflections and reasonings,

of forming combinatjonsof power which awe, control,

and direct the subject world.

To mark the progress of a human being is an inter-

esting and dehghtful employment. ...to observe how
the limbs acquire firmness and strength, how the men-
tal powers unfold themselves, and all the passions of
the man, in succession, stand confessed. See the fond

mother bending with delight over her infant, at first a

little pliant lump of animated clay, every power lying

dormant save one, that of drawing its nourishment from
her breast. By and by the eye begins to feel and fol-

low the light, the slender neck strengthens and sustains

the reclining head ; the babe smiles, and the parent's

heart is overwhelmed with joy. Now he can distin-

guish the face of her that suckles him from that of a

stranger, at least she flatters herself he can, while the

soft murmur of infantine satisfaction expresses his gra-

titude. The figure by degrees becomes erect, every

limb is in motion, the uncertain tongue attempts to

imitate the sounds which strike the opening car, and
the feet press downward to the supporting earth ; trem-

blingly he totters into walking, and stammers into

speech. The powers of recollection and comparing

appear, the symptoms of passion become visible, love

and aversion, desire and gratitude. The moral sense

at length begins to dawn, and the man in miniature

finds himself a limited, dependent, subject, accounta-

ble being ; hence hope and fear, self-complacency and

remorse.

We are this evening to contemplate infancy and

childhood in their loveliest and most attractive form,

and in their most interestingand affecting circumstances.

Look yet again to Bethlehem of Judea, and behold the
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nothingness of human greatness ; the offspringof kings

a stranger in his paternal city, the heir of David with-

out a place where to lay his head, a sovereign destitute

of all things. When God, at the fulness of time, sent

forth his own Son, as he was made of a woman, so

vvas he "made under the law," subjected to all its

rites and restraints however painful and humiliating,

and the Saviour of mankind, that he might fulfil all

righteousness, and beconie a perfect pattern of obedi-

ence, first passively submitted to every ordinance of

religion, and then by an active and exact conformity,

magnified the law and made it honorable.

The minuter circumstances of this period of our

blessed Lord's life are not left on record ; those ex-

cepted which relate to his public character and divine

mission, for as to these Scripture is most exact and
particular. Of the progress of his infant mind no
traces remain ; not a word is said even of the beauty

of his person ; though the general terms which the

evangelists employ, warrant us in thinking, that never

in child born of a womqm did such early dawnings of

superior wisdom appear, that never was hurnim form so

perfect. The modest reserve of the historians of Je-

sus Christ, in this respect, seems to minister a severe

reproof of the ridiculous details to be found, in modern
biography, of infantine actions and sayings, the sup-

posed prognostics of futute eminence and distinction.

We can forgive a fond mother, nay love her the more
for the amiable weakness, when we hear her repeat the

pretty sayings, interpret the significant looks, and de-

scribe the wonderful deeds of her soul's darling ; but
it excites pity, if not an ungentler feeling, to be told

gravely, from the press, of the insipid nothings which
a great man said and did, when he was an ignorant and
silly, perhaps a pert and petulent boy, who probably

merited correction where he obtained praise.

Of our divine master, we are told what was done to

him, not what he did ; what was said by others con-
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eeming either himself or others. And thus was he
early an instructor of parents to abstain from partial

and excessive admiration of their children, and to little

children to cultivate thatmonesty, docility, and hum-
bleness of mind, which are the real ornament and honor
of their tender age. Behold in him then, parents,

children, a helpless infant at the disposal of others. It

is of importance to the world to know that, at the ap-

pointed period, the terms of the Abrahamic covenant

were complied with ; that the name of Jesus was given

him, according to the direction of the angel ; that as

the first born of his mother, being sacred to God, he
was solemnly pressnted to the Lord in the temple at

Jerusalem ; for these things admonish us of the divine

truth and faithfulness in keeping covenant and promise

with his people, and of the right which he has to ex-

pect, and require faithfulness and obedience on their

part ; of the character and offices annexed to that sa-

cred, precious and venerable name, and of the self-de-

dication which not the first-born only, but even all owe
unto God. •

' On the eighth day, then, he was circum-

cised, and' named, according to the commandment,
and on the fortieth day lie was presented with the ac-

customed offering in the temple.

Providence lays hold of this latter occasion to pro-

cure a noble testimony to the high rank and character

of the Son of God. The spirit of prophecy had lately

revived, and many in Jerusalem were " waiting for the

consolation of Israel," and considered it as near at

hand. Of this number was a just and dovout man
named Simeon, to whom it was communicated by a

special revelation, that, old as he was, his eyes should
not be closed in death, till he had seen the Lord's

Christ. Heaven-directed he goes up to the temple,

probably to entreat the speedy accomplishment of this

gracious promise, at the very instant when the ccre»

mony of the law was performing, and the spirit that

was upon him instantly points to Jesus as the fulfilling

it
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of the word in which God had caused him to hope.
Filled with holy joy he takes the expected child into

his arms, and lifting up his eyes to heaven, blesses

God, saying, " Lord now lettest thou thy servant de-
part in peace, according to thy word : for mine eyes
have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared be-

fore the face of all people ; a light to hghten the Gen-
tiles and the glory of thy people Israel." He then

points him out to the bystanders as the person spoken
of by ancient prophecy, " who should be set for the

fall and rising again of many in Israel, and for a sign

"which should be spoken against;" a prediction de-

scriptive of the reception the Messiah should meet
with from that world which he came to redeem. The
same important truth is immediately confirmed by an
ancient prophetc^ss, who, coming in the instant Simeon
had done speaking, gave pubhc thanks likewise unto
the Lord, and " spake of him to all them that looked
for redemption in Jerusalem."

Thus He, whose birth-place was determined many
ages before, by prophetic illumination, whose natal

hour was announced by one angel, and celebrated by a

multitude of the heavenly host ; to whose feet a com-
pany of shepherds is led, with their simple offering,

by a voice from heaven, and to whom eastern sages

are conducted by an extraordinary star, is in the most
pubhc place of resort in the Jewish metropolis, declar-

ed aloud, a few weeks after his birth, at a public religi-

ous service, by testimony on testimony, the accom-
plishment of God's great purpose of mercy to mankind.

While so many illustrious personages were produc-
ing their concurring evidence to the truth as it is in

Jesus, exalting him to endless honors and universal do-

minion, one is cruelly plotting his destruction. Agi-
tated by jealousy as groundless, as it was barbarously

pursued, Herod determines to crush at once this pre-

tender to a throne, whom so many signal and splendid

appearances in heaven and earth were striving to dis-

VOL, IV. I-
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play ill superior glory. To make sure of his blow,

his (lark remorseless mind enlarges the circle of sus-

picion from a few days to two years, and from a single

feared, hated individual, to all the male children of a

great city. Humanity sickens at the thought of the

dreadful tragedy of that day, when *' in Rama a voice

was heard, lamentation and weeping, and great mourn-
ing, Rachel weeping for her children, and refusing to

be comforted, because they are not." By aiming at two
much, the tyrant misses his aim altogether. The vigor

of his pursuit exerted in one direction, confined to one

object, might have overtaken it ; but extending the

sphere, dividing the pursuit, " the captive of the

mighty is taken away, and the prey of the terrible is

delivered, for thus saith the Lord, I will contend with

him that contendeth with thee." And how was this

deliverance effected ? Providence employs not extra-

ordinary means, to fulfil its designs, wantonly and un-

necessarily, but makes ordinary instruments to pro-

duce mighty events. The bloody intention of Herod
is hardly conceived in the gloomy hell of his own
breast, than it is seen of that eye which nothing can

escape, and no sooner is it seen than prevented. In a

dream, in a vision of the night, when deep sleep falleth

on men, Joseph is admonished of the danger which
threatened the child's life, and warned to shun it, by
fleeing into Egypt. Thus at every stage of his life

was the Saviour of mankind hated and persecuted of

men : thus the all- wise ruler of the universe knows
how to deliver, and finds a way to escape ; thus He
** confounds the wisdom of the wise, and brings to

nought the understanding of the prudent."

By a strange, perhaps unaccountable direction of the

supreme will, the land of Egypt frequently serves as

an asylum to persecuted goodness, protects and che-

rishes the precious seed of the church. Thither Abra-
ham flees from the pressure of famine, and is thence

dismissed with riches and honor. Here Joseph finds
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refuge from tlie malice of jealous and cruel brothers

;

from hence Jacob and his starving family are repeatedly

fed. Here sprung up Moses, in times of extreme
danger and distress ; here he was miraculously pre-

served, and reared to unexampled eminence and use-

fulness. Here Israel miraculously increases into a

great nation, and from hence triumphantly departs ;

and here, finally. He whom all the rest prefigured,

and in whom their several glory united as in their cen-

tre, sought and found protection from the rage of an

incensed king. This two was ordered of Him who
seeth the end from the beginning. He went down into

Egypt that in his return the scripture might be fulfil-

ed, which saith, " out of Egypt have 1 called my
Son." Surely, O Lord, the wrath of man shall praise

thee, and the remainder of wrath thou " shalt restrain."

A veil is drawn over the sojourn in Egypt, and it

were presumption to attempt to draw it aside : neither

is it possible exactly to ascertain its duration. I'he

infamous Herod meanwhile paid the debt of nature,

leaving behind him a name loaded with the execrations

of the age in which he lived, and with the detestation

of every future geaeration to which the history of his

enormities shall descend. His death was the signal of

return to the land of Israel ; but prudence suggested

the retirement of the poor and despised town of Naza-
reth, as a residence more suitable to the circumstances

of the times, than the noise and hurry of a metropolis,

the seat of faction and intrigue, or the suspiciously

observed city of David, to which the jealous eyes of

successive tyrants had been attracted by v*'ell known
prophecies and by recent portents.

As the place of Christ's birth, so that of, lis up-
bringing was prophetically marked, not indeed by any
particular text that appears in the sacred code, but by
its whole spirit and tenor, which represent him as vo-

luntarily submitting to every species of reproach and
indignity ; the carpenter's son, a Galilean, a Nazarene^
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can any good come out of Nazareth ! It was in this

obscure village, of a region of a conquered country,

proverbially contemptible, that the childhood of Christ

passed unseen, unnoticed of the great world ; but
carefully observed of an attentive mother, who, to the

tender solicitudes of that relation, was inspired with

hopes, and animated with prospects, and torn with
anxieties v/hich no mother before or since ever could

know ; there this wonderful " child grew and waxed
strong in spirit, filled with wisdom," exhibiting une-

quivocal signs of a superior nature, without courting

the public notice, or attracting premature homage ; and
thus humility, from the beginning and throughout,

marked the character of the condescending friend of

mankind, who became of no reputation, sought not

glory of man, took on him the form of a servant ; he
*' strives not, nor cries, neither doth he lift up his

voice in the streets ;" and from the return out of Egypt,
which was probably not beyond his second year, up to

the twelfth history is entirely silent as to the particulars

....but O how much is conveyed in the strong general

terms employed by inspiration, to impress on our hearts

the discovery and progress of these veiled ten years.

May not the history of them be one of the precious

arcana which " the father hath kept in his own power,"
and reserved for the information, wonder and joy of an
improved state of existence, when things hard to be
understood shall be fully explained ; and things known
in part shall be unf)lded in all their connections and
dependencies ; and infinite intelligence shall supply

all the deficiencies of human understanding.

It was in that fameless village, and in those track-

less years that the foundation was laid of a greatness

which siiould eclipse all created glory ; of a kingdom
that should swallow up every other ; of an enterprize

which should extend its influence to the remotest ages

of eternity.

The next lecture will, if God permit, take up the
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next recorded period of our Saviour's history, his as-

suming for a moment a public cl-iaracter at the age of

twelve years, and his sliding away from it again into

silence and retirement, till his thirtieth year, the time

of his final manifestation unto Israel, as the great
** prophet that should come into the world."

Shall I degrade my subject, by saying it suggests to

parents many useful hints respecting the early treat*

ment of their children ? Be as tender and attentive as

you will ; listen to the voice of nature and learn your
duty : but dream not of making a stranger bend the

knee to your idol, perhaps he has an idol of his own,
weak, silly and ridiculous as yours ; perhaps he sees

nothing but impertinence and imperfection, where you
behold only grace and loveliness, and the more you
force your Dagon upon his attention, the more hide-

ousness and deformity he will discover in it. Be not
eager to bring forward the accomplishments of your
child. If they are worthy of being seen, your reserve

and the child's modesty will give a glow to the color-

ing which will strike every eye, and please every heart.

If they be trivial, why will you force a good-natured
looker-on, to flatter your vanity at the expense of hia

own judgment ; or provoke a stern and severe one,

to approve his sincerity and truth at the expense of

your feeling and of your idol's fancied importance ?

In private let the person most dear to you, be most
dear to you ; in society, the darling object, the first in

consideration and affection, ought to be the last in re-

spect of attention.

Be not over anxious about an early crop from your
offspring. You may have the fruit, it is true by means
of vehement cultivation, a little earlier in the season,

but it savors of the artificial heat that hurried it for-

ward ; the tree is wasted and fades before the time

;

and the proper season, when nature is clothing the
vigorous plant with its golden harvest, the languid
^hild of art stands lifeless and leafless, expiring before
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its time. There is always danger from a premature
spring, though it be in the course of nature. Happy-

is the man who can hit the temperate mean betwixt in-

decent haste and indolent delay. I would address a

few words, to the same effect, to advanced childhood

and early youth. But childhood and youth are not

disposed to attend serious lectures, or do not under-

stand, or disbelieve, and therefore do not attend to

them. They must be left to the forcible, the irresisti-

ble lessons of experience. I earnestly recommend
them to the teaching of God's good spirit: May the

Son of God, who vouchsafed for our sake to pass

through infancy and childhood poor, neglected, un-

known, guard our helpless infants, direct our thought-

less, wayward children, counsel and instruct manly
matured reason, and smile with complacency on the

hoary head, and make it a crown of righteousness.

And to God in Christ be ascribed immortal praise.

Amen.
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Nozo his paj^ents ivent to Jerusalem every year at the

feast of the passover. And xvheii he zvas twelve

years old^ they went up to Jerusalem, after the cus-,

lorn of the Jeasl. And zohen they had fulfilled the

days, as they returned^ the child Jesus tarried be-

hind in Jerusalem ; and Joseph and his mother
hiew not of it. But they^ supposing him to have
been i?i the coynpany^ zoent a day^s journey ; and
they sought him among their kinsfolk and acquain-

tance. And zvhen they found him not, they turned
back again to Jerusalem seeking him. And it came
to pass, that after three days they found him in the

temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hear-

ing them, and asking them questions. And all that

heard him were astonished at his understanding and
anszvers. And zvhen they saw hitn they zvere amaz"
ed : and his mother said unto him son, why hast thou
thus dealt zvith us ^ Behold, thyfather and I have
sought thee sorrozving. And he said unto theniy

hozv is it that ye sought me ? Wist ye not that I
must be about my father"*s business ? and they un-

derstood not the saying zvhich he spake unto them.

And he went dozvn zvith them, and came to Naza-
reth, and zvas subject unto them : but his mother
kept all these sayings in her heart. And Jesus i?i-

creased in zvisdom and stature, and in favor zvith

God and ma?i.. ..hvKE xi. 41. ..52.

UNIVERSx\L nature is progress, succession and
change. We observe it in every thing around us,

we feci it in every particle of our own frame. But ob-
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vious as this progression is, in its larger portions, the

minuter details defy the closest attention of the accutest

eye. Darkness has evidently given place to light ; but
what vigilance of inspection could ascertain the precise

instant when night ceased and light began to dawn ?

That plant is palpably increased in strength and size,

but let me hang over it the live-long day, with the un-
remitting penetration of an eagle's eye, and I am inca-

pable of catching a single step of the progress. Shade
melts imperceptibly into shade ; the transition is made,
but we are not aware of it ; whether we be asleep or

awake, careless or attentive, the great complex ma-
chine keeps in motion, performs its revolution, pro-

duces its effect. The progress of man, the most per-

fect of all creatures that we are acquainted with, is the

most interesting of all objects to man. If it be delight-

ful to behold the trees of the forest burst into verdure,

and those of the garden putting on their beautiful gar-

ments, and changing that beauty into fruitfulness ; if

it be pleasant to behold the springing corn multiply

thirty, sixty, a hundred fold ; to behold the flocks and
herds increase....what must it be to behold the image
of God multiplied on the earth, the human form di-

vine rear itself toward heaven, the powers of thought

and reason expand.

By degrees,

The humble blossom blows ; and every day,

Soft as it rolls along, shews some new charm,
Then infant reason grows apace, and calls

For the kind hand of an assiduous care,

Delightful task ! to rear the tender thought,

To teach the young idea how to shoot,

To pour the fresh instruction o'er the mind.
To breathe th' enlivening spirit, and to fix

The generoi\s purpose in the glowing breast.

Thomson's Spring.

But this, like every other human delight, is blend-

ed with pain. Even the partiality of parental affection

is constrained to observe rank and noisome weeds
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springing up with the delicate seeds of goodness ; the

dawning of reason is obscured by the clouds of folly

and vice, and the promise of a golden harvest is blight-

. ed in early spring, by late frost or premature heat»

Before we are well awake to the joy of some newly

discovered excellency, we are overwhelmed with the

distress of perceiving some glaring imperfection, or

ungracious propensity : and where we love and rejoice,

there also we find cause to lament and condemn. The
spirit of God has seen meet to present the world with

one perfect model, for the instruction of every age of

human life. We have held it up in a state of infantine

beauty, simplicity and gentleness, a passive example
of subjection to poverty, and danger, and persecution ;

but we have seen the meanness and obscurity of that

state relieved by the decided attention of eternal Pro-

vidence, and by the voluntary homage of angels and
men.
On returning from Egypt, Jesus was carried to the

obscure village of Nazareth, and the veil is drawn over

him till his twelfth year, when he was pleased to clothe

himself for a little while with majesty, and then dis-

appeared, till the time of his final manifestation to the

world, as the Saviour of it. The law obliged every

male of Israel to appear before the Lord in the place

•which he had chosen to put his name there, three

times every year, at the three great feasts of passover,

pentecost, and tabernacles. This was evidently in-

tended to maintain a good correspondence between all

the members of the commonwealth, by the social in-

tercourse, the innocent festivity and the devotional

exercises which these solemnities promoted.
Joseph and the mother of Jesus, though the injunc-

tion extended not to females, were in the habit of re-

gularly attending the service of the temple on those

occasions; and Jesus, another " Nazarite to God
from his mother's womb," accompanied them to the

holy place. Self-evident marks of the favor of heavea

VOL. IV. M
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were already upon him. " He grew, and waxed
strong inspirit, filled with wisdom." Expressions

importing uncommon comeliness of person, and su-

perior powers of understanding ; but in Him, as in

other children, we behold a gradual progression from
knowledge to knowledge, as from stature to stature.

For as nature conceals from us at what moment she

unites the immortal mind to the mortal frame, so the

Holy Spirit has thought proper to conceal at what sea-

son, and in what measure. Deity was pleased to unite

himself to the hunian nature of the Redeemer ; and
let us not ovcr-curiously seek " to know the times and
the seasons which the father hath put in his own
power." Neither the lovely form, nor the attractive

goodness, nor the excellent wisdom, however, of this

wonderful child^ seem to have roused much attention

or commanded uncommon respect. The world is

captivated not by real and solid worth, but by the gau-

dy outside of shewy, superficial qualities. Rank and
riches spread a glare over the person of their possessor

that makes it known and remembered : they add
weight to his most ordinary sayings, which gives them
currency and importance ; while poverty, like a bushel

put over a candle, prevents it, however clear it may
be, from giving its light. What carnal mind can re-

concile the idea of great and distinguished qualities

with that of the carpenter's son ? No, " He hath no
form nor comeliness, and when we shall see him, there

is no beauty that we should desire him."
In those stated journies to Jerusalem, it was custo-

mary for many families of the same neighborhood, or

of the same kindred, to travel in company. The road

was sweetened and shortened by friendly communica-
tion, and religion strengthened the bands of friendship

and the ties of blood. Were there no other reason

but this to press upon the heart the importance of at-

tendance on the ordinances of God's house, that it

serves to strengthen the bond of nature between bus-
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band and wife, parent and child, one neighbor and ano-

ther, it were enough to recommend it to every one who
prizes the comfort of the life that now is ; how much
more, when there are involved in it, all the infinitely

more important interests of that which is to come !

Happy are those societies in which the powers of a

world to come are so felt, as to shed a sweeteninc^,

cheering, enlivening influence over present connections,

enjoyments and pursuits. The solemnities of the feast

being ended, all prepare to return to their respective

homes and their usual employmentSc, Thus wisely

and mercifully, He who knows what is in man makes
devotion, labor and rest, alternately to recommend, to

relieve, and to support each other. A perpetual sab-

bath would soon prove the death of religion ; under

uninterrupted labor, the man would quickly sink ;

rest protracted beyond a certain bound would prove

destructive of all repose. But to the heart in v.hich

the love of God is shed abroad, the painful toil of the

week is mitigated and diminished by the prospect of

the day of sacred intermission, of heavenly communi-
cation ; and the calm, satisfying delights of the Lord's

day, bestowing ease on hhe body, and composure on
the mind, serve as a restorative toward undertaking

and undergoing the fatigues of another week.

The numerousness of the company which travelled

back to Nazareth prevented its being observed that one
was wanting, and a complete day's journey is perform-

ed, before the eager, attentive eye of even a mother,

misses its darling object. How is this to be account-

ed f(3r ? The whole train was a band of brothers, of
one heart and of one soul ; in whatever part of it the

child was, behind or before, he was encompassed with
friends : other children of twelve years old need atten-

tion, protection and support, but he has given many
unequivocal proofs of a wisdom capable of conducting
himself. The time is now come that his mother her-
Keif must learn with whom she had to do, and to revere
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in her own son, the Son of the Highest. AH was of

God, who thus prepared the way for another pubhc de-

claration of the great Prophet who should come into the

world, and that not by the tongue of an archangel, nor

by a multitude of the heavenly host, but by the mouth
of Jesus himself; into whose lips grace was poured

and praise perfected. It is easier to conceive than to

describe the sorrow and anxiety occasioned by the dis-

covery that Jesus was not in the train. The shades of

night spread over the soul of a mother the terror of evil

beasts, of evil men; of hunger and cold, of missing

the road, and of all the nameless apprehensions which
solicitous parents feel for unprotected youth and inno-

cence. Nothing remains but to tread back their weary,

anxious steps, and the close of the second day sees

them enter Jerusalem, with the mixed emotions of

hope and despondency ; and another sleepless night

succeeds the painful day. The third day, well know-
ing the zeal which he had for God's house, they repair

betimes to the temple : they find him, think, O mothers,

with what astonishment and delight, in health, safety

and composure, and gracious heaven ! how employ-

ed ? " sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hear-

ing them and asking them questions." Painters and
commentators seem to have entirely mistaken this pas-

sage of our Saviour's history. They place him in the

centre, in the chief seat, assuming authority, instruct-

ing grey hairs. The evangelist places him in the mo-
dest seat of a pupil, a pattern to children of twelve, of

docility, of humility, of meekness ; carefully listening

to the questions proposed to liiiu by the public teachers,

and answering with deference and submission, though

with intelligence and decision ; and ^proposing, in his

turn, questions that led to important truth and really

useful knowledge, not such as displayed the acutcness

of him who interrogated, or that aimed at exposing

him of whom the answer was demanded. In truth

ever since I could read and understand the words of
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the historian, I have considered this little anecdote of

our blessed Lord, as of singular importance in his cha-

ter, as the great teacher of mankind. The age of

twelve is an interesting crisis in human life. The ra-

tional soul is then shaking off the child, and emerging
into the man. There is about that period, knowledge
enough to minister fuel to vanity and self-conceit, but

not enough to discern ignorance and folly ; there is

learning sufficient to tease and perplex, but not to at-

tract and conciliate affection. And did it please thee,

meek, and condescending Jesus, to instruct that way-

ward season of existence, when youth begins to feel

the force of example, to blush at petulance, to be in-

fluenced by honest shame and honest praise, that season

when the heart is awake, alive all over to the bitterness

of censure, or to the sweets of approbation? Yes,

and we see in thee with wonder and joy the happy
medium between the firmness of conscious wis-

dom, and the forwardness of assumed superiority :

between the meekness and gentleness which are the

inseparable concomitants of real ability, and the self-

sufficiency which betrays want of talents, supporting

itself by extravagance of claim. That this is the just

view of our blessed Lord's conduct is evident from
the effect which it produced. You need not to be told

of the jealousy of aged and professional men. Not a

doctor in the temple but would have felt cUid resented

the mortifying superiority of a child, had that supe-

riority been ostentatiously displayed ; but his whole
deportment excited only admiration and love ; his un-

derstanding was equalled only by his affability and con-

descension ; he at once instructs his teachers and gains
their good will ; "all that heard him were astonished
at his understanding and answers."

If strangers were thus moved by a mild display of
early, unaffected wisdom, what must a parent have felt,

whose heart but a moment before was throbbing with
anguish unutterable? How happy is she to acknowledge
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such a son, the delight of every eye, the theme of every

tongue. Buteven Mary, the mother of Jesus, is weak and
imperfect, she speaks unadvisedly with her hps, slie

presumes to mingle upbraiding and reproach with ex-

pressions of endearment and exultation ; she has for-

gotten from whence she received him, the character

given him of the angel before he was conceived in the

womb, the sacred names which he bore, the testimony

which God had so repeatedly given to his beloved Son ;

she addresses him, all-wonderful as he was, as if he had
been merely an ordinary child, who had thoughtlessly

and wantonly rambled away from his parents, and had
given them unnecessary trouble and pain, He whose
every word, every action had an important meaning
and design. *' Son," says she, " why hast thou thus

dealt with us ? Behold thy ftUher and 1 have sought

thee sorrowing." And no^v the answer of Christ to

this question unfolds the great end which he had in

view, through the whole transaction. It was time for

him to assert his divine original ; and the meekest and

most submissive of all children stands invested with

divine majesty, " how is it that ye sought me? Wist
ye not that I must be about my father's business ?'*

or, as it might perhaps with greater propriet}'^ have

been rendered, " in my father's house.''

What a lesson is conveyed to the world in this re-

ply? Sacrevi* is the authority of a mother over a son of

twelve years of age, but there is an authority still more
sacred, of which a child even of that age may be sen-

sible. When the honor of God is concerned, the voice

of nature must be suppressed. When the voice of

heaven calls, the decencies and civilities of life must
give place, and all secondary obligations and conside-

rations must be swallowed up of the first. He silently

endured the reproach of being called the carpenter's

son by strangers, but his own mother must denominate

him what he is, and what she knew him to be. But
reproof of a parent must be insinuated, not brought
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directly forward ; and here again the pattern is

perfect ; delicacy and firmness unite to spare the

mother, yet reprove the offence ; and whatever were

the other questions and answers of this celebrated con-

ference, those which are on record will remain an ever-

lasting monument of the perfect union of wisdom and

harmiessness, which distinguished the Son of God
from every other.

The sun, having shone forth in his temporary efful-

gence, again hid its face in clouds, and sumbitted to an

eclipse of eighteen years longer ; He divested himself

of all authority ; He sought not glory from man ; He
became of no reputation, He took on him the form of

a servant. '* He went down with them, and came to

Nazareth, and was subject unto them ;" and by this

voluntary humiliation of himself, by this retreat into

the shade, more than by ten thousand precepts and ar-

guments. He has inculcated the practice of humility

on his disciples. A few short words contain the his-

tory of many years, even so, holy father, for it seemed
good in thy sight ;

" Jesus increased in wisdom and

stature, and in favor with God and man." Let us not

presume to draw aside the veil which infinite wisdom
has spread, nor seek to be wise above what is written,

these things the angels desire to look into, and some of

these things, though now they are hidden from us, wc
may be permitted to know hereafter.

About the period of this passover, when Christ was
shewing himself in the temple, after this extraordinary

manner, as the Son of God, Augustus Cassar, the em-
peror of Rome, dies, and is succeeded in the throne

by Tiberius. About six years after, Josephus, called

Caiaphas, was made high-priest of the Jews, through
the partial favor of Valerius Gratus, the Roman go-

vernor. Towards the end of the twelfth year from
that period, Pontius Pilate was sent into Palestine as

procurator of Judea, in the room of Valerius Gratus,

and John Baptist entered on the exercise of his public *
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ministry. These names are now stripped of all their

glory ; those stations are now fallen into disuse, those

events are now stripped of all their importance, save

what they derive from the relation which they bare to

yonder babe in the stable, that child in the midst of the

doctors, that gentle, obscure, unassuming youth of
Nazareth of Galilee. So differently do objects weigh
when examined by the scale of the world, and tried

by the balance of the sanctuary. In the next leciure

we will proceed, if God permit, to the history of

Christ's baptism, and of the illustrious testimony then

given from the most excellent glory to Jesus Christ,

as God's well-beloved Son,
*' Let us with Mary keep all these sayings in our

heart." Let us, from the example of this pious pair,

regularly attend the worship of God's house, " not

forsaking the assembling of ourselves as the manner
of some is :" and thus shall we " go from strength to

strength" till we appear before God in Zion. Let us

carefully attend to the proper mode of treatment of

children, suited to age, to capacity, to temper and dis-

position. The discipline adopted to childhood is by
no means suited to a more advanced state : and when
the youth has become a man, and " put away childish

things, " he must be treated as a man. It is of import-

ance to know when the stimulus, when the bridle is to

be employed. What would; overwhelm the timid,

may prove hardly a curb to the headstrong ; the slow
of speech and understanding must not be urged into

the speed of the acute and impetuous. Parents rejoice

in a forward display of faculties in their children ; they

encourage it, and they not seldom repent it. The op-

posite error is not common, and is therefore less an ob-

ject of caution. The difficulties which daily present

themselves, in managing the progress of the human
mind, are frequently insurmountable by the ordinary

powers of man, which therefore stand in need of the

illumination of *' wisdom from above ;'* "if any of
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you," then, " lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that

giveth to sill men liberally, and iipbraideth not ; and it

shall be given him."
Let the young be instructed how to rise into emin-

ence and distinction. Covet not, pursue not premature
honor and applause. Extorted praise is gratifying nei-

ther to the giver nor the receiver ; a free-will offering

of approbation is " twice blest ; it blesseth him that

gives, and him that takes." Meditate on the familiar

image, which, no doubt, has frequently been suggest-

ed to you : honor, like the shadow, pursues the flyer,

and flies from the pursuer. Demand less than your
due, and men will be disposed to give you the more.

My young friends, " be not children in understand-

ing : howbeit, in malice be ye children, but in under-
JHtanding: be men."

VOL. IVi
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Now zvhen all the people zvere baptized, it came to

pasSy that Jesus also being baptixed, and prai/ing,

the heaven ivas opened^ and the Holy Ghost de-

scended in a bodily shape ^ like a dove, upon him,
and a voice came from heaven, which said, thou
art 7ny beloved Son ; in thee I am well pleased.

And Jesus himself began to be about thirty years
of age, being (as zvas supposedJ the son of Joseph

j

zvhich zvas the son of IIeli....lj\jKE iii. 21. ..23,

THE declared purpose of our evangelist, in under-
taking to write this history, is that his most ex-

cellent friend Theophilus, and with him every lover of
God and truth, " might know the certainty of those

things wherein he had been instructed." This " cer-

tainty" is demonstrable from the spirit which Christi-

anity breathes, and from the external evidence by which
its divine original was confirmed. The religion of Je-

sus Christ proves that it came down from heaven, from
the father of, lights, by the character of the great Au-
thor and Finisher of our faith, by the example of all

righteousness which he set, by the purity and heavenly-

mindedness which he displayed and recommended, by
the labors of mercy and love whith he performed, by
the suffering which he patiently underwent, aitd by
" the glory that followed." To these Providence was
pleased to superadd proofs that reach the understand-

ing through the medium of sense ; namely signal, su-

pernatural and frequently repeated testimonies, exhib-

ited in the presence of a cloud of witnesses, who pro-

duced a clear, concurring, consistent mass of evidence.
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respecting facts which fell under the personal observa-

tion of their own eyes and ears and which were never

contradicted nor even called in question.

At this distance of time and place, the last mention-

ed species of evidence, that of external circumstances,

must of necessity be transmitted to us through the

channel of history, and its validity must rest on the

veracity of the historian. The other sort of evidence

is the same yesterday, to day, and forever. This coun-
sel approves itself to be of God, to the conviction of

every one who seriously examines it, at whatever dis-

tance of time and place, from its indeliable characters,

from the universalit}^ of the field which it embraces,

and from the glorious and godlike end at which it

aims : in a word, from its congeniality to the feelings,

to the wishes, and to the wants of human nature. Had
no prediction taught the world to expect a deliverer

;

had no miracle declared Him the great Lord of the

universe ; had no voice from Heaven proclaimed Him
the beloved Son of God, He must have stood confess-

ed, the predicted Emanuel, God with us, in his com.
passion to the miserable, in his patience with the fro-

ward, in his forbearance toward the evil and unthank-

ful, in his clemency to the guilty. The gospel breathes
*' peace on earth and good will to men ;" its unbound-
ed liberality diffuses its influence over the whole world
of mankind ; its professed aim and end are to confer

all possibly attainable happiness on every human being,

in the life which now is, and perfect and everlasting fe-

licity in that which is to come. The object which
Christianity proposes to itself is to reform, to purifv,

to exalt our fallen nature, by making us partakers of a
divine nature ; it is to rear the fabric of present and
everlasting blessedness on the solid foundation of wis-

dom, truth and virtue. It penetrates and pervades
every principle of our nature, and enters completely

into the detail of human life and conduct : it informs
the understanding, melts the heart, overawes the con-
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science, and brings the trembling, guilty, helpless, de-

sponding creature unto God. If these are not the cha-

racters of a revelation from the God and father of all

men. What characters are sufficient to produce belief?

If the spirit and tendency of the gospel work not con-

viction, the descent of an angel from heaven, or the

return of one from the regions of the dead would be
equally inefficacious.

In this "doctrine according to godliness," Men
and brethren, we behold genuine philosophy, not care-

lessly slumbering over fancied plans of improvement,
not coldly suggesting ideas of reform, not bewildering

herself in the peradventures of doubtful disputation,

but philosophy alive, awake and in action ; philosophy

doing good and diiTasing happiness ; the divine philo-

sophy which brings God down to dwell with men upon
earth, and which raises men from earth to heaven. In

its great Author we behold not the sullen, supercilious

recluse, looking with affected contempt on the weakness

and ignorance of mankind, talking and arguing sagely,

and effecting nothing, but the beneficent friend of man,
mixing with society, looking with complacency on
harmless enjoyment, stretching forth the hand to re-

lieve distress, with patience and condescension in-

structing the ignorant, outrunning the expectations

and even the desires of the humble, and overcoming
evil with good. At every period, and in every condi-

tion of life, we behold Him a perfect pattern of every

possible excellence.

We have already contemplated the blessed Jesus in

his original glory, before the world was, and in all the

wonders of his humiliation to the level of humanity :

we have beheld Kim in all the affecting interest of in-

fancy and childhood, born in a stable, laid in a manger,

aimed at by the dagger of a ruffian, driven into exile,

meekly retiring into obscurity, silently increasing in

wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man.
IFrora the age of twelve to thirty years, that is for moi'c
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than half the period which He tabernacled among men,
Providence has seen meet to withhold all traces of his

history. Within the short space of about three years

is comprized the detail of all the things which Jesus

did, and taughr, and suffered as the Saviour of man-
kind. To this eventful era we are now brought for-

ward, and we enter on the contemplation of it with

mixed emotions of wonder, reverence and joy-

Stand by, ye princes and potentates of the earth ;

the King of kings is about to make his public entry.

What is the consecration of a prelate, the coronation

of an emperor, the voice of a trumpet, the anointinfj-

with oil, compared to the majesty, solemnity and im-
portance of the scene displayed on the banks of the

Jordan ! Bend your heads and cover your flices, " ye
angels that excel in strength," He whom ye are all

commanded to worship is here. Behold he cometh
from Nazareth of Galilee, to the baptism of John ; the

greater to be baptized by the less: Eighteen years

hast thou now passed, Jesus of Nazareth ! unseen,
unknown, unregarded ; under the humble appellation

of the carpenter's son, partaking perhaps of the labors

of his occupation, faring simply, submitting to autho-

rity, unmortified by subjection to poverty, neglect and
reproach ; and thus hast thou become a gentle and si-

lent, but a severe reprover of the restlessness of am-
bition, of the thirst of distinction, of the impetuosity

of appetite, of impatience of restraint. The Saviour
of the world, my friends, was pleased to pass through
the successive stages of human life, that he mifj-ht

sanctify and instruct every age of man. He became
an infant of days, that He might sanctify infcmcy, and
stamp importance and respect upon it; he shewed
himself in the temple at the age of twelve, that he
might sanctify, and instruct that more advanced perii-d

of life in the duty of frequenting the house of God,
and of resorting to age, office and cxperirnce f )r the

lessons of wisdom. He advanced to maturity to sane-
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tify, and instruct grown men to practise self-denial,

self-government, to be content with tlieir lot, to re-

press inordinate desire, to aim at eminence by learning

to become useful. " He that believeth shall not make
haste." He remained thus long in the shade, that

He might teach his disciples to bear obscurity and re-

tirement, and to cease from premature aspiring. He
emerges at length into the light, the season of open and
beneficial exertion being come, that he might correct

a spirit of indolence, irresolution and affected humili-

ty ; and to tell every man, that he is sent into the world

to act an important part, that he is entrusted with talents

for the employment of which he is accountable, that

God and his fellow creatures have claims upon him,

which he must satisfy at his peril.

The approach of Jesus to Jordan is perceived and
announced by the Baptist. The spirit which cnahded

Simeon to discern the Saviour in the person of a little

child, when presented in the temple, now discloses to

the' eye of the prophet, who came in the spirit and
power of Elias, the same divine person on the eve of

entering upon his public ministry. He suspends for a
moment the employment of teaching and baptizing the

multitude, in which he was engaged, to point out to

them " the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin

of the World." " As the people were in expectation,

and all men mused in their hearts of John, whether he

were the Christ or not ; John answered, saying unto
them all, I indeed baptize you with water; but one
mightier than I cometh, the latchct of whose shoes I

am not w^orthy to unloose : he shall baptize you with

the Holy Ghost, and with fire."

John, at first, modestly declines the exercise of his

office in a case so very extraordinary. Hitherto he had

taught only the ignorant and vicious, and baptized

only the impure, in the view of preparing them to re-

ceive the blessings of the approaching kingdom of hea-

ven ; self-righteous Pharisees, unbelieving profligate
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Sadducees, rapacious publicans, seditious, violent and
discontented soldiers, such were the men who came to

his baptism. But here the application is made by
Him " who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate

from sinners : who did no sin, neither was guile found
in his lips." This, prophet as he was, confounds
all the Baptist's ideas of propriety, and he exclaims :

*' I have need to be paptized of thee, and comest thou
to me ?" The reply of Christ unfolds his spirit, and
conveys to us many a useful lesson :

*' Suffer it to be
so now ; for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteou-

ness." Perfect purity can suffer no contamination
from intercourse with the unclean ; the impure pollute

each other, and the contagion spreads. Conformity in

things innocent and lawful is a duty imposed by decen-
cy, kindness and regard to peace ; dissent merely for

the sake of dissent is a mixture of pride and bigotry.

That may be admitted under peculiar circumstances,

which is not to be drav/n into a precedent, nor estab-

lished as a general rule. A public character is con-

cerned to study his own dignity, and the propriety and
consistency of his conduct. The question is not what
he may do, but what it becomes him to do. " Things
lovely and of good report" must be thought of toge-

ther with things that are "true, honest, just and pure.'*

It became Him to give public testimony to the baptism
of John, the baptism of repentance, because it led

directly to his own mission, and to the kingdom which
He was to establish in the world. It became him to

put respect on every institution, ceremonial as well as

moral, that had the sanction of divine authority, of

general use, or of obvious utility. The ceremonial

law required *' divers washings" and the immersion
of the body in water was by no means a novel practice

introduced by John, but transmitted through the suc-

ceeding ages of the legal dispensation, and compliance

with it our Lord considers as part of " the fulfilling of

(ill righteousness," and therefore as incumbent on
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himself, being the great pattern of propriety. We
find liiin, on another occasion, submitting to an arbi-

trary imposition, that he might not seem to give of-

fence, in the matter of the tribute money, and per-

forming a miracle rather than shew disresj)ect to go-

vernment. " Lest we should offend them." says he

to Peter, *' go thou to the sea, and cast an hook, and

take up the fish that first cometh up ; and when thou

hast opened his mouth thou shalt find a piece of money

:

that take, and give unto them for me and thee."

Thus he not only " fulfilled," to an iota, " all righ-

teousness," prescribed by the law, but submitted

himself to the *' ordinance of man, for the Lord's

sake."

But there was a farther view in this solemn transac-

tion. The Messiah must be publicly set apart to the

excution of his high prophetic office, and He prefers

the baptism of John as the mode of performing that

august ceremony. He passes through the water into the

reign of grace ; the kingdom of heaven was now come,
and such was his humble entry into it. But this vo-

luntary descent is to be immediately followed by a rise

into glory which eclipses all the glory of this world.

Samuel anointed Saul with a vial, and afterwards Da-
vid with a horn of material oil ; the Prince *' upon
the throne of David, of the increase of whose govern-

ment and peace there should be no end," is anointed

with the Holy Spirit. The numerous and sounding

titles of earthly potentates are, at their inauguration,

proclaimed by sound of trumpet ; the simple title of

the King of kings, and Lord of lords, is proclaimed

by a voice from heaven. The eyes and ears of the

spectators at once bear witness to the declaration of the

Son of God. *' It came to pass, that Jesus also being

baptized, and praying, the heaven was opened, and
the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape, like a

dove, upon him, and a voice came from heaven,

>vhich said, thou art my beloved Son j in thee I am
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well pleased." Painters have presumed to represent

this descent of the Holy Ghost under the form of a

material dove. The descending, hovering motion,
nor the bodily shape of that bird, is surely all that the

expression in the evangelists conveys to the mind. As
well might an attempt to paint the dazzling lustre of

flaming fire, or the sound of the voice that spake, or

the motion of the splendid appearance which then fil-

led the sky, as pretend to give precise and permanent
form to an apparition of deity, which, having fulfilled

its purpose, passed away.
Thus, christians, was consecrated to the noblest

work ever undertaken, the great '* Prophet that should
come into the world."...." The prince of the kings of

the earth."...." The apostle and high-priest of our pro-

fession," God " also bearing witness, both with signs

and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the

Holy Ghost, according to his own will." And thus

was fulfilled the Scripture which saith :
" There shall

come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a branch
shall grow out of his roots : and the Spirit of the Lord
shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and under-

standing, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of

knowledge and of the fear of the Lord ; and shall

make him of quick understanding in the fear of the

Lord : and he shall not judge after the sight of his

eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears

:

but with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and re-

prove with equity for the meek of the earth : and he
shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and
with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked.

And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and
faithfulness the girdle of his reins." And thus is the

church of Christ founded upon a rock, *' and the gates

of hell shall not prevail against it."

It is unworthy of remark, that this testimony to the

Son of God, from " the excellent glory," was given

^hile he was praying ? "As He prayed" aiso, gn the

OL, IV. o
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mount of transfiguration, a similar testimon}' was ex-
hibited, " There came a cloud, and overshadowed
them : and there came a voice out of the cloud sa} ing.

This is my beloved Son ; hear Him.'* Asjain, while

Jesus prayed " Father, glorify thy name ;" the testi-

mony from on high was repeated. " Then c ime there

a voice from heaven saying, I have both glorified it,

and will glorify it again," Such is the promptitude
of intercommunication between earth and heaven. So
rapidly ascend the breathings of a devout spirit to the

throne of God ; so swiftly descend the tokens o£
*' good- will to men." *' The effectual, fervent prayer

of a righteous man availeth much." And if the earnest

prayer of an Elias had power to bind up the clouds of

heaven for years together, and to smite a guilty land

with thirst and famine ; how much more po\\eiful must
be the prayer of the great intercessor, that " in the

uilderness waters may break out, and streams in the

desert;" that "the parched ground may become a
pool, and the thirsty land springs of water !" There-
fore also " men ought always to pray, and not to faint.**

Here are the " Three that bear record in heaven,

the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost : and
these three are one." " Who can by searching find

out God : Who can find out the Almighty unto per-

fection ?" Who is able to comprehend what is the

breadth, and length, and depth, and height ; and to

know the love of Christ which passeth knowledge ?'*

We have made no remark on the mode of baptism
which John employed, because it might lead to con-

troversy, which is unprofitable, to the neglect of prac-

tical *' goodness," which " is profitable unto all

things." " Let every man be fully persuaded in his

own mind." " Why dost thou judge thy brother?

or why dost thou set at nought thy brother ?" " Who
art thou that judgest another man's servant? to his

own master he standeth or falleth." Let the spirit of

the ordinance be chiefly attended to : wise and gooi^
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men may very innocently differ about the form, " It

is the spirit that quickeneth," the outv^ard Ibrm is of

secondary importance.

Parents, have ye devoted your infant offspring to

God, by the sprinkhng with water ? Reixiember the

solemn engagements which you then voluntarily un-

dertook to bring them up in the fear, " nurture and
admonition of the Lord.'' Meditate frequently and

seriously on the responsibility under which you are

laid, to God, to your children, to the world. Your
fellow worshippers will witness against you, if you
trifle with, if you neglect, if you corrupt your sacred

charge. These young ones look up to you for protec-

tion, for instruction, tor an example ; they call upon
you to fulfil your promise in their behalf. They ask
bread of you ; Will you give them a stone ? They
ask a fish ; Wiil you give them a serpent ? They look

to you for the portion of goods that falleth to their

share ; not only " the meat which perishcth, but that

meat which endureth unto everlasting life." Ifyoii
are unfaithful they are undone. On the other hand,
*' great is your reward" on earth, and still greater
*' your reward in heaven," if you are honored to be-

come their spiritual parents, as you are parents after

the flesh ; if, after having introduced them into this

world of nature, you are made the happy instruments
of introducing them into the kingdom of God ; if you
and they together are at length added " to the general
assembly and church of the first-born, which are writ-

ten in heavirn, and to the spirits of just men made
perfect," through Jesus the mediator of the new co-
venant, and tiie " blood of sprinkling, that speaketh
better things than that of Abel."
Young man, thou wertin early infancy, by the piety

of affectionate parents, babtized in the name of the Fa-
ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. The
birth of nature bestowed on thee the name of thy Father
after the flesh ; when thou vvert sprinkled with water.
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another name was prefixed to it, which continues to be
thy distinctive appellation. Both were indeed imposed
wichout thy consciousness or consent, but in both thou
hast cheerfully acquiesced, perhaps they are a source

of pride to thee. Even the acquisition of an estate

will hardly induce a man of spirit to forego his parental

designation, but the christian name is indeliable. Every
time thou writest it then, every time thou hearest it

addressed to thee, thou art admonished of thy dedica-

tion to God. Baptismal engagements rise into view.
*' I am not my own, for I am bought with a price.

What, deny my name ! What, sell it for a painted

bauble ! No, I glory in it ; I will not permit it to be
dishonored. What my parents did in my behalf when
I was a little child, I now openly avow. They have

done their part, through the help of God I will do
mine. The name of Christ shall not be blasphemed

through my unworthiness. My brothers bear with

me the common name of our ancestors, but I will ren-

der my own distinguished among many brethren. I

will never blush at being called a christian."

My friend, thou hast passed through the water at the

age of puberty. Baptism was thy own act and deed.

Thou hast entered into the kingdom of God, consci-

ously, deliberately. The vows of God are upon thee.

That young person, made a christian by the act of pa-

rents, when come to years may disallow that act, may
renounce the name, but thou hast subscribed with thy

hand unto the Lord.

Thou hast put the yoke of Christ upon thy own
neck and hast assumed his burthen. Thou hast open-

ed thy mouth unto the Lord, and must not look, must
not go back. Thou standest pledged to God and to

the world to support the honor of the christian name,

"to adorn the doctrine ofGod our Saviour in all things."

You feel and acknowledge the obligation ; no tempta-

tion, no compulsion can induce thee to retract it. Next
sacramental solemnity the vow shall be renewed, re-
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peated. The language of thy heart is :
*' I am not

ashamed of the gospel of Christ : for it is the power
of God unto salvation, to every one that believeth :"

*' God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of

our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified

unto me, and 1 unto the world."

If the spirit and power of the institution, we repeat

it, are thus understood and felt, let a man pass through

water into the pale of the church of Christ, or procure

that privilege for his child, by the rite of aspersion as

conscience may prescribe, and let us " be kindly af-

fectioned one to another, with brotherly love ; in honor

preferring one another."

The evangelist, at this interval, presents us with the

genealogical table of Christ's descent from Adam
downward. It brings us all to the common level of

brethren. Through endless and intricate ramifications

every man finds himself derived from one and the same
root, " the son of Adam, the son of God." And the

christian is " born again," he is " a new creature,"

being " begotten again unto a lively hope, by the re-

surrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inherit-

ance incorruptible, undenled,and that fadeth not away."
The law of nature binds us to each other as men, the

law of the gospel doubles and strengthens the cord of

love. This is Christ's " new commandment,*' the

badge of discipleship, " the fuifilling of the law,"
" the bond of perfectness." " A new commandment,"
says our blessed Lord, " I give unto you, That ye
love one another ;• as I have loved you, that ye also

love one another. By this shall all men know that ye
are my disciples, if ye have love one to another."

Has God vouchsafed to give such testimony to the

Son of his love ? Receive it, rest upon it, improve it

as a rule of life, as a source of consolation. Ye " have
not followed cunningly devised fables, when we have

made known unto you the power and coming of our

Lord Jesus Christ j" for though you were not "eye-
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witnesses of his majesty," you have *' a more sure

word of prophecy ; ^hereunto ye do well that ye take

heed, as unto a Hght that shineth in a dark place, until

the day da vn, and the day-star arise in y».ur hearts."

Ye call Christ " Master and Lord:" and ye say

well, for so He is. '* It became him to fulfil all righ-

teousness ;" He put respect on the ordinances, on the

house, on the word of God :
" leaving us an exam-

ple, that ye should follow his steps." Let the name^
the day, the temple, the word of the Lord be hallow-

ed in your eyes. *' Know ye not, that so many of us

as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into

his death ? Therefore we are buried with him by bap-

tism into death ; that like as Christ was raised up from
the dead, by the glory of the Father, even so we also

should walk in newness of life."

*' The Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape like

a dove upon Him :" when He was leaving the world,

and going unto the Father, he promised his disciples

to " give them another Comforter, to abide with them
forever; even the Spirit of truth." That Comforter

was to teach them all things and bring all things to their

remembrance. " He shewed himself" to them *' alive

after his passion, by many infallible proofs:" He re-

peated his promise ;
*' He commanded them that they

should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the

promise of the Father, which, saith He, ye have heard

of me. For John truly baptized with water ; l^ut ye
shall be baptiz-d with the Holy Ghost, not many days

hence." It was accordingly fulfilled :
*' When the

day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with

one accord in one place. And suddenly there came a

sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and
it filled all the house where they were sitting. And
there appeared unto them cloven tongues, like as of fire,

and it sat upon each of tliem : and they were all filled

with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other

tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance." ThilS
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were they comforted for their master^s departure;

thus they received " an unction from the Holy One,"
whereby they were set apart unto, and fitted for their

great work ; thus were they strengthened to begin and
pursue a career which will be felt till time expire.

The same Spirit is promised, and is given to ui to

"help our infirmities," to " guide us into all truth, '•

to take what is Clirist's and shew it unto us, to " com-
fort us in all our tribulation," to shew us things to

come. We look not for a miraculous effusion, to ena-

ble us to speak with tongues, to prophecy, to work
miracles ; but we have good ground to ask and to hope
that God will give us " the spirit of power, and of

love, and of a sound mind." '* O send out thy light

and thy truth ; let them lead me, let them bring mc
unto thy holy hill, and to thy tabernacles ; then will I

go unto the altar of God, unto God my exceeding
joy."

Our blessed Lord entered on his public ministry at

the age of. thirty, and it was accomplished within the

space of little more than three years. Think how
much was done in that short space. Were the things

which Jesus did, as they stand on this record, and the
** many other things" not recorded therein, to be
*' written every one," such would be their number
and their lustre, that they would to the world appear

to be absolutely incredible, and therefore the world

would not be disposed to receive them. Here we
have an illustrious pattern of the employment, of the

improvement of time. " I must work," says he,
*' the works of Him that sent me, while it is day ;"

the duty of the season in its season. How ought wc
to blush at our laborious idleness, at our pompous
nothings ! What have we to shew for our thirty, forty,

fifty, threescore years ? Hardly enough to furnish a de-

cent inscription for a tombstone. Were the history of

the most industrious and useful life to be fairly delin-

eated, the world would have cause to wonder at the
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frequent and hideous chasms, the wild confusion, the

indecent rapidity, the causeless delay which the detail

would present. What a picture then must the life of
the professedly idle and dissipated, of the profligate

and vicious exhibit ! All enters into the book of God's
remembrance, and must all come into judgment.
What precious time, what invaluable opportunities of
doing and of receiving good, have been shamefully

neglected, have been vilely cast -away !

What moment granted man without acrount ?

What years arc squander'd, Wisdom's debt unpaid ?

Night Thoughts.

Much is irretrievably lost. Who knows how little

maj' remain ? " Now it is high time to awake out of
sleep : the night is far spent, the day is at hand : let

tis therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us
put on the armor of light. Let us walk honestly as in

the day," and " put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ."
** Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead,

and Christ shall give thee light. See that ye walk cir-

cumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, redeeming the

time, because the days are evil,"
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Theii was Jesus led up of the spirit into the zvilder-

?iessy to be tempted of the devil. And when he had
fasted forty days and forty nights^ he was after-

wards an hungered. And when the tempter came
to him, he said., if thou he the Son of Gody com-
mand that these stones he made bread. But he an-

swered and said., it is written., man shall not live

by bread alone, hut by every word that proceedeth

out of the mouth oj God. And the devil taketh

him up into the holy city^ and setteth him on a pin-

nacle of the temple., and saith unto him, if thou be

the So?i of God, cast thyself down : Jor it is zvrit-

ieti, he shall give his angels charge concerning thee ;

and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at

any time thou dash thy foot against a stone, Jesus

said unto him, it is zvritten again, thou shalt not

tempi the Lord thy God. Again the devil taketh

Jiim up into an exceeding high mountain, and sheio-

tth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory

of them, and saith unto him, all these things xvill /
give thee, if thou zvilt fall doivn and zvorship me.

Then saith Jesus unto him, get thee hence, satan :

for it is zvritten, thou shalt zvorship the Lord thy

God, and him only shalt thou serve- Then the de-

vil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and mi-

nistered unto him.... yiATT. iv. 1...11.

WONDERFUL is the influence v/hich external

objects possess over the mind of man : wonder-

ful it is to reflect how body and spirit act upon each
TOL. IV. ^
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Other. On a simple determination of the will, every
limb is in motion, every nerve is exerted; and the
man is burning under the line, or freezing at the pole.
Let the blood be transmitted with a little more than
usual rapidity, or move a little more sluggishly, and
all the mental faculties are deranged, a new world arises,

every former idea is blotted out. The glance of that
eye, at one time chills me with terror, and at another
it melts me into love. This note rouses me to the bat-

tle, and that soothes me into melancholy. Internal
serenity and depression are produced by a clearer or
grosser state of the air. And if we are thus liable to
be affected by objects merely material, what must be the

influence of mind upon mind ! How powerful must be
the sympathy, how prompt the communication of kin-
dred spirits, intuitively perceiving and interchanging
mutual sentiments of kindness, gratitude, or esteem

!

Who can conceive or explain the influence which be-
ings wholly spiritual, may exercise over the human
species, creatures composed of matter and spirit, whose
senses, whose imagination, whose memory, whose un-
derstanding, all are so easily impressible ?

Of all the faculties w hich spiritual beings possess,
that of rendering themselves the objects of sense, most
of all exceeds our comprehension. They present a
f®rm, they utter, and receive, and return articulate

sounds, and anon they are '* vanished into air, thin
air." The appearance of Gabriel to Zacharias and to
Mary, and of the multitude of the heavenly host to the

shepherds, is a striking demonstration of it. We have
before us another instance of this astonishing faculty,

in a spirit of a very different character, and for a very

different purpose.... Satan, the destroyer, " foe to God
and man," tempting Christ in the wilderness.

The two evangelists w ho have given us the history

of this temptation in detail, differ only in respect of
the order of the facts related, that which is placed se-

cond in St. Matthew's Gospel, is the third in Luke's,
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and that which is the second ia Luke is the third m
Matthew. We have chosen to follow the latter, be-

cause, as he was shortly after called to the office of

apostleship, he probably received the history from

Christ's own mouth ; and because the words which
He addres es to the wicked one, in the close of the

third temptation, according to Matthew's statement of

it,
'' Get thee behind me, Satan," seem to have con-

cluded the scene. The slight difference, however,

serves only to confirm the authenticity of both histo-

rians, as it is a proof that the one did not copy from

the other. We now proceed to the temptation itself.

" And when the tempter came to him, he said, if

thou be the Son of God, command that these stones

be made bread." Attend to the season v^hich he laid

hold of. It was at the moment that he saw Jesus ready

to faint with hunger. Attend to the place ; it was in

the wilderness, which produced nothing fi.t for food.

Attend to the suggestion; it presents nothing apparently

offensive. He only wishes a little seasonable reUef to

one under the pressure of the greatest distress, and that

relief procured by means at once simple and innocent.

The law had relaxed somewhat of its severity in flwor

of cases like the present, by exempting from the

punishment of theft, the person who had committed it

only to satisfy his hunger. But here there was not the

shadow of a crime ; He had but to emply the power
which he certainly possessed, and which he lawfully

might exercise. It would be a demonstration of his

immediate reliance on his heavenly leather ; it would
remove all doubt respecting the divinity of his mission.

Who could refuse to acknowledge Him who was thus

declared to be the Soa of God ? He himself wants only

this proof to induce him, like another Herod, to fall

down and worship him.

It is clear that the tempter, when he used the ex-
pression " the Son of God," did not fully apprehend
the import of what he said, that he did not mean by



124 HISTOllY or LECT. X.

it, to acknowledge the divinity of the Saviour. Had
he known with whom he had to do, Durst he have un-
dertaken to tempt and seduce him? By " the Son of
God," therefore, he understands only a prophet of
distinguished rank, superior to all otheis, of pre-emi-

nent virtue and merit, endowed with higher gifts and
powers, chosen and commissioned of Providence for

the conversion and salvation of the world, and of con-

sequence infinitely dear to God. In this persuasion

his object is an attempt to defeat the plan of Provi-

dence, to counteract the measures of Heaven, and, as

he had succeeded in the seduction of the representative

head of the human race, he entertained the infernal

hope of prevailing also over its Restorer and Redeemer.
He would dive, therefore, to the bottom of the charac-

ter of Him, for whose appearance in the »vorld such
mighty preparation had been made, and whom a series

ofcircumstances the most extraordinary had pointed out

as the peculiar care of heaven. The operation of a mira-

cle will one way or another serve to clear this up. The
conversion of stones into bread appearing to him an
impossibility, if Christ refuses to perform it, an impu-
tation lies against his power ; if he undertake without
effecting it, his divine mission is rendered questionable.

Can he be God's beloved Son, if he withheld the con-

currence of omnipotence in a situation where it is of
such high importance to determine what he in truth is ?

And again, on the other hand, if Jesus pay any atten-

tion whatever to the suggestions of Satan, he cannot

be the Son of God, for that were to betray ignorance

of the person who accosts him, and of the design

which he entertained.

Mark still farther " the depths of Satan." He too,

unhappily, knows what is in man : and he well knew
what a stimulus it is to a mind ever so slightly tinctur-

ed with pride or vain-glory, v;hen placed, especially in

eminence of station, to have the power and authority

of that station called in question. The temptatiou
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has, in this view, the air of a challenge to Christ, to

support his high pretensions by corresponding actions,

and thus he would draw Ilim into a rash imprudent,

vain-glorious display of his power, w ithout a reason

and without an end. Miracles are intended, and per-

formed for the conversion of the incredulous, at leas':

for their conviction, and to render them inexcusable.

Unless this be in view, power ceases to be under thf^

direction of wisdom. Accordingly we find that when-

ever haughty, determined unbelievers expected or de-

manded a sign, it was constantly denied them. What,
has the Father entrusted him with his authority, to sa-

tisfy a malignant curiosity : and shall that power be
lavished away, in humoring the obstinate and incor^

rigible, which is designed for the instruction and con-

firmation of such as love and seek the truth ? How,
Satan call on Christ to work a miracle? and for vhat
end ? that he might believe in him ? Was the object of

his mission to restore *' angels who had left their first

estate." Had Christ, then, at the requisition cf Sa*

tan, performed a miracle, he could have nothing in vic.v

but an ostentatious exhibition of the gifts committed
to him, which was all that the tempter v/anted.

This leads to a general observation on the uisdom
and moderation n\ hich ever governed our lord's con-

duct, in this respect. As he never employed his power
for the purposes of his own glory, because he sought
only that of his heavenly Father, so he never exercised

it to promote his own advantage ; Charity, not self-

love, dictated all his words, all his actions. He with-

draws, he retires, when he meant to provide for his

own safety ; and He remains upon the cross when in-

fidelity defied him to come down. An amiable view
of the Son of God ! In Him all power appears en-

throned, v/ith v/isdom standing on the right hand, and
charity on the left ; and it is acting continually in con-

formity to their advice. How then does he escape the

snare laid for him by the devil with such dexterity and
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artifice ? By an answer artlesjjly simple, but at the same
time exactly pointed, and directly to the purpose. The
Israelites, \vhen pressed by famine, biead failing them
in the wilderness, were sustained for forty years by
manna falling day by day from heaven ; God substi*

tuting in place of bread, the common aliment of man,
a celestial food, denominated in Scripture " Angel's.

bread,'' probably because it was prepared and dispens-

ed by the ministration of angels. This gives occasion

to Moses to observe, in recapitulating the conduct o£

Providence toward that people, " the Lord thy God
led thee these forty years in the wilderness, to humble
thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thine

heart, whether thou wouldest keep his commandments
or no. And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to

hunger, and fed thee with manna, which thou knew-
est not, neither did thy fathers know, that he might
make thee know that man doth not live by bread only,

but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of

the Lord doth man live."

Jesus was now in a situation exactly similar ta that

of the Israelites, in the barren wilderness, conducted
thither by the SpiritofGod, following the destination of

divine providence : hunger presses, and the demon urg:es

him to find a supply by converting stones into bread.
" There is no occasion to have recourse to this, or to

p.ny other extraordinary, uncommanded means," is the

Saviour's reply, " the unlimited power of my father

in heaven is not sul)jected to the necessity of support-

ing tiiose who are following the leadings of his Spirit

and Providence, by bread alone ; it has an infinity of

other methods to supply their wants, to provide for

their subsistence. Knowest ihou not what he did ta

the fathers in the desert, as I now am, and what the

Scripture saith upon the subject. " Man shall not live

by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out

of the mouth of God," that is through any other me-

dium, " and by any other substance which he bhall
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please to appoint, and to which he shall affix his bles-

sing." It is thus that Jesus instructs his disciples to

wield '* the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of

God;" thus he confounds the tempter, and, without

calling himself the Son of God, or proving that he

was so by working a miracle, he satisncs himself widi

making the adversary feel it by the wisdom of his an-

swer, by his confidence in God, and by a patient and

profound submission to his will.

How mortifying is the contrast between the perse*

vcrance of wickedness in the worst of causes, and the

faintness and languor of human virtue in pursuing the

best ! We are easily discouraged, we are soon weary
of well-doing, but the enemy of our salvation is inde-

fatigable, he goeth about continually, he returns still

to the charge. He has failed in his first attempt, but

he is determined to make another. He goes on a prin-

ciple but too strongly verified by melancholy experi-

ence, that every man, and in Christ he sees nothing

yet but a man, that every man has his weak side, some
sin that doth more easily beset him, some leading pro*

pensity that rules him at pleasure, and which makes
interest, and reason, and conscience, and ev^ery thing

bend to it. Let the tempter but find this out, and the

whole man is his own. He finds Jesus invulnerable

on the side of sense and vain- glory he has escaped the

snare by the wise and seasonable application of Scrip-

ture ; but may not a net be woven to entangle him,
whose cords shall be drawn from Scripture itself?

Here, in my apprehension, lies the force of the second
temptation. It is of a piece with the temptation v/hich

prevailed over " the man of God" who exclaimed
against the altar which Jeroboam had erected, " I am
a prophet also as thou art, and an angel spake unto
mfe by the loordo^ the Lord,'' and the tempter flatter-

ed himself it would be as readily believed, and therein

the deceiver deceived himself.

" Then the devil taketh him," says the evangelist.
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•* up Into the holy city, that is, Jerusalem, and setteth

him on a pinnacle of the temple," probably the sum-
mit of one of the porticos, which terminated in a plat-

form, and were surrounded by a battlement, for the

pinnacle of the temple properly so called, was inacces-

sible, being finished in form of a dome, stuck full of
sharp points gilded over to prevent the birds from
perching upon it. Josephus represents these porticos,

especially that on the south, as of a height so prodigi-

ous, from the depth of the valley below, that no head
could look downward without becoming giddy. It

was to this awful eminence that Satan was permitted to

transport from the wilderness the Son of God, and
there to propose to him to make experiment of the

power, truth and faithfulness of God, saying, " If

thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down ; for it is

written. He shall give his angels charge concerning
thee ; and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest

at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone." The
proposal was wild and extravagant in the extreme :

but not less artful than extravagant. The import of it

is plainly this, if Jesus Christ be the Son of God,
must he not repose confidence in the promises which
He has made, and rest assured of his constant care and
protection? If he does not, it must be from a secret dis-

trust of his power and goodness, from a disbelief of

Scripture promises, which were in effect to renounce
his character as the Son of God. The design of the

tempter is apparent : he means to destroy, if he can,

the object of his fear and envy. Persuaded that a fall

from such a height must prove fatalj and feeling his

power limited to art and insinuation, he tries to inspire

a presumptuous confidence in heaven, and thus to bring

to an open test what he really was, the beloved of God,
concerning whom he had given his angels charge, and
thereby terminate his own hopes, or ruin a rash and
fallible man, like every other whom he had so success-

fully tried, and thus complete liis triumph over frail hu-
manity.
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How plausible ! No miracle is so likely tomake an im-

presion in his favor on the multitude below; and what se-

curity is equal to the promise of that God who cannotlie?

Who can sufficiently admire the calmness and wisdom
witii which the insinuation is repelled ? the promise is

admitted, the security which it bestows is acknowledg-

ed, and the authority of Scripture is established. But
Scripture is not inconsistent widi itself, otherwise it

were rot the word of God ; spiritual things must
therefore be compared with spiritual, and it is written,
*' Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God." A man
is said to id?fipt God, when he calls for extraordinary

and unnecessary proofsof his providential care, through

diffidence, or to satisfy curiosity.

Thus Israel is said to have tempted the Lord, when
pressed by the want of water in Rephidim ; the supply

was granted, but the place was marked by a name which
expressed displeasure :

" he called the name of the

place Aleriba/i, ^/rZ/^-, because of the chiding ofthe chil-

dren of Israel, and because they tempted the Lord,

saying. Is the Lord among us, or not ?" The same of-

fence was again committed in the wilderness of Sin,

under the pressure of hunger :
" Can God furnish a

table in the wilderness ? can he give bread also ? can

he provide flesh for his people ?" The miracle of re-

lief was again interposed. " He commanded the clouds

from above and opened the doors of heaven...he rain-

ed down manna upon them to eat, and gave them of

the corn of heaven. Man did eat angel's food. He
rained flesh also upon them as dust, and feathered fowls

as the sand of the sea." But it is dangerous to put

the goodness and power of God to trial, and by impa-.

tience and importunity to extort the indulgence of a

man's " own desire." God often withholds in love,

and grants from just disapprobation, " They were

not estranged from their lu^^ts ; but while their meat
was yet in their mouths, the wrath of God came upoij

lhem."....And for all tiu;i " they sinned stilL"

VOL. iVo %
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We have another noted instance of a man's tempting

his Maker, in the case of Gideon, the son of Joash the

Abi-ezrite. He had been called from the threshing floor

to figlit the battles of his country; " the Lord looked

upon him, and said, Go in this thy might, and thou

shalt save Israel from the hand of the Midianites :

have not I sent thee ?" Gideon hesitates, urges, ex-

cuses himself. " And the Lord said unto him, Sure-

ly I will be with thee, and thou shalt smite the

Midianites as one man." This does not yet over-

come his diffidence ; he must have a sign to cure his

unbelief. " And he said unto him. If now I have

found grace in thy sight, then shew me a sign that

thou talkest with me. Depart not hence I pray thee,

until I come unto thee, and bring forth my present,

and set it before thee. And he said, I will tarry until

thou come again." The sign is granted. The offering

is presented upon the rock; " then the angel of the

Lord put forth the end of the staff that was in his hand,

and touched the flesh and the unleavened cakes ; and
there rose up fire out of the rock, and consumed the

flesh and the unleavened cakes. Then the angel of

the Lord departed out of his sight." Gideon per-

ceives that he has presumed too far, and begins to trem-

ble for his life, but is instantly relieved from that ter-

ror: "And the Lord said unto him, peace be unto

thee, fear not, thou shalt not die." Who would not

have deemed this proof satisfactory ? Is not incredulity

now completely disarmed? The champion of Israel

must have sign upon sign. *' And Gideon said unto

God, if thou wilt save Israel by mine hand, as thou

hast said, behold I will put a fleece of wool in the

floor, and if the dew be on the fleece only, and it be
dry upon all the earth beside, then shall I know that

thou wilt save Ijsrael by mine hand, as thou hast said.

And it was so : for he rose up early on the morrow,
and thrust the fleece together, and wringed the dew
out of the fleece, a bowl full of water," Surely the
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contention is at length come to an end, and the patience

of God will be put to no further trial. Wonder, O
heavens, and be astonished O earth, at the presump-
tion of man, and at the condescension of God !

" And
Gideon said unto God, let not thine anger be hot against

me, and I will speak but this once : Let me prove, I

pray thee, but this once with the fleece ; let it now be
dry only upon the fleece, and upon all the ground let

there be dew. And God did so that night ; for it was
dry upon the fleece only, and there was dew on all the

ground." But though Deity is thus pleased to yield

to the unreasonable demands of man, it ill becomes
man to encroach and to prescribe.

In our Lord's repulsion of this temptation, mark the

happy union which he recommends to his disciples
;

" Be ye v^^ise as serpents and harmless as doves."
Harmlessness brings no '* railing accusation," storms
not, threatens not ; even the adversary is not borne
down by the weight of authority, but craft is con-

founded by wisdom. Scripture mutilated, perverted,

misapplied, is explained by Scripture in its purity and
simplicity ; and the tempter is again made to feel his

inferiority.

With a perseverance, however, worthy of a better

cause, he returns to the charge. He has been able to

make no impression on the side of sense, appetite or
vanity. But ambition is the passion of great souls

;

and the mightv Julius had lately furnished him with an
example of the irresistible power of that lust. " If,"

said the mighty conqueror, "justice is to be violated,

the pleasure of domineering must plead the excuse."
This " prince of the power of the air, the spirit that

worketh in the children of disobedience," employs
his permitted energies, accordiagly, to expand a de-
lightful prospect of the pomp and glory of this world,
rendered still more alluring by contrast with the real

feorrors of the waste howling wilderness, from the sum-
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mit of one of whose sterile mountains the vision was
displayed. Over all this glory Satan claims absolute

and unbounded dominion, and the sole right of dispo-

sal : a claim, alas, but too well supported by reality;

and of the whole he tenders an immediate transfer, on
the easy condition of receiving homage {'6r it. " Ye
shall be as gods, knowing good and evil" was the

temptation addressed to the first Adam, and it fatally

prevailed, and mankind v^as undone. " Ail this power
will I give, and the glory of them : for that is deliver-

ed unto me, and to whomsoever I will 1 give it : If

thou therefore Milt v/orship me, all shall be thine.'*

By this temptation was the second Adam assailed ;

but it was resisted, lepelled, and mankind was restor-

ed. '' Jesus answered and said unto him. Get thee

behind me, Satan : for it is written, Thou shalt wor-

ship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve."

In Christ's rejection of the former temptation we had
occasion to remark the lovely mixture of wisdom and
innocence ; here we hav^c an equal interesting union of

wisdomandzeal: of wisdom, in wielding "the sword of

the spirit, whichisthe word of God ;" of zeal, in repres-

sing with holy indignation the insolent assumptionof the
empire of the world, and the no less insolent demand
of the homage and worship which are due to deity

alone. There is a point beyond which patience ceases

to be a virtue, and degenerates into weakness. It is

particularly so, v/hen the name, the day, the house,

the word, the worship of the great Jehovah are impi-

ously invaded and profaned. The cloven foot is then

so apparently uncovered, that nothing is left but an in-

stantaneous and abhorrent dissent, " Get thee hence,

Satan." Tuns when " the prince of this world"
came he found nothing in Christ ; no weak part, no
unguarded moment, no subjection to the frailties of

that nature which he had assumed. The demon hears

his own name. Satan, the .adversary, pronounced by
the lips of truth, and feels himself detected :
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Abash'd the devil stood,

And felt how awful goociness is, and saw
Virtue in her shape how lovely ; saw, and pin'd

His loss.

Parid. Lost.

Thus our Lord's public ministry commenced in

unparalleled trials. Thus " the captain of our salva-

tion'' began his glorious career, and was at length

made " perfec. through suffering." But these things

were spoken, and done, and suffered for our sakes.
** Christ suffered for us, leaving us an example that

we should follow his steps."...." Forasmuch as Christ

hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves like-

wise with the same mind''..,." Beloved, think it not

strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you,

as though some strange thing happened unto you :

But rejoice in as riiuch as ye are partakers of Christ's

sufferings ; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye

may be glad also with exceeding joy." Draw your

supplies, in " the evil day," from the same sacred

treasury. " Be strong in the Lord, and in the power
of his might. Put on the whole armor of God, that

ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.

For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against

principalities, against powers, against the rulers of

the darkness of this world, against spiritual wicked-

ness in high places. Wherefore, take unto you the

whole armor of God, that ye may be able to with-

stand in the evil day, and havi.ig done all to stand.

Stand, therefore, having your loins girt about v. ith

truth, and having on the breast-plate of rigliteousness j

and your feet shod with the preparation of the gos-

pel of peace ; above all, taking the shield of laidi,

wherev/ith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery

darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of salva-

tion, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word
of God : praying always with all prayer and suppli-

cation in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all

perseverance and supplication for all saints."
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Good soldier of Jesus Christ, thv chief danorer is

from within. There is a traitor iii the fortress, car-

rying on a correspondence with the foe without. Let
him be watched night and day ; let him be sacrificed

without remorse. The moment he is subdued," the

external enemy is stripped of his power. " Watch
and pray that ye enter not into temptation." *' Be
sober, be vigilant ; because your adversary the devil,

as a roaring lion, walketh about seeking whom he may
devour : whom resist stedfast in the faith." Thou
hast a weak side ; there is a " sin that doth easily be-

set'* thee, and that the tempter knoweth full well,

though it may have escaptd thy own penetration.

Oppose to his cunning the wisdom which is from
ab[Ove. In a state of warfare, remember that no dan-

ger is slight, and no foe contemptible. " Be faithful

unto death," and thou shalt receive " a crown of life;'*

*' To him that overcometh, saith the Amen, the faith-

ful and true witness, I will grant to sit with me in my
throne, even as I also overcame and am set down with

my father in his throne."

Men and brethren, we take encouragement to resist

temptation not only from the example but from the in-

tercession of Jesus Christ. Peter was to pass through

a fiery trial, and to be singed at least, if not scorched

in the flame. It was forseen and foretold by his com-
passionate master ; biit he >vould not take warning

;

he rushed into the snare and was taken, but was not

left in it. He was delivered, raised up again, restor-

ed, and his fall w^as blessed to the consolation and re-

covery of thousands :
" And the Lord said, Simon,

Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that

he may sift you as wheat : but I have prayed for thee,

that thy faith fail not ; and when thou art converted,

strengthen thy brethren." "Brethren, if a man be

overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual restore

such an one in the spirit of meekness ; considering

th^'self, lest thou alsa be tempted." And let him that
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has fallen, and hath been lifted up again, " learn to

walk circumspectly :" let him *' not be high-minded,

but fear ; let him no longer trust in himself, but " let

him trust in the name of the Lord, and stay upon his

God;" let him be merciful, as he hath obtained

mercy.
The grand tempter forced his way into a terrestial

paradise, into the holy city, scaled the pinnacle of the

temple, mingled with the sons of God, has *' trans-

formed himself into an angel of light, and ever with

a design to waste and to destroy." ^s^t into " the

paradise of God," *' that great city, the holy Jerusa-

lem, descending out of heaven from God," shall in

no wise enter any thing that defiieth, neither whatso-

ever worketh abomination or maketh a lie." Blessed

state ! when there shall be no inward corruption, and
no fear of assault from without. Fear not, " The
God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet short-

ly." " If God be for us, who can be against us?
Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect?

It is God that justifieth ; v/ho is he that condemneth?
It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again,

who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh
intercession for us. Who shall separate us from the

love of Christ ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or per-

secution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword ?

Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors,

through him that loved us. For I am persuaded that

neither death, nor life, nor angels,- nor principalities,

nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,
nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be
able to separate us from the love of God, which is in

Christ Jesus our Lord."
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A7id when the devil had ended all the temptation he de-

partedJrom himfor a season. And Jesus returned

i?i the power of the spirit into Galilee : and there

zve?it out a iame of him through all the region round
about. And he taught in their synagogues, being

glorified of all. And he came to Nazareth^ where
he had been brought up : and, as his custom zvas, he
ivent into the sijnagogue on the sabbath day, and
stood upfor to read. A?id there zoas delivej'ed unt&

him the book oj the prophet Elitsus : arid, tchen he
had opened the book, he found the place ivhere it

zvas zaritten, the spirit of the Lord is upon me, be-

cause he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the

poor ; he hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted, to

preach deliverance to the captivesj and recovering of
sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that arc

bruised ; to preach the acceptable year of the Lord.
And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the

minister, and sat doivn. And the eyes of all them
that zvere in the synagogue zvere fastened on him.

And he begaji to say unto them, this day is this

scripture fulfilled in your ears. And all bare hint

witness, and ivondered at the gracious zvords which

proceeded out of his ?nouth. And they said, is not

this Joseph''s son? and he saidunto them, ye ivilt

surely say unto ine this proverb, physician, healthy-

stilf : ivhatsoever zve have heard done i?i Cape?^naum,

do also here in thy country. And he said, verily, I
say nnio you, no prophet is accepted in his ozvn cozm-

iry. But I tell you of a truths many zvidozvs zvere
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in Israel in the days of Elias, ivhen the heaven was
shut up three years and six months, zvhen greatja-

mine was throughout all the land ^ but unto none of
them IVas Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a city of
Sidon, unto a woman that was a ividozv. And many
lepers were in Israel in the time of Eliseus tlie pro-

phet ; and none of them was cleansed, saving Naa-
man the Syrian. And all they in the synagogue,

. ivhen they heard these things, iverefilled zvith wrath,

and rose up and thrust him out of the city, and led

him unto the brow of the hill, ivhereon their city

was built, that they might cast him dozvn headlong.

But he, passing through the inidst of them, zvent

his ivay, and came down to Capernaum, a city of
Galilee, and taught them on the Sabbath days. And
ihey zcere astonished at his doctrine : for his zvord

7vas zoilh power....hvKE iv. 13. ..32.

WHEN the Son of God came for the Salvation of

a lost world, " verily he took not on him the

nature of angels ; but he took on him the seed of

Abraham;" he assumed not royal state, but "the
form of a servant ;" his progress was marked, not by
the blood of those u'ho opposed themselves, but by
the benefits which he conferred on the evil and un-

thankful. Subject himself to the sinless infirmities of

human nature, he was experimentally taught to sym-
pathize with the weak ;

" in that he himself suifered

being tempted, he is able to succor them that are

tempted."
The wilderness exhibited a wonderful display of di-

vine nature united to humanity, of the humiliation of

the " man of sorrows and acquainted with grief," and
of the majesty of the mighty God, who has all crea-

tures at his disposal, and under his controul. The man
*' w^as an hungred." and exposed to temptation, and
arbitrarily disposed of by an insolent foe : He was
humbled to the hearing of blasphemous suggestions,

VOL, IV, a
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and the bearing of cruel and unmerited insults. The
divinity miraculously sustained the infirmity of na-

ture, quenched the fiery darts of the devil, put Satan

to flight, received the homage and service of angels.

In all he presented an object of admiration and love,

and in every display of human excellence he exhibited

a pattern for imitation.

Jesus had now attained his thirtieth year. The spi-

rit of God and of glory rested on him ; and a voice

from heaven had declared his generation. In the so-

lemnity and solitude of a forty days retirement from all

human converse, the order of his future procedure is

settled, according to the plan of the eternal mind. Be-

hold him then, in the power of the Spirit, in the great-

ness of his strength, in the travail of his soul, returning

from the desert into Galilee, to enter on his arduous

and important undertaking. The public attention was
fixed, and expectation excited by the singular circum-

stances attending his birth and baptism. The discern-

ing eye of the Baptist saw in him " the great Prophet

who should come into the world," and with the finger

he pointed him out as " the Lamb of God, which
taketh away the sin of she world." His sudden dis-

appearance after his baptism, and after the testimony

then borne to him from above, must have been an oc-

casion of some w^onder, and a subject of much con-

versation, for on his return, at the end of the forty days,

we find his fame already spread abroad, and a general

disposition to receive and hear him, manifested. And
where does he begin his career, and what character

does he assume, and what arms does he employ ? At
Rome, the seat of empire, in the triumphant state of

a conqueror, with his sword dyed in the blood of his

enemies ? No, in Galilee, the proverbially reproachful

residence of almost his whole life, in the humble cha-

racter of a teacher of religion, and employing only the

sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. In

this we behold him teaching us a generous superiority
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to the little invidious distinctions of country and kin-

dred, a noble contempt of the glory of this world, an

ardent zeal for the glory of God, a benevolent concern

for the happiness of men, and a just discernment of the

means best adapted to the attainment of these ends.

What a silent instructor had his childhood and youth
been of subjection to parental authority, of content-

ment with a poor and mean condition, of holiness in

all manner of conversation ? What an interesting ob-

ject was presented to the eye in a form so fair, ani-

mated by a mind so pure and exalted ! With what de-

light must the ear have hung upon those Hps which
wisdom inspired, and into which grace was poured !

How commanding, how attractive that goodness m hich

was incessantly aiming at communicating good to

others ! Is it any wonder that when He became the

public and active instructor of his countrymen, he
should be " glorified of all.'' It was probably about

this period, that " the beginning of his miracles'' he

performed at Cana of Galilee, " and manifested foi'th

his glory," by turning water into wine, at the marri-

age solemnity of one of his relations or friends.

By this he approved himself the aifectionate, conde-

scending brother of mankind, and, at the same time,

the great Lord of nature, to whom all elements are

subject; and whereby he reproves the unbending pride

of affected wisdom, the uncomplying preciseness which
refuses to partake of the harmless intercourse and en-

joyments of human life, and the coldness and indiffer-

ence with which selfishness endeavors to stifle the

voice of blood, of friendship and of natural affection.

How greatly must his public ministrations have been
enhanced and endeared by the meekness and gentle-

ness of his private deportment ! What force must di-

vine truth, delivered in the synagogue, have derived
from the utterance of that tongue which in domestic
and social communication was governed by " the law
of kindness.''
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In the mere human teacher, the professional appear-

ance must frequently be at variance with the personal

;

a heart torn, with a thousand anxieties, must try to

conceal its bitterness under a serene forehead, and
calmness of speech ; and the unhappy man may
be administering to otliers that consolation to which he

himself is a stranger, or, what is infinitely worse, may
be called by pubhc duty to declare that truth which is

Lis secret reproach and condemnation. But O how
delightful the entertainment, when the hand which dis-

penses to others can w ith holy confidence take its own
appropriated share ! How dignified is the character

which, in the closet, in the parlor, in the market-place,

in the synagogue, in the pulpit, presents but one and
the same person, the servant of God, the friend of

man ; the respectable and amiable member of society,

the kind relation, the agreeable neighbor, the gentle

master, the patriotic citizen, the faithful pastor ! What
a model, in all these respects, is presented to the chris-

tian minister, in the person, the chariicter and the con-

duct of his divine master 1 What must have been the

ineffable charm of that divine eloquence which capti-

vated every ear, every heart ; which commanded uni-

versal admiration and applause ; and which, alas, such

is the enmity of the carnal mind, so soon roused the

vilest and worst of human passions in the breast of his

neighbors and acquaintance, envy, and jealousy, and

malice, and hatred ! O how pleasant it is to accom-

pany, in thought, the blessed Jcsu* from house to

house ; from devotional retirement, to useful and ne-

cessary employment ; Irom honorable employment, to

social endearment ; from the pure and innocent de-

lights of virtuous friendship, to the solemn and subhme
exercises of public w orship ; and to observe in all the

changing scenes, the same lovely simplicity, the same
nnassuming dignity, the same unvarying charity and

good will

!

But the evangelist leads us from general to particu-
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lar ideas ; and gives vivacity and effect to our medita-

tions, by bringing them to one point of time, of place

and of expression. Behold him then at Nazareth,

where he had been brought up, in the synagogue, on
the Sabbath day, according to his usual custom, stand-

ing up to read, unfolding the prophecy, the prophecy

of Isaias, a remarkable prediction, and himself the sub-

ject of it ; then closing the book, delivering it again

to the minister, sitting down to explain and apply

what he had read ; and how pleasant it is to mark thv.

emotion which every word, every action produced in

an astonished and delighted audience ! Every one of

these circumstances seems to merit a few moments
meditation.

He came to Nazareth. Having visited other parts

of Galilee, and taught in their synagogues, and re-

ceived the cheerful homage which heartfelt gratitude

pays to real worth ; having performed the duties of a

benevolent neighbor and kind relation at Cana, rejoic-

ing with them that rejoiced, and putting respect on the

ordinance of God, the idea of home suggests itself,

the kind affections become concentrated, the calls of

nature are felt and obeyed. At Nazareth his mother
dwelt ; he was well aware of lier maternal tenderness

and solicitude ; his forty days absence about his " Fa-

ther's business" must have filled her with pain inex-

pressible ; her soul was about to be pierced through
with many a sword, whose keen point could not be

averted ; but filial affection will not suffer her to feel

tlie stroke before th^^ time ; and what moments of

ecstacy to a mother those must have been which pass-

ed at Nazareth, in the house and in the synagogue,
during this blessed interval ! And what delight must
it have been to that son to minister to the consolation

of his mother !

He came to Nazareth, where he had been brought
vp. The scenes, in which early life was passed, are

painted in lively colors on the imagination. Memory
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frequently rccals, and the heart fondly cherishes
them. They are Wended with the ideas of gaiety, and
want of care, and innocence. I think with rapture on
the tree from which my childish hand plucked the
golden fruit ; on the cooling stream vvnich refreshed

the tongue, parched with juvenile exercise ; on the

flower-enamelled turf whereon I cast my weary limbs
;

on the ascent to the house of God along which my yet

unconfirmed footsteps accompanied my venerable grand-
sire at the hour of prayer ; the note of the summoning
bell is even now in mine ears. The feeling is natural;

it is harmless ; perhaps it may be virtuous. And is it

a degradation of our subject to say that we see in the

history before us, the ingenuous, generous Nazarene,
thinking with complacency on the particular spots con-

secrated by the recollections of early piety, of friend-

ship and of enjoyment ; thinking with affection, such
as only the Son of God could feel, on the associates of

tender years; on the relations which the hand of nature,

on those which the wisdom of Providence had formed ;

striving in the maturity of thirty, to communicate to

grown men that wisdom and happiness, which the un-
suspecting unenvioQs generosity of twelve delights to

convey to its equal. The Saviour of the world is here

held up in the honorable, engaging, and attractive cha-

racter of a liberal and generous townsman ; rejoicing

in the exertion of his ripened talents, his improved
powers, his enlarged abilities, for the information, im-

provement and comfort of the friends of his youth.

Attend to the place which he chose for this purpose

....the place of public assembly, devoted to the service

of God, to the conveyance of uselul knowledge, and
to the devout association of kindred spirits, the syna-

gogue. There is indeed no real difference of place, in

respect of sanctity. Wherever God is worshipped
" in spirit and in truth," there is holy ground. But
man, swallowed up as he is of sense, must have the

devout affections raised by an appeal to the lower facul-
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ties of his nature : and the form and situation of the

spot where he worships, must be called in to assist the

mind, to promote the love of his fellow worshippers,

to give energy to kind affections, and to elevate the

soul to the Creator, on the wings of love to the crea-

ture whom he has formed after his own image. To
thee, blessed Jesus ! the city and the wilderness, the

mountain and the sea-shore, the temple and the upper

chamber were one and the same thing ; but it pleased

thee to be a pattern of " decency and order," to ex-

emplify submission to the ordinance of God, to walk

before thy kindred and acquaintance, in " things which

are lovely and of good report."

The service of the synagogue was not at that time

perfectly pure ; many corruptions both in doctrine and
practice had been introduced, but still God was wor-

shipped there, and Scripture still flowed pure and un-

contaminated ; and he will not seem to pour contempt

on what savored of human imperfection, lest that Vv^hich

was genuine and divine should fall into disrepute. A
virtuous state of society, and a pure church are highly

desirable ; but in order to enjoy such a happy order of

things, a man " must needs go out of the world.'*

All that wisdom and piety united can achieve, is gra-

dually and temperately to ameliorate the public morals,

and to rectify disorders Vv'hich may have crept into the

church. No vigilance nor sagacity can prevent the

enemy from sowing tares among the wheat ; but though
they may be ever so distinguishable, they are not rudeiy

and prematurely to be rooted up, '* lest, while ye ga-

ther up the tares, ye root up also the wheat vvrith them.'*

They must " both grow together until the harvest.'*

The holy Jesus derived no taint from a disorderly syna-

gogue and a profaned temple ; but he restored the

order of the synagogue, and the sanctity of the tem-
ple. He could contract no impurity by sitting down
to meat with publicans and sinners ; and learn no hy-

pocrisy by communication with pharisees ; but by the
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wisdom and purity of hivS conversation, publicans and
sinners were reproved, instructed and reformed, and
hypocrisy stood detected. There is a mean, dishonor-

able and criminal " becoming all things to all men."
for the sordid purposes of self interest, or the grati-

fication of a vain-glorious spirit ; but there is like-

wise an honorable, manly and praise-worthy accommo-
dation to the wants and wishes of our fellow-creatures,

which disinterestedly aims at their good. This lesson
" Paul, the servant of Jesus Christ," and the most in-

dependent in spirit of all mankind, had been taught in

the school of his divine master. "^ For though," says

he, *' I be free from all men, yet have I made myself
servant unto all, that I might gain the more. And
unto the Jews 1 became as a Jew, that I might gain

the Jews ; to them that are under the law, as under
the law, that I might gain them that are under the

law ; to them that are without law, as without law
(being not without law to God, but under the law to

Christ) that I might gain them that are without law. To
the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the

weak : I am made all things to all men, that I might
b}'^ all means save some. And this I do for the gos-

pel's sake, that I might be partaker thereof with you."
Time permits not at present to proceed on the con-

sideration of the other particular circumstances attend-

ing this sacred lecture of the great teacher ; such as

the time when it was delivered.... /A^ Sabbath daily

the uniformity and constancy of the practice, as his

cusf.um zoas i the attitude and exercise, he stood up
for to read ; the subject, a prediction concerning him-
self from the book of the prophet Esaias ; his com-
mentary upon it, this day is this Scripturefutflied in

your ears ; and finally, the effect produced on his au-

dience, the eyes of all them that were in the Synagogue
ivere fastened on him ; and all bare him ivitness, and
zvondered at the gracious zvords xvhich proceeded out

qf his mouth. These particulars, therefore, will con-
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stitute the subject of our next exercise of this kind*

We conclude the present with a few practical reflec-

tions.

1. Meditate on the venerability of the sabbath, the

day of sacred rest. It is the ordinance of God him-

self, who is represented in Scripture, not only as the

author of the institution, but as setting the example of

its devout oljservance. " On the seventh day God end-

ed his work which he had made ; and he rested on the

seventh day from all his work which he had made." He
made it a season of solemn contemplation :

" God saw
every thing tJiat he had made, and behold it was very

good." He pronounced a benediction upon it^ and set

it apart to holy purposes :
" And God blessed the se-

venth day and sanctified it : because that in it he had
rested from all his work which God created and made."
It is one of the natural measurements of time, though
modern infidelity has made an attempt to efface it.

It wears a benevolent and merciful aspect toward man
and beast. It is intimately and indissolubly connected

with religion. The violation of the sabbath was con-

sidered, under the Mosaic dispensation, as a flagrant

contempt of the divine authority, and subjected the

offender to the punishment of death. To the regul-

lar and spiritual observance of it, on the other hand,

were annexed many and gracious promises. I quote

only the following :
" If thou turn away thy foot from

the sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my holy day

:

and call the sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord,
honorable ; and shalt honor him, not doing thine own
ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking
thine own words : then shalt thou delight thyself in

the Lord ; and I will cause thee to ride upon the

high places of the earth, and feed thee with the herit-

age of Jacob thy father : for the mouth of the Lord
hath spoken it." The substitution of the first, in

place of the seventh day of the week, under I'.ie evan-

gelical dispensation, binds more closely, not relaxes

VOL. IV. s
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the obligation ; and the honor vvhicli God has been
pleased to put upon it, is a sufficient reconimendation,
independent of the authority of human laws. As, on
the contrary, the character of the persons who live in

the open and habitual neglect or profanation of it, is

the reverse of a recommendation to every man of sense,

decency, and virtue. But,

2. Take care not to sink the spirit in the letter of the

ordinance. It is a day of rest ; but idleness and rest

are very different things. The mental composure and
repose of the man, infinitely transcend the listless inac-

tion of the brute. The body of the man indeed rests

from the painful toil of the week, and his mind from its

perplexing cares. But this is perfectly consistent with

vigorous bodily exertion, and with intenseness ofmen-
tal application. The feet, the hands, the eye, the tongue,

may all be actively employed in rendering unto God a

"reasonable service." The superior powers of the

soul may be in an ascending motion up to " the Father

of lights;" and in a progressive motion toward the
" rest which remaineth to the people of God." The
lips of the wise and good may be devoted to the dif-

fusion of useful knowledge, and the ear of the willing

and obedient may drink in the doctrines of truth and
the obligations of duty. This mutual interchange of

kind offices, will produce an interchange of kind affec-

tions. Good will amojig men will be preserved and
promoted. The bands of nature ^v•ill be strengthened

by those of religion. To worship in one temple will

become a bond of union among brethren, and will ex-

tinguish the coal of animosity ; and thus " godliness

will be found profitable unto all things,'' and will exert

a happy influence over " the life which now is," while

it embraces " the promise of that which is to come."

3. Conformity in things of inferior or of no mo-
ment, is a duty which we owe both to ourselves and

to others : to ourselves, because it is the mark of a

gracious and condescending character ; to others, bC'
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cause every man has a title to deference 'and respect,

in matters where another man's conscience is not con-

cerned. Sourness and incompliance are no part of the

Spirit of Christ. Nevertheless, many who bear that

name discover a tenaciousness of trifles, a bigotry to

self-opinion, inconsistent not only with the christian

temper, but with good sense and good manners. Tliis

moroseness of disposition levels all distinctions and
affixes the same idea of criminality to an enormous
offence and adherence to a harmless form or ceremony.
With a man of this description, " He that killeth an

ox, is as if he slew a man : he that sacrificeth a lamb,

as if he cut oft' a dog's neck ; he that offereth an obla-

tion, as if he offered swine's blood ; he that burneth

incense, as if he blessed an idol." Difference of opinion

among men is part of the plan of a wise Providience.

It affords exercise to human faculties ; it expands a

field for the display of mutual forbearance ; it is a

striking manifestatation of the variety of the works of

God. He who will yield no point, however insignifi-

cant, has no reason to expect that his punctilio should

be regarded. Were the whole world of this ungainly,

iintractable, uncomplying nature, society [would pre-

sent a perpetual and universal strife of contradictory

feelings, humors and interests. The rule of the gos-

pel is in this case, as in every other, absolute :
" All

things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you,

do you even so to them : for this is the law and the

prophets." Indeed the great Prophet carries the spi-

rit of his religion much farther : ''I say unto you, that

ye resist not evil ; but whosoever shall smite thee on
thy right cheek, turn to him the other also. And if

any man will sue thee at the law, and take away thy

coat, let him have thy cloak also. And v/hosoever

shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain.

Give to him that asketh thee ; and from him that

would borrow of thee turn not thou away."
4. Watch and sicze every promising opportunity of
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doing good ; and such occur ever}' day that we live.

Have we not the poor always with us ? Might Hot the

crumbs which fall from that table be given to feed many
starving mouths ? Do we not live in contact with igno-

rance and vice, with misery and disease ? And is it in

our power to grant no relief, not so much as "a cup
of cold water ?'' It is truly humbling to reflect how
means and occasions of being useful to the bodies and

to the souls of men, and of promoting our own highest

interests, have been carelessly neglected, or deliberate-

ly abused. Judgment to come, however, sets the mat-

ter in a very serious light : "I was an hungered, and
ye gave me no meat : I was thirsty, and yc gave me
no drink : I was a stranger, and ye took me not in :

naked, and ye clothed me not : sick, and in prison,

and ye visited me not." " Verily I say unto you, in

as much as ye did it not to one of the least of these,

ye did it not to me."
But this direction too must be accompanied with a

caution. " Let not your good be evil spoken of."
" Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither

cast ye your pearls before swine, lest they trample

them under their feet, and turn again and rent you."
There is an officiousness of perhaps well-meaning

goodness, which sometimes disdains to weigh the cir-

cumstances of times, places and persons ; which will

introduce certain popics out of, as well as in season,

to the grief of the more prudently serious, the dis-

gust of the lukewarm, and the mirth of the profane.
" A word spoken in due season, how good is it I"
*' A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pic-

tures of silver. As an ear-ring of gold, and an orna-

ment of fine gold, so is a wise reprover upon an obe-

dient ear." Finally,

5. Bring forth '* things new and old," from the in-

exhaustible stores of Scripture. From this sacred re-

pository our blessed Lord derived arguments to si-

lence and confound the adversary, and a subject of in-
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struction for the men of Nazareth. From the same
precious treasury, from those "wells ot salvation,"

the faithful of every age have drawn the waters of con-

solation, to support and refresh them under every pres-

sure of distress, to counteract the bitterness of death,

and to enjoy a foretaste of the " pure river of water of
life, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the

Lamb." " Jesus answered and said," to the woman
of Samaria, at Jacob's well, " Whosoever drinketh
of this water shall thirst a2:ain : but whosoever drink-

eth ot the water that I shall give him shall never thirst;

but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a
well of water springing up into everlasting life ;" and
*' all Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is

profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for

instruction in righteousness ; that the man of God may
be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works."
Therefore, " search the Scriptures;" as Christ hath

commanded, " for in them ye think ye have eternal

life : and they are they which testify of me." Ye
*' have Moses and the prophets ;" ye have Christ and
his apostles ; hear them. If men reject their testimony,
' neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from
the dead."
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And he came to Naza}'eth, zchere he had been brought
2ip : a?idy as his custom ivas^ he ivent into the syna-

gogue on the Sabbath day, and stood upfor to read.

And there zoas delivered unto him the book of the

prophet Esaias : and, xvhen lie had opened the book,

he found the place ivhere it was xvritteny the spirit

of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me
to preach the gospel to the poor ; he hath sent me to

heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the

captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set

at liberty them that are bruised; to preach the

acceptable year of the Lord. And he closed the

hook, and gave it again to the minister, and sat

down. And the eyes ofall them that ivere in the syna-

gogue zvere fastened on him. And he began to say

unto them, this day is this Scripture fulfilled in

• your ears. And all bareliim witness, andivonder-

ed at his gracious words xvhich proceeded out of his

7nouth....'LuKE iv. 16.. .22.

WE read, in the history of the patriarchal ages,

of an illustrious personage who exercised at

once the functions of a priest and of a sovereign

;

Melchizedec, " King of Salem, and priest of the

Most High God." He, whom this venerable person

thus early represented to the world, united to these

two characters, a third, less splendid indeed, but not

less important, that of a teacher and instructor of man-
kind; and thus He became all that a guilty, enslaved,

ignorant world stood in need of In the blessed Jesus,
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O wretched man, thou beholdest the great Hjgh Priest

of thy profession, who hath, by one offering, one vic-

tim, one blood, procured the remission of all thy of.

fences ; the Prince of the kings of the earth, who has
broken asunder the bands of thy yoke, and asserted

thee into the " glorious liberty of the sons of God ;"

and the great, unerring teacher sent from God, who
spake as never man spake, whose lessons make men
wise unto salvation.

As the sovereign and Lord of nature we have seen

him exercising dominion over the powers of the

worlds visible and invisible, putting Satan to flight

by a word, receiving the homage and ministrations of

angels. As an High Priest, " after the order of Mel-
chizedec," we shall in the progress of this history be-

hold him offering himself, once for all, " a sacrifice

of a sweet smelling savor unto God." We are this

evening to sit at his feet, and to listen to him in his

humbler and more familiar character of the meek,
patient, and condescending instructor of the weak,
the ighorant, and the prejudiced. And, O may the

gracious words which proceed from his mouth not

only excite our wonder, but penetrate and melt our
hearts, kindle our repentings together, and put all

that remains of our existence under the dominion of

love.

His first labors of affection were bestowed upon his

kindred and acquaintance, they v.ere consecrated to

the improvement of the companions and friends of

early life. He had hitherto taught them by example,

he now teaches them out of the written word. Had
he been covetous offame or of honor, he would surely

have chosen another theatre on which to display his

superior powers, for he well knew that no prophet is

accepted in his own country. He ^veil knew that emi-

nent excellency excites envy, that envy produces ma-
lignity, and that malice prompts to evil speaking. But
regard to his own interest and ease is lost in compas-
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sion to others, and the love of rcputntlon with men re-

verently bends to zeal for the glory of God. Every
circumstance of the scene before us is interesting and
instructive.

We have in the preceeding lecture adverted to those

of place, it was *' in Galilee at Nazareth where He
had been brouglit up,'' and " in the synagogue."

Attend now to the season^ it was on the Sabbath day.

As to the pure, all places, so ali times are pure, yet

to man, weak and imperfect as he is, distinction of

both time and place is important and necessary. Shew
me a man \vho is habitually and uniformly that in the

world, which decency obliges him to appear to be in

the house of God, and I sliall not presume to con-

demn him, though he frequent not the temple ; al-

though such an one is of all others the least likely to

desert it. Shew me the man whose every day is a day

of order, of piety, of mercy, and of good works,

and such an one shall, for me, spend the .seventh day

in what manner he will ; though such an one is of all

others the most likely to put respect on the ordinance

of God. Who of all those, who are born of a wo-

man, stood least in need of the influence and assist-

ance of sacred edifices and seasons ? He whose con-

versation was continually in heaven, \vhose " meat

and drink it was to do the will of his heavenly dither,"

who never lost sight, for a moment, of t!ie great end

of his mission. And who was so regular in his at-

tendance on the exercises of religious worship ; who
was so exact in the observance of every institution that

was stamped with marks of divine authority ?

The sabbath is an ordinance of mercy, designed by
Him who " preserveth man and beast," to be an in-

terruption of painful toil, a restorer of exhausted na-

ture, a b€ason of repose ; but in perfect consistency

with this, it is a season of mental exertion of benefi-

cence ; of devout contemplation, of virtuous, social

intercourse. But the observance of the sabbath had,
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when our Saviour came into the v/orkl ; degenerated

into a narrow and grovelling superstition, which se-

parated from it every idea of mercy and good-will to

men, and the spirit was sunk in the letter. It there-

fore became this great teacher, to restore the institu*

tion to its primitive design and use, and to guard man-
kind equally against the extremes of superstition, on
the one hand, and of profanity on the other : and this

he does with a wisdom, a delicacy, and a dignity pe-

culiar to himself. Who can think slightly of what he

treated with respect ? Who dares to violate what he

observed as " the holy of the Lord and honorable ?"

And who again can think he is doing honor to God by
expressing inciifference, unkindness, and want of sym-
pathy to men ? He who attended the synagogue, who
read and expounded the Scriptures on the sabbath

;

on the sabbath also restored the withered hand, defend-

ed his disciples from the cliarge of profanation, dis-

played the character of the sovereign Lord of the sab-

bath, as preferring mercy to sacrifice, and as having

instituted " the sabbath for man, and not man for the

sabbath."

Observe farther, the evangelist takes care to inform

us that Christ's attendance on the services of the syna-

gogue and the sabbath was not merely accidental or

occasional, but habitual and stated . as his custom was,

'What we do according to no fixed rule, we do feebly

and confusedly. What we do seldom, we do with re-

luctance and dislike ; and from dislike the natural

transition is to total omission. On the contrary, what
is subjected to rule is done accurately and efficiently ;

what we do habitually, we do with ease and delight

;

for custom, says the proverb, and with much truth,

is a second nature. The Saviour of the world, ac-

cordingly, vouchsafed to become an example here also,

as of every thing else that is wise and good ; He was
a pattern of regular, orderly conduct ; from his child-

hood, and upward. He was a silent instructor of the

VOt, IV. T
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successive stages of rising existence, in docility, in

contentment, in submission, in regularit3^

Let no one tell me that it is useless to habituate chil-

dren betimes to the forms of devotion ; to the observ-

ance of institutions whose meaning and intention they

do not fully comprehend : to restraints which to them
appear harsh and unreasonable. It is a great thing,

indeed it is every thing, to be under the government of

innocent or praise-worthy customs : to be inured to the

laws of order ; to be prepared for thinking for them-
selves, and for having their sentiments heard and at-

tended to, by learning to pay respect to the under-

standing, to the opinions, and to the experience of

others. Think with what holy indignaticyi. He, whose
name we bear, would have listened t» a proposal to

violate his custom, and to make the hour of the de-

votions of the synagogue, the hour of walking into

corn fields

!

The historian is here singularly minute, and gives

wonderful vivacity to his representation, by going into

a detail of particulars. Among these, we must ad-

vert to his posture and attitude, when employed in

reading to the people the word of God. He stood up

for to read. Nature seems to point this out as an at-

titude of reverence and respect. Since the days of

Abraham, who stood up and bowed himsdf before

the people of the land wherein he dwelt, the wise, the
*

benevolent, and the courteous have employed it as an

expression of regard to superior sanctity, power, ma-
jesty or multitude. Posture is, in itself, still more
indifferent than time or place ; but nothing is indiffer-

ent in the eyes of true wisdom by which the interests

of either human virtue or felicity can be affected.

Truth is the same whether delivered in an erect or a

recumbent posture. But in matters of this sort.

What says common practice ? Will my compliance

conciliate affection, procure attention, give force to

what is said ? Then I will cheerfully conform. Will
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my singularity give offence, will it awaken prejudice,

will it injure the cause 1 mean to promote? Then I

will not affect singularity ; I will not be uncomplying

nor unkind ; and I wfll not dissent only where consci-

ence is concerned, and where compliance would be

criminal.

How melancholy is it to reflect, on the talents which

have been perverted, on the time which has been wast-

cd, but that is comparatively nothing, on the angry-

spirits which have been excited, on the oceans of

blood which have been spilt, in determining whether

standing, sitting or kneeling ; whether this or the

other unessential circumstance were most adapted to

the nature of things, or most conformable to the will,

or conducive to the glory, of the Creator. In this

too, therefore, I consider the example of Christ as in-

telligible, decided and instructive.

He " stood up to read.'''' Happily for the world,

its information and instruction in matters of everlast-

ing moment were not entrusted to the uncertainty, the

changeableness and the corruptibility of oral tradition.

He who bestowed on man the gift of speech, for the

mutual communication of thought, gave likewise the

pattern of permanent speech, by means of writing ;

by which thought is transmitted from region to region,

from generation to generation, unsophisticated, unim-
paired. Hence the events which Moses recorded, and
which Isaiah predicted, the precepts of the law and
the promises of the gospel, descend from age to age in

equal purity, weight and measure : and the son sees,

reads and apprehends the self-same truth which was
tlie light and joy of his progenitors. And what must
it have been to hear the sublime and pathetic strains of

Isaiah pronounced by the tongue of Him who formed
the ear for the perception of melodious sounds, the

mouth to utter them, and the heart to receive the im-
pression of sacred and interesting truth ! We may
judge of it from the mute attention with which he was
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heard, and from the wonder expressed after he had
finished, " at the gracious words which proceeded out

of his mouth."
It would appear that it was n^t only " his custom"

to attend the synagogue, but to perform the office of
public reader to the assembly. For the proper minis-

ter delivers to Him, as to the acknowledged condactor

of this part of the service, that portion of the Sacred
Code which either order prescribed, or which his selec-

tion called for, or to which ProvideRce especially di-

rected ; and he received it from Him again to be de-

posited in its place. And whether indeed did Provi-

dence, independent of human design or foresight, by
a special interposition unfold the particular passage

from ancient prophecy ; or did his own choice select

it as peculiarly applicable to the occasion? In either

case, what portion of the Old Testament Scriptures is

more emphatically descriptive of his person, character,

and divine mission ? And what can be so worthy of our
most deep and serious attention, whether we consider

the infinite and everlasting moment of the subject, the

interest which we have in it, or the aftbcting corre-

spondence of the event with the prediction, of the pro-

phet with his object.

The prophecy holds up to view a person of the most
distinguished eminence, consecrated in the most ex-
traordinary manner, to the execution of the most ge -

net ous, merciful and benevolent purposes, and in lan-

guage the most powerful and pathetic. It is the anoint-

ed of the Lord God, his Holy One^ who alone could
without presumption undertake, and triumphantly ac-

complish, the work of redemption, and could unfold

that " great mystery of godliness,'' which angels de-

sire to look into : who was set apart from everlasting to

this high destmation, who was gradually revealed, and

in the fulness of time, sent to be the salvation of God
to all the ends of the earth. Who was anointed, not as

Aaron to the priesthood, and David to the sovereignty.
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by a material oil of exquisite odor and costly price, but

by the effusion of the Spirit, the Spirit of j)Ower, of

wisdom, of holiness, which rested upon him without

measure ; and which was bestowed upon him for what
purpose ? with Moses to humble the pride, and crush

the. power of Egypt? or witli Cyrus, "to subdue
nations, to loose the loins of kings, to open before him
the two leaved gates, to ijiake the crooked places

straight, to break in pieces the gates of brass, and cut

in sunder the bars of iron ;" to execute the righteous

judgment of the Eternal on rebellion, presumption and
disobedience ; to condemn and to destroy ? No, when
this mighty One cometh, armed with power, anointed

with the Spirit, it is to die;pense grace, to diffuse hap-

piness, to relieve the miserable.
" He hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the

poory The poor are, with the great of the earth, the

objects of neglect, and contempt, and oppression. \i\

the dictionary of the world, rich means respectable,

powerful and important : and poverty is equivalent to

wretchedness, meanness, despicability. But the dis-

pensation of grace by the gospel inverts this oider ; it

affixes a different, indeed an opposite meaning to

words, it raises into consequence \vhat Vv'as lightly

esteemed, and it hurls pride down to the ground. It

*' puts down the mighty from their seats, and exalteth

them of low degree." Is it poverty of condition?

That is no bar against the admission of the consola-

tions of Christianity ; that is no disqualification for en-

joying the rights of citizenship of the kingdom of

heaven; that implies no exclusion from the glorious
" privileges of the sons of God ;" that implies neither

sin nor shame. Is it poverty of spirit ? It is the crea-

ture's highest glory ; it is the Redeemer's brightest

and most perfect image ; it is the soul's preparation

for the kingdom of heaven. T(j the one and to tne

other is the anointed of the Lord sent to preach the

gospel ; to the poor in this world, that they may learn
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to be sober minded, patiu^nt and content ; not envying-

nor grieving at the good of others, but laying up for

themselves '' treasures in heaven ;" looking for " ano-

ther country," for " a city which hath foundations,

whose builder and maker is God :".... to the poor in

spirit, that they may " grow in grace," that they may
contemplate and follow their pattern mire closely,

learning of him daily to be " meek and lowly in heart,

that they may find rest to their souls."
*' He haih sent me to heal the broken hearted.''^

Gracious ofHce ! divine physician ! Thou only art

equal to the task. " The heart knoweth its own bit-

terness;" The ill admits of no cure; the officious

consolation of the creature only irritates the wouiid ;

time itself brings no relief. But behold, here, not a
temporary relief, but a lasting cure ; not the transient

spirit and calm of a stupifying opiate, but the solid

support of wholesome food, and the refreshing balm of
wholesome rest. An insnaring, persecuting world,

mourner in Zion, disturbs thy peace, and breaks thy
heart; but He hath said " be of good cheer, 1 have
overcome the world." " In the world ye shall have
tribulation, but in me ye shall have peace." In the

bitterness of thy soul thou criest out, " O wretched
man that 1 am ! who shall dcli\er me from the body of
this death ?"... .Trembling, sinking creature, speak
peace to thy soul, '* return to thy rest," " there is no
condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus ; it is

God that justiiieth : who is he that condemneth ?"

To preach deliverance to the captives. Bondage,
slavery, captivity are Iiappily known to us only by the

name, or in idea. We are more than Abraham's chil-

dren ; our fathers contended for liberty. Heaven grant-

ed it, and we enjoy it. But ah ! our country is but

a speck on the globe ; our population is but a handful

of men. And alas, even in our own country there is

captivity. How many among us *' wax poor and fall

into decay," and that not from profligacy and prodi-
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gality alone ? The creditor cometli, and there is noth-

ing to give him. The loss of liberty is the conse-

quence : the evil becomes worse and v\ orse. He who
entered ^'ithin the walls of a prison unfortunate only,

continues there under a total incapacity of shaking olF

calamity. What was at first the pressure of debt, im-

perceptibly changes into an intolerable load of vice,

from which a miracle of grace alone can deliver. Ho\t
many thousands of our fellow subjects are in this un-

happy, this almost hopeless condition 1 But liberty

may exist even in a dungeon. If the prisoner carries

with him into confinement the '' spirit of adoption,"

he is already delivered from bondage. No bolts, nor

bars, nor fetters of iron can restrain the heaven-bora

mind: he can look up and "cry, Abba, Father!'*
*' He that is called in the Lord, being a slave, is the

Lord's freeman*" " Jf the Son shall make you free,

ye shall be free indeed." Paul in bonds, a prisoner in

tlie cause, of Jesus Christ, possesses a nobly free and
independent spirit. Galled v/ith " many stripes ;'*

*' thrust into the inner prison'' at Philippi, with Silas

his companion in tribulation, " their feet made fast m
the stocks," they enjoy liberty of access to the throne

of grace. " At midnight they prayed, and sang praises

unto God." Thus " the Lord looseth the prisoners,"

and thus the Anointed is " sent'to preach," -and to

give " deliverance to the captives."

But what, in respect either of multitude or of mi-
sery, are imprisoned debtors, or even felons lying un.

der the rod of the law, compared to the voluntarily en~

slaved? " Whosoever committeth sin is the slave of

sin." And what blindness is like wilful blindness,

and what servitude so hopeless, so inglorious as that

into v.'hich a man degrades himself? It i.> some allevi-

ation of the depression of a servile estate, that the mas-

ter is honorable, and that the service required is neither

humiliating nor severe : but O how mortifying the re-

flection of being in subjection to an unfeeling monster.
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to a capricious tyrant, to a contemptible groundling !

And such is every slave to irregular appetite, whether
it be " the lust of the flesh, or the lust of the eyes, or
the pride of life." Such dream that they are fallowing

their own will, but in truth they " are led captive by
Satan at his will :" and " the wages of sin is death."
To deliver from this most inglorious, this fatal thral-

dom, then, is the object of Christ's mission. What,
Britons, glory, and well you may, in your civil liber-

ties ! and willingly assume the yoke of a paltry inter-

est, of a grovelling propensity which you are ashamed
to avow ! What, make it your boast that the moment
the ill-fated African breathes British air he becomes
free ! and continue deliberately to " fulfil the desires

of the flesh and of the mind," v\hich *' war against

the soul!'' Great Deliverer, exert thy power, display

thy grace ;
" open their eyes, turn them from dark-

ness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God,
that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inherit-

ance among them which are sanctified."
" He hath sent me... for the recovering of sight to

the blind.'''' On what numberless, and what delicate

hinges does human comfort turn ! Who can describe
*' the thousand natural shocks that flesh is heir to?'*

Were the kindness of nature or the care of Providence

to be suspended buf for a day, into what a lazar-housc

would the world be instantly transformed ! The defect

of a nail of a little finger is a blemish in organization,

but a blemish which nature seldom permits ; how
much less a deficiency of one of the nobler parts, or a

disarrangement of the whole system !
" But that the

works of God shou'd be made manifest," a " man is

blind from his birth j" and another loses " the preci-

ous treasure of his eye sight." Of the two, the latter

surely is the greater evil. We cannot regret what we
have hardly an idea of, what we never possessed, and
to which we become perfectly reconciled before we are

conscious of existence. But to recollect the pleasures
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of vision after the organ is destroyed ; but to be

reduced to mourn with the poet in these affecting

strains

:

With the year

Seasons return ; but not to me returns

Day, or the sweet approach of ev'n or morrij

Or sight of vernal bloom, or summer's rose,

Or flocks, or herds, or human face divine :

But cloud instead, and ever during dark

Surrounds me I from the cheerful ways of meil

Cut off; and for the book of knowledge fair,

Presented with a universal blank

Of nature's works, to me expung'd and ras'd,

And wisdom at one entrance quite shut out 1

Parad. Lost.

This is *' darkness which may be felt." In repre-

senting, accordingly, the deplorable state of the world

under the image of blindness^ a state of ignorance,

guilt and wretchedness ; and in representing the cor-

respondent office and work of the Redeemer, that

blindness is not described as an original and radical

defect of sight, but as the casual deprivation of a bless-

ing once in possession : and he is considered as sent

not to confer a benefit unknown, unenjoyed before, but

to restore that which was lost, to rclumine the extin-

guished orb. The truth is, men had wilfully shut

their eyes, because they could not bear the light.

This was the condemnation of the unbelieving Jews,

with all their superior advantages :
'* Jesus said, For

judgment I am come into this world ; that they which
see might be made blind. And some of the pharisees

which were with him heard these words and said unto

him, Are we blind also, Jesus said unto them. If ye

were blind, ye should have no sin : but now ye say,

We see ; therefore your sin remaineth." And this

was the condemnation of the self-conceited Gentiles,

with all their affectation of wisdom :
" professing them-

selves to be wise, they became fools :" " they became
vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was
jjarkened." They are in another place thus describe*

VOL. IV. »
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cd, and under the same image ; " The Gentiles walk
in the vanity of their mind, havini? the understanding

darkened, being alienated from the life of God through
the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness

of their heart:'' And this mental darkness is repre-

sented as necessarily blended with moral corruption of
the grossest kind. Thus are both Jews and Gentiles

involved in thick darkness, and both under the domin-
ion of sin; *' God hath concluded them all in unbe«
lief, that he might have mercy upon all." The pro-

mises of Messiah are of equal extent ; as "a salva-

tion prepared before the flice of all people, a light to

lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of his people Israel."
" He is sent, to set at liberty them that are briiis-

ef/." We have here a representation of human misery

in every circumstance of aggravation ; poverty, men-
tal depression, captivity, blindness, fetters of iron.

There is in this gradation, perhaps, an allusion to the

horrid treatment of unhappy prisoners on falling into

the hands of their enemies. They were shut up in

prison, their eyes were thrust out, they were loaded

with chains. Thus was Samson treated, the moment
his strength failed, and his cruel adversaries had ob-

tained power over him : " The Philistines took him,

and put out his eyes, and brought him down to Gaza,

and bound him with fetters of brass ; and he did grind

in the prison-house.'' And the sight of his wretched-

ness they called sport. In this manner could one king

act by another. *' So they took the king, and brought

him up to the king of Babylon to Riblah; and they

gave judgment upon him. And they slew the sons

of Zedekiah before his eyes, and put out the eyes of

Zedekiah, and bound him with fetters of brass, and

carried him to Babylon." Such are the dreadful abuses

which a man commits against his brother ! such is the

dreadful malignity of the human heart ; such the de-

testable working of '* the carnal mind," which " is

enmity against God" and an unrelenting foe to man !

This enumeration of human woes, is equivalent to a



LECT. XII. JESUS CHRIST. 163

declaration, that whatever may be the nature, and
whatever the extent of the malady, the promised De-
liverer should come provided with a suitable remedy.

And when he did come, he not only exercised this

gracious power himself; for " they brought unto him
all sick people that were taken with divers diseases

and torments, and those which were possessed with

devils, and those which were lunatic, and those that

had the palsy; and he healed them;" but he com-
municated the same salutary virtue to his disciples

also ;
" He gave them power against unclean spirits,

to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness,

and ail manner of disease." And thus was the Scrip-

ture fulfilled. Fhe prophecy contains one important

article more :

The anointed is sent lo preach the acceptable year

of the Lord. " The law had a shadow of good things

to come." With its severity was blendid a powerful

infusion of mercy and mildness, the particulars of

Avhich had a direct reference to the times and the spi-

rit of the gospel. Of these the year of jubilee was
one of the most distinguished. It was ushered in

with the sound of the trumpet, " proclaiming liberty

throughout all the land, unto all the inhabitants there-

of." On the return of this hallowed fiftieth year, debts

were remitted ; alienated lands reverted to the original

proprietor ; the Hebrew bond-servant to a Hebrew,
" he and his children with him" were to be set free,

and restored to their rank in Israel ; the poor Hebrew,
who had been reduced to the sad necessity of selling

himself as a slave to a stranger, was to be redeemed by
his next of kin. In a word, at the expiration of ^xtvy
seven times seven years, all the disorders which had
crept into the commonwealth, from the period of the
preceding jubilee, were to be rectified, and all rein-

stated on the original basis. It is easy to conceive
how such an era would be looked unto and longed for,

what a happy tendency it had to ameliorate the condi-
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tion of myriads, and to check the progress of oppres-

sion. In contemplating it, the psalmist exclaims

:

" Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound !"

It was a figure of that " acceptable year of the Lord"
which it was predicted the Messiah should be sent to

proclaim, the perpetual jubilee of the gospel, for the

remission of sins ; for the restoration of the forfeited

inheritance of the saints ; for the manumission of the

slave ; for the redemption of the captive j for releasing

and bringing back the exile : in a word, " to destroy

the work of the devil,'' to repair the ravages of sin

and death, to introduce universal and everlasting liber-

ty, and peace and joy.

The sequel of this service of the synagogue, and
the effect which it produced, will be the subject of

the next lecture,

Learn, christian, to compare Scripture with Scrip-

ture, and predictions with their corresponding events.

Search diligently for him to whom all the prophets give

witness, and in whom " all the promises of God are

yea, and in Him amen, urato the glory of God."
Much is clearly manifested and pointedly applied ;

but much still remains to be brought to light. Truth
will not obtrude itself on the careless, superficial rea-

der or observer, but discloses its hidden charms to

the diligent, the devout and the inquisitive. It is the

injunction of Christ himself: " Search the Scriptures ;

for in them ye think ye have eternal life : and they are

they which testify of me." Search then in this parti-

cular view, and you will have to tell to others what
Philip said to Nathaniel ;

" We have found him of

whom Moses in the law, and the prophets did write,

Jesus of Nazareth." " With joy shall ye draw water

out of these wells of salvation :" and having tasted

how sweet and refreshing it is, you will be dispos-

ed to impart it to others, for in this, if in any case,

the saying of the wise man is verified :
" There is

that scattereth and yet increaseth :" and " it is mor^
blessed to give than to receive."
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jlnd he closed the book, aiid he gave it again to the

minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them
that were in the synagogue xvere fastened on him.

And he began to say unto them, tJiis day is this

Scripture fulfilled in your ears. And all bare him
witness, and wondered at the gracious zvords tvhich

proceeded out of his mouth. And they said, is not

this Joseph''s son P And he said unto them. Ye will

surely say unto m.e this proverb, physician, heal

thyself : Whatsoever we have heard dojie in Caper^
naum, do also here in thy country.- And he said,

verily I say unto you, no prophet is accepted in his

own country. But I tell you of a truth, many id-

dows ivere in Israel in the days of Elias, zvhen the

heaven zvas shut up three years and six wonfhs,

zvhen great famine zvas throughout all the land

;

Butunto none of them zvas Elias sent , save unto Sarep.

ta, a city ofSidon, unto a woman that zvas a zvidow.

And many lepers ivere in Israel in the time of Eli-

sens the prophet j and none of them zvas cleansecFy

saving Naaman the Syrian. And all they in the

synagogue, zvhen they heard these things, zverefil-

led zvith zvrath, and rose up, a?id thrust him oiht

of tJie city, and led him unto the broza of the hill,

zvhereon their city zvas built, that they might cast

him doivn headlong. But he, passing through the

midst of them, zvent his zvay, and camc^ doivn to

Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and taught them on
the Sabbath days. And they iverc astonished at his

doctrine: For his zvord zvas zvith poiver..,. hvKE
Iv. 20.. .32..
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IT is truly affecting to think on what a slippery foun-

dation men attempt to rear the fabric of happiness.

They dream of deriving it from their own stores. In

the pride of his heart, a man imagines himself to be
equal to ever}' thing. What can elude his penetration ;

what can resist his force ; what can fatigue his indus-

try ? Nevertheless, the stammering of a child betrays

his purpose ; the rustling; of a leaf melts his resolu-

tion; a stone cut out of the mountain, and hurled at

liini by an invisible hand, crushes in a nioment all his

powers into the dust. i\re they more secure, or

more successful, who depend on foreign aid ; who
build their felicity on the ability, the constancy, or

the affection of others ? iVlas, it is an attempt to erect

a house upon the sand ; the washing of the next tide

levels it to the ground. Friendship, in a flush of zeal,

promised you all encouragement and support. The
hour of need comes, and you have recourse to the

heart which fondly cherished you ; it has waxed cold,

it is alienated, it acknowledges you no longer. Your
mountain stood strong in a prince's fovor. What
shall not " I)e done to the man whom the king de-

lights to honor ?" Ah, his breath, is in his nostrils,

he died yesterday, he has returned to his dust. Ap-
plauding multitudes hung upon your lips, the public

fini^r point you out with approbation : but " you
have heard" of the sulFerings, as well as of the pati-

ence of Job. " When 1 went out to the gate through

the c'ltYf when I prepared my seat in the street, the

young men saw me and hid themselves : and the aged

rose and stood up. When the ear heard me, then it

blessed me ; and when the eye saw me, it gave wit-

ness to me. Unto me men gave ear, and waited, and
kept silence at my counsel: They waited for me as

for the fain, and they opened their mouth as for the

latter rain ; I chose out their way, and sat chief, and
dwelt as a king in the army.... But," O sad reverse !

** they that are younger than I, have mc in derision.
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And now I am their song, yea I am their by-word.

They abhor me, ihcy flee far from mc, and spare not

to spit in my face....Upon my right hand rise the

youth, they push away my feel: they mar my path,

they set forward my calamity. ""....And such is every

one who tru:3teth in popiilu favor; he fcedeth on the

Vtind and graspcth the east uind in his arms.

But a more illustrious and more instructive instance,

to this purpose, than that of Job, is before us. Now
the eyes of the admiring multitude in the synagogue
are fastened with wonder a:id delight on the face of

Jesus; anon they are filled with wrath against him:
now all bear him w itness, and dwell upon " the gra-

cious words which j rjceed out of his mouth;" next

moment they are up in arms, they thrust him out of

the city, they huriy him to the brow of the hill, with
an intention to cast him down headlong. The cry

to-day is, " let us take Ijim and make him a Ling, ne-

ver man spake like this man ;" to-morrow it is,.

*• away with him, crucify him; not this man but
Barabbas." Let us trace the progress of the scene,

and observe what produced the sudden change, and
learn to cease from man, and to draw consolation and
support from the apj robaion of God, and i:om the

testimony of a conscience void of offence.

The passage which he had read from the prophet,

was deeply interesting and aftecting. It held up to

view a most illustrious personage, supporting a digni-

fied and important character, and singularly qualified

for the exercise of it, employed in rendering the

most essential services to mankind ; evangelizing

the poor, healing the broken-hearted, redeeming the

captive, enlightening the blind, setting the prisoner

free, proclaiming the jubilee year, the era of univer'

sal joy. The value and weight of the subject were
greatly enhanced by the manner in which he rehears-

ed it. Into his lips grace was poured : what majesty

5at enthroned on his brovv ! what mild glory beamed
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from his eyes ! what dignity and grace in his attitude

as he rose and sat down, in receiving the book and de-

livering it again to the minister ! Behold every eye is

fiMed upon him, every ear is attention, while in these

i>t\v but emphatical words, he explains and applies the

prediction of the prophet, " This day is this Scripture

fiilnlled in your cars." " I am He to whom the pro-

]>het gives witness ; I am come into the world on this

Ixmevolent design ; I, your boneand your flesh, your

brother, your neighbor, your fellovz-citizen, your

friend." " Come to me all ye that labor and are heavy

laden, and 1 will give you rest."

On this admiration gradually gives way to a feeling

less gentle. L'amiliarity lowers the object with which
it converses : self-love cannot brook to acknowledge a

superior in an equal ; envy seeks to indemnify itself

under tlie oppression of eminent worth and excellence,

l>y discovering and fixing upon some humiliating,

Uiortifying circumstance, that reduces the hated great-

ness nearer to its own level. This explains the change
which so quickly appeared in our Saviour's auditory.

Dazzled, at first, by both the matter and the manner
of his address, they crown him with applause. But
perceiving themselves eclipsed in the lustre of his

graces and virtues, sinking as he rose, they strive to

tumble him from his excellency, as if by degrading
him, they were themselves to mount. His parentage

is his only \alnerable part ; that was poor, and mean,
and despised, and that, accordingly, envy brings for-

ward with affected surprize. " Is not. this Joseph's

son ?'' And when once this baleful, malignant passion

lias taken possesion of the breast, every claim of jus-

tice, every plea of worth, every call of gratitude, every
emotion of mercy, is disregarded, stifled, trampled
under foot.

Christ observes it with pity, not with indigna--

lion ; for he came not only to relieve the miserable,
but to bear with and overcome the froward, to con*
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vince, subdue and melt the obstinate, to cure preju-

dice, and to instruct indocility. Their uncivil, in-

vidious inquiry excites in him no resentment ; it can

do him no hurt ; but grieved at the hardness of their

heart, and at the same time, compassionating their

weakness, he at once, reproves the one, and makes an
apology for the other. The apology he draws from
the common, and well known, principles of human
nature. No prophet is accepted in his own country.

Among strangers, a man is esteemed according to his

talents and virtues. His ancestry and kindred are a

matter of no moment. It is even a degree of merit

to have emerged out of obscurity ; but at home, among
kindred and acquaintance, eminent qualities are re-

garded with a jealous eye. The reputation, ability

and wisdom of exalted goodness are considered by the

less deserving as a reproach to themselves : What
is every day within our reach we every day neglect.

What costs us little we lightly esteem. Difficulty,

and danger, and distance enhance the value of every

object of pursuit. But the very apology implies a
censure of human nature, as wicked, unjust and ab-

surd, in undervaluing worth merely because it is alli-

ed to us, and neglecting good for no better reason

than that it is known.
Our blessed Lord, accordingly, blends mild and

gentle reproof with the excuse which he makes for the

unkind return that his countrymen and kinsfolk had
made to his affectionate endeavors to serve and to in-

struct them. And this seems to be the force of his

reasoning....'' You have heard, my dear friends, of my
going about doing good, at Capernaum and elsewhere;

and you will naturally and with justice say to me, in

the language of the common proverb. Physician, heal

thyself: look at home; in attention to objects more
remote, overlook not such as are equally pressing,

and still more nearly interesting ; let thy own country^

if not in preference, at least in common with strangers,

VOL. IV. K
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reap the benefit of these thy extraordinary, supernatu-

ral powers. Well, my beloved countrymen, here I

am for this very purpose : ready to instruct you in the

way of salvation, ready to heal all your plagues, to

perform all the offices of mercy and loving kindness

which the prophet, in the passage which I now read,

predicted concerning me : but I know the meaning of

these ungracious looks, of these malignant whispers,

of that envious inquiry into my pedigree, and occupa-

tion, and connections in life. You are under the power
of prejudice, you are too well acquainted with me to

reap benefit from my ministrations : my labors will be

more acceptable where I am less known."
" It happeneth to me as it did to the prophets of

old ; they were neglected, hated, persecuted of their

own countrymen ; and you inherit the spirit of your
fathers, whom no calamity could subdue, no argu-

ments convince, no goodness charm. I appeal to the

history of our own nation. The times of Elijah's

prophecy were marked with many signal interpositions

of Divine Providence, particularly with a grievous

famine, occasioned by a drought of uncommon dura-

tion, three years and six months. It was universally-

felt, particularly by the poorer and more unprotected

part of the community, the widow, and the fatherless

;

and the extraordinary powers of the prophet were
equally well known and acknowledged. But what is

the fact ? Was the prophet sought unto ? Did the ge-

neral distress drive the sufferers to seek relief in the

piety and miraculous powers of the man of God?
No, he was the Tis/ibite, the son of somebody whom
they knew, he was at home, among his own and
therefore his person was despised, his office slighted,

and even the widow and the fatherless, unsubdued by
the strong hand of necessity, perished from want, be-

cause they scorned the humane and compassionate in-

terposition of a neighbor and kinsman. But O how
acceptable was his visit to a stranger, a pagan, a wo-
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man of Sidon ? She felt with others the pressure of the

common calamity ; the law of self-preservation, and
compassion for the son of her womb, were strong in

her, as in any widow or mother in Israel ; but more
faithful and believing than they, she cheerfully made
the sacrifice of her last earthly provision ; at the word
of the prophet, she gave up her own and her son's

substance ; she reposed confidence in heaven, she ac-

knowledged the ensigns of Deity, she cast herself upon
a miracle, and her hope made her not ashamed."

*' Take another example, my friends, from your

own history, and let it admonish and reprove you.

Elisha inherited a double portion of the spirit of his

master Elijah : he performed many notable miracles,

he divided the waters of the river, he made iron to

swim, he raised the dead to life, he employed the su-

pernatural powers which were conferred upon him, in

removing the miseries of his fellow-creatures. Among
these the leprosy was one, a disease which baffles the

skill of the physician, which not medicine, but the

immediate power of God alone can cure. Now, what
saith the record ? What Israelitish lepers applied to

the prophet, of the multitudes who were affected with

this loathsome distemper ? Not so much as one. He
was at home, among those of his own house ; the

wretched patient, loathsome to himself, and a burden
offensive to every one about him, chuses rather to con-

tinue an abomination, than to be beholden to an acquain-
tance, to an equal, to a prophet of his own conntrv,

for the miracle of cleansing. Not so the son of the
stranger : Naaman, the Syrian, the commander of
armies, the flworite of a prince, a worshipper of strange
gods. He believes the report, he flies to the physician,

he follows the prescription, he washes in Jordan, and
becomes clean."

The conscience of his audience makes the applica-

tion of our Saviour's doctrine; and What ensues?
What always did, and always will, when the principle
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of conscience is awakened, either humble and contrite

submission to the reproof, and an honest endeavor to

profit by it ; or else a rancorous animosity against the

reprover, the confirmation of prejudice, a wilful ex-
clusion of light, or a determined perseverance in what
is known to be wrong. Unhappily the frequenters of

the synagogue at Nazareth were of this last descrip-

tion. Their indignation falls, not as as it ought to have
done, on their own mean, unworthy, ungenerous, un-
manly spirit, but on their kind, affectionate, gentle

monitor. And what follows ? Is it the cynical repre-

sentation of some surly traducer of mankind; oris it truth

and history ? Merciful Father of mankind ! must I be-

lieve that the very persons who just now gazed with

delight on that super-angelic face, who listened with

rapture to the accents of that celestial voice, who
justly gloried in their townsman, companion and friend,

are instantaneously converted into demons of hell ?

What, meditate, digest murder! the murder of inno-

cence, truth and wisdom ! What all of them ! not one
calm, moderate spirit to suggest milder counsels, to

plead the cause of goodness, to arrest the hand of vio-

lence ! No, not one. O human nature, what wert

thou ; and what art thou become ! 1 tremble to think

that I am a partaker of thee ; of a " heart deceitful

above all things and desperately wicked." " They
rose up, and thrust him out of the city, and led him
unto the brow of the hill, whereon their city was built,

that they might cast him down headlong." And shall

not fire come down from heaven, as it did once, and a

second time, to avenge a slighter insult offered to a

much inferior prophet ? O no !
" the Son of man came

not to destroy men's lives, but to save them." Behold
a more glorious triumph, a miracle of grace and con-

descension, a triumph worthy of the Son of God, and
the Saviour of men. " He, passing through the midst

of them, went his way." Behold power and mercy
united. Were they like the men of Sodom, stricken
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with blindness ? Were their hands, like Jeroboam's,

dried up and rendered immoveable ? Were their eyes,

like the disciples going to Emmaus, holden, that they

should not know him '? I stop to inquire. Suffice it to

say, his *' hour was not yet come," and they had np
power at all over him but what was permitted of God.
And vain is the contention of man against God : it

is hard for thee, O persecutor, to " kick against the

pricks."

In the history referred to by our Lord, and the in-

stance of a miraculous supply of food to the widow of
Sarepta, in a season of extreme scarcity, as well as in

the other equally noted instance of a miraculous cure

of leprosy performed on the body of Naaman the Sy-
rian, we perceive the dawning of the gospel day upon
the Gentile world. They believed and obeyed the

word of the prophet, and they obtained relief, while
*' the seed of Abraham after the flesh" remained un-
believing and impenitent. *' Of a truth, God is no
respecter of persons : but in every nation, he that

feareth Him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted

with him." The times of this ignorance God vv'ink-

ed at ; but now commandeth all men every where to

repent : because he hath appointed a day in the which
he will judge the world in righteousness by that man
whom he hath ordained ; whereof he hath given as-

surance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from
the dead." How God will deal in the judgment
with those who never enjoyed the benefit of either the

law or the gospel, it is not for us to determine. " Shall

not the judge of all the earth do right?" But " we
ought to give the more earnest heed to the things

which we have heard, lest at any time we should let

them slip. For if the word spoken by angels was
stedfast, and every transgression and disobedience re-

ceived a just recompense of reward ; how shall wc
escape if we neglect so great salvation ; which, at the

first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was cou-
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firmed unto us by them that heard him ; God also

bearing them witness, both witli signs and wonders,
and with divers miracles and gifts of the Holy Ghost,
according to his own will ?"

Among other evidences that the christian dispensa-

tion is from heaven, the universality of it is not the

least. This act of grace contains no unkind excep-
tions. There is no prescribed region, or family or

individual. The proclamation is, " peace, peace to

him that is afar off, and to him that is near, saith the

Lord." This dawning light was now in a progress

imto " the perfect day." Though Christ's personal

ministry was, in the first instance, addressed " to the

lost sheep of the house of Israel," its influence quickly

spread far beyond the confines of Judea. " His fame
went throughout all Syria;" a woman of Canaan be-

lieved on him, and her daughter was healed : the

Roman Centurion, who had been made partaker of the

same precious faith, in like manner had power with

God, and prevailed in behalf of his palsied servant.

Some of our Lord's immediate attendants lived to sec
" the kingdom of God come with power." " The
Centurion, and they that were with him watching Je-

sus" on the cross, " when they saw the earthquake,

and those tilings that were done," though unaccus-

tomed to fear, " they feared greatly,'' and made this

open confession, " Truly this was the Son of God."
The miraculous effusion of the Holy Spirit on the

apostles, in the gift of tongues on the day of Pente-

cost, opened a passage in all directions for the speedy
diffusion of the truth as it is in Jesus, over all lands.

Peter no longer trembles and denies his Master, but

stands boldly up to plead his cause, and precious souls

by thousands are added unto the Lord. Cured of his

Jevvish prejudices, by a vision from heaven, he de-

descends to Cesarea, preaches the word of life to the

Centurion Cornelius, and " his kinsmen and near

friends." It is accompanied with power, and "with
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ihe Holy Ghobt sent clown from heaven. That same
apostle was spared to address epistles " to the stran-

gers scattered throui^hout Pontius, Gal?#ia, Cappado-
cia, Asia, and Bythiiiia, elect according- to the fore-

knowledge of God the Father, through sanctification

of the Spirit unto obedience, and sprinkling of the

blood of Jesus Christ." Philip, the evangelist,
*' went down to the city of Samaria, and preached

Christ unto them. And the people with one accord

gave heed unto those things which Philip spake, hear-

ing and seeing the miracles which he did." Tliiit

evangelist finds a proselyte in the desert of Gaza, in a

person *' of great authority under Candacc, queen of

the Ethiopians, who had tlie charge of Al her trea-

sure." He, too, gladly receives the word, is bap-

tized, and goes on his way rejoicing, to carry into

those dark regions the light of the divine truth, and
the Scripture is fulfilled which saith, "• Ethiopia siiall

soon stretch out her hands unto God."
Time would fail in tracing the progress, and mark-

ing the success, of him, who is emphatically denomi-
nated the apostle of the Gentiles, through the islands

of the Mediterranean, over the states of Greece, in

Italy, at Rome. John the beloved disciple, had the

pleasure of dispatching particular letters, dictated by
the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, to the seven

churches of Asia. He was one of those, then, con-

cerning whom Christ said, in the passage already

quoted, " verily I say unto you, that there be some
of them that stand here, which shall not taste of death

till they have seen the kingdom of God come with
power." His life was prolonged to extreme old age.

He saw the kingdom of his divine master esta!)!ished

in Europe, in Asia, in Africa. The great westein

world was still unknown ; but, in the wisdom of

God, it too has emerged out of the bosom of the vase

ocean, to swell the Redeemer's empire. To enibracc

the whole globe in its generous design. The period
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approaches, when " great voices in heaven" shall

proclaim, saying; " The kingdoms of this world are

become the I^ngdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ;

;tnd he shall reign forever and ever." " Though Is-

rael," therefore, " be not gathered," Messiah "shall
be glorious in the eyes of the Lord :" for he saith of
him ;

" it is a light thing that thou shouldest be my
servant, to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore

the preserved of Israel : I vv ill also give thee for a

tight to the Gentiles, that thou ma} est be my salva-

tion unto the end of the earth." And as the ancient

dispensation contained many intimations of favor to

the Gentile wor!d, so the gospel contains and discloses

a dawn of hope to the Jewish nation. " Blindness in

part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the

Gentiles be come in. And so all Israel shall be sav-

ed ; as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the

Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Ja-

cob." " O the depth of the riches both of the wis-

dom and knowledge of God ! How unsearchable are

his judgments, and his ways past finding out !"

Some interpreters of note have remarked a coincid-

ence between the duration of the great famine which
afflicted Israel, in the days of Elias, and that of our
Saviour's ministry from his baptism to his death, name-
ly three years and six months. As during the former
period, at the word of the prophet, heaven was shut

up, and all elementary influence suspended, to the in-

expressible distress of the whole land ; so during the

latter, through the mediation of a greater than Elias,

full communication was opened. In the one we have

displayed the severity of the law, in the other the grace

of the gospel ; in Elias, the minister of wrath and con-

demnation ; in Jesus, the minister of mercy and re-

conciliation ; the one inflicting a temporary curse, the

other calling down an everlasting benediction ; there

the clouds bound up, and the dew restrained ; here a
*' doctrine dropping as the rain, and speech distilling"
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as the dew ; as the small rain upon the tender herb,

and as showers upon the grass." The prophet repre-

sents, in beautiful language, the blessedness of an
open communication between earth and heaven :

" It

shall come to pass in that day, I will hear, saith the

Lord, I will hear the heavens, and they shall hear the

earth ; and the earth shall hear the corn, and the wine,

and the oil ; and they shall hear Jezreel. And I will

sow her unto me in the earth ; and I will have mercy
upon her that had not obtained mercy ; and I will say

to them which were not my people, Thou art my peo-

ple ; and they shall say. Thou art my God." But the

contrast is dreadful !
" She did not know that I gave

her corn, and wine, and oil, and multiplied her silver

and gold, which they prepared for Baal. Therefore

will I return, and take away my corn in the time there-

of, and my wine in the season thereof, and will reco-

ver my wool and my flax ; and I will destroy her vines

and her fig-trees." The prayer of faith is the channel

of this interesting communication.

It is humiliating to observe, and to reflect on the

uniform and unrelenting malignity of the human heart.

That greatness, power, wealth should be envied, and
the possessor hated and thrust at, is not so much an
object of surprize. But that simplicity, innocence,

kindness, beneficence should provoke hostility, would
exceed belief, were not the proofs too numerous and
too stubborn to be resisted. We justly detest the

wickedness, injustice and ingratitude of the Naza-
renes, in attempting to destroy their unassuming, un-

offending townsman i but is the angry, the lofty spirit

of man now subdued to the obedience and love of

Christ ? Has not a daring attempt lately been made by
a great nation, once denominated christian, to oblite-

rate the name, and overwhelm the cause of Christ ?

Wherefore change the ancient measurements of time?

It was in the hope of swallowing up the distinction of
days, and thereby of sinking the observance of the

VOL. IV, T
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Lord's day in the mass. With the abolition of the

Sabbath the service of the sanctuary is swept away ;

and the spirit of Christianity, it was presumed, would
not long survive its forms and rites. Are there none
among ourselves who express rancorous animosity

against the worthy name which they so unworthily

bear ? Is not the Lord's day profaned, and the temple

deserted ; and, in defiance of the law of the land, to

say nothing of the obligations of decency and religion,

are not efforts made by persons high in place and sta-

tion, to discredit and disuse the ordinances of the gos-

pel, and thereby to bring the gospel itself into disre-

pute ? We say, however, concerning such men, in

the spirit and words of the wise Gamaliel :
" Refrain

from these men and let them alone : for if this coun-

sel, or this work, be of men, it will come to nought

:

but if it be of God, t/ieij cannot overthrow it ; lest

haply they be found even to fight against God."
To this fell spirit in maw, what a striking, what an

amiable contrast have we in the temper and conduct of

our blessed Lord ! To withdraw himself from among
these ingrates is the only mark of displeasure express-

ed by him. He desisted from teaching persons who
were determined not to learn; "He did not many
mighty works there," because they were liable to

misapprehension, to misrepresentation. *' He, pass-

ing through the midst of them, went his way." Thus
men grieve the Holy Spirit of God, and he departs

from them. And thus the apostles of the Lord, Paul

and Barnabas, when " the Jews, filled with envy,

spake against them, contradicting and blaspheming,"

they said ; "It was necessary that the word of God
should first have been spoken to you : but seeing ye

put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of

everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles." And
is it no punishment to be forsaken of a friend ; a

friend whom we have grieved and offended, who feels

himself constrained to retire, but retires silently, slow-
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ly, reluctantly ? Little do men reflect what sorrow,

what remorse they are treasuring up to themselves, in

slighting, in neglecting a day of merciful visitation.

It drew tears from the eyes of the compassionate friend

of mankind :
*' And when he was come near he beheld

the city, and wept over it, saying, If thou hadst knov/n,

even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which

belong unto thy peace ! but now they are hid from

thine eyes." " For if we sin wilfully after we have

received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth

no more sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful looking

for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall de-

vour the adversaries."

We conclude with pointing out the Saviour as a

pattern of perseverance in well-doing. Nazareth is no
longer a theatre of teaching and working. Does he
therefore sullenly, resentfully, cease from discharging

the duties of his high office? No, other cities will

gladly receive him. " He came down to Capernaum,
a city of Galilee, and taught them on the Sabbath

days." And what a course of active, unwearied benefi-

cence did the remainder of his earthly pilgrimage exhib-

it! through evil report and good report, through opposi-

tion and discouragement, through sorrow and suffering,

by night and by day, till, bowing his head, he could

say, " it is finished." " Arm yourselves,'' therefore,

christians, " with the same mind:" " Let us run
with patience the race that is set before us, looking

unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our faith :....

consider him that endared such cohtradiction of sin-

ners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in

your minds." " And let us not be weary in well-do-

ing ; for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not."
*' Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, un-

moveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord,

forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain in

the Lord."
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Nozv, zvhen Jesus hear'd that John zuas cast ijito prU
soiii he departed into GaLiiee : ajid leaving Naza-
rethj he came a7id dwelt in Capernaum^ zvhich is

upon the sea-coast, in the borders of Zabulon and
Kephthalim : that it might be fulfilled, ivhich was
spoken bij Esaiasy the prophet, saying, Thelaiidof
Zabulon, and the land oj Nephthalim, by the zvay

of the sea, beyond Jordan^ Galilee oJ the Gentiles 2

the people zvhich sal in darkness saiv great light j

and to them ivhich sat in the j^egion and shadow of
death light is sprung up. From that time Jesus

began to preach, and to say, repent : for the king-

dom of heaven is at hand. Ajid Jesus, zvalking by

file sea of Galilee, saw tzvo brethren, Kiimon called

Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into

the sea : for they zve?'e fishers. And he saith unto

ihemj Follow me, and J zvill make you fishers of
?rien. And they straightivay left their jieir., and
followed him. And going on Jrom thence, he saw
other tzvo brethren, James the son of Zebedee, and
John his brother, in a ship with Zebedee, their fa*
ther, mending their nets s and he called unto them.

And they immediately lejt the ship and tJicirfather,

andfollowed hijn....Malt. iv. 12.. .22.

AMONG the other means of arriving at certainty,

respecting " the things vvlierein we have been

inbtructed," it may be of importance to compare the

present slate of Christianity with its origin ; to contrast

the smulhies of its beginnings with the greatness of its
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success ; to consider the real influence which a cause

so unpromising has had on human affairs, and the

changes which it actually has produced on the face of

the globe. Who is its author ? A mighty ])otentate,

armed with sovereign power and authority ? An invin-

cible conqueror travelling in the greatness of his

strength, at the head of triumphant legions, from vio
tory to victory ? An experienced statesman skilled in

every art of intrigue, and amply furnished with all com-
manding gold, to gain over credulous, or to purchase

the suffrages of corruptible multitudes ? The reverse

of all this is the fact. The author of our faith, chris-

tians, as has frequently been repeated, was the reputed

son of a carpenter ; he was brought up in an obscure

village of a region proverbially coiitemptible, of a con-

quered country ; he was destitute of means, of friends,

of worldly wisdom ; he was a pensioner on the bounty

of others, and frequently without a place where to lay

his head.

Will any one presume to alledge that he associated

with the great of this world, that he insinuated himself

into the favor and counsels of the princes of the earth,

that he went forth armed with their commission, and
advanced in their name conquering and to conquer ?

No, history contradicts all this. He lived up to the

age of thirty in the very depth of obscurity ; his asso-

ciates and coadjutors were few in number, men of

mean parentage and parts, in the very lowest ranks of

society, fishermen, the sons of fishermen. Did he em-
ploy, then, the arts of insinuation, address and flattery

to captivate the vulgar? Did he teach an easy, palata-

ble, pliant morality, and attract the countenance and
support of the million, by gratifying their passions, by
conniving at their vices, or by humoring tlieir preju-

dices ? No such thing. His life and doctrine were

quite the reverse. He preached and exemplified mor.
tification, and self-denial, and patient submission to

painful and unmerited suffering, and renunciation of
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the world. Undoubtedly then his followers could not

be numerous, nor his reputation extensive ; nor his

power of long duration. This too is contradicted by
matter of fact. No teacher can boast of so many dis-

ciples ; no name is so widely diffused ; and after a

lapse of eighteen centuries, the field of his triumph is

extended aad extending, and his outstretched arms
are expanded to embrace a globe.

How is all this to be accounted for? Who shall ex-

plain this accumulation of mystery ? Consult, on the

subject, the learned Jewish doctor of laws, whom we
formerly quoted with respect. His reasoning upon it

is as sound, and as conclusive now, as it was near

two thousand years ago. *' If this counsel or this

work were of men, it must have come to nought

;

but because it is of God, it cannot be overthrown.'*

Christianity is the cause of heaven, and therefore it

hath prospered, and shall continue to prosper.

We have hitherto beheld our blessed Lord single

and unconnected ; gradually shewing himself to the

world as a teacher sent from God. In the passage

which has now been read, we find him laying the foun-

dation of his church, forming and modelling his house-

hold, beginning to provide a succession of public

teachers of his religion, who should carry on to tlie

end of time, the ir.struction of an ignorant, the refor-

mation of a corrupted, the salvation of a perishing

world. The career of John Baptist, his kinsman and
forerunner, M'as now come to an end. That rigid

moralist and honest reformer had, by speaking truth

and acting faithfully, incurred the displeasure of an

arbitrary despot, who cast him into prison, where he

soon after fell a victim to the resentment of an aban-

doned woman. But this John had already given a

repeated and public testimony to Jesus Christ, as the

Messiah promised to the fathers, and as " the Lamb
of God that taketh away the sin of the world." And,



lECT. XIV. J£SUS CHRIST. 183

at bis baptism by John, God had confirmed that tes-

timony by a voice from heaven.

As the Baptist's public labors drew towards a con-

r.Uision, those of Jesus Christ were advancing to their

commencement ; and, as we have seen, they were
first employed for the instruction and relief of his

kindred and townsmen of Nazareth, where he had been
brought up. His benevolent services there, however,
were most ungratefully requited, the minds of his au-

ditors being poisoned with envy, and, as a necessary

consequence, their hearts hardened through unbelief.

Disappointed of success there, where it might have
been so reasonably expected, he gives not up, in sul-

len dissatisfaction, the work which was given him to

do, but leaving Nazareth, in the manner related in

the preceding lecture, he proceeds to Capernaum, a

town of Galilee, on the sea- coast, on the confines of
the inheritance of the two tribes Zabulon and Neph-
thalim, denominated " Galilee of the Gentiles," from
its proximity to the regions of Tyre and Sidon.

But what step of our Saviour's progress was un-
marked by the finger of ancient prophecy, and con-

sequently directed by a special interposition of Divine
Providence ? Isaiah, who had so clearly and fully de-

scribed his character and offices, in the passage which
he read and applied to himself, in the synagogue at

Nazar€th, has also clearly and undecidedly announced
his visit to Capernaum, and the light and glory which
his preaching and mighty works should diffuse over a

region which lay buried in heathenish ignorance and
idolatry. How runs the prophecy ? " Nevertheless,

the dimness shall not be such as was in her vexation,

when at the first he lightly afflicted the land of Zabulon,

and the land of Naphthalim, and aftervyard did more
grievously afflict her by the v\ay of the sea, beyond
Jordan, in Galilee of the nations. The people that

walked in darkness have seen a great light; they that

dwell in the land of the shado^x of death, upon them
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hath the light shined." And what saith the history ?
*' Leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt in Caper-

raum, which is upon the sea-coast, in the borders of
Zabulon and Nephthalim : that it might be fulfilled

which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying,

The land of Zabulon and the land of Nephthalim, by
the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gen-
tiles : the people which sat in darkness saw great

light ; and to them which sat in the region and shadow
of death light is sprung up." In this too is not " the

arm of the Lord revealed '?" Thus clearly does infin-

ite wisdom foresee whatsoever shall come to pass

:

thus confidently doth unchangeable, unerring truth de^

clare the end from the beginning, and thus irresista-

bly doth the mighty power of God bring it to pass.

And thus by a series of " immutable things," that
*' God who cannot lie" is affording " a strong con-

solation" to those " who have fled for refuge to lay

hold upon the hope set before us."

Jesus takes up the same theme which constituted

the subject of John's preaching, namely the doctrine

of repentance ; that humbling doctrine, which re-

gards a world lying in wickedness, ignorance and
misery so deplorable, as to be fitly represented by the

powerful and expressive imagery of " darkness'' and
*' the region and shadow of death;'' that compas-
sionate doctrine which stretches out a friendly hand
to the guilty and the wretched ; that reviving doctrine

which gently draws the trembling sinner to the God
of mercy, and which forbids the vilest to despair.

And by what argument is this salutary doctrine re-

commended and enforced, by both the forerunner,

and by the greater who followed after him? " The
King of heaven is at hand:" the reign of grace, the

dominion of love ; a new display of divine perfection,

even God descending to dwell with men upon earth,

that he might prepare men to " sit together in hea-

venly places in Christ Jesus." -What a fulness of
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time was now come when " the Prophet of the Hi^^h-

est," like the sun, *' rejoicing as a strong man to run
a race," began to " go before the flice of the Lord
to prepare his ways; to give knowledge of salvation

unto his people by the remission of their sins, through
the tender mercy of our God ; whereby the day-spring

from on high hath visited us, to give light to them that

sit in darkness, and in the shadow of death, to guide

our feet in the way of peace !" The great sovereign in

this heavenly kingdom, in a manner peculiar to him-

self, announces his own public entry on the exercise

of his authority ; the Prince of Peace cries aloud,

and proclaims '* the acceptable year of the Lord !"

We said, in a manner peculiar to himself: for it

looks as if he were meaning to court neglect, to ex-

cite compassion, or to provoke contempt, not to en-

gage attention or to command respect. When we be-

hold the carpenter's son forming an humble alliance

with three or four simple, illiterate, unconnected fisher-

men, the inhabitants of a little town on the coast of

the sea of Galilee, Who is so timid as to take the

alarm ? Who is so sanguine as to expect any thing

from such a confederacy ? Who is such a visionary as

to prognosticate from it the downfal of idolatry, and

the revolution of empires ? But this proved indeed the

grand crisis in human affairs. It produced an univer-

sal and everlasting change in the state of the world.

It was the establishment of a kingdom destined to

controul, and, at length to swallow up every other

;

nay, which was to outlast the sun, and survive the

system of nature ; which was to prove the foundation

T\ hereon to rear a new and more glorious fabric of cre-

ation, to serve as a theatre whereon to display wonders
"which shall leave the pride of kings at an infinite dis-

tance behind. " All these things shall be dissolved:

nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for

new heavens, and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righ-

teousness.'* Oa the day that Jesus called *' Simon
VOL. IV. z
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and Andrew his brother, James and John his brother"

from their boats and fishing-nets, imperial Rome shook
to the foundation ; the Jewish hierarchy expired ; Sa-

tan's empire fell ; and on their ruins began to arise

" a kingdom which cannot be moved ;" the predicted

throne and kingdom of David's Lord, which the zeal

of the Lord of hosts was *' to order, and to establish

with judgment and with justice, even forever."

These simj^le men, with simple names, then ob-

scure, unnoticed, unknown, were hastening to ac-

quire a celebrity which speedily eclipsed the titles of

royalty, and the glare of imperial purple. " Peter, a

servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ ;" John, *' the

disciple whom Jesus loved,'' are held in lasting and
grateful remembrance by the nations of the earth, while

the memory of their mighty contemporaries, a Tibe-
rius, a Nero, and a Domitian, is rotting in the dust,

or preserved from oblivion by a note of infamy, and
a sentiment of detestation. Li the former we revere

the benefactors of the human race ; from the latter

we turn away with abhorrence, as from so many mon-
sters. The despised Galileans became " fishers of
men," converted myriads to the faith and hope of the

gospel, and, to this day, by their writings, continue

to minister to the edification and comfort of the chris-

tian world ; and now that the papal throne is sinking

after the imperial into utter annihilation, the throne

of those humble followers of the Lamb is, like that

of their divine master, built upon a rock, against

which the gates of hell shall never prevail.

The power of persuasion accompanied the call of

Jesus :
" Walking by the sea of Galilee, he saw two

brethren ; and he saith unto them, Follow me, and I

will make you fishers of men. And they straightway

left their nets and followed him." Presently after, he
saw another pair of brothers, pursuing the accustomed
labors of their humble occupation; "and he called

them. And they immediately left the ship, and their
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father, and followed him." It will be said that they

had very little to lose, and therefore merit not the praise

of having made a very costly sacrifice. No rnan can

make a greater sacrifice than that of his all, whether it

be much or little. When a person deliberately resigns

the means of earning his bread, he casts himself

entirely on Providence. The woman of Sarepta

'who, at the word of the prophet, brought her last

morsel of<bread to satisfy his hunger, exhibited a most
illustrious display of confidence in God ; as did like-

wise that other poor widow, whom Jesns beheld cast-

ing her two mites into the treasury, and whose liberality

he so highly extols :
" he said, Of a truth Isay unto

you, that this poor widow hath cast in more than they

all. For all these have of their abundance cast in

unto the offerings of God : but she of her penury hath

cast in all the living that she had." It is not the quan-

tity given, but the spirit in which it is bestowed, that

stamps value on the gift^ Peter indeed, on a certain

occasion, seems to have highly rated the surrender

whrch he made, and to have deemed himself fully en-

titled to a compensation :
" Then answered Peter,

and said unto him, Behold, we have forsaken all, and
followed thee ; what shall we have therefore?" Jesus

admits the claim : he undervalues not the sacrifice

which affection has offered up, and points out the glo-

rious compensation which he was ready to make

:

" And Jesus said uuto them. Verily, I say unto you,
that ye which have followed me, in the regeneration,

when the Son of man shali sit in the throne of his

glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging
the twelve tribes of Israel. x\nd every one that hath

forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or
mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name's
sake, shall receive an hundred fold, and shall inherit

everlasting lif^." Such is the unbounded generosity

of him who saith in another place: " Whosoever
shall give to drink unto one of 4:hese little ones a
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cup of cold water only in the name of a disciple,

verily I say unto you he shall in no wise lose his

reward."

But there must have been an inconceivable some-
thing in the manner and address of Jesus Christ,

which could induce men in circumstances such as

those of the disciples, to forego the very means of sub-

sistence, and to follow him at all hazards. They feel

the attraction of true goodness, but have not^s yet any
apprehension of the person, nature and mission of the

master whom they were preferring to all worldly

relations, possessions and prospects. But their

choice was shortly justified, as they attended his foot-

steps through the cities of Galilee : and it is highly

grateful to find a first favorable impression, completely

confirmed, or far exceeded by knowledge and expe-

rience. They were to be made witnesses for Christ

to all nations, every opportunity is therefore afforded

them of the most intimate communication with him
" all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out

among them :" that they might declare to the World
" that which was from the beginning, which they

heard, which they saw with their eyes, which they

looked upon, and which their hands did handle of the

word of Tife." Through a channel, and on the testi-

mony of witnesses, so little liable to suspicion, " the

truth as it is in Jesns'' has been transmitted to us.

The mode of convej ing to the minds of men *' the

gospel of the kingdom," next arrests our attention.

He went teacliing in their synagogues. This consist-

ed, if vve may judge from his practice at Nazareth,

in rehearsing aloud, before worshipping assemblies,

the Scriptures of the Old Testament, either in their

order, or passages selected for special occasions, and
particularly applied. And this in every age and state

of the church, ever since a revelation came down
from heaven, was and is the ground-work of public

instruction and devotion ; even the word of the living
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God, the standard of truth, the foundation of faith,

the rule of life.

The second mode of instruction employed by our

Lord, was " preaching the gospel of the kingdom."
This seems to have been something more than a sim-

ple reading of the Scriptures, followed by an equally

simple application of the v^^ord read to its appropriate

object, as in the instance which has already been under

review :
" This day is this Scripture fulfilled in your

ears.t' The word translated to preach is derived from

a noun which signifies herald^ public crier, the mes-

senger of prince to prince, of nation to nation. Thus
the prophet Isaiah might be said to preach to the men
of his day, when, by the command of God, he exe-

cuted the office of a herald ;
" Cry aloud, spare not

;

lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and shew my people

their transgressions, and the house of Jacob their

sins." And thus, in strictness of speech, Christ

himself might be said to preachy when " in the last

day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried,

saying. If any man thirst, let him come unto me and

drink. He that believeth on me as the Scripture hath

said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.'*

In a greater latitude, to preach is, from a given topic,

to argue, to exhort, to reprove, to encourage ; to

assail the heart, in the view of producing conviction,

and of regulating the life through every avenue of the

soul, the intellect, the passions, the very senses.

Thus Paul on Mars-hill at Athens, " preached Je-

sus and the resurrection." Thus also at Troas, after

breaking of bread, " he preached, and continued his

speech until midnight." And as Christ himself thus

preached, " he sent out his twelve disciples to preach,

saying the kingdom of heaven is at hand ;" and with

this solemn charge he left them, when he ascended

into heaven :
" Go ye, therefore, and teach all na-

tions, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and

of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost : teaching them to
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observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you :

and, lo, I am with 3011 always, even unto the end of
the world. Amen." And thus until now, through
the operation of his mighty power, " the foolishness

of preaching," the preaching of " Christ crucified"

is *' to them that are called, Christ the power of God,
and the wisdom of God.'' •

Teaching and preaching were accompanied and
supported by the display of miraculous powers, all

employed in doing good. " He healed all manner of
sickness, and all manner of disease, among the peo-

ple." This general description of human wretched-
ness, to which the promised Messiah was to apply a

remedy, is followed by a sad enumeration of the se-

veral particulars which compose this depressing aggre-

gate ; some of them were more common, and in many
cases removable by human skill and the use of ordinary

means ; some were more obstinate and hopeless, as

the palsy, lunacy, which in general bid defiance to the

healing art, and terminate at length, the one in the dis-

solution of the body, the other in a total derangement
of the mental powers. This catalogue is closed by
an extraordinary malady, seemingly peculiar to that

period and spot of the world, diabolical possession.

Attempts have been made to explain away this terri-

ble affliction into a species of madness or epilepsy to

"which the human frame has in all ages been deplora-

bly subjected, but which can with no propriety be
ascribed to the operation of malignant spirits. The
instances, however, both of the existence of the dis-

ease, and of the cure, are too numerous, and too spe-

cific, to be confounded with mental disorder or bodily

infirmity ; and every attempt of the kind ought to be

resisted, as a blow aimed at all historical evidence,

as an insidious design to limit the agency of spiritual

beings, and to measure all existing powers by those of

man. The influence of "the spirit that now worketh
in the children of disobedience" has no need to be
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demonstrated. And wherefore should it be thought u

thing incredible that, for a season, and for purposes

by us inscrutable, this evil spirit might be permitted

to harrass and convulse the bodies of men, that the

superior power of the Son of God might be manifest-

ed in recovering, both in body and in spirit, " out of

the snare of the devil, them who are taken captive by
him at his will?"

The whole taken together, the teachings the preach-

ing and the miraculous cures performed by Christ, in

their combined eitect, amount to this : There is not

an evil which man is liable to, in his body, his mind,
liis estate, of yesterday or of many years standing,

but what must yield to the wisdom, the power, the

grace of Christ. It was the union of those several

methods of conducting his divine mission that gave
weight to each separately, and to the combined whole.

Miracles without instruction miglit have amused,
might have excited admiration and astonishment. But
we know how very transient and ineficient impressions

of this sort are. The wonder ceases, it is driven out

by a new prodigy, and this, in its turn, gives place

to a third, and so on in succession, till extraordinary

become mere common things, and no salutary effect

is produced. But when the person who has been
trying to instruct me, and whose lessons I found
wearisonrie, and treated with neglect, takes a kindly

interest in me and my concerns, makes ray heakh
and comfort his own ; when he interposes seasonablj^

condescendingly, in behalf of myself, my child, ray

friend, my neighbor ; and not only seasonably, but
powerfully, effectually, in a way that far transcends

the usual course of things ; when 1 behold my teacher

and my benefactor to be one and the same, the same
man who vouchsafed to point out truth and tell me
my duty, givii:g sight to a man that was born blind,

and raising the dead to life, then the lesson comes
with force to the Jieart and conscience. Nicodemus.
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the Jewish ruler, felt and acknowledged the irresis-

tible power of this combination. He said to Jesus,
*' Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from
God : for no man can do these miracles that thou
doest, except God be with him." Thus the simpli-

city of doctrine is dignified and impressed by the lus-

tre of miracle, and the effect of miracle, on the other

hand, acquires permanency, from the stability, impor-
tance and usefulness of the doctrine.

The preaching of the gospel is no longer supported
and confirmed by miracles. Granted. It is no longer ne-

cessary that it should. While supernatural, external aid

was necessary, such aid \vas communicated. In Jesus

Christ, and in what he did, taught and suffered, the

Scriptures \vere fulfilled. He authenticated his com-
mission by the seal of miracles. Under that seal he
executed it ; and that seal he transmitted to his im-
mediate disciples. Under it they acted, and the world
was christianized. Miracles have effected all that they

M'ere intended to effect, and the gospel now rests on
its own unmoveable basis. What need of the for-

mality of a seal to a writing which bears the impress

of Deity on every line, on every letter ? You call for

miraculous proof of its divine original. That very

call, in the ninteenth century from its first establish-

ment, is the proof. Had it not been the cause of God
and truth, it must long ere now have ceased to be a sub-

ject of discussion. When the opposition of avowed
enemies, and the treachery of pretended friends, are

taken into the account, that Christianity should at

all exist, is the greatest wonder that ever was pre-

sented to the world. You call for proof; it is at

hand. What political, philosophical, moral system

ever lasted so long, or could boast so many prosel-

ytes ? What system is so favorable to science, to

intellectual, civil, moral improvement? Introduce the

spirit of Christ, and despotism and slavery expire to-

gether ; man is settled on a basis of equality which disr-
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turbs noc the order of society, and a prospect is opened

of a state of being in which all the disorders now pre-

valent, shall be completely rectified. You call for

proof; it is at hand. Go to hamlets and huts; look

to empty scrips and exhausted penury, to the field of

painful unproductive toil, and to the bed of languish-

ing ; see Rachel weeping for her children, because they

are not, and David mourning over living, ungracious

children. The sufferers repine not, they charge not

God foolishly ; they commit themselves to him who
clotheth the lilly and feedeth the raven ; labor makes
rest sweet, and hope puts a pillow under the drooping

head; the heart is poured out before God, and the

countenance is no more sad. Is this no miracle ? In

what school of the philosophers are such lessons taught?

And let it be ol^served that these, and such as these,

are not the glaring, splendid triumphs of Christianity,

but its daily, noiseless, unobtruding, unostentatious

operation,
" Except ye see signs and wonders ye will not be-

lieve." Is miraculous proof of the divinity of the gos-

pel still demanded ? It is at hand. By what instru-

ments does the great Jehovah still support and extend

the Mediator's kingdom ? By men themselves feeble,

ignorant, forlorn, like those to whom they minister;

men standing in need of the self-same instruction, con-

solation, and support which they are called to adminis-

ter to others ; men, in general, as Jittle qualified by
natural endowments, or by the acquisitions of litera-

ture, to subvert the kingdom of Satan and to build up
that of Messiah, as the fishermen of Galilee were to

shake the throne of the Csesars, and to restore that of

David, whicfi was fallen down. It is in every age the

same. "Where is the wise? where is the scribe;?

where is the disputer of this world? Hath not God
made foolish the wisdom of this world ? For after that,

An the wisdom of God, the world by wisdom knew not

God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching,

VOL, IV. 2 A
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to Save them that believe.'' " Who then is Paul, and
who is A polios, but ministers by whom ye believed,

even as the Lord gave to every man ^ I have planted,

Apollos watered, but God gave the increase. So then

neither is he that planteth, any thing, neither he that

watereth ; but God that giveth the increase." " We
have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency

of the power may be of God, and not of us."

Still call for proof I What kind and degree of proof

will satisfy or silence infidelity? Shall the sun stand

still and the moon be stayed ? Are not the constant and
uniform motions and appearances of those great lumi-

naries an equal, or a superior demonstration of sove-

reign power and wisdom ? Shall the shadow upon the

sun-dial of Ahaz be accelerated or retarded ten de-

grees ? What can it prove more than is done by a stea-

dy and regular progression? Thousands are fed miracu-

lously, at once, by a few loaves and fishes. Is the mira-

cle less which day by day feeds the innumerable tribes

of the human race, by a process of vegetation, and of

animal increase ? The producing hand is the same ia

both cases, the manner of production makes all the

difference. Should one rise from the dead, will ye be-

lieve and repent ? One has arisen from the dead : but

infidelity still holds out. And we must leave it to its

consequences : "If they hear not Moses and the Pro-

phets, neither will they be persuaded though one rose

from the dead."
As the evidence, so tlie doctrine of Christianity is

the same that it was from the beginning. Whether to

the Jew or to the Greek ; the preaching of John or of
Christ himself, of the primitive disciples, or of the

ministers of to- day, it is a " testify ing'of repentance

toward God, and of faith toward our Lord Jesus

Christ." From the beginning to the end of the world,

the call is, " Turn ye, turn ye, Why will ye die ?"
*' Bring forth fruits meet for repentance." The com-
mand and the promise are blendid together :

*' Believe



LECT. XIV. JliSUZ CHRIST. 195

on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt he saved,"

and they are addressed equally to the jailor at Philippi,

and to t!ie multitudes at Jerusalem :
" Repent and be

baptized every on^ of you in the name of Jesus Christ

for, the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift

of the Holy Ghobt." The universality of guilt de-

mands universality of contrition and reformation ; and

there is but one " blood" that " clcanseth from all

sin ;" neither is there salvation in any other ; for there

is none otiier name under heaven given among men
whereby ue must be saved."

What other teacher, what other legislator did not

find hiujself under the necessity of suspending, of re-

laxing, of mitigating the severity of the law ; of ac-

commodating himself to times, tempers, and circum-

stances ? Even Moses himself was obliged to tempo-
rize, and to connive at the breach of the law, in favor

of the hardness of the people's hearts. But the great

christian legislator has but one unvarying, inflexible

code, for the prince and the peasant, for the nob'e and
the ignoble, fur the slave and his master. It alone

suits all nations, all seasons, all situations. Among
the other m.arks of Deity this is not the least. Chris-

tianity is a religion, not for this district or for that, but

for the globe ; not for the Jew or the Greek, but for

mankind, and thus approves itself to be of him who
" hath made of one blood all nations of men, for to

dwell on- all the fai^e of the earth." Nay more, Chris-

tianity is a religion for both earth and heaven, for time
and for eternity. Its spirit is the spirit of love, and
perfect love is the fulftliiug of the law and the perfec-

tion of f^^licity. '' Now abideth faith, hope, charity,

these three : but the greatest of these is charity."

WheieH-'re ? Faith and hope are adapted to a state of
trial and suffering; they imply doubt, difficulty, im-

perfection :
" but when that u'hich is perfect is come,

then that which is in part shall be done away." But
after the exercise of faith and hope has ceased, charity
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is arrived at its maturity; a maturity that knows no
decay. Tlius are *' the spirits of just men made per-

fect."

Once more we ask, Is the history which we have
been reviewing, the history of a mere miui ? Is there

nothing superior, nothing divine in this mode of teach-

ing and acting ? What mortal could have engaged in

such an enterprizc, with such support, and have pros-

pered ? What human power and skill reach to the pa-

ralytic, the lunatic, the leper ? What arm of flesh can
controul " the prince of the power of the air ?" What
eloquence of man can persuade the rich, or the poor,

to give up every thing ? What tongue can say, with
effect, to the wind and to the sea, " Peace, be still ?"

If these are not proofs of a present Deity, What proof

can be demanded, What proof can be given ? Our
knees bow, our tongues confess " that Jesus Christ is

Lord to the glory of God the Father." Amen.



LECTURE XV,

BEFORE THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE LORD'*
SUPPER.

And the seventy returned again zvith joy, saying. Lord
even the devils are subject unto us through thy name.
And he said unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning

fallfrom heaven. Behold, I give unto you power to

tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the

power of the enemy ; and nothing shall by any means
hurt you, Notivithstanding, in this rejoice not that

the spirits are sabject unto you ; but rather rejoice,

because your names are ivritten in heaven. In that

hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, I thank thee,

O Father, Lord of Heaven and earth, that thou

hast hid these things from the zvise andprudent, and
hast 7'evealed them unto babes : even so. Father s

for so it seemed good in thy sight. All things are

delivered to me of my Jather : and no man Imoweth
who the Son is, but the Father j and zvho the Father
is, but the Son, and lie to ivhom the Son will reveal

him. ...Luke x. 17...22.

WISE and good men have attempted to present

an artificial arrangement of the several events

recorded in the history of our Lord and Saviour Jesus

Christ, or what they call a Harmony of the Gospels.

It is both a pleasing and an useful amusement to ascer-

tain the dates and to settle the order of events ; and
labors of this kind merit high commendation. But
the native majesty and simplicity of Scripture stand in
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no need of artificial arrangement. The whole spiritual

building is august and venerable, and each particular

part has its peculiar beauty and excellency. To be as-

sured that such things were done, is of infinitely higher

importance than to determine the exact series of suc-

cession. Every line of the iiistory of Christ is a radiant

display of divine perfection ; every step he takes leaves an

impressof benignity behindit. It was predicted concern-

ing him, that he should be "a man of sorrows and ac-

quainted with grief." But it was likewise predicted,

that he should *' see of the travail of his soul and be satis-

fied." The words which have been read contain the ac-

complishment of this last prophecy. In all our affliction

he was afflicted ; let us weep with him : and when he
*' rejoices in spirit," l«^t us also " rejoice with joy un-

speakable and full of glory ; receiving the end of our

faith, even the salvation of our souls."

The followers of Christ had now increased to a great

multitude. And need we wonder, if such doctrine,

supported by such purity and dignity of character, and
by such mighty v/orks, had the power of attracting at-

tention and respect wherever he went? " There fol-

lowed him great multitudes of people from Galilee,

and from Decapolis, and from Jerusalem, and from
Judea, and from beyond Jordan." Out of those mul-
titudes he selected first twelve, with the peculiar de-

signation of disciples and apostles, to whom he im-
parted a portion of his spirit and power :

" He gave

them authority over all devils, and to cure diseases,

to preach the kingdom of Gocl, and to heal the sick."

Afterwards " he appointed other seventy, and sent

them two and two before his face into every city and

place whither he himself would come." It was on
occasion of the return of those seventy, after having

fulfilled their mission, and upon the report which tljey

made of their success, that Jesus broke out into this

holy rapture :
" In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit,

and said, 1 thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven
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and earth, that thou hast liid these tilings from the

wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes :

even so, Father ; for so it seemed good in thy sight."

Let us trace the process.

The evangelist records, at full length the commis-
sion granted to those seventy, but gives us no parti-

culars respecting their progress. These must be col-

lected from the account which they themselves give of

it. I'lie seventy returned again with joy. Every
thinking man enters on a difficult or a hazardous en-

terprise with very mixed emotions. He feels the con-

sequence attached to an ardous and important station;

he feels the pressure of responsibility, and the solici-

tude of general expectation pointed towards him. The
animating stimulus of hope is repressed by the dread

of miscarriage, it is a terrible thing to return foiled,

disappointed, discomiitted. The eve of a battle is a

season of solicitude. But when the conflict is over,

when success is no longer doubtful, the soul enters

into a state of perfect composure. Mournful is the

reflection, " I have labored in vain, I have spent my
strength for nought, and in vain ;" but how complete

is the triumph of an apostle reviewing a successful

ministry, and looking forward to the glorious recom-
pense of reward. " I have fought a good fight, I have

finished my course, I have kept the faith. Henceforth

there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness,

which the Lord the righteous judge shall give me ia

that day." Such was the triumph of the seventy,

having; finished their circuit of the cities of Galilee.

They express peculiar satisfaction in reporting to

their divine master, that " even the devils were sub-

ject to them, through his name." It was matter of

great joy to them, that their preaching had been ac-

ceptable and useful ; that they had been the honored

instruments in his hand, to " heal all manner of sick-

ness, and all manner of disease ;" to predispose the

niiiiis of men to receive the kingdom of God, by
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healing their bodies : but to prevail against the great

adversary who had so long tyrannized over the nations,

leading them " captive at his will," this filled up the

measure of their joy. At the same time, they mo-
destly disclaim all personal merit. They humbly ascribe

the glory of all this wonderful success to the potent

name of their almighty Lord. " Jesus himself exer-

cises underived power over universal nature." " What
a word is this !" exclaimed the astonished multitudes,
" for with authority and power he commandeth the

unclean spirits, and they come out :" but the disciples

have power, and prevail only through virtue commu-
nicated to them. " AVithout me," says he, " ye can
do nothing:" and then is the believer most strong

when he rests on imparted strength. Now those dis-

ciples were speedily to be scattered abroad upon the

face of the earth, carrying with them the doctrine

and the name, that is the wonder-working power of
their master. Wherever, therefore, virtue accompa-
nied that name, there was Christ himself present ; and
of whom but of Deity can it be affirmed that he is in

more than one place, in many places, in all space at

once ? God challenges omnipresence as his own

:

" Am I a God at hand, sailh the Lord, and not a God
afar off? Can any hide himself in secret places that I

shall not see him ? saith the Lord : do not I fill hea-

ven and earth ? saith the Lord." " Though they dig
into hell, thence shall mine hand take them ; though
they climb up to heaven, thence will 1 bring them
down : and though they hide themselves in the top of
Carmel, I will search and take them out thence ; and
though they be hid from my sight in the bottom of
the sea, thence will I command the serpent, and he
shall bite them." The great Author and Finisher of
our faith asserts to himself the same divine attribute,

and connects with it perpetuity of duration, in the
charge which he gave to his disciples before he ascend-
ed up into heaven ;

" Go ye and teach all nations ;"
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there is a claim of universal power and presence ; and
he adds the gracious assurance :

" and lo, / am with

you alway, even unto the end of the world." Here
are omnipresence and endless unchanging existence

united. When tlie viper dropped harmlessly from the

apostle's hand, in the island of Melita, there was the

name, the presence and the power of Christ. When
Philip, in the desert of Gaza, *' preached Jesus" to

the Ethiopian eunucH^nd converted him to the chris-

tian faith, there was the name, the presence and the

power of Christ. When John, in the isle that is call-

ed Patmos, " heard a great voice, saying, I am Alpha
and Omega," there was the name, the presence and
the power of Christ. Tiiat presence, my brethren, we
hope and trust, is in the midst of this worshipping as-

sembly, and presiding over it ; is to consecrate that

table and those elements of bread and wine ; is to sanc-

tify and ennoble our communion and fellowship. But
it is not confined to this place. It is at this moment
difiusing light, and life, and joy over myriads of wor-
shippers in ilie ea.^t, in the west, in the south, in the

north. It is " the confidence of all the ends of the

earth, and of them that are afar oft' upon the sea:"
*' in ail places where I record my name, I will come
unto thee, and bless thee." " Where two or three

are gathered together in my name, there am I in the

midst of them."
This subjection of the devils to the disciples,

through the name of Christ, Jesus in his reply con-

templates as the beginning of Satan's complete and
final overthro'.v as a step toward the total subversion of
his kingdom. "" He said unto them, I beheld Satan

as lightning fall from heaven:" " when I sent you
forth armed with my commission, and furnished you
with power to execute it, I saw swift destruction over-

taking t!}c destroyer. You have begun a conquest

which i am proceeding to accomplish. You have

subjected iiis mischievous agents. I shall bruise Sa-

VOL, IV. 2 JB
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tan himself under your feet shortly." '^ His usurped

dominion, as " the god of this world,'' as " the prince

of the power of the air," as " the ruler of the dark-

ness of this world," is hastening " to expire. Root-

ed, established as it may seem to be, it shall vanish

in a moment, rapid as a tlash of lightniMg, which dis-

appears before it is well seen." The expression is in

use with both the sacred and profane authors. The
downfal of the king of Babyloiif is, by the prophet,

represented under this bold imagery :
" How art thou

fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning!
how art thou cut down to the ground !" The Roman
orator says of Anthony, " thou hast dragged down
thy colleague from heaven ;" and when Pompey the

great was hurled from his proud pre-eminence, Cicero

represents him as having " fallen from the stars.'*

The time to favor a darkened, enslaved world VA'as

now come, and Jesus triumphs in the near prospect

of the conversion of the Gentile nations " from dark-

ness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God.'*

The former mission of the seventy was limited to
'' the cities and places, whither he himself would
come ;'' now their sphere is enlarged, and with an
extended commission, fresh assurances are given of

divine protection wherever they went. " Behold I

give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions,

and over all the power of the enemy ; and nothing

shall by any means hurt you." After the resurrection

from the dead, an unbounded career is set before them,

the vast globe is spread out as the scene of action, the

whole human race, through all ages and generations is

the grand object of the gospel ministry, and powers
adequate to the undertaking are granted. " Go ye
into all the world, and preach the gospel to every crea-

ture"...." and these signs shall follow them that believe ;

in my name shall they cast out devils ; they shall speak

with new tongues ; they shall take up serpents ; and
if they drink any deadly thing it shall not hurt them

:
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they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall reco-

ver.'* Here every obstruction is removed, all opposi-

tion dies, every enemy is subdued, and the scriptures

are fulfilled, which say :
" Every valley shall be ex-

alted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low

:

and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough
places plain :" " Thou shalt not be afraid for the ter-

ror by night, nor for the arrow that fiieth by day, nor

for the pestilence that walketh in darkness, nor for the

destruction that wasteth at noon-day." " Thou shalt

tread upon the lion and adder : the } oung lion and the

dragon shalt thou trample under feet." Thus was the

serpent's head bruised, and the triumph of the Re-
deemer completed. Compare spiritual things with

spiritual, the commission of the great head of the

church with the execution of it, the promised sup-

port of the apostles with what they were enabled actu-

ally to achieve, as the facts stand recorded in the book
of their acts.

But Jesus i)oints out to his disciples a purer source
of joy than even a grant of miraculous powers could
bestow. It was highly honorable and unspeakably
grateful to be invested with authority to controul evil

spirits, to cure inveterate distemper and quicken the

dead, and to enjoy perfect personal security amidst

snares, and dangers and the shadow of death, to speak

with tongues and instruct the ignorant. But these

and other choice gifts of God have been conferred on
the unworthy. Great talents are not always sanctified

to the possessor. Beneficial to others they may be un-
profitable or even pernicious to the man himself. He
may speak with the tongues of men and of angels ; he
may have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mys-
teries and all knowledge ; he may have all faith so as

to be able to remove mountains ; he may lay out his

whole estate in works of charity, and even submit to

suffer martyrdom, and after all remain destitute of that

principle which alone admits into the kingdom of hea-
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ven. The magicians of Egypt performed wonders,

but they served only to harden the heart against God.
Balaam was a true prophet, but " he loved the wages
of unrighteousness ;" he knew and approved the bet-

ter course, but he deliberately persevered in the worse.

Simon had the art of bewitching the people of Samaria
with sorceries ; "to him they all gave heed, from the

least to the greatest, saying, this man is the great power
of God." " He himself believed also, and was bap-

tized," but his " heart was not right in the sight of

God;" he was still " in the gall of bitterness, and in

the bond of iniquity." "Not every one that saith

unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom
of heaven ; but he that docth the will of my Father

which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day.

Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name ? and
in thy name have cast out devils ? and in thy name
done many wonderful works ? And then will I pro-

fess unto them, I never knew you : depart from me,
ye that work iniquity." Where God has bestowed
much, he will expect much, and in proportion to the

number and value of the gifts received is the account
that must be given. Who was equally hoFiored with

the apostle of the Gentiles, by extraordinary commu-
nications from heaven? but " it is not expedient for

me,'' says he " to glory:" "of myself I will not

si;lory, but in mine infirmities." In what then does a

Paul, in what does every believer chiefly rejoice and
glory? In the composing reflection, " my name is

written in the book of life." " 1 know whom I have

believed, and I am persuaded that he is able to keep

that which I have committed unto hirn against that

day." *' Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of

righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge,

shall give me at that day : and not to me only, but

unto all them also that love his appearing." Com-
pared to this, what a poor trifle it is for a man to

know that his name is in an opulcrit testator's will for
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a splendid bequest, were it even the reversion of a

kingdom? This is that " peace of God which passeth

all understanding, which shall keep the heart and mind
through Christ Jesus," and which the world can nei-

ther give nor take away.

This is " the hour," the eventful hour when " Je-

sus rejoiced in spirit :" the hour when the great sove-

reign of the universe was subjecting spiritual wick-

ednesses to human agents, and perfecting praise out of

the mouths of babes and sucklings ; when all the glo-

ries of the kingdom of heaven unveiled themselves to

his view, and the nations of the earth hastened into it.

The scenes of sorrow and suffering which must inter-

vene, are absorbed in contemplating the blessed effects

which they were to produce. "In that hour Jesus

rejoiced in spirit, and said, I thank thee, O Father,

Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast hid these

things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed

them unto babes : even so, Father ; for so it seemed
good in thy sight." Here we behold our great pattern

setting us the example of referring every thing to

God, as the first cause and the last end of all ; who
acts by his own uncontroulable, inexplicable supre-

macy, and with a vievv^ to his own glory. But we
are not to understand our Lord as giving thanks that
*' the wise and prudent" were kept in a state of igno-

rance respecting the things of God, but that while

they were so, while they remained under the power
of wilful blindness, it had graciously pleased God to

manifest these things to the comparatively simple and
illiterate. We have a similar mode of expression, and
which falls under the same mode of interpretation, in

the epistle to the Romans, vi. 17, where the apostle

says : " But God be thanked that ye were tUe servants

of sin;" meaning obviously, "that aithougli, that

whereas ye were the servants of sin, ye have obeyed
from the heart that form of doctrine which was de-

livered you:'' So here, "1 thank thee, O Father,
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Lord of heaven and earth, that while the wise in their

own conceits, and the prudent in the estimation of the

world, neglect and despise the things which belong to

their peace, their all-importiuice is discerned, felt,

prized and improved by persons, lowly in their own
sight, contemptible in the eyes of men, but estimable

in the eyes of Him who " resisteth the proud, but
giveth grace unto the humble.''

Jesus ascribes to the father universality of dominion,
under the title of " Lord of heaven and earth ;" and
he resolves all creatures and all events into divine so-

vereignty : " Even so. Father, for so it seemed good
in thy sight." " He giveth not account of any of his

matters." " He doth according to his will in the army
of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth :

and none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What
doest thou ?" That which is good in the eyes of man
is frequently a sore evil ; but that which is good in the

sight of God must be good in itself; and when Deity
shall have executed the whole plan of his providence,

the myriads of his saints and angels shall with one

voice proclaim " all is good." " Blessing, and honor,

and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon
the throne, and unto the Lamb forever and ever."

Having made this ascription of universal power, au-

thority and property to the Father, he represents him-

self as invested in an equal extent of dominion, as sole

and sovereign administrator of the world which he

made, which he upholds, and which he came to re-

deem. " All things are delivered to me of my Father."

God is " Lord of heaven and earth." Now these two
words imply all space, with all the beings which in-

habit the worlds " visible and invisible, whether they

be thrones or dominions, or principalities, or powers."

To the utmost extent of the words, therefore, and of

their import, the sovereignty of God Redeemer ex-

tends, and it is asserted and ascribed neither in a sin-

gle passage, nor in doubtful terms. All power," says
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he in another place, " is given unto me in heaven and

in earth:'' "authority to execute judgment also;"
*' power over all flesh, to give eternal life." " The
Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them ; even

so the Son quickeneth whom he will. For the Father

judgeth no man ; but hatii committed all judgment
unto the Son ; that ail men should honor the Son,

even as they honor the Father." Now this is either

mere pretension, unfounded as that of the devil over

*'all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of

them," or it is a claim of right : and who but God
can support such a claim ? Who but God can possess

and exercise the power of quickening the dead, of

executing judgment upon all, not only according to

their works, but according to their most secret

thoughts, and of bestowing eternal life ? Is a creature,

a mere man like ourselves, to be entrusted with, is he

capable of managing such an empire? No; Where
all power, then, is lodged, there is Deity ;

" in

that he puts all in subjection under him, he left noth-

ing that is not put under him." Behold, christian^

and rejoice in spirit, the powers of darkness prostrate

under the feet of the Prince of Peace : He " maketh
his angels spirits, his ministers a flaming fire," and
*' are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to

minister for them who sliall be heirs of salvation?"

Behold the heathen given him for his inheritance, and
the uttermost parts of the earth for a possession

;

*' He must reign, until he hath put all enemies under
his feet." We, my beloved brethren, are part of the

all thijigs which are delivered by the Father unto the

Son ; and the precious deposit is securely placed :

Thine they were, and thou gavest them me ;....those

that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is

"lost :" and you are going this day solemnly to deli-

ver up yourselves to him, to be taught by his spirit,

to be governed by his laws, to be protected by his

arm, to be supplied by the providential care ; there-
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fore " ye are not your own, for ye are bou.^^ht with a

price : therefore glorify God in your body, and in

your spirit, which are God's-''

It is added, " and no man knoweth who the Son is,

but the Father ; and who the Father is, but the Son,
and he to whom the Son will reveal him." That is,

the nature, the excellency, and dignity of the godhead
can be known only by Deity. God is infinite in all

his perfections, but in contemplating infinity all creat-

ed understanding is lost. This reciprocal knowledge
of the Father and the Son is itself a mystery inscruta-

ble, for it presents at once plurality and unity ; which
human reason sinks under. " No man hath seen God
at any time ; the only begotten Son, which is in the

bosom of the Father, he hath declared him." If man
has been enabled to form any right notion of God, he

is indebted for it to the revelation of Jesus Christ the

Son of God. That revelation has unfolded God's pur-

pose and grace, before the world began. That reve-

lation has explained the history of Providence through
ages and generations past. That revelation has dis-

closed an eternal duration to come, for unfolding, in

endless succession, the inexhaustible treasure of the

knowledge of " the only true God, and Jesus Christ

whom he hath sent." Every past, every present,

every future discovery of the divine counsels, and of

their execution, is the operation of the great light of

the world; " for God, who commanded the light to

shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to

give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in

the face of Jesus Christ."

If such were the honor and the power conferred on
the twelve, and on the seventy simple Galileans ; if

through the grace of Christ they not only exceeded the

attainments of science, and the operations of art, but
exercised authority over the devil and his angels, then
what may not man become ? What bounds shall be set

to the progress of an immortal being, " the new man,
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which after God is created in righteousness and true

holiness?" The eye of sense discerns a frail child of

dust, sinking under a load of growing infirmity ;
'* in

heaviness through manifold temptations;" "through
fear of death subjected to bondage. " The eye of faith

beholds in that same forlorn creature, one hastening

unto the resurrection of the dead, about to assume a

glorious body fashioned after the similitude of that of

a risen and glorified Redeemer, arising ** to meet the

Lord in the air," triumphing over death, and " him
who has the power of death," " with open face, be-

holding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, and chang-

ing into the same image from glory to glory."

Christ has taught us, my brethren, to resort to the

radical source of consolation ;
" rejoice, because your

names are written in heaven." It is a pleasant and hon-

orable feeling to take complacency in an illustrious or

even reputable descent ; to reflect on the attainment of

eminence of station by eminence in talent j to contem-
plate wealth earned by industry and Hiir dealing. But
these, and such advantages as these, are transient.

They may be marred and embittered by untoward cir-

cumstances. But to meditate on an inalienable, un-

alterable good, running through the whole progress of

duration, increasing continually in lustre and value;

to think that all is the free gift of a Father, whose
love is not liable to change, whose bounty is enex-

haustible, whose power sustains the worlds visible and

invisible, and whose existence is from everlasting to

everlasting : this soothes the soul to peace, this sweet-

ens the bitterest morsel, this quenches the flame of the

fiery trial, this disarms the king of terrors. " These

things saith he that hath the seven spirits of God, and

the seven stars.'' "He that overcometh, the same

shall be clothed in white raiment ; and I will not blot

out his name out of the book of life, but I will con-

fess his name before my Father and before his angels."

VOL. AS'. 2 c
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The highest privileges which Christianity confers,

and the fairest prospect which it opens, powerfully re-

commend the spirit of humanitj'. Is thy name written

in heaven ? What hand wrote it there? Might not the

hand that wrote blot it out again ? Has not thy own
right hand made many a dreadful attempt to erase the

signature ? If it has found a place on that hallowed
page, if it has been permitted to remain there, if it

has not in fatherly displeasure been forever obliterated,

it is all of free sovereign grace. Art thou an heir of
" a kingdom which cannot be moved?" " it is your
father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom," have
grace, whereby you may " serve God acceptably,

with reverence and godly fear." The highest and the

holiest are also the humblest of beings. With whom
does "the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity,

whose name is Holy," delight to dwell ? "With him
who is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the

spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the con-

trite ones." He who is most humble has the greatest

similtudetohis divine master, and to be like Christ is to

possess the highest glory which the creature is capable

of attaining. " Learn of me" says he, not to walk
upon the water or rebuke the wind, not to open the

eyes of the blind or quicken the dead, but " Learn of

me ; for I am meek and lowly in heart : and ye shall

find rest unto your souls."
" Jesus rejoiced in spirit," as he contemplated the

rise, the progress, the consummation of his kingdom,
and the correspondent downfall of the empire of sin

and Satan. He is the same who wept over the grave

of Lazarus, who " groaned in the spirit and was
troubled," in sympathy with the woe of others ; the

same who beheld the devoted city, " and wept over

it;" the same who in the agony of Gethsemane ex-

claimed, " My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto

death." Let our sorrows and joys flow from the same

sources with his. Are the ravages of time and death
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presented to our view, or the still more dreadful ravages,

which issue in death, committed by " the carnal mind
which is enmity against God," and hatred to man?
Are we the spectators of the prot^ress of moral cor-

ruption from evil to worse, till all is lost ? Can we be*

hold it unmoved? " Fools make a mock at sin," but

every serious spirit is very differently affected. " I

beheld the transgressors," says the psalmist, " and

was grieved because they kept not thy word. Rivers

of waters run down mine eyes ; because they keep not

thy law." On the olher hand, how delightful is it, to

mark the progress of goodness ;
" the path of the just

as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto

the perfect day ; " to behold " a brand pluckt out of

the lire," a soul saved from death, an heir born into

the kingdom of God ! This causes "joy in heaven,

in the presence of the angels of God." This is that
*' travail of his soul,'' which the Redeemer " shall

see, and shall be satisfied.'' This is the dawning of

that eternal day when " the ransomed of the Lord
shall return, and come to Zion with songs, and ever-

lasting joy upon their heads : they shall obtain joy

and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away."

That we all may be found in that company, partake

of that joy, assist in raising those songs, may God of

his infinite mercy grant, through Jesus Christ our

Lord. Amen.

PRAYER IN CONSECRATING THE
ELEMENTS.

We thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and
earth, for all thy inexpressible, all thy inconceivable

goodness to the children of men. Thou didst form
the first human body of " dust of the ground,'' and

thou didst breatlie into man the breath of life, and he

became a living soul, capable of knowing, of admir.
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ing, of loving, and of enjoying tiic glorious excellen-

cies of the divine nature. Under thy creative benedic-

tion he increased, and multiplied, and replenished the

earth. But man that was in honor continued not. Sin

entered into the world, and death b)- sin has passed

upon all men. Nevertheless, God who is rich in mercy
pitied and spared, and said, " Deliver him from going

down to the pit ; I have found a ransom." To guilty

man, driven out from piiradisc, a door of grace open-

ed, a dawn of hope arose. That dawning light, that

day-spring from on high, through thy favor, v»'axed

brighter and brighter, till it reached meridian splen-

dor. The fulness of time came, when " God, who
at sundry times, and in divers manners, spake in times

past unto the lathers by the prophets," was pleased to

speak " unto us by his Son, the heir of all things,"

who *' made the worlds, being the brightness of his

glor}', and the express image of his person, and up-
holding all things by the word of his power." But
he " made himself of no reputation, and took upon
him the form of a servant, and uas made in the like-

ness of men:" He was "despised and rejected of
men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief:"

and " being found in fashion as a man, he humbled
himseh'', and became obedient unto death, even the

death of the cross," and " when he bad by himself

purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the

majesty on high." " Which things the angels desire

to look into ;" let our souls rejoice and adore.

To thee, voluntarily hnvnbled, to thee, highly ex-

alted Saviour, our knees shall bow : that name which
is above every name cur tongue shall confess ;

" the

love of Christ constraineth us :" *' we love him : be-

cause he first loved us." And what proof, blessed

Lord, what proof of love art thou this day demanding
of thine infinitely indebied creatures ? Not to suffer

the loss of all things, not to go to prison and to death

for thee, not to give our body to be burnt, not to give
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but to receive :
*' Take and eat, Take and drink, Do

this in remembrance of Me." Of a truth thy com-
mandments are not grievous ; thy yoke is easy, and
thy burden is light. Draw us, we will run after thee;

these are cords of a man, these are bands of love.

We hear the command and we obey. We present

our bodies a living sacrifice, which is our reasonable

service. We devote the superior powers of our im-

mortal spirits to the contemplation of the great mys-
tery of godliness, that we *' may be able to compre-
hend with all saints what is the breadth, and length,

and depth, and height, and to know the love of Christ,

which passcth knowldge, and that we may be filled

with all the fulness of God."
We employ, risen and exalted Redeemer, we em-

ploy these elements of bread and wine as a memorial
of thy dying love, because, in the near prospect of
death, thou wert pleased, by giving thanks over them,
to set them apart to this sacred purpose. We would,
after thy example, look up to our Father in heaven,

and give thanks for all the blessings which they com-
memorate, for redemption through the blood of Christ,

the forgiveness of sins according to the riches of free

sovereign grace ; for the abolishing of death, and for

all the exceedingly great and precious promises, and
the glorious prospects of life and immortality brought
to light by the gospel.

In thy name we solemnly separate from a common to

a hallowed use, so much of this bread and of this wine
as we are now to employ in commemorating the death
of Christ, his body broken, and his blood shed, as a
propitiation for the sin of the world. And over these

sacred symbols we again solemnly dedicate ourselves

unto thee, to be disposed of by thy providence, to be
fj^overned by thy laws, to be guided by thy spirit, to

be accepted through thy intercession. I'hee having
not seen we love ; in thee, though now we see thee

not, yet believing, we rejoice with joy unspakable,
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and full of glory ; receiving the end of our faith, even

the salvation of our souls. In thy presence we be-

come witnesses to each other, and we call angels and
men to witness, that we subscribe with our hand unto

the Lord, in trembling hope that our names are writ-

ten in the Lamb's book of life, among the living in

the heavenly Jerusalem. And in this blessed hope we
would, with one heart and voice, ascribe to God in

Christ, the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

now, and for evermore. Amen.

ADDRESS TO COMMUNICANTS AT THE
SACRAMENTAL TABLE.

To sit down at one table, to partake of the same
fare, is the happiest view of domestic comfort and of

friendly intercourse. The body and the mind are re-

freshed at once. The bond of union is strengthened

and sweetened between the father and mother, be-

tween parents and their children, among brothers

and sisters, among kindred and friends. To the

enjoyment of that pure and exalted felicity, my
brethren, we are now envited; and with the prospects

of immortality blend the endearing charities of human
life. The great master of our gospel repast is not

now indeed the object of sense, but he is assuredly

with us, he contemplates with complacency our com-
mon faith and hope, our mutual affection. He re-

joices in spirit while he beholds those for whom he
died, remembering his death, obeying his command-
ments, living under the influence of his spirit, advanc-
ing in his strength toward the kingdom of heaven.

Him not having seen ye love, and ye look forward to

the day when ye shall be like him, for ye shall see him
as he is.

Communicants, ye are elevated to the summit of an
exceeding high mountain, but not by the spirit of de-
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lusion, to survey airy or earthly kingdoms, and a glory

unsubstantial and transient ; but by the spirit of power,

and of love, and of a sound mind, to contemplate a

kingdom which cannot be moved, a kingdom pre-

pared for you from tlie foundation of the world.

You survey an inheritance incorruptible, and un-

defiled, and that fadeth not away ; not with the feel-

ing of a Balaam, who beheld from the high places of

Baal, the goodly tents of Jacob, and the tabernacles

of Israel, in which he had neither part nor lot ; nor

with the emotions of a Moses, who from Pisgah view-

ed the land flowing with milk and honey, into which
he must not enter ; but with the confidence and com-
posure of an Abraham, to whom God said ;

" Lift up
now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou
art northward, and southward, and eastward, and west-

ward : Arise, walk through the land, in the length of

it, and in the breadth of it : for I will give it unto
thee ;" but with the rapture of a Stephen, who expir-

ing exclaimed :
" Behold, I see the heavens opened,

and the Son of man standing on the right hand ofGod.'*

That ye, christians, may through grace be made par-

takers of the same divine consolation. We administer

unto you, and partake with you, the commanded me-
morial of the sufferings and death of the Redeemer of

mankind.
" The Lord in the same night in which he was be-

trayed, took bread : and, when he had given thanks,

he brake it, and said, Take eat ; this is my body,

which is broken for you : this do in remembrance of

me."
How powerfully emphatical every word is ! the

bread of nature, in order to become the aliment of

the body is bruised, and broken, and passes through

the fire :
" The bread of life, which came down from

heaven," says Christ in his doctrine, " is my flesh,

which I will i^ive for the life of the world." "It pleas-

ed the Lord to bruise him ; he hath put him to grief:'*
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behold him buffeted of wicked men, scourged, his

head crowned with thorns, his hands and his feet

pierced, his soul poured out unto death. And for

what end ? His body, my sinful fellow-creature, was
*' broken Jor you.'''* " He was wounded for our trans-

gressions, he was bruised for our iniquities : the chas-

tisement of our peace was upon him ; and with his

stripes we are healed. AH w^e like sheep, have gone
astray ; we have turned every one to his way, and the

Lord hath laid on hinit he iniquity of us all." And what
does he demand in return ? Do this in remembrance

of me. Blessed Jesus ! if thou hadst bidden us do
some great thing, would we not have cheerfully com-
plied ? How much rather then, when the yoke of love

is imposed ? We come at thy call :
" We will remem-

ber the name of the Lord our God ;" " O Lord our
God, other lords besides thee have had dominion over
us ; but by thee only will we make mention of thy
name."

" After the same manner also he took the cup,
•when he had supped, saying, this cup is the new
testament in my blood : this do ye, as oft as. ye drink
it, in remembrance of me. For as often as ye eat

this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's
death till he come."

In drinking together, my christian friends, from
this cup, we joyfully acquiesce in the new, and better,

and well-ordered covenant, " ordained by angels in

the hand of a mediator," and " established upon better

promises;" a covenant which makes provision not
only for human infirmity, but for the deepest and
most malignant guilt, and which affords not merely a

temporary relief, but confers an unchangeable and
everlasting security. " This is the covenant that I

will make with the house oC Israel, after those daj's,

saith the Lord, I will put my laws into their mind,
and write them in their heui ts : and I will be to them
a God, and they shall be to me a people : and they
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shall not teach every man his neighbor, and every

man his brother, saying, know the Lord, for all shall

know me, from the least to the greatest. For I will

be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins

and their iniquities will I remember no more." And
what is the seal of this better covenant ? It is before

you. " This cup," says the Saviour. " is the New
Testament in my blood :" the wine in the cup is a

symbolical representation of my blood shed for the

remission of sin. " Ye know that ye were not re-

deemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold :

but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a Lamb
without blemish and without snot ;" " slain from the

foundation of the world," and' -which " cleanseth us

from all sin."

In celebrating this holy ordinance, we are not only

more closely cementing the ties of nature and the

bands of friendship among ourselves, but we are ex-

tending our communion to the church of Christ uni-

versal, in the east and west, in the south and north ;

we are stretching out the right hand of fellowship over

continents, over oceans, to give the salutation of bro-

therly-love to all who love our Lord Jesus ; and to

invite men of all colors and of all languages, to cast

in their lot among us, and to take shelter with us

under the shadow of this " great rock in a weary

land," to repose with us amidst "the trees of life,"

whose " leaves are for the healing of the nations."

But is not " our fellowship with the Father, and
with his Son Jesus Christ ?'' Is it not then, with them
who are drinking new wine in our Father's kingdom ;

with the spirits of just men made perfect ; with those

whom on earth we loved ; with those who have often

eaten and drank with us at this table, and with whom
we hope to eat and to drink at the table that is above,

sitting down with them, and " with Abraham, and
Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven?" De-
lightful reflection ! The employments of earth and hea=.

-''OL. IV. 2d
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ven are the same ; the animating principle, the spirit

of love is the same ; the subject of their praise and
the source of their joy are the same. " Unto Jesus

Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first be-

gotten of tiie dead, and the Prince of the kings of the

earth : Unto him that loved us, and washed us from
our sins in his own blood, and hath made us kings

and priests unto God and his Father ; to him be glory

and dominion forever and ever. Amen.
The solemnity concludes with an intimation of

Christ's second appearance. " As often as ye eat this

bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's

death till he come.'* " Why trouble ye the woman ?"

said Christ to the indigent disciples, who grudged
the waste of the ointment which she poured on his

feet, " for she hath wrought a good work upon me

;

for in that she hath poured this ointment on my body,

she did it for my burial." Her pious act embalmed
the body for the grave : Ours contemplates Jesus, and
the resurrection ; ours looks forward to the day when
*' the Son of man shall come in the clouds of heaven
with power and great glory." " Yet a little while and
He that shall come will come, and will not tarry.'*

*' He which testifieth these things saith, surely I come,
quickly. Amen. Even so, come Lord Jesus. The
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all,

Amen."
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And the third day there zvas a maj-rfage in Cana of
Galilee j and the mother of Jesus zvas there. And
both Jesus zvas called^ and his disciples, to the mar-
riage. And ivhen thei) zvantedzvine, the mother of
Jesus sailh unto him, they have no zvine. Jesus
saith unto her, zvoman, zvhat have J to do zvith

thee? Mine hour is not yet come. His mother
saith unto the servants, zvhatsoever he saith unto
you, do it. And there zvei^e set there six zvater

pots of stone, after the manner of the purifying of
the Jeios, containing two or three frkins a piece,

Jesus saith unto them,fII the zvater pots zvith zvater.

And theyfilled them tip to the brim. And he saith

%into them, drazv out noiv, and bear unto the go.
vernor of the Jeast, And they bare it. When the

ruler oj the feast had tasted the zvater that zvas

viade zvine, and knezv not zvhence it zvas, (but the

servants zvhich dreiv the zvater kneiv) the governor
of the feast called the bridegroom, and saith unto
him, every man at the beginning doth setforth good
zvine : and zvhen men have zvell drank, then that

zvhich is zvorse : but thou hast kept tlie good zvine

until nozv. J his beginning oj miracles did Jesus
in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth his glory ;

and his disciples believed on him... .}oii^ xi. 1...11.

IT requires no common degree of wisdom to make
the transition from various situations one to ano-

ther, with dignity and propriety. The gravity and
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seriousness of deportment that suits the temple do not

suddenly melt away into the familiarity and ease of

private life. Men are called to act various parts, but
often lack the skill to discriminate between character

and character. At other times the scene changes too

rapidly, and the habit of the public personage is scarcely

laid aside, when the spirit of it is likewise shifted, and
the man discovers that he is merely an actor. Differ-

ence of behaviour may undoubtedly be assumed with

change of place and of company, without incurring

the imputation of hypocrisy : but there is a radical

character which the honest man never lays aside,

-whatever be the season, whatever the situation. He
cannot indeed be gay and serious at the same mo-
ment : but in the house of mourning he may be sad

•without sinking into depression, and in the house of

feasting he may be cheerful without rising into levity.

He can " rejoice with them that rejoice, and weep
with them that weep," without losing the firmness of

his mind, or betraying inconsistency of spirit and tem-
per. In truth, if you would be useful to men, you
must accommodate yourself, where the rights of con-

science do not interfere, to their circumstances, and
to the laws of decency and prudence.

But where, alas ! shall we find the man who is con-

tinually on his guard, who in every situation possesses

his soul, and governs his spirit, and keeps the door of
his lips ? In vain we look for such a one among men of

like passions widi ourselves. But it is not for want of

a perfect pattern, in the person of him who in all places,

at all seasons, and in every situation, approved him-
self the Son of God and the friend of men. Let this

mind be in you, which also was in Christ Jesus. He
hath left us an example that we should follow his steps.

Blessed Lord, we will follow thee whithersoever thou

goest.

We have attended the great Teacher sent from God
to the synagogue at Nazareth, and have heard him
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fulfilling the duties of that gracious office, by reading

and opening up the Scriptures, and thus * producing

one species of evidence to the truth of his divine mis-

sion, the accomplishment of ancient, well known, ana

acknowledged prophecies concerning himself, his pqf-

son, his consecration to the great, work which he should

come to execute, and the wonderful success with

which it should be crowned. We have seen him with

complacency receiving his disciples on their return

from a progress of preaching and healing, and of cast-

ing out devils ; and rejoicing in spirit, as he contem-

plated the sudden and utter destruction of Satan's king-

dom, and on its ruins, the universal and everlasting

establishment of his own. We are now to behold him
exhibiting a different kind of evidence, but calculated

to produce the same effect, that is, a full conviction

that Jesus Christ v/as the Son of God and the Saviour

of the world, namely, the display of miraculous pow-
ers, to support the truth of the doctrines which he

taught. This " Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews,"

fek and admitted. " Rabbi," says he, *' we know
that thou art a teacher come from God : for no man
can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be
with him." As on the two great commandments,
love to God and love to man, " hang all the law and
tiie prophets,'' so on these two unmoveable pillars,

rest the whole fabric of Christianity. The fulfilling of
prediction, is a demonstration of the foreknowledge of
Deity, " declaring the end from the beginning, and
from ancient times the things that are not yet done,
saying, my counsel shall stand, and I will do all my
pleasure ;" and of his truth and faithfulness in bring-

ing it to pass, to an iota, to a tittle : and the work inn*

of miracles evinces the presence and concurrence of
almighty power, which is able to support and to sus-

pend, to controul and alter the laws of nature, by a

word, by an " I will." If the spirit and native ten-

dency of the gospel be taken into the account, we shall
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find it to possess every character of divinity that the

heart of man could desire, or reason demand, or ima-
gination figure.

The period, and the place, and the occasion of Christ's

first public miracle, are all specified. It was the third

day after the noted conversation that passed between
Christ and Nathanael, which is recorded in the con-

clusion of the preceding chapter. There Jesus gave
proof, not merely of superior sagacity, but of a know-
ledge that discerns the thoughts and intents of the

heart. Nathanael, with all his guileless integrity, la-

bored under the common prejudice of the day, and
liad the vulgar proverb in his mouth, " Can there any
good thing come out of Nazareth ?" He soon received

conviction that there could, and that too the best of all

things ; for while he was yet speaking to Philip, Christ

himself drew nigh to meet them, and instantly, in the

bearing of Nathanael, pronounced a character of him
whicli the searcher of hearts only could have unfolded :

** Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile."

Nathanael, justly conscious of inward rectitude, finds

himself at once reproved and detected. His sarcasm
respecting Nazareth not retorted, but disarmed by re-

ceiving in return the honorable appellation of " an Is-

raelite indeed," was a keen reproof to an ingenuous
mind; and to find himself minutely known to a stran-

ger, must have inspired high respect for that stranger,

not unmixed with awe. With astonishment he ex-

claims, " Whence knowest thou me ?" The answet

completely displays the character of the Nazarene :

*' Before that Philp called thee, when thou wast under

the fig-tree, I saw thee." Here is an eye which at

once penetrates into the heart, and marks minute, ex-

ternal contingent circumstances, even to the species of

plant under the shadow of which Nathanael, at a cer-

tain moment, happened to repose. The *' Israelite

indeed" now resigns his prejudices and dismisses his

doubts; wonder changes into veneration, ** Nathanael
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answered, and saith unto him, Rabbi, thou art the

Son of God ; thou art the King of Israel :" and thus

another respectable disciple is added to the school oi'

Christ.

Let not this be considered as foreign to the subject

of the present lecture. Nathanael was, of course, one

of the invited guests to celebrate the marriage at Cana
of Galilee. He was there, within three days, to be-

hold another species of demonstration of his master's

divinity, that he might bear witness to it. And it

was fit that a man so candid and upright should be

furnished with every kind of evidence, which could

remove prejudice or subdue infidelity. He is not in-

deed hereafter mentioned in the gospel history, but it

seems highly probable that a person of his description,

was speedily called to take an active part in propagat-

ing the truth as it is in Jesus. Some commentators

have supposed him to be the same with Bartholomew,
one of the twelve.

The place, where the miracle exhibited the glory of

the Redeemer, was " Cana of Galilee," perhaps to

distinguish it from another city of that name in Celo-

syria, mentioned by Josephus in his Jewish antiqui-

ties. It was situated in that part of the Holy Land,

which in the partition under Joshua, fell by lot to the

tribe of Asher ; and stood on a river of the same
name, which flowed through part of the inheritance of

the tribe of Ephraim, into the Great Sea. It was hi-

therto a mere name, or a speck which might casually

catch the eye as it wandered over the map of Pales-

tine ; but Cana now acquired a celebrity which makes
her to rank with the proudest of capitals, from an

event which will transmit her name to the latest pos-

terity.

The occasion was a marriage solemnity. It is an
institution of heaven nearly as old as the creation : it

was first celebrated in Paradise : God himself formed
the union, presided over and witnessed the contract,
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and pronounced the nuptial benediction. This stamps
a purity, a dignity, a permanency oh the ordinance,

which man is bound highly to respect. The great in-

terpreter and restorer of the law, accordingly, puts

honor upon the institution by his presence and coun-

tenance, and by contributing to the comfort of the as-

sembly convened on this happy occasion, by the charms
of his conversation, and by a seasonable supply of one

ingredient in a feast : and he afterwards vindicated the

primitive sanctity of marriage from the irregularity and

impurity which the hardness of the human heart had

constrained even a Moses to permit, at least to con-

nive at. " Have ye not 'read, that he which made
them at the beginning, made them male and female ;

and said, for this cause shall a man leave father and
mother, and shall cleave to his wife ; and they twain

shall be one flesh ? Wherefore they are no more twain,

but one flesh. What, therefore, God hath joined to-

gether, let no man put asunder.

John the Baptist incurred the imputation of being-

possessed with a devil, because he was a man of more
austere manners, and of a more sequestered mode of

living; because he "came neither eating bread nor

drinking wine." His divine master, more gentle in

deportment, more affable, accessible, and condescend-

ing, because he mixed with society, because he " came
eating and drinking,'' is by the self-same persons re-

presented as " a gluttonous man, and a wine-bibber,

a friend of publicans and sinners." Where there is a

disposition to censure, no purity nor prudence can
escape. Nothing can please the peevish children in

the market place. If their fellows excite them to

dance by the sound of the pipe, they are disposed to

look grave, and mourn : if their companions are in a

serious mood, it is with them a time to dance. Yoii

cannot tell where to find them. It is not, at the same
time, a mark of wisdom to brave the opinion of the

V/orld : butwoe be to that man whose conduct has no
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better regulator than either popular opinion, or the de-

cisions of a i.elf-constItuted censor. Christ has by ex-

ample taught his disciples to seek, and to take oppor-

tunities of being useful, whatever construction may be

put upon it by malignant observers.
" The mother of Jesus was there," apparently, as

one of the family, who took an interest in the credit

of htr relations, and to assist in attending to the com-
fort and accommodation of the guests ; we find her

watching over the expenditure of the provision, and
devising the means of supply when it should fail.

But Jesus and his disciples were among the persons

specially invited. As the aim of the evangelist is sim-

ply to detail the circumstances relating to the miracle,

every thing foreign to this is suppressed. This re-

mark is applicable to the sacred writers in general.

They present the leading object in its strongest fea-

tures, leave it to make its native impression, and pass

from it without exclaiming, without parade, without

a commentary. On the other hand, where minute-

ness of description and enumeration is necessary, or of

importance, all is examined with a microscopic eye,

and beauties disclose themselves to closeness of inves-

tigation which the careless glance had overlooked.

Whether the company had proved more numerous
than was expected, or whether a provision too scanty

had been made, but in the middle of the banquet
wine failed. Things which are in themselves, and as

far as man is concerned, merely contingent, are pre-

disposed and produced by a special interposition of

divine Providence, to fulfil some valuable purpose.

This little awkwardness of domestic arrangement fur-

nished occasion for a grand display of almighty power.

The deficiency was observed by the mother of Jesus,

who communicated it to him as simply a remark of
her oun. But did not the communication partake of

the nature of request, of expectation, of suggestion?

VOL. IV. 2 E
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" They have no wine :" Is not this saying, can no-
thing be done to save the credit of the family ? They
will suffer in the estimation of their friends, as too par-

simonious at a season of festivity like the present.

Canst thou find no supply ? There must, undoubtedly,

have been something offensive in her meaning or mode
of expression, for she meets with a reproof. And the

mildest censure from such lips is a mark of displea-

sure. As to Nathanael before, so to Mary now he
gives proof that he could read in the heart, what had
not yet fallen from the tongue :

" Jesus saith unto her,

Woman, what have I to do with thee ? mine hour is

not yet come." " Woman :" we are not to estimate

the spirit and import of this term of address by the

refinement of our modern ideas and manners. A
British female of very middling rank would consider

herself as very highly insulted to be thus abruptly ac-

costed by an equal, from an inferior it would be in-

tolerable, and even in a superior it would be resented.

But it was the appellation by which princes addressed

themselves to ladies of the highest rank, and which
even slaves employed in speaking to their mistresses,

for it marks respect not familiarity. And we have a
demonstration, in the present case, that it could im-

ply nothing harsh or unkind, for it is Jesus who uses

the word in speaking to his mother. On an occasion

still more tender and interesting, when sovereign love

was in its triumph, and dictated every expression;

when his cross was surrounded by some of the per-

sons who witnessed the miracle of Gana of Galilee ;

this conversation took place :
" When Jesus, there-

fore, saw his mother, and the disciple standing by,

whom he loved, he saith unto his mother, Woman,
behold thy son ! Then saith he to the disciple, behold

thy mother ! And from that hour that disciple took her

unto his own home." Here was the dying effusion of

filial affection :
'' Woman, behold thy son,"
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" What have I to do with thee." This is an air

of severity, and probably was intended to check en-

croachment. There is a point beyond which parental

authority itself must not presume to go. At the age

of twelve, excess of maternal solicitude received a

mild rebuke :
" How is it that ye sought me ? wist

ye not that I must be about my Father's business ?"

Nevertheless " he went down with them" from the

temple, " and came to Nazareth, and was subject

unto them." But to the man of th^fj^ even a mother
must not presume to dictate, or so much as insinuate.

The words of the original have by some been differ-

ently translated ; and Jesus is made to say,, in reply

to his mother's observation, "they have no wine,"
*' What is that to me and thee ?" What does it con-

cern us whether there be wine or not ? Such a ques-

tion is little in the spirit of Christ, who took a conde-

scending and an affectionate interest in all the iniirmi-

ties and distresses incident to humanity, and to whom
nothing conld be indifferent which tended to promote
the comfort of others ; and the sequel plainly shews,

that he actually cherished those kind affections, and
expressed them in a manner peculiar to himself. It.

is more natural to adopt our common version, consis-

tent as it is with the same sense of the phrase in a va-

riety of other passages. " The devils coming out of the

tombs exceeding fierce," in the country of the Ger-

gesenes, exclaim, " What have we to do with thee,

Jesus, thou Son of God ?'' Meaning evidently ;
" We

are afraid of thee ; let us alone ; we desire no acquain-

tance with thee ; art thou come hither to torment us

before the time ?" The seventy interpreters translate the

Hebrew idiom in the same phraseology and spirit, in a

great many passages. Thus Jephthah addressed the

king of Amnion, " What hast thou to do with me?"
saying plainly, " I wish no intercourse ; we can have

nothing in common ; Wherefore should we go to war
together?" And thus, not to multiply instances, Da-
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vid said to Abisbai, nlicn he proposed to go over and,

in cold blood, to cutoff Shimei's head, " What have

I to do with you, ye sons of Zeuriah?" " I like not

your spirit ; I want no such triumph ; let God's will

be done : you are taking his work out of his hand,

and are deciding hastily when you ought to wait pati-

ently." This is entirely in the spirit of the passage

before us. " Woman, what have 1 to do with thee?''

" Intrude not
;
prescribe not ; 1 know what is fit for

me to do ; all friy movements are already settled.''

In this view all i^of a piece ; all breathes the spirit of

meekness ; there is the majesty of Deity, and there is

the united firmness and mildness of the man.

If there be any thing like sternness in the question,
" What have 1 to do with thcc ?" it is sunk in the so-

lemn asseveration concerning himself: " mine hour is

not yet come." The hour of a man's birth, of his

baptism, of his majority, of his marriage, of his

death, is an epoch of singular importance both to him-

self and others. We measure time, we know its va-

lue, and we trifle with it. With an experience of its

necessary lapse, and with the certain knowledge that

no moment can be responsible for the debt of its pre-

decessor, having enough to do with itself, the thought-

less sons of men will be drawing on a day which they

are never to see, and they sport with borro\\ed pro-

perty as if it w'ere their own. The wise man, in the

face of this reckoning of folly and madness, states the

just account of the expenditure and use of time :

" There is a season, and a time to every purpose

under the heaven." But we look up to Him who is

wiser than the wisest, tliat we may learn to measure

lime, to understand the value of a da}-, and to im-

prove the living hour, which is gone before we are

sensi!)]e that it has come.
" Mine hour is not yet come." It is an expression

applied to various events of Christ's life and ministry.

When his unbelieving brethren urged liim, Ijy way of
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defiance, to go up to Jerusalem at the feast of taber-

nacles, and there make an open display of his miracu-

lous powers, this was his reply :
'* My time is not

yet come. ...Go ye up unto this feast: I go not up
unto this feast; for my time is not yet full come ;'*

intimating that all his movements and operations were
regulated to a moment, and therefore could neither be

hurried forward nor retarded. When he did go up to

Jerusalem, and taught openly in the temple, though
his plainness and fidelity gave much offence, it is re-

marked that *' no manlaidhandsonhim; forhishour was
not yet come :" that is, the hour of his apprehension,

trial and condemnation. When the devout Greeks
who had come to worship in the temple, desired an
interview with him, Jesus said to his disciples ;

" The
hour is come that the Son of man should be glorifi-

ed;" meaning the dawn of the gospel day upon the

Gentile world. But while he rejoiced in spirit, as he
contemplated that auspicious hour, he saw it leading

to another and a darker hour, the hour of suffering and
death. The prospect spreads a transient cloud over

the serenity of his mind, and he said : " Now is my
soul troubled : and what shall I say ? Father, save me
from this nour." Thus far the man of sinless infir-

mity. But the cloud passes away, serenity is restor-

ed and the hour of sorrow is lost in contemplating the

glory that should follow, the accomplishment of his

hea\enly Father's purpose of mercy in the redemption
of a lost world : " but for this cause came I unto this

hour. Father, glorify thy name." When his '* time
was full come'* that he should glorify God by his death,

with heavenly composure "Jesus lifted up his eyes,

and said. Father the hour is come ; glorify thy Son,
that thy Son also may glorify thee." Thus every step
of the Redeemer's progress was weighed, measured,
established by an antecedent counsel incapable of be-
ing overthrown or of failing.

His mother, though reproved, is not wholly discou«
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raged. She perceives that whatsoever he did must be
done at his own time and in his own way, and there-

fore enjoins the servants carefully to attend to what-
ever he should say unto them.

The ablutions, at this period, practised among the

Jews, were carried to an absurd and superstitious ex-

cess. The law had indeed prescribed certain wash-
ings, which nature herself points out as conducive to

health, cleanliness and comfort ; but tradition had mul-
tiplied these without end ; they had acquired an autho-

rity paramount to that of law, and the primary duties

of life were sunk in an affected attention to external

purity. " l^he Pharisees," says St. Mark, " and all

the Jews, except they wash their hands oft eat not,

holding the tradition of the elders. And when they
come from the market, except they wash they eat not.

And many other things there be which they have re-

ceived to 'hold, as the washing of cups, and pots,

brazen vessels, and of tables." This drew upon them
a severe censure from the lips of Jesus Christ. He
charges them with the vilest hypocrisy, in "teaching
for doctrine the commandments of men.'/ " For,''

says he, " laying aside the commandment of God, ye
hold the tradition of men, as the washing of pots and
cups : and many other such like things ye do." " Full

well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may
keep your own tradition." He then produces, as an
instance, their open and avowed violation of the fifth

precept of the decalogue, engraven by nature on the

heart of man, and proclaimed from Sinai by the mouth
of God. The unnatural child had but by a vow to

devote his substance to a pretendedly sacred purpose,

in order to be forever released from all obligation to

assist aged or decayed parents. Thus a punctilious

attention to washing the body, could be reconciled to

a deliberate purpose of hardening the hea,rt. These
copious and frequent ablutions, account for the large

provision of water made for the marriage feast. *' There
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were set six water pots of stone, after the manner of

the purifying of the Jews, containing two or three fir-

kins apiece." To pretend to ascertain the quantity,

by the names of ancient measurement, would be nu-

gatory and absurd. If the thing could be done, what
profit would arise from it ? Is it not well known that

all the wisdom of the British legislature, though fre-

quently exerted, has hitherto been unable to establish

a standard of weights and measures for the southern di-

vision of this little island ? The precise quantity is left

in intentional obscurity, by the use of the indefinite ex-

pression tzvo or three, it is sufficient for us to know that

the supply was very considerable. The expenditure of

water, at this advanced period of the feast, must
have been great. Jesus determined to make those

partially exhausted vessels the medium of his intended

miracle. To have replenished the empty wine vessels

might excite suspicion of collusion; but into water-

cisterns for purifying, wine never entered, and there-

fore no doubt could arise. He, then, who could have

transformed the bottom of a dry cistern into a fountain

of water, or of wine, at his pleasure, commands the

servants to " fill the Avater pots with water. And they

filled them up to the brim."

The miracle is already performed. By an unseen,

unperceived energy ; without a word spoken, without

a gesture, by a simple act of the will, plain water is

instantaneously converted into wine of the finest qua-

lity. What dignified simplicity • what unaffected ma-
jesty ! A fact so very extraordinary is narrated with

no more pomp of language than the most common
process of nature. He now desires the attendants,

hitherto the only witnesses of this wonderful change,

to draw off some of the wine, and bear it to the go-

vernor of the feast, at the moment when the deficiency

began to be felt. Thus every supply which comes
immediately from the hand of Providence is at once

seasonable, salutary , and excellent in its kind^ What
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comes through the channel of men like ourselves must
of necessity have a mixture of their impurity and im-
perfection.

With us the master of the house is also the govern-
or of the feast. It is his concern to see that his friends

be properly accommodated and supplied. But among
the Jews an officer of this description was appointed

to preside, whether elected by the company, named
by the bridegroom, or constituted by public authority,

whose business it was to pronounce a benediction on
what was provided, and who, when the cup was bless-

ed, first drank of it himself, and then passed it round
the table. In compliance with this custom, Jesus di-

rected the first-fruits of this miracle to be carried to

him to pass judgment. He instantly perceives the

difference, though ignorant of the process ; and in

surprise addresses himself to the bridegroom, whose
it was to prepare the entertainment, and to defray the

expense, in these words :
" Every man at the begin-

ning doth set forth good wine ; and when men have

well drunk, then that which is worse : but thou hast

kept the good wine until now.'' Though this too

may not perfectly coincide wit;I,i modern manners, it

exhibits a picture of the common practice in that

country and in that age ; and it led to a discovery of

the whole mystery, and Jesus stood confessed the Son
of God, the Lord of universal nature, the searcher of

hearts, the ruler of elements, the fi-iend and brother

of mankind. " This beginning of miracles did Jesus

in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth his glory ;

and his disciples believed on him."
Many and useful are the practical reflections which

Row from this subject. Permit me to suggest some
of them.

1. The religion of Jesus Christ embraces the whole
circle of duty. Duties are of various orders and im-

portance. Some are essential and indispensible, others

are agreeable and ornamental ; as in a well-constructed
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edifice there are parts absolutely necessary to its ex-

istence, and there are parts which might be removed
indeed without affecting the solidity and durableness

of the fabric, but the removal would greatly impair

its elegance and beauty. So in the cale of morals there

are the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy
and faith; and there are obligations of an inferior or-

der ; though highly important in the commerce of hu-

man life ; such as gentlene\s, courtesy, affability,,

sympathy. Of both ranks of duty our blessed Lord
set the happiest example. He mixed with mankind,
he partook of their griefs and their joys, he sat down
at their tables, he assisted at their nuptial festivity, he
indulged in the mutual endearments of friendship, he
paid attention to little children, took them to his arms
and blessed them. Disciple of Jesus, go thou and
do likewise. Ill does it become thee to be stately,

and distant, and reserved and ungracious, when he
was so meek and condescending. There are certain

austere christians who will on no occasion, and on no
account, descend from the pinnacle of their dignity,

and who render religion disgusting to others by the

harshness of tiieir manners, and a severe, morose,
ungainly deportment. This they cannot have learned

of Christ, nor at his old school. Will they vouchsafe to

take a lesson from the apostle Paul, who understood

his own real dignity as well as any man ? " Mind not

high things, but condescend to men of low estate."

And I beg leave to add, from him : "Be not wise in

your own conceits."

2. Jesus himself was all purity and perfection, but

the mother of Jesus was subject to culpable infirmity.

She incurred censure oftener than once, and therefore

is not to be looked up to as a perfect model, much less

to receive the adoration which is due to deity alone.

It is one of the most humiliating views of human un-

derstanding, to behold it so far degraded as to think

VOL. IV. 2 F
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of aj^proaching the great intercessor and friend of man-
kind through the intercession of another. *' There is

one God," saith the" Scripture, and one " Mediator
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus." No,
says popery, you must have a mediatrix between you
and that mediator ; nay, one armed with authority to

controul and command him. The mind turns away
with horror from the bhisphemous suggestion. The
rights of parents have a boundary, both as to extent

and duration, the authority of God knows no limit,

and never can expire. When his voice is heard, that

of nature must be suppressed. The duties of the pub-

lic character must absorb the feelings of the private in-

dividual. We may warrantably lay before our com-
passionate Redeemer, our most secret thoughts, and
pour out our hearts before him in prayer and supplica-

tion, in perfect submission to his will; but we must
not presume either to prescribe to his providence, or

to arraign his conduct. He doeth all things wisely

and well.

3. Every creature of God is good, and nothing to

be refused, if it be received with thanksgiving : for
*' it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer."

Whether therefore God supplies the good things of

life in the ordinary course of nature, or by a special

interposition of his almighty power, they are liberally

bestowed, they are the bounty of a Father, to be used,

to be enjoyed. When God placed our grand progeni-

tor in the terrestrial paradise, the parental grant was
large :

'* Of every tree of the garden thou mayest
freely eat- ;" but with one single reservation ;

" But of

the tree of the knowledge of good and evil thou shalt

not eat of it ; for in the day that thou eatest thereof

thou shalt surely die." We are still on the same foot-

ing, in a world which has indeed ceased to be a para-

dise, but which, nevertheless, is still abundantly stor-

ed with every thing necessary, convenient, and com-
fortable for man. The grant is still as liberal :

*' The
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good of the land is before you :" take, thou mayest
freely cat, freely drink. But, mark the reservation, still

indispensible as ever, eat, drink, in moderation, to the

support and refreshment of the body, not its depres-

sion and derangement. To a certain bound this is

cordial, salutary, nutritive: beyond, its nature changes,

it becomes a deadly poison. Satisfy thyself with

knowing its good, and venture not to make trial of

its evil. Did Jesus convert water into wine that he

might minister fuel to excess? The thought is impi-

ous. As well might a bountiful providence be charg-

ed with the gluttony, the drunkenness and all the other

sensual lusts in which men indulge themselves, be-

cause it " gives us rain from heaven and fruitful sea-

sons, filling our hearts with food and gladness.'' The
miracle of Cana of Galilee, as all those which our
Lord wrought, was a miracle of goodness ; it provid-

ed a supply of a necessary of life, to a family in mo-
derate circumstances, and which lasted them, I doubt
not, for many days : it was the repayment of a debt
of friendship and hospitality in a manner peculiar to

him -elf ; and it was a manifestation of his glory in the

eyes of his disciples, who had far other thoughts than

that of abasing their master's bounty ;
" they believed

on him."
4. We have said that this and all our Saviour's

other miracles w^ere miracles of goodness : We now
add, They were all disinterested. Here he gave proof
of sovereignty uncontroulable. It was exercised to

supply the temporal wants of a few, and to minister

to the everlasting consolation of myriads. But " Christ

pleased not himself." What might not his power have
commanded, of all that is exquisite on the earth, in

the air, through the paths of the sea ? But though an
hungred, he will not command stones to be made
bread for his own use ; if he miraculously multiply a

kw loaves and fishes, it is to feed a starving, fainting

multitude. If he makes the sea tributary, it is at one
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time to compensate the painful labor of poor men,
who had " toiled all night and taken nothing," at

another, to prevent oflbnce by paying his tribute mo-
ney. Fish broiled on a fire of coals, and a morsel of

bread, are the simple fare on which he and his disci-

ples dine, even " after that he was risen from the

dead." *' Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have

nests ; but the Son of man hath not wliere to lay his

head." " They that wear soft clothing are in kings'

houses;" His clothing was not worth dividing among
a few of the basest of mankind : His raiment, his

lodging, his fare \\^re all of a piece. And is the ser-

vant greater than his Lord ? To the poor the gospel is

preached, and to the poor the example is set, the ex-

ample of contentment with a low condition, of meek
submission to hardship, of superiority to the vanities

and luxuries of this world, of self-government and
self-denial. His modern disciples have been accused

of love of ease and indulgence, of fondness for dain-

ties and delicacies, of aiming at power and pre-emi-

nence. If the imputation be just, it is to be lament-

ed : and christians of every rank and denomination

are concerned, as I'ar as in them lies, to do it away.

If it be ill-founded, it must be borne, as part of the

reproach of Christ : and his disciple must bear in

mind that he is bound by the law and by the practice

of his divine master, not only to abstain from all evil,

but from all appearance of evil.
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A7id he rose out of the synagogue, and entered into SL
mon'^s house : and Simon^s wife^s mother was taken

with a great fetter i and they besought himjor her.

And he stood over her, and rebuked the fever ; and
it left her. And immediately she arose, and mi-
nistered unto them. Now, ivhen the sun tvas set-

ting, all they that had any sick zvith divers diseases

brought them unto him ; and he laid his hands on
every one oj them, and healed them. And devils

also came out of many, crying out, and saying,

thou art Christ, the Son of God. And he, rebuking
them, suffered them not to speak : for they knew that

he ivas Christ. And zvhen it zoas day he departed,

and went into a desert place ; and the people sought

him, and came unto him, and stayed him, that he

should not depart jrom them. And he said unto

them, I must preach the kingdom of God to other

cities also ; Jor therefore am I sent. And he preach-

ed in the synagogues ofGalilee. ...huKE iv. 38.. .4 1.

THE religion of the gospel is adapted to every pos-

sible condition of life, for it is adapted to the na-

ture of man, who, with the variation of a few cir-

cumstances, is the same universally, and in every

age. There is the difference of color and speech, the

difference of climate and soil, the difference of high

and low, of rich and poor ; but still it is man, with

all his excellencies and imperfections, with all his ca-

pability of degradation and of improvement, with all
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his propensities to evil and to good. Christianity

takes him up as he is, and undertakes to make him
what he ought to be. " Can the Ethiopian change
his color, or the leopard his spots ?" No, replies na-

ture, I gave that color, I painted those spots ; but I

cannot undo my oun work. He that is black must,
for me, continue black still, that which is spotted

must be spotted still. But the grace of the gospel

unfolds a mystery which it is beyond the reach of na-

ture to solve. It transforms that which was as scarlet

into the whiteness of snow, what was red like crimson
into the color of wool. " Can these dry bones live ?''

Yes, at the word, and by the spirit of the Lord. Mi-
racles like these the Spirit of Christ is exhibiting every

day. Do we not see : O that the spectacle were more
common ! Do we not see loftiness of station united

to lowliness of mind ; a hard lot to a contented spirit

;

the fulness of this world to the exceeding riches of the

grace of God ?

When the Son of God came for the salvation of a
lost world, " verily he took not on him the nature of
angels." But more wonderful still ! he united the di-

vine nature to the human, and thereby became at once
an object of supreme adoration, and a familiar instruc-

tor. What he said and did as the Lord, '* wise in

heart and mighty in strength," we must ever con-

template at an awful distance, admiring, venerating

what we cannot find out unto perfection, and which
we are still more incapable of imitating. But in what
he said and did as a man, we behold a pattern most
amiably simple, most powerfully impressive, most
consummately perfect. In vain do we look any where
else for that steadiness and uniformity of character

which alone can merit the distinction of being pro-

posed as an example. Whom else can we vvith

safety follow in every thing ? In the most perfect of

mere men, while there is much to respect and to

commend, there is ever a something to blame and*t6'
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regret; some fault of temper, some inconsiderateness

of expression, some inconsistency of conduct. But.

in our divine master all is estimable, uniform and con-

sistent. He presents one and the same character in

solitude and in society, in the synagogue and in do-

mestic retirement, at a marriage feast and before the

tribunal ; displaying a native dignity undebased by an

infusion of insolence, condescension pure from servil-

ity, fortitude without ferociousness, sensibility with-

out affectation, the sublimity of devotion with the per-

fect ease of friendship.

In the last lecture we attended this friend of man-
kind to the celebration of a marriage solemnity, and
beheld him partaking of the pure delights of friendly

and domestic intercourse, mingling with his kindred

and with the disciples whom he had chosen ; and while

he miraculously ministered to their wants, as the great

ruler and Lord of nature, we observe him, as bone of

their bone, and flesh of their flesh, sympathizing in

their joys, adopting their solicitudes, their wants and
expectations, and joining in their conversation. Thus
he tacitly and obliquely reproves that haughty reserve,

that unbending stateliness, that ungracious distance

from men which frequently attempts to pass for supe-

rior wisdom, sanctity and importance. We pretend

not to arrange the several events of our Lord's history

in the exact order of time. The evangelists display

them in an energetic simplicity far beyond the reach

of art. There is in the word of God, if it be lawful

to say so, a majestic irregularity that transcends the

controul of rule ; just as the surface of our globe,

with its mountains and valleys, its precipices and
plains, its rivers and oceans, defies the application of

the straight line and of the compasses ; and as the face

of the starry heavens presents to the eye a magnificent

assemblage of worlds scattered about by a hand that

rejects all measurement by any standard but his owq.
Science indeed has contrived artificial combinations
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and arrangements both of the heavenly bodies, and of
Scripture truths, but their native glory and magnitude
are not reducible to systems ofhuman invention. It may
be pleasant, and far from unprofitable, to ascertain

dates, to unravel the chain ; but it is surely of secon-
dary moment. The actions and events themselves,

and the evidence that they existed, are the great con-
cern of the christian v/orld ; but above ail, the practi-

cal influence of those great truths on the hearts, the

consciences, and the lives of men.
Precluded from opportunities of being eminently

useful at Nazareth, through the envy and unbelief of
his townsmen, Jesus withdraws from that city, not in

anger but in sorrow, though a most cruel, ungrateful

and atrocious attempt upon his life had been made by
its unworthy inhabitants ; and he proceeds to prose-

cute his labors of love at Capernaum, a city situated

on the sea of Galilee. From this place, it would ap-

pear, he was called to the adjacent town of Cana, to

the celebration of the marriage ; and that solemnity
being ended, he returns to Capernaum accompanied
by the disciples whom he had already chosen. Here
we find this Teacher sent from God still indefatigably

pursuing the great object of his mission, and still put-

ting respect on the word and ordinances of God. Be-
hold him devoting the day of sacred rest to useful

purposes ; employing the leisure and retirement from
temporal concerns which it afforded, in executing
the benevolent ofiice of instructing the ignorant and
guilty, in a way of life and salvation. We know,
from the general strain of his public ministrations,

and particularly from the portion of Scripture, which
he rehearsed and applied in the synagogue at Naza-
reth, that the things written concerning himself con*

stituted the great burden of his preaching : Scripture

the source, Christ Jesus the subject, the sabbath the

season, the synagogue the scene. *' Never man spake
like this man."
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But the services of an earthly sanctuary must close.

There is a season of retirement and repose as there is

of labor and exertion. Tlie duties of private friend-

ship, of domestic devotion, the rights of hospitality,

the care of the body, put in their several claims,

which must be answered. Christ accordingly "arose
out of the synagogue, and entered into Simon's

house." The accommodation of a poor fisherman's

hovel, on the shore of the lake of Gennessaret, could

not be very elegant. The fare provided by a hard-

working plebeian, doomed frequently to toil all night

long without taking any thing, could not be very lux-

urious or delicate. But when a man gives you the

shelter of his roof, however mean, and a place at his

board, however homely, he does all that a prince can

do ; and the diflerence is a paltry circumstance or

»tvvo, beneath the consideration of a rational being.

But the house of Peter was, at this time, not only

the abode of penury, but likewise the house of mourn-
ing, for " Simon's wife's mother was taken with a

great fever.'' The sabbath had not been to her a day

of rest,' but of agitation and pain ; and the distress of

a sick-bed might probably be aggravated by reflect-

ing on absence from the house of prayer, and from the

comforts of the public worship of God. The value

and importance of objects vary strangely, in our esti-

mation, as they are viewed through the medium of

health or sickness, of pain or ease. The illusion of

the world disappears, when the fever in the blood

forms in the distempered imagination, whirling orbs

of perturbation, and perplexity, and despair ; or when,
in cold blood, conscience darts an anxious look into

the world of spirits. Very different is the aspect of

the sabbath in the eye, and the hour, of thoughtless

dissipation, and when the son of dissipation is stretch-

ed on a bed of languishing. Then he " snuffed at it,

and said, Behold, what a weariness is it ? When will

tlie new moon be gone, that we may sell corn, and the

VOL. IV. 2 G
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sabbath, that we may set forth wheat ?" But how very
different are the reflections of " the days of darkness,"
of the *' months of vanity," of the " wearisome
nights," appointed, when the sleepless patient is con-
strained to cry out, " When shall I arise and the night

be gone." *' What fruit had I then in those things,

whereof I am now ashamed ? for the end of those

things is death."

The visit of Jesus to Peter's family had more than

one object in view. The friend of man retired to con-

verse with men, the master to instruct his disciples,

the poor to feed with the poor, the weary to repose

with the weary. The Son of God entered into the

house to manifest his glory, to display his power, to

exercise his benevolence in the miraculous relief of

distress. Thus amply does he repay every token of

affection bestowed on himself, or on one of the least*

of his brethren. Distress awakens sympathy. The
children of the family cannot think of sitting down to

eat bread, while the mother of it lay in extremity.

Filial tenderness had undoubtedly exerted itself to the

uttermost. The poor scrip of the Galilean had, per-

haps, been drained in purchasing medicine and cordial

for his afflicted mother-in-law : though this be none
of the least of the evils which attend poverty, to be-

hold the person v/hom we love perish for want of ad-

vice and medicine, for want of a cordial beyond the

reach of our means. As a last resource they lay her

case before Jesus :
" and they besought him for her.'*

Did he need to be importuned ? Was he difficult of

access '? Did his goodness flow reluctantly ? No, but

the intercourse between heaven and earth, between

the Creator and the creature is the confidence, the

prayer of distress iT>eeting the benignity, the unremit-

ting attention of the Father of mercies, who will be

sought unto, that he may shew himself gracious.
•' And he stood over her, and rebuked the fever,

and it left her." The miracle of turning water into
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wine was effected by a simple act of the will, without

either gesture or speech, and the evidence of it rested,

in part, on the testimony of the servants who had filled

the pots with water. Here we have both gesture and
speech, and the immediate and personal conviction of

all who were in the house. In nothing is the sove-

reignty of Deity more conspicuously displayed than iw

the manner of his acting. It is so unlike human con-

jecture, that the pride of man is apt to be offended that

Providence did not observe the mode which his saga-

city had prescribed. Naaman the Syrian had settled,

in his own mind, the whole process of the cure of his

own leprosy. '*Beholdy I thought, He will surely come
out to me, and stand, and call on the name of the

Lord, his God, and strike his han^l over the place,

and recover the leper." Not one iota of his conjec-

ture was realized. The prophet did not come out,

nor assume the supposed attitude, nor pronounce the

supposed invocation, but " sent a messenger unto him,
saying. Go and wash in Jordan seven times :" and
pride is hurrying him away in a rage, to think that the

rivers of Damascus sliould be preferred to the waters

of Israel. Thus while j^ophecy has been successively

fulfilling, the event so ill accorded with prevailing

opinion and expectation, that while the prediction was
admitted, the accomplishment, however coincident

*nd exact, has been rejected.

This divine sovereignty our blessed Lord exercises

ill performing all his mighty works. He ivilU water

into wine. Now he rebukes the disease, and now
speaks to the patient. He heals the feverous son of
the nobleman, at the distance of Cana from Caperna-
um, and the feverous mother of Simon's wife stand-

ing by her bedside. He anoints the blind man's eyes

with clay, and sends him to wash in the pool of Si-

loam ; he cries with a loud voice over the grave of
his departed friend, " Lazarus, come forth." Ail

dem.onstrates the underived and independent, as well
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as the almighty power of God, whose will is the sole

and the supreme law, as to the time, the manner and
the matter of the Mork.

There is a wonderful vivacity in the unaffected con-

ciseness and simplicity of the narration. He stood,

he spake, he prevailed. " He rebuked the fever."

Disease is here personified, as susceptible of repre-

hension, and of voluntary subjection to authority,
*' and it left her," as one who has encroached and
intruded, and who feels and acknowledges the power
of a superior repelling and casting him out.

The transitions of nature are gradual, slow, imper-

ceptible in their progress. AVhen the ocean is rous-

ed into fury by the raging wind, it continues in a

state of agitation long after the tempest has ceased

to roar ; but when Christ speaks the word, the effect

is instantaneous and complete. " He arose, and re-

buked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still.

And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm."
AVhen the fever has spent its force, and the crisis of

convalescence has taken place, it leaves the patient

feeble and languid, and it frequently requires a con-

siderable length of time to restore both the body and
the mind to the full exercise of their several functions ;

but when Jesus rebukes the fever, it not only in a

moment departs, but the suft'erer is at the same mo-
ment made perfectly whole :

" And immediately she

arose, and ministered unto tiiem." As in creation so

in Providence, He speaks and it is done, he gives

commandment and it stands fast. " He is the Rock,
his work is perfect."

The circumstance of her ministering to her physi-

cian and the faraiiv, is strikiii": and instructive, it

teaches us the proper use of prolonged life, of re-

btored faculties. They are to be devoted to the honor

of God, and to the service of our fellow creatures.

They were deeply affected by her danger, they looked

in anxious expectation to the return of her health, and
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they besought the Lord for it ; she employs that pre-

cious gift in contributing her best endeavors to pro-

mote their ease and comfort. What debt is so sacred

as that of gratitude ? and what benefactor has laid us

under so many and such unspeakable obligations as

He who gave us life, and who sustains it, as He who
died to redeem us? We have here a beautiful and
interesting view of human life. Every relation has

its corresponding sphere of duty. The happiness of

domestic society consists not in the interchange of

great benefits, on signal occasions, but in the hourly

reciprocation of the little offices of love, in kind looks,

in kind affections, in mutual forbearance and forgive-

ness, in the balm of sympathy whether we sorrow or

rejoice ; in a word, according to the apostolic injunc-

tion, in being, of the same mind one towards another.

The religion of the Gospel wears an aspect peculi-

arly favorable to families, The infancy and childhood

of Jesus Christ were passed in the bosom of his fami-

ly. His first public miracle was performed in put-

ting honor upon a family party, at Cana of Galilee,

He made one in the family of Simon, at Caper-
naum. The house of Lazarus and his sisters at

Betliany, he made his home, and there he cultivated

all the endearing charities of exalted friendship.

To find a home for his mother was his last earthly

care ; and, as the head of his own family, he pre-

sided at the Paschal solemnity, and instituted the

memorial of his dying love. Thus are domesiic
relations strengthened, sweetened, sanctified, ennr-
bled. A christian kingdom or state never exist-

ed. But a family C)f christians, al! of one heart and
of one soul, we trust, is not a rarity. And to chris-

tianize families is the direct road to the christianizing

ot nations. Li the contracted sphere of a family,

however numerous, every one knows every one ; eve-

ry one cares for every one. The master's influence is

felt and acknowledged by all. A common interest,
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both temporal and eternal, unites the individuals to

each other, and heaven descends to dwell with men
upon earth. So propitious is Christianity to the dear-

est and best interests of civil society.

The scene which we have been reviewing passed on
the evening of the sabbath. Nor could the sanctity of

the day be profaned by a work of mercy, or by the

pious and friendly intercourse of kindred spirits,

whose religion was seated in the heart, not chilled into

lifeless forms. But the superstitious observance of

the sabbath operated powerfully on the multitude.

Though prompted by natural affection to apply for re-

lief to their afflicted friends, they defer it till the going

down of the sun, that is till the sabbath was over ; for

they had yet to learn ".what this meaneth, I will have

mercy and not sacriBce ;" and " the Son of man is

Lord even of the Sabbath day ;" and " the sabbath

was made for man, and not man for the sabbath.'*
*' Now when the sun was setting, all they that had
any sick with divers diseases brought them unto him."
A sense of the weakness of those good people is lost

in respect for their humanity. They are not chidden

away from Peter's door as unseasonable intruders;

they are not referred to another day. It is the cry of

misery entering into the ear of mercy, and it cries not

in vain :
" and he laid his hands on every one of them,

and healed them." Here the mode of cure is the im-

position of hands. Even so, blessed Jesus, for so it

seemed good in thy sight. Let me be the subject of

thy miraculous grace, and convey thou the hewing
power through whatsoever channel thou wilt.

The service of the synagogue, in the morning of

the sabbath, had been disturbed by a wretched demo-
niac, who *' cried out with a loud voice, saying, let

us alone : what have we to do Vv ith thee, tliou Jesus of

Nazareth ? art thou come to destroy us ? I know thee

%vho tliou art ; theholy Oneof God." Jesus, by a word,

dispossessed the impure spirit, and restored the uii-
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happy man to himself, in the presence of the whole
assembl}^ who were justly filled with astonishment at

such a display of power and goodness. It is affect-

ing to think that this dreadful species of malady was
far from being uncommon at that period ; for we find

the fame of the morning's miracle spread abroad, and
it attracts to the place' were Jesus was, in the evening,

many persons in the same deplorable condition. One
of the depths of Satan, in these cases, was to pay af-

fected homage to Jesus of Nazareth, in the view of

infusing a suspicion that there might be a secret com-
bination and collusion between him and them, and of
thereby diminishing his dignity and authority in the

eyes of the people. To be praised by the wicked,

is offensive and dishonorable to the good ; and the ad-

versary is never more dangerous than when he " is

transformed into an angel of light." But when the

prince of this world came, he found nothing in Christ;

no weak part to attack, no foundation whereon to erect

his engines ; but wisdom ever prepared to meet cun-

ning, purity to resist every evil suggestion, and autho-

rity to silence the tempter whenever his encroachment
became too daring. He disdained the testimony of a
demon in his favor, and rejected the insidious praise

of an enemy. " And he, rebuking them, suffered

them not to speak : for they knew that he was Christ :'*

that is, he permitted them not to declare, though they

spake the truth, that they knew him to be the Christ,

Having thus fulfilled the pubHc duties of the sanc-

tuary, and the more private offices of friendship ;

having employed the greater part of the night in re-

ceiving and relieving the numerous objects who came,
or who were brought to him, he withdrew, toward
the dawning of the day, into a still closer retirement

;

and, for a season, shut the world entirely out. " And
when it was day he departed, and went into a desert

place." Sacred were those hours of solitude to hea-

venly meditation, to devotional intercourse with Him
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that sent Him, whose glory he ever sought, and whose
will it was his delight to execute. '* Ye shall leave

me alone ;" says he to his disciples, " and yet," adds
he, " I am not alone, because the Father is with me."
When some great arrangement is to be made toward
the establishment and extension of his kingdom, pre-

paration for it passes in solemil abstraction from all

sublunary things. Thus his own public ministry was
preceded by a forty days Iretreat into the wilderness."
" And it came to pass in those days," when he was
about to consecrate the twelve to the office of apostle-

ship, "that he went up into a mountain to pray, and
continued all night in prayer to God ;" thus also was
the glorious scene of his transfiguration introduced

;

and thus he exemplified the practice which he so pow-
erfully recommends to his disciples :

" But thou, when
thou, prayest, enter into thy closet, and, when thou
hast shut thy door, pray to thy father which is in se-

cret, and thy Father, Avhich seeth in secret, shall re-

ward thee openly.''

The admiring and delighted multitude trace him
into his place of retirement, and, sensible of the value

of such a visit, they entreat him to prolong it. Va-
rious motives might suggest this request. In some,
it might be the attraction of novelt}'', in others the

love of the truth : here the sense of gratitude for be-

nefits received, there the principle of curiosity gaping

after a farther display of wonders. In one it might be
the full conviction of an honest and enlightened mind,
^nd in another a malignant disposition to discover a

blemish. We know from the sequel, that the success

of our Lord's miracles and preaching at Capernaum,
was woefully similar to what it had been at Nazareth,

for this is the dismal account which he himself gives

of it, " And thou. Capernaum, which art exalted un-

to heaven, shalt be brought down to hell : for if the

mighty works which have been done in thee had been

done in Sodom it would have remained until this day.
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But I say unto you, That it shall be more tolerable for the

land of Sodom in the day of judgment than for thee."

Whatever were their motives for wishing his longer

continuance among them, they are for the present re-

sisted, and a reason is assigned. "I must preach the

kingdom of God to other cities also, for therefore am
I sent.'' Every word here is significant and powerful.
*' I must preach." What imposed the necessity?

The commission which he had undertaken to execute

;

his own sovereign will and pleasure ; his own unerring

understanding : his own unbounded benevolence ; the

extensive demands of perishing humanity. " I must
preach //?e kingdom of God :'''* its descent to earth,

its adaptation to the nature and condition of ignorant

and guilty men; its divine object, to raise fallen man
from earth, from hell, to heaven ; its present operation

and effect, '* righteousness, and peace, and joy in the

Holy Ghost;" its stability, " a kingdom that cannot
be moved;" the sovereign grace which confers it,

*' fear not little flock : for it is your Father's good
pleasure to give you the kingdom." Such was the

glorious subject of Christ's preaching; a subject, com-
pared to which the pursuits of avarice, of ambition,

and the pride of kings are less than nothing and vani-

ty : a subject that interests not Nazareth, and Caper-

naum, and the cities of Galilee only, where it was
first proclaimed, but the men, the cities, the nations

of all ages and generations. On such a narrow and
seemingly slender foundation, what a fabric has arisen ?
'* This is the Lord's doing, it is marvellous in our
eyes." Let the great object of Christ's mission di-

rect and controul our pursuit of every object. He was
sent to bring men under the dominion of the kingdom
of God ; and he has taught us when we pray to say :

*' Thy kingdom covne." If we enter into the spirit

of that petition, it will be our concern that the empire

of sin and Satan in our own hearts be completely sub-

VOL. IV. 2 H
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verted ; that peace on earth, and good will among men
be promoted ; that the kingdoms of this world, be-

come the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ,

and that he mny reign for ever and ever.

Let us review this portion of our blessed Lord's his-

tory, and reflect :

1. The duties of religion, then, and those of ordi-

nary life are intimately united and interwoven ; they

are perfectly consistent, and yield mutual support.

The service of the sanctuary must not be unnecessarily-

protracted, to the wearying of the flesh, and to be-

come an encroachment on the just, prudent or neces-

sary concerns of the family, and no domestic regards

must preclude works of charity and mercy, even to

strangers. On the other hand, no attenti( n to civil

and domestic affairs, except in cases of urgent neces-

sity, and no works of mercy mu t plead a dispensation

for the non-observance of the ordinance of God. Un-
der the governance of a well regulated spirit, daily

lawful employments become not only a reasonable but

a religious service, and the functions necessary to the

support of mere animal life, may be performed to the

glory of God. And neither the public offices of the

temple, nor family order and devotion must be allcdg-

ed as an exemption from the obligations of private and
personal religion. Indeed all must begin here. For
families are composed of individuals, and the churches

of Christ of families. To the perfect health of the

natural body, the soundness of every member is essen-

tial : a perfection, however, rarely to be found, and sel-

dom of long continuance. But the present feebleness,

imperfection and disorder of the particular members
of that body whereof Christ is the head, are relieved

by the prospect of " the perfecting of the saints, of

the edifying of the body of Christ," when " we all

come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge
of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the mea-
sure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.*'
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Q. Can the father of lies speak truth ? Yes, when it

promises to answer his purpose ; and truth itself par-

takes of the nature of a lie, when it is employed for

the purpose of deception. Do devils believe ? Yes,

to their sorrow^ ;
" they believe and tremble." Docs

Satan give a just testimony to the Son of God ? Yes,

in hope of bringing it into discredit. Let no one, then,

value himself on the mere truth and soundness of his

principles, on the exact orthodoxy of his faith. A
principle, however excellent, that remains inactive, is

of no value, like a mathematical proposition, demon-
strably certain, but applied to no use ; or a wholesome
stream frozen up and stagnating at the very source.
*' Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, I ord,

shall enter into the kingdom of heaven ; but he that

doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven."
*' This is the viotory that overcometh the world even

our faith : Who is he that overcometh the world, but

he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God."
3. Who has not known disease, and danger, and

manifold affliction ? And who has nv)t experienced fre-

quent and merciful deliverance ? The distress came
from an unseen hand, and so did the relief The
agent, the instrument was human, was sensible. Jt

was the skill of the physician, it was the power of me-
dicine, it was the sympathy of friendship. But who
taught the physician to comprehend my malady, and
to reach it ? Who gave virtue to the prescribed medi-

cine ? W.ho excited compassion in the bosom of my
friend ? He who rebuked the fever, and it fled ; he
who laid his hands on the sick, and they were made
whole ; he who tork the dead daughter of the ruler

of the synagogue by the hand, and said, ** Damsel
arise;" and "straightway she arose and walked."
Whether, therefore, health remain unimpaired, or be
restored, by natural or extraordinary means ; whether
deliverance came immediately from God, or be wrought
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thrpugh the instrumentality of second causes, the hand
of Deity is equally to be acknowledged ; and prolong-

ed life, and renewed strength are to be devoted to

Him who " giveth to all life and breath, and all things;

for in Him we live, and move, and have our being."
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And the Jexvs'* passover was at hand ; and Jesus went
lip to Jerusalemy and found in the temple those that

sold oxen, and sheep^ and doves, and the changers

of money, sitting : and ivhen he had made a scourge

of smalt cords, he drove them all out of the temple^

and the sheep, and the oxen ; and poured out the

changer''s money, and overthrew the tables ; and
said unto them that sold doves, take these things

hence j make not my Father''s house an house of
merchandize. And his disciples I'emembered that

it was written, the zeal of thine house hath eaten

me up. ...ionn xi. 13... 17-

BESIDES the usual, universal and fixed mea-
surements of time, all men have a particular and

personal standard of calculation and reference, namely,
certain incidents of their own lives, to themselves in-

expressibly momentous, however uninteresting to the

rest of mankind. Thus a mother, with much accu-

racy and distinctness, refers every other event, of

whatever map;nitude and importance, to the respective

dates of the birth of her children. The expiration of

his lijue, as it is called, that is of his clerkship, or

apprenticeship, forms an important epoch in the exis-

tence of a young man ; and the fate of princes, and

the revolutions of empire acquire in his eyes, a pecu-

liar consequence from their relation, in point of time,

to that errand revolution in his own little state. The
• • • r t '

consecration of prelates, and the inauguration of kuigs
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are, at once, public and private measures of duration.

Every act of the state is dated by the year of the so-

vereign's reign. But human life admits not of a re-

petition of those more distinguished periods. They
are remembered and referred to because they are rare.

Were every day to exhibit a state- trial, hardly any,

except the parties and their connections, would care

to attend it, or think of setting a mark upon it.

Tnere is one life, however, of which every hour is

an epoch, of v hich every act is decisive, of which
every event is highly and universally interesting, and
of wMiich every period is a " fulness of time." Of
this life each instant, each incident, every progressive

step, furnishes a theme for the tongues, for the pens
of thousands of thousands of men and angels, and,

when their stores are exhausted, it presents a subject

as new, as important, as unbounded as it was at the

beginning. The beloved disciple, having thrown his

mite of information into the public treasury, concludes
his gospel with declaring his belief, his deliberate con-

viction that the history of the life and actions ot his

divine master was a subject infinite and inexhaustible.
*' There are also many other things which Jesus did,

the \\ hich, if they should be written every one, I su} -

pose that even the world itself could not contain the

iDooks that should be written ;" meaning undoubredly,

that the things which Jesus said and did were so many,
so extraordinary, so significant, so efficient, as infinite-

ly to exceed human comprehension and belief. But
\vherefore should the expression of the evangelist be
considered as hyperbolical, when we are told that these

are the *' things which the angels desire to look into;'*

and when we reflect on the burthen of the eternal song
of the redeemed, in heaven, " I heard," says John,
•' the voice of many angels round about the throne,

and the living creatures, and the elders : and the num-
ber of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and
thousands of thousands : saying with a loud voice,



LECT. XVIII. JESUS CHRIST. 255

worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power,
and riches, and vvibdom, and stiength, and honor, and
glory, and blesbint^. And c\try creature which is in

heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and
such as are in the sea, and ail that are in them, heard
I saying, Blessing, and honor, and glory, and power,
be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the

Lamb forever and ever."

From the marriage in Cana of Galilee, Jesus again
" went down to Capernaum, he, and his mother, and
his brethren, and his disciples : and they continued
there not many days." How tho^iC days were employ-
ed we. have seen in the preceding lecture : in conduct-

ing the service of the synagogue, in cultivating the

charities of private life, in secret devotion, in healing

the sick, in casting out devils, in preaching the king-

dom of God. Having made a progress of teaching

and preaching over the cities and synagogues of Ga-
lilee, He now, for the first time since he assumed a

public character, went up to Jerusalem to celebrate

the feast of p^issover. Preserving the order of events

as accurately as an attentive comparison of evangelist

with evangelist enables us, we are now to contem-
plate an incident in our Lord's history marked with

very peculiar features, and presenting a new and
instructive opening into his character, namely, his

purgation of the temple from the impurities with which
it was profaned by an impious and infamous traffic.

From his earliest years the commanded solemnities

of that sacred place were punctually observed. What-
ever the law enjoined was to his infant state duly per-

formed. While under parental authority, particularly

when it led to the house and worship of God, he
respectfully submitted to it. In the maturity of age,

voluntary and cheerful obedience to the ordinances of

heaven distini;uished the great exemplar of decency
and order. Through the goodness of God, we are

delivered from all burdensome and costly attendance on
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the service of the temple. We are not called to wait

upon God with rams and calves of a year old. Our
husbandmen, manufacturers and merchants are not

summoned, under severe penalties, several times in

-the year, to join in the worship of the metropolitan

church, at a great expence of time and substance. Is

therefore the service of the christian sanctuary worth-

less and contemptible ? Do we therefore requite the

Lord of the sabbath with neglect and ingratitude ? Do
we therefore snuif at his bloodless sacrifices, and say,
*' Behold, what a weariness is it? and bring that which
is torn, and the lame, and the sick for an offering ^"

Dare christian parents set the example to their chil-

dren and dependants of irreligion and profanity, and,

because they are set free from a costly ceremonial, and
a superstitious observance of the sabbath, will they

claim and assume an exemption from the offices and
the spirit of piety, devotion and gratitude ? Liberated

from an intolerable yoke of iron, disdain they to wear
the honorable, the golden chains of love f

The Jewish ritual was at this period vilely profaned,

and was rapidly hastening to dissolution. But so long

as it is in force, our blessed Lord condescends to be
the pattern of attention and respect to it. And yet.

What a scene did the house of God then present

!

The forms of religion remained, but the power and
glory had departed. The letter of the law was still

held in affected veneration, but the spirit was com-
pletely evaporated. The sacrifices of the living and
true God were shamefully prostituted to gratify the

most sordid of human passions, godliness was per-

verted into a mere instrument of filthy lucre, and the

house of prayer was degraded into a den of thieves.

And such is the fearful progress of moral corruption.

Ferver gradually subsides into lukewarmness, and
lukewarmness into cold. Indifference soon becomes
mere formality, and formality is but a step from total

neglect. Neglect degenerates into hatred and aversion,
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and an unhallowed zeal at length attempts to destroy

what a zeal according to godliness once endeavored to

build up. What can be more opposite and unlike

than devout worshippers engaged in a holy contention

of gratitude, praise and love, striving who should

present the most acceptable sacrifice to the Father of

spirits: and carnal, worldly-minded formalists trying

to over-reach one another ; the one eager to purchase

the ox or the sheep for his oiFering at as cheap a rate

as possible, and the other to sell it at the highest price.

And the very court of the temple is made the open
-theatre of this abominable commerce.

Before thou liftest up thy hand, O man, to scourge
out those impious, sordid, profane Jews, pause, and
look into thine own heart. Is no unholy traffic going on f
there? Knowest thou not that thine own body is the

temple of the living God ? Whose altar, then, is rear-

ed up in that sacred edifice of God's own building;

and what incense smokes upon it '? Say is the nagie of

Mammon inscribed there ? Does sensuality there cele-

hxiA<t no nocturnal revels ? What, shall the palace of

the great King be transformed into " a cage of every

unclean and hateful bird!" Or, with the superstitious

Athenian, art thou ignorantly bowing down before an
*' unknown God ?" Thou regularly observest the hour,

and frequentest the house of prayer ; but is there no
table of '* the money-changer" lurking in some ob-

scure corner ? Didst thou leave the world at the door
-on coming in? Why wander these eyes abroad over
thy neighbor's garb and appearance? They ought to

be fixed on "thy Father who is in secret," and who
:" seeth in secret." Dost thou too '* offer the sacrifice

of fools?" Darest thou approach the altar of God,
conscious that thou art not yet reconciled to thy brea-

ther? The gift in thy hand is polluted; presume not

^o offer it. *' Leave it before the altar, and go thy

^vay ; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come
and offer thy gift."

VOL, IV. 2 I
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It was the court of the Gentile which this scandal-

ous trade thus shamefully profaned, by the buying and
selling of sheep, and oxen, and doves ; and by the

exchange of foreign for current coin, and of money
of a higher for that of a lower denomination. And
thus iK)t only was the worship of the great Jehovah
debased and perverted, but the minds of decent and
devout strangers, who ** had come to Jerusalem for to

worship," must have been grievously shocked and
scandalized, to the utter extinction of every serious

and devotional impression. This it was which excited

a holy and just indignation in the Son of God ; in be-

holding the temple violated, the sacrifices of God de-

filed, and a stumbling block laid in the way of prose-

lytes, by men invested with a sacred character.
" And when he had made a scourge of small cords,

he drove the all out of them temple, and the sheep,

and the oxen ; and poured out the changers' money,
and overthrew the tables ; and said unto them that

sold^oves, Take these things hence ; make not my
Father's, house an house of merchandize." T^^is

discloses a new and singular exhibition of our bless-

ed Lord's spirit and temper. No personal injury or

insult(COuld provoke one expression of resentment.

He " gave his back to the smiters, and his cheeks to

tfiem that plucked oft' the hair : he hid not his face

from shame and spitting: '' you have heard of the meek-
ness of Moses, and of tlie patience of Job. But
what are they to the patience, meekness and gen-

tleness of Christ ? Nevertheless these gracious qua-

lities have a boundary. There are occasions where
the exercise of them would cease to be virtue,

and where a man would " do well to be angry." Wan-
ton, deliberate profanation of the name, the day, the

house of the Lord, is one of those occasions which

justify severity. A commanding dignity, an irresita-

ble glory must have occasionally beamed from the per-

son of our Lord, which overawed and intimidated the
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beholder. How Is it possible otherwise to account for

the quiet submission of those men to corporeal chastise-

ment. They were many in number; they had a com-
mon^interest to bind them to each other ; they were
in hitherto unquestioned possession of the ground

;

their property was concerned ; they had the conni-

vance at least, if not the permission of the higher pow-^

ers. He was alone, unknown, unconnected, unsup-

ported. But they cannot stand the lightning of his

eye, his voice strikes horror into their guilty consci-

ences. They presume not to reason or to resist,

but tamely give up their gainful traffic abashed and

confounded. Thus the multitud^e that came with Ju-

das to take Jesus, though furnished " with lanterns,

and torches, and weapons," were so overwhelmed by
the majesty of his appearance, that " as soon as he had
said unto them, / am he, they went backward and fell

to the ground." And if such were the glory with

which he sometimes invested himself, in his state of

humiliation, what must be the glory of his second

coming "with clouds," when "every eye shall see

him, and they also which pierced him?"
What a severe reproof was this action of our Lord,

of the carelessness and indifference of the high-priest,

and of the other ministers of religion ? To them it be-

longed to guard the sanctity of the temple and of its

worship. The dignity of their own station and cha-

racter suffered, when the house of God was violated.

Is it doing them injustice to suspect that they partook

of the profits of this illicit trade ? If this suspicion be
well founded, the grossest enormity is immediately ac-

counted for. When the love of money has once taken

possession of the heart, no tie of religion and morality

is binding. Conscience, sense of honor, sense of de-

cency, sense of duty, all, all is sacrificed at the shrine of
this insatiate demon, which never says " it is enough."
At those seasons the demand for cattle to be offered in

sacrifice must have been very great. Josephus, in his
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Wars of the Jews, informs us, that no less than two
hundred and fifty -six thousand and five hundred vic-

tims were presented at one passovcr. A small share

of the gains upon such aa extensive consumption,
must therefore have amounted to a very large sum.
What a confederacy, then, had the zeal and intrepidity

*cf Christ to encounter! a whole host of inhuman, un-

feeling dealers in flesh, actuated by the basest and
most unrelenting of human passions, and leagued witha
time-serving priesthood who put every thing up to sale.

We have before us a striking and encouraging in-

stance of the power and influence of one person of in-

flexible integrity, 'iy\ a corrupted state of society. He
may singly and successfully oppose a torrent of ini-

quity. Vice is timid when directly attacked. " The
wicked flee," saith the wise man, " when no one pur-

sueth, but the righteous are bold as a lion." Irre-

sistible is the force of truth and conscience. " Is not

my word like as fire? saith the Lord ; and like a ham-
mer that breaketh the rock in pieces?" " The word
of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any

two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asun-

der of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrov/,

and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the

heart." This is the weapon which our Master wield-

ed, together with the " scourge of small cords.''

Smitten at once in their persons and in their conscien-

ces, they retreat with shame from the field, acknow-
ledging, feeling the superiority of real goodness.

Thus then learn, O man, to arm thyself, and say,
" the Lord God will help me; therefore shall I not

be confounded : therefore have 1 set niy face like a

flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed." From
the inexhaustible store of Scripture draw thy resour-

ces for the warfare, and thou shalt find thyself invinci-

ble. What has he to fear, who is conscious of the

goodness of his cause, who employs "the sword of

the spirit, wliich is the word of God,'' and who goes
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forth conquering and to conquer in full confidence of

divine conduct and support.

It is evident from the censure pronounced upon the

violators of the temple, that their trade was every way
unlawful. This transaction is recorded by all the four

evangelists with little if any variation. And by com-
paring them together we shall find, that the abuse ex.

posed and condemned was a horrid mixture of impi*

ety and dishonesty, of contempt of God, and robbery

of man. Not only was " the house of prayer for ail

nations" abominably polluted by what fell from the

flocks and herds for sacrifice, but it was literally per-

verted into *' a den of thieves," who had entered into

a wicked combination to prey upon the public, by en^

hancing the price of an article which was at once a ne^.

cessary of life and of religion. These two enormities,

however, generally go hand in hand. If there is no
fear af God before a man's eyes, his neighbor has but

a slender hold upon either his veracity or integrity,

when the falsehood may be uttered, or the fraud comi.

mitted without danger of detection. And, on the

other hand, he who deliberately practises deceit upon
*' his brother whom he had seen," cannot have a very

high degree of reverence for *' God whom he hath ncrt

seen."

While we contemplate with shame and sorrow the

corruptions which disgraced the Jewish church, is n
possible to refrain from lamenting the equally deplora-

ble corruptions which have "disfigured the hallowed

form of Christianity ? Did not all history attest the

truth of it, who would believe that there was a long

period, not yet quite expired in some parts of Chris-

tendom, and that there was a succession of priests,

called christians, who presumed, for a piece of mone}',

to grant a man indulgence to commit every species of

wickedness, which his corrupt he^Tt might suggest,

and for any given period, with complete impunity ?

Who could believe that this priest, in consideration
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of something cast into his treasury, would take upon
him to issue a pardon of the most attrocious offences,

and thereby screen the vilest of offenders from punish-

ment ; nay, confer the power of pardoning on stone

walls and lifeless altars? The murderer who smote
his brother to death in the open street, in broad

day, had but to step into the next church, and it

Stood always open on purpose, to be protected from
the vengeance of the law. Who could believe that

a present or bequest to the church was considered

as a full compensation for all the crimes of a life

of violence, and rapine, and blood, and as a fair

passport to the kingdom of heaven ? That such

things should ever have existed is most wonderful;

that they should have maintained their ground over

all Europe for many centuries together is most won-
derful. But the scandalous usurpation is hastening

to a close. And with the downfall of popery, may
every remaining error in the doctrine, discipline

and practice of the churches of the reformation finally

terminate.

The disciples of ojnr Lord possessed one great

preparatory qualification for the exercise of their fu-

ture ministry, acquaintance with the Scriptures of

the Old Testament. Struck with this display of

their master's zeal for the honor of God, and for

the purity of temple worship, they call to remem-
brance a text from the psalms of David, which ap-

peared to them a prefiguration of what had just

passed. "And his disciples remembered that it

was written, The zeal of thine house hath eaten me
up." We pretend not to affirm that the words of

the psalmist amount to a prediction of what Christ

felt, and said, i\nd did upon this occasion. David
unquestionably uttered his own feelings, though there

was as yet no temple at Jerusalem dedicated to the most
High,, God. But the expression amounts to this

:

Whatever affects the character and worship of Deity,
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I make my personal concern. *' The zeal of thine

house hath eaten me up :" ardent regard for the honor

of thy sanctuary, like a secret ilame pent up in my
breast, must either have vent or consume me : and
the sequel is in the same spirit, " and the reproaches

of them that reproached thee are fallen upon me.'*

But though we may not have here a direct prophecy

of a future event, we have a powerful assimilation be-

tween two most eminent personages, at very distant

periods, breathing one, and the same spirit, aiming

at one and the same end ; and this similitude partakes

of the nature of prophecy. And the whole leads us

to this conclusion, that there may be predictions, re-

semblances, analogies in Scripture, hitherto conceal-

ed even from the wise and prudent, to be hereafter

unfolded, or perhaps reserved for the instruction and
delight of the kingdom of heaven, when there shall

be in Scripture nothing obscure, or hard to be under-

stood. AVhat a motive is this, now to listen to the

command of Christ. " Search the Scriptures ; for in

them ye think ye have eternal life : and they are they

which testify of me."
In this passage of our Lord's history, as in all Scrip-

ture, we have many things " profitable for doctrine,

for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righte-

ousness."

1. We have a humiliating view of the treachery and
deceitfulness of the human heart. The very persons

who considered it as a crime to " eat bread with un-

washen hands," could quietly digest the profanation

of the temple and of the worship of God. Such self-

delusion do men practise every day. They treat their

own infirmities as some mothers do very homely, way-
ward, or even defprmed children, who not only shew
them all possible indulgence themselves, but are of-

fended if others adopt not their fondness and partiality.

At the same time, the slightest blemish in the character

of. another is quickly seen and severely censured. The
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deception is frequently carried much farther. A man
shall actually discern and rigidly condemn in his neigh-

bor, the very fault to which he himself is notoriously

addicted. The proud person can endure no one's pride

but his own ; the passionate stand astonished at the

tvansports of those who are hasty like themselves
;

and who are so severe upon hypocricy, as the hypo-

critical? Every lesson taught by the great Teacher
has a foundation in human corruption, and has a ten-

dency to correct it, and this is an important one

:

' Judge not, that ye be not judged. For with what
judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged : and with

what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you
again. And why beholdest thou the mote that is in

thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that is

in thine own eye ? Or how wilt thou say to thy bro-

ther. Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye ; and,

behold, a beam is in thine own eye ? Thou hypocrite,

first cast out the beam out of thine own eye ; and then

shalt thou see clearly to cast but the mote out of thy

brother's eye." To which I subjoin the prayer of the

psalmist :
" Search me, O God, and know my heart

;

try me, and know my thoughts ; and see if there be

any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way ever-

lasting."

2. If such were the dignity which the Son of God
assumed, and the authority which he exercised, while

he tabernacled with men upon earth, attended by a

few simple Galileans, is it not a matter of very serious

concern to meditate on the majesty and importance of

his coming to judge the quick and the dead ? If his

presence was thus awful and tremendous when armed
with only " a scourge of small cords," what must it

be, when " the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from hea-

ven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking

vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey
not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ : who shall

•ie punished with everlasting destruction from the
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presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power."

In this judgment to come we are all equally interest-

ed, and we are furnished with a present rule of judg-

ment in the decisions of conscience and the dictates

of the word of God. Happy is that man who under-

stands, believes and improves the testimony of those

faithful and true witnesses ; who, knowing the ter-

rors of the Lord, is persuaded to flee from the wrath

to come, and to lay hold on eternal life. " He that

believeth on him is not condemned : but he that believ-

eth not is condemned already ; because he hath not

believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.
And this is the condemnation, that light is come into

the world, and men loved darkness rather than light,

because their deeds were evil. For every one that

doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light,

lest his deeds should be reproved. But he that doeth

truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made
manifest that they are wrought in God." These last

words open a brighter prospect and disclose to us
" the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven,

with power and great glory, and sending his angels

with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather

together his elect from the four winds, from one end of

heaven to the other." Then shall he be "glorified

in his saints, and admired in all them that believe."

Thus are good and evil, death and life, the blessing

and the curse set before us. Thus all that is terrible

in justice, armed with almighty power, addresses it-

self to our fear, and all that is amiable and alluring in

unbounded goodness and love, expands to our hope,
*' an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that

fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, who are

kept by the power of God, through faith, unto salva-

tion, ready to be revealed in the last time." May we
this day know him as a Saviour whom we must in that

day meet as a judge. May we have wisdom to com*
VOL. IV. 2 K
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ply with the counsel of him, as a friend, whom it is

certain and utter ruin to encounter as an adversary,
" Behold, now is the accepted time : behold, nov/ is

the day of salvation."

3. Take care, frail, ignorant, erring man, how
thou proposest to thyself the purifier of the temple as

a pattern of zeal. " It is good," saith the apostle,
*' to be zealously aifccted always in a good thing ; but

unless zeal be directed by prudence and knowledge,
it may produce incredible, mischief. There is a zeal

about trifles, which diverts the mind from objects of

serious importance. Battles have been fought, and
volumes written to determine the posture in which
the sacrament out to be received, and the habit to be
worn by the priest in reading the service of the church.

While contention about such non-essentials waxed hot,

the spirit of piety and prayer grew cold. There is a

zeal which is the offspring of prejudice and habit.

It actuated Saul of Tarsus, when " he made havock

of the church, entering into every house, and haling

men and women, committed them to prison;" and
while he ^' yet breathed out threatenings and slaughter

against the disciples of the Lord:" and when, speak-

ing of himself, he says :
" I verily thought with my-

self, that I ought to do many things contrary to the

name of Jesus of Nazareth. Which thing 1 also did

in Jerusalem : and many of the saints did 1 shut up in

prison, having received authority from the chief

priests ; and when they were put to death, I gave my
voice against them. And I punished them oft in every

synagogue, and compelled them to blaspheme ; and
being exceedingly mad against them, I persecuted

them even unto strange cities." There is a vain-

glorious, ostentatious zeal, which cannot bear to pass

unobserved, which must be fed with public attention

and admiration. Such is that which inspired Jehu,

when he exultingiy challenged applause :
" Come with

me and see my zeal for the Lord." There is a ma-
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lignant, intollerant zeal, which pities not, spares not.

Even the disciples James and John were under its in-

fluence, when a village of the Samaritans refused to

receive their master, '* Lord," say they, " wilt thou

that we command fire to come down from heaven,

and consume them,, even as Elias did?" and it re-

ceived a just and severe reprehension from the mouth
of Christ :

" He turned, and rebuked them, and said,

Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of. For
the son of man is not come to destroy meu's lives,

but to save them." The disciples themselves became
the victims of this fiery, exterminating zeal,, as Christ

predicted concerning them. " They shall put you out

of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that who-
soever killeth you will think that he doeth God ser-

vice." Thus the hard measure which they would
have meted to others^ was measured out unto them-
selves. But there is a zeal, as well as a doctrine,
" which is according to godliness :'' a pure and lam-

bent flame of love to God, which admits of no mix-
ture of human passsion, which views tvtry object

through the medium of Deity, and aims but at one

end, that God may be glorified.^ This excellent spirit

will never think of doing God service, by shewing
uiikindness or cruelty to man. But it is so rare and
so easily counterfeited, that even its emotions are to

be regai'ded with a jealous eye, for there is no small

danger of a man's mistaking the ebullitions of his

own mind, for the impulse of God's spirit, especially

in cases where guilt is to be condemned and vengeance

executed. David made a wise and a happy choice,

when constrained to submit to one of three great evils.

" I am in a great strait ;'' said he, " Let us fall now
into the hand of the Lord, (for his mercies are great)

and let me not fall into the hand of man." I like not

to see the scourge, the sword, the torch voluntarily

assumed by one of like passions with myself. Jn vehe-

ment attempts to reform abuse, I should tremble to
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think of their degenerating into a rage to destroy.

The tremendous attribute of vengeance, God will con-

fide to no hands but his own, but he permits man to

carry the imitation of divine mercy as far as he can.

"Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give

place unto wrath : for it is written, vengeance is mine;

I will repay, saith the Lord. Therefore, if thine ene-

my hunger, feed him ; If he thirst give him drink :

for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his

head. Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil

with good."

4. Mark the power of conscience, and learn to se-

cure its testimony in your favor. What made cow-
ards of those gross and brutal men ? An ill conscience.

What chased away a multitude before one man ? An
ill conscience. \Vhat overawed a rapacious priesthood

and a licentious populace ? An ill conscience. Con-
science drove our guilty progenitors to seek conceal-

ment " from the presence of the Lord God, amongst
the trees of the garden." Conscience sent out mur-
derous Cain " a fugitive and a vagabond in the earth,"

under the dire apprehension that every one who found
him would slay him. It is conscience that dictates

the unavailing cry to despairing wretches, who in bit-

terness exclaim " to the mountains and rocks, fall on
us, and hide us from the face of him that sittcth on
the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb : for the

great day of his wrath is come : and who shall be able

to stand ?" But v, hat, in opposition to this, is the

source of a christian's composure and satisfaction ?

" Our rejoicing is tjiis, the testimony of our consci-

ence, that in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with

fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God, we have had

our conversation in the world." Herein consisted the

triumph of the apostle over the fear of the Roman go-

vernor, and over the oratory of Tertullus ; "Herein
do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience void

ef offence toward God and toward men." And this
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constitutes the triumph and the security of everj'- be-

liever in Christ Jesus :
" Being justified by faith, we

have peace with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ

:

by whom also we have access by faith into this grace

wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of

God. And not only so, but we glory in tribulations

also : knowing that tribulation worketh patience ; and
patience, experience ; and experience, hope : and

hope maketh not ashamed ; because the love ^f God
is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost, which

is given unto us."

Though the buyers and sellers were abashed and put

to flight, some of the consequential cavillers, who are

to be found in every age, and in every society, main-

tain the ground, and call for the commission under
which Jesus acted. " Then answered the Jews, and
said unto him, what sign shewest thou unto us, see-

ing that thou doest these things ?" This furnished him
with a fair occasion of bringing forward the peculiar and
distinguishing doctrine of his religion, the resurrec-

tion of the body, which was soon to be exemplified in

his own resurrection from the dead, as "the first fruits

of them that sleep.'' This will accordingly constitute

the subject of the next lecture. "Blessed and holy

is he that hath jiart in the first resurrection, on such the

the second death hath no power; but they shall be

priests of God and of Christ :"
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Then answered the JewSj a?id said unto him^ ivhat

sign shelvest thou unto us, seeing that thou doest

these things? Jesus answered and said unto them,

destroy this temple, and in three days I ivilL raise

it up. Then said the Jews, forty and six years zvas

this temple in building, and zvilt thou rear it up in

three days P but he spake of the temple of his body.

When, therefore, he was risen from the dead, his

disciples remembered that he had said this unto

them ; and they believed the Scripture, and the

word which Jesus had said. Now, when he zvas

iri Jerusalem at the passover, in the Jeast-day,
many believed in his name, zvhen they saw the

miracles zvhich he did. But Jesus did not commit
himself unto them, because he kneiv all men : and
needed not that any should testify' of man : For he

knew zvhat zvas in man.,..lo\i^ xi. 18. ..25.

THE actions and events of Christ's life are the

basis oil which the truth and importance of his

doctrine rest, and the solidity of the foundation must
be estimated from the structure which it supports.

The foundation of a building lies bnrjed under ground,

and cannot be examined by the eye ; but when we
behold a stately, lofty and venerable pile, which has

withstood the attack of ages, and which still pre-

sents undiminished beauty and strength, we justly

reason from what we do see to what we do not;

and we feel ourselves constrained ro applaud the

excellency of the design, from the perfectness and
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durability of the execution. " Behold," saith the

Lord God, by the mouth of the prophet Isaiah, more
than seven centuries before the fabric began to appear,
^' behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation, a stone, a tried

stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation : he

that bclieveth shall not make haste. Judgment also

will I lay to the line, and righteousness to the plum-

met." Here is the design of the sovereign architect,

notsleepinglike many a beautifulhuman plan inthe port-

folio of the artist, never to be realized, but quick
with the spirit of life, already executed ** in the pur-

pose of him who worketh all things after the counsel

of his own will," and to arise, in due time, the won-
der of angels and of men. This building of God at

length began to appear and to ascend. But it accord-

ed not with human ideas of grandeur and magnificence.

The very depositaries of the original design, were the

first to resist the completion of it, because it justified

not their prejudices and prepossessions. Their oppo-
sition, however, served only more illustriously to dis-

play the manifold wisdom and goodness of God, and
to expose the weakness and folly of man. Had the

edifice been man's devising and rearing, it could not

have stood " the washing of a tide," for the " foolish

man built his house upon the sand : and the rain de-

sended, and the floods came, and the winds blew,

and beat upon that house ; and it fell : and great was
the fall of it." But infinite wisdom founded the fabric

of Christianity upon a rock. The rains havedescended,
the floods have come, the winds have blown and beat-

en upon this house, but it has not fallen ; for it is

founded upon a rock.

In the gospel history we behold the ground floor or

platform of the christian religion. It principally con-

sists in a narration of plain, unadorned facts, well au-

thenticated, indeed, but recommended by no artificial

polish, and deriving all their importance and effect

from their own native truth and excellence, serving,
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nevertheless, as a solid support to the precepts, the

promises, the predictions, the doctrines, the consola-

tions of our most holy faith. Take, for instance, the

event which our blessed Lord, in the passage which'

has now been read, foretold concerning himself, name-

ly, that the temple of his body should be destroyed,

and in three days raised up again. Now when this

event actually did take place, Jiot only was the vera-

city of Jesus, as a prophet, completely established,

but a foundation was laid of sufficient strength to sus-

tain the whole weight of the christian's hope, of a re-

surrection to life and immortality. We shall, there-

fore, first consider this all-important doctrine, in the

history which is the foundation of it, and then in the

superstructure reared.

In purifying the temple from the abominations prac-

tised in it, Jesus had undoubtedly assumed the autho-

rity of one invested in the office of magistracy, or

with the character of a prophet. That he was no ma-
gistrate all men knew, and he never pretended to it.

To have acted in this capacity might have been con-

sidered as usurpation. As a prophet, then, and only

as a prophet, could he appear in the character of a

public reformer. But it is requisite that a prophet

should produce his credentials. This suggested the

demand :
" What sign shewest thou unto us, seeing

that thou doest these things ?" which plainly implied,

that one acting under a commission from heaven, was
obliged to support his claim by a sign from heaven.

But is there need to produce supernatural testimony to

aright to reform known, public, flagrant abuse? Did
not their own history furnish a noted instance of a

private person's assuming the sword of justice, and
acting at once as judge and executioner, in the case

of open and gross violation of the divine law ; that of

Phinehas, who was but the grandson of Aaron the

priest ? He not only became liable to no censure, but

obtained a deathless name, and an honorable office for
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his seasonable interposition. '* Then stood up Phi-

nehas, and executed judgment : and so the plague was
stayed. And that was counted unto him for righte-

ousness unto all generations for evermore." Did not

the sign, in the present instance, appear in the act ?

Did not the great reformer authenticate his powers by
the manner in which he exercised them, and by the

effect which they produced? Did the guilty resist ?

Did they call in question his authority? Did they drag

him, in their turn, to the tribunal ? No, they feel his

ascendant and shrink from his rebuke. Who, then,

call for a sign ? Not the offenders ; they had received

sufficient evidence : not the populace, for they must
have been equally overawed and confounded. The
rulers of the Jews hearing of this singular transaction,

some of them, perhaps, being on the spot, and eye«

witnesses of what had passed, jealous of their honor,

and considering their prerogative as invaded ; they,

as men having authority demanded a sign. From
their general character, and from the inefficacy of this

and other signs afterwards given, we know from what
motive the present demand was made ; not in the spi-

rit of meekness, not from the love of truth, not to

obtain conviction ; but in the hope of finding occa-

sion to censure, or of putting the assumed authority

of Christ to a test which it could not stand.

A sign is given them, and a most remarkable one it

is.
*' Jesus answered and said unto them^, destroy this

temple, and in three days I will raise it up." AVhat-

ever construction the Jews might put on these words,
what Jesus intended to convey is obvious, and it was
in every point justified by the corresponding event.

He who is simplicity and truth itself could have no
design to mislead. The action and emphasis with
which he spake, clearly pointed out the object. The
general attention had just been directed to a temple
made with hands, a temple wickedly profaned by an

VOL. IV. 2 L
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abominable traffic, which was connived at by its pro-

fessed conservators, and whose honor had been so

nobly vindicated by a stranger. That stranger had
already attracted general notice, by the singularity of

his speech and deportment ; every eye was fixed upon
him, his every attitude and gesture were observed,

and these plainly indicated that the temple to be de-

stroyed, and raised up in three days, could not be

the venerable pile in the court of which this conversa-

tion passed. When he afterwards foretold the ap-

proaching destruction of that temple, he expressed

himself in terms not liable to misapprehension. " As
he went out of the temple, one of his disciples saith

unto him, Master, see what manner of stones and
what buildings are here ! And Jesus answering said

unto him, Seest thou these great buildings ? there

shall not be left one stone upon another, that shall

not be thrown down." Now he points to an edifice

infinitely more sacred. From both the first and se-

cond houses built on mount Zion the glory had long

since departed. The sensible tokens of the divine

presence were withdrawn. The holy oracle was no
longer consulted by Urim and Thummim. But in

Him, who was the only glory of the second house,
** dwelled all the fulness of the godhead bodily," and
the destruction of this temple he thus predicts as a
sign not to the men of that generation only, but to all

ages, even to the end of the world. From the very
nature of prophecy, a veil must be drawn between
the prediction and the event.

*

' Hope that is seen is

not hope," and " faith is the substance of things

hoped for, the evidence of things not seen." Christ

indulges not those unbelievers with an immediate dis-

play of his miraculous power, in support of his pre-

tensions to the character of a prophet, which they
could easily have explained away, or misinterpreted ;

but he refers them to a sign shortly to be exhibited,,

which should be, at once, the exact accomplishment of
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a well known prediction, and the greatest miracle that

can possibl}' exist. That the misconception of the

Jews was perverse and affected is evident from this, that

when they had actually fulfilled the part of the predic-

tion which depended on themselves, by destroying that

sacred temple, we find them laboring under the most
dreadful apprehension that Jesus would accomplish the

other part, which depended on him, and they employ
every precaution, which terror could suggest, to pre-

vent and defeat it. *' The chief priests and pharisees

came together unto Pilate, saying. Sir, we remem-
ber that that deceiver said, while he was yet alive,

After three days I will rise again. Command, there-

fore, that the sepulchre be made sure until the third

day, lest his disciples come by night and steal him
away, and say unto the people. He is risen from the

dead : so the last error shall be worse than the first."

And when the astonished watch came into the cit}^

and made report to their employers, of " all the things

that were done,'' did it produce conviction? No, it

only filled them with mortification, and kindled rage.
*' The chief priests, when they were assembled with

the elders, and had taken counsel, they gave large mo-
ney unto the soldiers, saying, say ye. His disciples

came by night, and stole him away while we slept.

And if this come to the governor's ears, we wWl per-

suade him, and secure you." To what purpose, then,

ask for a sign ? They resist and reject the most illus-

trious, which, with reverence be it spoken, God him-
self could give, thereby approving the truth of what
Jesus on another occasion said, " If they hear not

Moses and -the prophets, neither will they be per-

suaded, though one rose from the dead."
" Destroy this temple." Let it be observed, that

this is simply a prediction or supposition, and not a

precept, equivalent to, ye zvill destroy this temple, or,

though ye should destroy this temple. It is a mode
of expression that freqiteatly occurs in Scripture.
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Thus ill the Old Testament, Joseph says to his bre-

thren "this do, and live," that is, do this, and ye
shall live. Thus God speaks to Moses. " Get thee

up into this mountain, and die in the mount whither

thou goest up, and be gathered unto thy people," mean-
ing evidently, thou shalt die in the mount, 2iX\di shall

be gathered unto thy people. Thus, Isaiah viii. 10.
*' Take counsel together, and it shall eome to nought

;

speak the word, and it shall not stand :" that is, though

ye take counsel together, and though ye speak the

word. And in theNew Testament, the word of Christ

to Judas, "that thou dost, do quickly,'' cannot be
considered as a command to accomplish his plan of

treachery, but merely as an intimation that he was
seen through, and that under the impulse of a diabo-

lical spirit, he was hurrying on to commit thatdeadful

enormity. Thus Paul exhorts, " Be angry and sin

not ; surely not as if he meant to encourage violent

transports of wrath, but in the event of a man's giv-

ing way to a fit of passion, the apostle means to guard
him against excessive indulgence in it, by restricting

its duration to the going down of the sun. This early

notice did Jesus give, not to his disciples only, but to

all who came to worship in the temple, " of his de-

cease which he should accomplish at Jerusalem ;" that

it should be efi'ected by the hand of violence ; not by
decay, but by destruction, and that his own country-

2nen should be the perpetrators of it. This declara-

tion was frequently repeated, and became plainer and
plainer, till the fact justified every particular of the

prediction.
" This temple. Our blessed Lord in this place and

elsewhere denominates his body a temple, as declara-

tory of his superiority to the louy pile on Mount Zion,
even in its greatvjst giory, much more in its then de-

graded, defiled state. " I say unto you," addressing

himself to pharisees, " that in this place is one greater

ihan the temple," because Deity resided continually
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and inseparably in him, as the Jews believed he did

in that which was built by Solomon, in answer to that

petition ; " O Lord my God, hearken unto the cry

and to the prayer which thy servant prayeth before thee

to-day : that thine eyes may be opened toward this

house, night and day, even toward the place of which
thou hast said. My name shall be there :" according

as it was foretold by Moses near five centuries before :

*' Then there shall be a place which the Lord your
God shall choose to cause his name to dwell there."

Josephus informs us that not only did the answer to

Solomon's prayer imply a real and sensible residence

of Deity, but that it was the universal belief of the

Jews and of the strangers who visited Jerusalem, that

there was an ingress of God into the temple, and
a habitation in it ; and, in another place that God des-

cended and pitched his tabernacle there. The Jews
themselves, however, admitted, that whatever glory

these expressions might signify was »ow departed. To
restore that glory, and to bestow it on the second tem-

ple in more abundant measure than the first ever pos-

sessed was the end of Christ's mission ; and in him
was the prediction fulfilled ;

" The glory of this latter

house shall be greater than of the former, saith the

Lord of Hosts." He was that oracle by whose answers

all light and truth were emitted ; the true Schechinah
who had the spirit without measure : he was anointed

with the " oil of gladness above his fellows," and
thus in all respects greater than the temple. Tluit

temple, says he, which you have defiled I have cleans-

ed : and this temple of my body, which you are go-
ing to destroy, I will raise up again.

When this prediction was verified by the matter of
fact, that fact became the foundation of one of the dis-

tinguibhing doctrines of the gospel, the resurrection

of the dead. Jesus early taught and frequently re-

peated it, that it might be clearly understood and care-

fully remembered. The impostor is at pains to con-
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ceal his purpose till it is ripe for execution. He fears

preveation, and therefore endeavors to take you by
surprize. The thief gives no warning of his approach,

but cotnes upon men while they sleep. Thejtrue pro-

phet discloses his design, prepares, forwarns, puts the

person who doubts or disbelieves upon his guard, bids

defiance to prevention. His own resurrection, and
the doctrine of a general resurrection, which is founded
upon it, were not b.irely hinted at, or declared in ob-

scure and equivocal terms. They were not the casual

topic, and for once only, of private conversation with
his disciples. No, this was a leading, a commanding
object, presented continually to view, placed in the

strongest light, announced with equal fairncssand sim-

plicity, to friends and to enemies. " And Jesus go-

ing up to Jerusalem, took the twelve disciples apart in

the way, and said unto them, behold, we go up to

Jerusalem ; and the Son of man shall be betrayed unto
the chief priests and unto the scribes, and they shall

condemn him to death, and shall deliver him to the Gen-
tiles to mock, and to scourge, and to crucify him ; and
the third day he shall rise again." He declares the same
truth thus openly in the court of the temple. He repeats

it in the presence and hearing of the multitude, " when
the people were gathered thick together, then certain of

the scribes and of the pharisees answered, saying,

Master, we would see a sign from thee. But he an-

swered and said unto them, an evil and adulterous ge-

neration seeketh after a sign ; and there shall no sign

be given it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas. For

as Jonas was three days and three nights in the wale's

belly, so shall the Son of man be three days and three

nights in the heart of the earth." The sadducces,

opponents still more virulent than the pharisees, per-

fectly understood him as meaning on the basis of his

own, to establish the belief of a resurrection of the

body ; for they argue with him on the subject, and

frame a case which they supposed would reduce the
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author of the doctrine to an absurdity. This af-

forded our Lord an opportunity of shewing that the

doctrine in dispute was actually an article in their awn
creed, as being the disciples of Moses. Thus it runs

through the whole of divine Revelation. The fathers

beyond the flood lived and died in this faith. The
dust of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob thus rested and
rests in hope. It is indeed more clearly stated under
the Gospel dispensation, and the ground of it is more
fully demonstrated, that is, the dawning light of the

morning gradually brightened into the perfect day.
*' In three days / will raise it up.*' This is an ex-

plicit declaration of his own inherent Deity, for God
alone has the right and the power over life and death.

An angel may be the delegated instrument in execut-

ing the sentence of divine justice, by taking away life;

as in the case of the first-born of Egypt, of those who
fell by the pestilence, to the number of seventy thous-

and, for the oftence of David in numbering the peo-

ple, and of the hundred, fourscore and five thousand
smitten in one night, in the camp of the Assyrians.

But we no where find the power of quickening the

dead delegated to a created being. Man has the des-

perate power of destroying his own body, but there

it ends, and the disembodied spirit ceases from all

power to repair the awful violence which it has com-
mitted. Man cannot by a mere act of his will eve?i

lay down his life, any more than he can reanimate the
breathless clay. It is the incommunicable prerogative
of him who has life in himself, to dispose of it at

pleasure. This prerogative Jesus Christ claims and
exercises. " For as the Father raiseth up the dead,
and quickeneth them ; even so the Son quickeneth
whom he will." In the case of his own death, it was
an act of sovereign, almighty power. *' Jesus said.

It is finished : and he bowed his head, :ind gave up the
ghost," while as yet the principle of natural life was
Strong within him, thus demonstrating that his asser-
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tion concerning himself was founded in tnith :
" I lay-

down my life, that I might take it again. No man
taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself : I have

power to lay it down, and I have power to take it

again." And on this power over his own life, he
founds his right of dispensing life and death to others.
*' And this is the Father's will which hath sent me,
that of all which he hath given me I should lose no-

thing, but should raise it up again at the last day.

And this is the will of him that sent me, that every

one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may
have everlasting life : and I will raise him up at the last

day.'' Whether therefore it is said that " Christ was
raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father,"

or that he himself raised up the temple of his bod}'',

one and the same source of life, one controuling, irre-

sistible will, and one supreme, efficient power are dis-

played.
" Then said the Jews, forty and six years was this

temple in building and wilt thou rear it up in three

days?" It has been already shewn that this was a wil-

ful misapprehension: and it exhibits a humiliating

view of the power of prej udice. Something may be
made of a stupid child, if he be disposed to exert the

poor faculties which he possesses, but obstinacy sets

discipline at defiance. It is possible to assist weak
eyes, but what canbedone forthe manwho wilfully shuts

them, or who madly plucks them out ? To enter, with

commentators, into discussion respecting the period

of the temple's rebuilding, is foreign to our purpose.

What is it to us how long time was employed in the

work, by what prince or princes it was carried on, and
what was its comparative magnificence, with relation

to the first temple, and to other structures of a similar

kind? But it is of high importance to know, that the

prediction of Christ concerning it, already quoted,

was exactly fulfilled, about forty years afterward: when
Jerusalem was besieged and taken by the Empwor
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Titus, was pillaged and burnt, the temple completely

destroyed, upwards of one million and one hundred
thousand of the Jews destroyed by famine and the

sword, ninety-seven thousand taken prisoners, the

whole nation expatriated and dispersed, and that the

state of the temple from the year of Christ seventy,

down to the present, eii^hteen hundred and two, and
of this scattered, degraded, yet providentially sup-

ported and distinguished people, at this day, are a
standing evidence of the truth and certainty of the

things wherein we have been instructed. He is faith-

ful and truf who promises and who threatens. " When
ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies, then

know that the desolation thereof is nigh. Then let

them which are in Judea flee to the mountains ; and
let them which are in the midst of it depart out ; and
let not them that are in the countries enter thereinto.

For these be the days of vengeance, that all things

which are written may be fulfilled. And they shall

fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away
captive into all nations : and Jerusalem shall be trod-

den down of the Gentiles, until the times of the

Gentiles be fulfilled. And there shall be signs in the

sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon
the earth distress of nations, with perplexity ; the sea

and the waves roaring ; men's hearts fliiling them for

fear, and for looking after those thins^s which are com-
ing on the earth : for the powers of heaven shall be
shaken. Verily I say unto you, this generation shall

not pass away till all be fulfilled. Heaven and earth

shall pass away ; but my words shall not pass away."
** When therefore he was risen from the dead, his

disciples remembered that he had said this unto

them." Words as they are spoken, and events as

they pass, frequently make a slight impression, but

whfen recalled and fixed by some striking correspondent

ircumstanccs, they rush on the mind like a torrent,

w\ we wonder at Ovir own preceding carelessness and

VOL. IV. 2 M
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inattention. Had the disciples been men quick of ap-

preliension, and of easy belief, the fabrication of a

cunningly devised fable might have been suspected :

but they were persons of a simplicity of character that

bometimes bordered on stupidity; they were "slow
of heart to believe ;" they olten misunderstood their

master; they were of all mankind the most unfit to

plan and support imposture. When Jesus spake of

destroying and of raising up again the temple of his

body, the Jews wilfully perverted his meaning, and
his disciples seem hardly to have markc.d his words.

The greatest of miracles must be performed to sub-

due the incredulity of the one, and to rouse the atten-

tion of the other. In both we contemplate the wrath

and the weakness of man ministering to the glory of

God. It was meet that the mouth of malignity should

be stopped, and that the truth as it is in Jesus should
be taught to the world by men whose own ignorance

had been instructed, whose doubts had been removed,
whose faith had been established. " We still have
this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of

the power may be of God, and not of us."

The resurrection of Christ from the dead, therefore,

so clearly predicted, and so exactly accomplished,

supplies the christian world, in every age, with the

firmest basis of faith, and with the purest source of

hope and joy. The apostle of the Gentiles, once the

most violent opposer of the fact, and of the doctrine

founded upon it, thus collects the evidence :
" For I

delivered unto you first of all that which I also receiv-

ed, how that Christ died for our sins, according to

the Scriptures ; and that he was buried, and that he
rose again the third day, according to the Scriptures;

and that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve

:

after that he was seen of above five hundred brethren

at once ; of whom the greater part remain unto this

present, but some are fallen asleep. After that he was
seen of James ; then of all the apostles. And last of
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all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due

time." Paul's reasoninj^ upon the subject is conclu-

sive and satisfactory ; it meets the hun\an heart in all

its desires and expectations. We resign ourselves to

the stroke of death u'ith composure. We bury our

dead out of our sight, without bidding them a final

farewell, because "• the flefih also shall rest in hope.'^

*' For if we believe that Jesus died, and rose again,

even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring

with him." " This corruptible must put on incor-

ruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.

So when this corruptible shall have put on incorrup-

tion, and this mortal shall have put on immortality,

then sliall be brought to pass the saying that is written,

death is swallowed up in victor}-."

The importance of this doctrine, in the scale of

Christianity, will warrant our following up the article

of our Lord's history which we have been reviewing,

to its more remote effects and consequences. This

will accordingly form the substance of the following

lecture.

This passover afforded occasion of working various

other public miracles, which are not enumerated in

the sacred record, but which attracted attention, and

produced conviction in the minds of many who saw
and heard him. He was now at the metropolis of the

country, and at the season of universal resort to Jeru-

salem. Of the multitudes who flocked thither to ce-

lebrate the feast of passover, very many must have

been in the habit of searching the Scriptures, and
were, with Simeon, " waiting for the consolation of

Israel," and with Anna the prophetess, " looking for

redemption in Jerusalem." Persons of this descrip-

tion must have been forcibly impressed with the per-

sonal appearance of Jesus Christ, with the singularity

of his manner and address, with the gravity and dig-

nity of his deportment, with the authority which he

exercised in teaching and reproving. His zeal in the
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purgation of the temple, and the sign which he pro-

posed as the evidence of his mission, must have been
noticed and felt. When these proofs of an extraordi-

nary character were accompanied and supported by a

display of miraculous powers, the effect must have

been what the evangelist relates :
'* When he was in

Jerusalem at the passover, in the feast-day, many be-

lieved in his name when the}^ saw the miracles which
he did." Nor was this impression confined to vulgar

minds, for we presently find a man high in rank and
office bearing testimony to Christ's prophetic charac-

ter, and to the foundation on which it rested. " Ni-

codemus, a pharisee and ruler of the Jews, came to

Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know-

that thou art a teacher sent from God ; for no man
can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be

with him." But the sacred historian subjoins a re-

flection most humiliating to human nature ; for it im-

plies that the understanding may be enlightened, and

the conscience perfectly convinced, and yet the heart

remain corrupted and malignant. " Many believed

in his name, when they saw the miracles which he

did." But the searcher of hearts discerned under a

sound belief, a dangerous, an unsubdued perversity

of disposition in which he could not confide. *' But
Jesus did not commit himself unto them." In this

Christ acted as a pattern to his disciples, and conform-

ed himself to the doctrine which he taught them.
" Beware of men : be ye wise as serpents, and harm-

less as doves." There is an excess of caution un-

worthy of a noble and generous mind, v. hich damps
exertion and poisons society. But there is also an ex-

cess of confidence which puts the candid and sincere

in the power of the crafty and designing. True wis-

dom safely conducts its possessor through the channel

which divides them. " A prudent man," says Solo-j

mon, " foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself; but

the simple pass on, and are punished."
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" The chapter concludes with an ascription to Christ

of one of the incommunicable attributes of Deity, the

knowledge of the thoughts of men :
'* He knew all

men, and needed not that any should testify of man :

for he knew what was in man." Of this he had given

an illustrious instance in the case of Nathanael, whose
character he clearly discerned before any personal in-

tercourse had taken place :
" Before that Philip called

thee, when thou was under the fig-tree, I saw thee."

Here it is reduced to a general proposition of high

moment. " The Father hath committed all judgment
unto the Son :'' and he is qualified for the discharge

of this all-important office, by a perfect knowledge
not only of the actions of a man's life, but of the mo-
tive from which he acted, and of the end at which he
aimed. May it be engraved on the living table of
our heart, that God " hath appointed a day in the

which he will judge the world in righteousness by.

that man whom he hath ordained ; whereof he hath

given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised

him from the dead."
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But some man will say. How are the dead raised up F
And with ivhat body do they come P Thoufool, that

zvhich thou sowest is not quickened except it die. A?id
that zvhich thou sowest, thou sowest not that body
that shall be, but bare grain, it may chance of wheat,
or of some other grain : but God giveth it a body

as it hath pleased Him, and to every seed his own
body. All flesh is not the same flesh : but there is

one kind offlesh of men, another flesh of beasts,

another of fshes, and another of birds. There
are also celestial bodies, and bodies terrestrial : but

the glory of the celestial is one, and the glory of the

terrestrial is another. There is one glory of the

sun, and another glory of the moon, and another

glory of the stars ; for one star differethjrom ano-

ther star in glory. So also is the resurrection of
the dead: it is sown in conniption, it is raised in

incorruption : it is sown in dishoiwr, it is raised in

glory : it is soxvn in zoeakness, it /y raised in power :

it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual

body. There is a naiural body, and there is a spi-

ritual body.. ..ICorinjihat:^^ XV. 35. ..44.

AFTER ADMINISTERING THE LORD'S SUPPER.

TO him who believes in the life and immortality

which are brought to light by the gospel ; to

him who has the witness of death every day present-

ed to his eyes, and who feels it continually in his own
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frame, can it. ever be unseasonable or unprofitable to

hear of the ground of his holy faith, of his glorious

privileges, of his exalted hope ? Does the worldling

ever tire in calculating his gains, and of reckoning
over his hoard ? Is the eager heir ever cloyed in con-

templating his fair and ample expected inheritance ?

When were the praises, the reported successes, wis-

dom and virtue of a darling child, a burden on the

listening ear of parental affection ? When was the eye
fatigued in surveying the beautiful and majestic fabric

of nature, or turned away from it with disgust?

Wherefore, then, should it be apprehended that the

disciple of Jesus, who has fled for refuge to the hope
set before him, whose brightest prospects open beyond
the grave, who is rejoicing in the promise of his mas-
ter's coming " the second time, without sin, unto

salvation;" wherefore suppose that such a person

could say, " What a weariness is it!" when the

preacher's theme is the complete restoration of man's
fallen nature, the resurrection of the body, the perfect;

resemblance of all the members of Christ to the glori-

ous head, the final and unfading triumph of redeem-
ing love ? No, well pleased, you withdraw from the

pursuit of temporal pleasure and profit, from survey-

ing the kingdoms of this world and the glory of them,

from contemplating even the more glorious wonders
of the starry heavens, to expatiate over the blissful

regions of Emanuel's land, to drink of " the pure

river of the water of life," to eat of the fruit of the

tree of life, to feast on the promise of " new heavens

and a new earth, wherein dvvelleth righteousness,"

where there is no more death, where the curse is

not known, where God himself shall wipe away all

tears from all eyes.

Previous to the breaking of bread, in commemora-
tion of our Saviour's dying love to perishing simiers,

we were led to meditate on the final consummatioa
which the ordinance has directly in view. " As often
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as yc eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew
the Lord's death till he come;" an event which in-

volves in itself the fate of angels and of men ; an event

which shall exhibit the grandest display of the divine

power and wisdom, of justice, goodness, and truth ;

an event which is at once the object of just terror, and
the purest source of joy. One, and that not the least

interesting considera ion connected with the prospect

of that " great and notable day of the Lord," is that

which constitutes the subject of the apostle's reasoning

in the passage which has been now read, namely, the

resurrection of the dead. The ground of belief re-

specting this, is the truth and certainty of Christ's re-

surrection on the third day after his passion, conform-

ably to frequently repeated, well known, and minutely

particular predictions respecting this illustrious event.

These were the subject of the preceding lecture. " Je-

sus and the resurrection," were the great theme of

Paul's preaching at learned Athens, and of his epistles

to the churches, particularly to the Corinthians, in

this chapter. This is the sure foundation which God
hath laid in Zion, and lo, what a structure is Provi-

dence rearing upon it

!

The apostle introduces an unbeliever, cavilling at

the doctrine of the resurrection, and triumphantly

demanding, as one defying all possibility of reply,
•* How are the dead raised up ? and with what body
do they come?" Grasping at mere phantoms of

worldly hope, credulous as children in admitting
" the unreal mockery" of a heated imagination, men
doubt and disbelieve only when the God of truth

speaks ; they are careless only where their spiritual

and everlasting interests ^re concerned : they reject

that which reason and religion concur to prove, which
the constitution and frame of nature, in her unceas-

ing re-productions^ stamp with striking marks of

probability, and which a revelation from heaven

has rendered infallible. The objection of infidelity,



LECT. XX. JESUS CHRIST." 289

proceeds on the supposition that there is nothing appa-

rent in the system of the universe which is analogous

to the resurrection of the body ; that it is inconsistent

with all knowledge and experience. The apostle goes
on to demonstrate that this change, wonderful as it is,

has its counterpart in nature, and is perfectly consist-

ent with appearances which fall every day under every

man's observation, and which are level to every human
capacity. He refers the infidel to the universally known
and understood progress of vegetation, which is a con-

stant representation of death and the resurrection, of
corruptibility and corruption. One of the most ob-

vious and ordinary operations in husbandry, daily pre-

sents the image of this great mystery of godliness.

The seed, O man, which thou castest into the ground,
is surrendered to loss, to putrefaction, to death. It

disappears, it seems forever gone, its form and sub-

stance, all, all is dissolved. No, Sir, it dies but to

be quickened. Indeed it could not have been quick-

ened, unless it had died. What dropped into the

earth, a single, solitary grain, springs up out of it,

increased thirty, sixty, a hundred fold. Had the lit-

tle seed never known corruption, where would have

been that goodly tree laden with golden fruit ? It fell

naked into the ground ; it rises thence clothed with

a new, verdant, transparent covering. It every day
unfolds some latent beauty, it assumes a more majes-

tic form, it expands an unknown excellence. Its

temporary destruction is its perennial establishment.
" So also is the resurrection of the dead." The

body vvas emaciated by disease, it withered by reason

of age, it was lost in the grave, it became a mass of
corruption. But does it follow that it shall remain
forever a prey to corruption ? Does it follow, that it

shall rise again with the self-same qualities which it

formerly possessed ? No, it is the glory of God not to

raise up again weakness, mortality, corruption ; but
VOL. IV. 2 N
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out of weakness to raise power, to clothe corruption

Vvith in corruption, to swallow up mortality of life.

But how is this done? I cannot tell. O man, " thou
knovvest not what is the way of the spirit, nor how the

bones do grow in the womb of her that is with child :

even so thou knowest not the works of God who
maketh all." Who is able to trace and to describe

the common process of vegetable nature ? Where is

the man that presumes to explain that which is least ?

Is it any wonder, then, that limited fliculties are lost

in the iiivestigation of that which is greatest "? Can the

clown tell how the handful of " bare grain" which he
scattered along the surface of the ground, has been
transformed into a multitude of stately, fair and fra-

grant plants ? No, awd neither can the philosopher.

But the simplest clown is a philosopher too enlighten-

ed to doubt, or to disbelieve what uniform observa-

tion and experience have confirmed to him. He is

too wise to suspend the operations of his useful and
necessary art, till he has discovered the hozv and the

ivherefore of it. Can the philosopher then arrogate

to himself the praise of wisdom, who refuses the in-

formation, and denies himself the consolations of

Christianity, because he cannot penetrate into every

mystery, resolve every difficulty, and dispel all the

obscurity which it presents ? What one art of science

has been carried to its highest possible perfection ? Do
men therefore neglect to avail themselves of the pro-

gress which has been made in science ? And shall the

most profound of all sciences, but which has, of all

others, been most successfully investigated, whose dis-

coveries are more far in number, and their nature in-

finitely more important than all the rest, be laughed to

scorn, be despised and rejected, because it presents
" some things hard to be understood," because some
of its grander discoveries arc reserved to a future ex-

hibition, because there are " times and seasons," in-
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terpositions, relations and dependencier, " which the

Father hath put in his own power."
Again, " God," it is said, " giveth to every seed

his own body." " Thou fool," argues St. Paul,
*' diat which thou sowest is not quickened except it

die. And that whicli thou sowest, thou sowest not

that body thiit shail be, but bare grain, it may chance
of wheat, or of some other grain : But God giveth it

a body as it hath pleased him, and to every seed his

own body." This impHes, that the change produced
by the resurrection is not arbitrary or contingent, but
established by a certain law, conformably to the na-

ture and qualities of each distinct species. What was
wheat, continues to be wheat, after it has arisen again.

What was any other kind of grain, w^hen cast into the

earth, rises up that self-same kind of grain, and no
other. The individual substance is indeed changed,
but the essential properties, the specific and distin-

guishing qualities remain. The same vital principle

animates it in every state ; when it sprung up in the

germ of the parent seed ; when it became naked, dry
grain ; when it lay buried under the clod ; when it

mouldered away and died, and when it started up again

in all the vigor and freshness of a new life. Doth not

man, in like manner, in his body, in his mind, in his

condition, undergo revolutions equally obvious, equally

impressive, and yet continue always the same ? He
possesses life and motion long before he begins to

breathe ; he lives, moves and breathes long before he
begins to reflect and reason. The dawnings of his

reason are not greatly superior to the instincts of some
of the brute creation. Arrived, at length, at fulness

of stature and of understanding, his faculties, like the

tide at full, are instantly on the decline. Accident
destroys them, vice deranges, disease impairs, age

wastes them. All the while it was one and the same
being who struggled in the womb, who crawled in

infancy, who tottered in childhood, who flew on the
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wings of the wind in youth, who stately walked in the

majesty of manhood, who again stooped, bended,

tottered, crept under the pressure of old age, who
sunk m deadi. It was the self-same individual who
now blazed in all the lustre of talents, station and

success, who strutted the envy and wonder of man-
kind, and who now moped and blinked in j)remature

second childishness, the pity and scorn of the world.

Explain to me wherein consisted the sameness which
ran through all the successive changes of a short and
transitory life of threescore years and ten, and you
will teach yourself to conceive what it is that con-

stitutes the identity of that which was sown " a na-

tural body," and which shall be raised " a spiritual

body."
Instead of vainly attempting to account for the

sameness, is it not rather the part of wisdom to con-

template, and endeavor to improve the difference of

the one from the other, as it stands displayed in the

person of Christ the first-fruits, on the hallowed page

of inspiration ? The temple of his body was both be-

fore and after his passion Iree from staiii and blemish :

but every other human frame has in it radical pollution

and corruption. It is earthly^ a mass of clay, taken

from the earth, dependent upon it, chainec down to

it, and ready to be swallowed up of it again. It

shall he heavenly, spiritual, impassive ; endowed with

the capacity of moving with the expedition of thought,

the celestial vehicle of an immortal spi/il, adapted to

the vigor and activity of that spirit, subservient to its

v\^ill, on the wing at pleasure up to its native seat,

with the Velocity of lightning in the east, at the west,

according as the command of the -Most Higli, or the

desire of surveying his ways and his works may de-

termine the choice. Roused by that voice which

awakens the dead, behold the human body arrayed in

light ; it attempts a region, it mingles with elements

untried before ; it spurns the tomb, it nicunts on high,
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it springs up " to meet the Lord in the air," it mixes

with angels, it checks the aspiring flight, and presents

the first-fruits of eternal bliss before the throne, it

joins with adoration, love and joy in the song of the

Lamb :
" Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to

God by thy blood, out of every kindred, and tongue,

and people, and nation ; and hast made us unto our

God kings and priests ; worthy is the Lamb that was

slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and

strength, and honor, and glory, and blessing;**
*' blessing, and honor, and glory, and power, be unto

Him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb,
forever and ever."

It is now a vitc body ; composed of gross elements^

subsisting on gross aliment, subjected to the same
laws which govern the beasts that perish. It may be

rendered loathsome by sloth, by infirmity, by disease,

by vice, by death. The loveliest form is in one hour
so altered, so disfigured, that we are obliged to turn

from it with horror and aversion. Abraham must
hasten to bury his Sarah out of his sight. Remove
that transparent veil of skin which the hand of nature

has so curiously spread over the sinews and the flesh,

and what a Irightful spectre instantly appears ! Ima-
gination shrinks from the hideous apparition. It shali

rise a glorious body, composed of the purer elements

which tly upward, living on incorruptible food, a

pellucid wall of fiie through which every emotion
of the soul is distinctly visible but which no sword of

tlis adversary can penetrate, unsusceptible of wound, un-

susceptible of depression, of weariness, of pain, of decay,

in this world of woe the body has a glory not belonging

to it, a glory that is its disgrace, its misery ; the unnatura',

ruinous glory of holdnig the immortal spirit in thral-

dom, of leading its sovereign, Cciptive at its will, of

bending the heaven-born mind to the ignominious
drudgery of the tlcbh. In the world of bUss, the

leal order of nature i,hall be restored, the spirit shall
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resume its just empire, the body shall be invested

with its proper glory, shall descend into its subordi-

nate station ; shall feel its highest gratification in be-

coming the ministering servant of intelligence, of
rectitude, of benignity.

That we may not seem all this while to have been
retailing a fond man's dream, we recur to the history

of the wonderful changes which the bodies of some men
have already undergone, and from which we may con-
clude what future changes, through the almighty power
of God, the human frame is capable of undergoing.
" By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see

death : and was not found, because God had translated

him :" his body, without being resolved into its prin-

ciples, without tasting death, was quickened into new-
ness of life, and entered into the kingdom of heaven
without passing through the grave. Moses subsisted

for forty days together in the mount with God, and
neither did eat nor drink. On his descent, the skin of

his face shone so as to dazzle the eyes of the beholder,

and to render the interposition of a veil necessary. At
the age of one hundred and twenty years, *' his eye was
not dim, nor his natural force abated." After a lapse

of fifteen centuries, he revisited our earth in a glorious

form, to do homage on the mount of transfiguration.

Elijah, undismayed, mounts on fiery wheels to meet
his God. His body, in an instant of time, acquires

the power of resisting, of repelling the flame, or be-

comes assimilated to it, and burns unconsumed. The
three children of the captivity, fall down bound in the

midst of the burning fiery furnace, but arise and
walk through the flames uninjured. Paul is " caught

up to the third heaven," carried out of himself, trans-

ported into Paradise, and made to hear " unspeaka-

ble words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter."

But even those illustrious instances " have no glory,

by reason of the glory that excelleth." The glory to

be conferred on every believer's vile body is, that it
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" shall be fashioned like unto his glorious body ac-

cording to the working whereby he is able even to sub-

due all things unto himself." Let us, therefore, take

our ideas of the future " exceeding and eternal weight

of glory," from what we know it was in him. What
must have been the majesty of his person, and the

dignity of his deportment when he expelled the pro-

faners of the temple, and they answered him never a

word ? With what energy and eloquence must he

have expressed himself, when a multitude under the

influence of violent prejudice against him, overcome

by force of truth, exclaimed, " Never man spake like

this man.**' Behold him in the midst of the sea ; the

yielding waves become a pavement of adamant under

his feet. He spake the word, and the wind ceases

to rage, and the tempest subsides into a calm. Moses
endured, supported a fast of forty days and forty

nights in communion with God ; Jesus underwent
a similar period of abstinence in the wilderness,

being tempted of the devil. Mark that band of ruf-

fians, assembled to apprehend him in the garden :

they are lost to decency, lost to shame ; they are

ready to rush upon their prey : He arrays himself in

mildness, he simply demands, " Whom seek ye?"
They instantly feel how avv'ful goodness is, the)''

shrink from the lustre of his eye. When with na-

tivCj irrresistible majesty he meets the inquiry, "I
am he," they went backward, and fell to the ground.

Such was the glory of that sacred body while as

yet it had not invested itself with immortality

;

while as yet it was liable to pain, and sorrow, and
death. But he displayed an anticipated view, even
in a state of humiliation, of that splendor which he
could assume and lay down at pleasure. On Tabor
his whole form was altered ; "his face did shine aS

the sun, and his raiment was white as the light.'*

This however was to undergo an eclipse. Th^-
Scripture must be fulfilled which saith, '' His vi-
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sage was so marred more tlian any man, and his

form more than the sons of men." But after the

resurrection from tlie dead, this occasional and tran-

sient glory, became permanent and immutable. Be-
hold, he bursts asunder the bars of the grave. On
the third day he raises up again the temple which
the hands of wicked men had destroyed. Earth and
heaven feel and acknowledge a present Deity. The
sons of light descend from their thrones to announce
his revival, to minister at his feet. The solid globe is

thrown into convulsions. *' There was a great earth-

quake : for the angel of the Lord descended from hea-

ven, and came and rolled back the stone 'from the

door, and sat upon it. His countenance was like

lightning, and his raiment white as snow: and 'for

fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as

dead men." Early in the morning of the first day, he
appears unto Mary, but " her eyes were holden that

she should not know him ;'' she supposes him to be

the gardener, and in the bitterness of her soul ex-

claims :
" Sir, if thou have borne him hence, tell me

where thou hast laid him, and I will take him away."
In the twinkling of an eye, his voice, his appearance

changes, and as his lips pronounce, in their well

known accent, the name of Mary, he stands confess-

ed to the astonished mourner as her Lord and her

God.
At a more advanced period of that same day, we

behold him on the road which leadeth from Jerusa-

lem to Emmaus, on which he found two of his dis-

ciples, " talking together of all these things which

had happened." He joins himself to them, as they

walked on their way in sadness. He enters into con-

versation with them ; he expounds to them the Scrip-

tures concerning himself. They are deeply affected,

they are edified, their hearts burn within them, as he

talks with them by the way, and while he opens to

them the Scriptures. But all the while his body is
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concealed under a veil through which their eyes can-

not pierce. In a moment the veil is vvithdrav/n, as he
blesses the bread, breaks it, and gives it to them

;

they recognize their much lamented, greatly beloved

master, he has resumed his form, and in an instant

disappears : Their eyes were opened, and they knew
him ; and he vanished out of their sight.

In the evening of that memorable first day of the

week, the eleven and their companions being assem-
bled to worship, and the doors carefully shut for fear

of the Jews, lo, he is in the midst of them, speaking
and dispensing peace. And yet it is the same body
which was crucified. It bears the print of the nails

which pierced his hands and his feet. His side pre-

sents the scar of the wound indicted by the soldier's

spear. But that celestial body is no longer subject to

the laws of matter. Walls of stone can neither ex-

clude nor confine a spiritual substance. Gates and
bars have no power of coercion ; they are passed
without being opened. Behold the first-fruits of them
that sleep.' Behold the proof, the pledge, the model
of the resurrection from the dead. Behold the glory

which awaits all tlie redeemed of the Lord, in that

day when he maketli up his jewels.

Let us take one glimpse more of the Saviour's

glorified body. See, he leads out hii wandering, de-

lighted train as far as to Bethany, *' seen of above five

hundred brethren at once;" he lifts up his hands and
blesses them ;

" and it came to pass, while he blessed

them, he was partial from them, and carried up into

heaven." Into this blessed image, Believer in Christ

Jesus, thou art going to be transformed, That feeble

body which sometimes can with difficulty creep to the

house of prayer, to a communion table, " shall mount
up with wings as eagles," shall behold the steirs un-

der its feet, shall range through unbounded space,

shall ascend into the heaven of heavens, shall associ-

ate with the cherubim and with the seraphim, with

VOL. IV. 2 o
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the bodies and spirits of just men made perfect, " bhall

with open face, beholding as in a glass the gl-ry of

the Lord, be changed into the same imnge, fron» glory

to glory, even as by the spi.it of the Loid." Such,
christian, is the end of thy faith, the salv. tion of the

soul, the redemption of the body from the grave.

Such is- the fruit of the love of God, the eftect of

Christ^s death, the operation of the Holy Spirit.
'* Beloved, now are we the sons of God ; and it

doth not yet appear what we shall be : but we know
that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him ; for

we shall see him as he is."'

The apostle suggests another very interesting idea on
the subject of the resurrection. The children of the

resurrection shall all be glorious, but the glory of all

is not the same : for as in the natural world, '' there

is one kind of flesh of men, another flesh of beasts,

another of fishes, and ailother of birds;" as there are

bodies celestial and bodies terrestrial, each invested

with its peculiar and appropriate glory and excellency,

as *' there is one glory of the sun, and another glory

of the moon, and another glory of the stars ; for one
star differeth from another star in glory. So also is the

resurrection of the dead.*' Next to the uniformity and
regularity which pervade the system of the universe,

the diversity and variety of the productions of nature,

and of the ways of Providence claim our attention and
excite our admiration. To this diversity the field and

the forest, the fragrant earth and the starry heavens

are indebted for all their beauty. Hence the brute

creation derives utility and importance, and human
society its being and comfort. Under the addition of

another orb similar to that which illumes and animates

the world, nature would be oppressed, and mourn, and
expiry Withdraw that single little moon, that speck

in creation, that mere attendant minister on our globe,

and what a blank is left in the system, what myriads are

rendered comfortless, how the harmony is destroyed I
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Countless, as various are the stars in the firmament

;

but the substraction, the transposition, the accelerated

or retarded motion of one of the least of them would
unliinge the general frame, unsettle the balance, and in-

troduce confusion. But arranged as they are, coun-
terpoised, sustained by the arm of Omnipotence,
every one lends its portion of strength, beauty and
stability to the whole. Each orb reflects lustre on its

opposite ; an harmonious discord becomes productive
of perfect union ; every thing differs, and yet every
thing agrees. In the present imperfect state of the

moral world, we must not look for the harmonious va-

riety which reigns in the kingdom of nature. Society

presents not only variety of rank, of talents, of pos-

sessions, but differences of opinion, oppositions of
interest, the fermentation of passions. Offences will

come, peace must be disturbed, blood must flow.

But in the resurrection of the dead the harmonies of
grace shall correspond to those of nature, for univer-

sal nature shall be under the dominion of love.
** Christ loved the church, and gave himself for it

;

that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing
of water by the word ; that he might present it to

himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrin-
kle, or any such thing ; but that it should be holy,

xmd without blemish." From what has been said,

let us,

1 . Bless God for the clear light in which this all

important doctrine is placed. The evidence of it

pours into the eye, rushes into the heart every step we
take. As often as we walk out into the corn-field,

v/e have the image of death and of the resurrection

of the dead. Tiie husbandman cast in the seed that

it might die, that it might see corruption. The sight

of the springing grain assures us that he sowed in

hope, and that his hope maketh him not ashamed.
" So also is the resurrection of the dead." Every
time the epicure sits down to a feast, he has in the
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dainties of his table a representation of the varieties

which the day of the renovation of all things shall

display. Every time that the contemplative man
'' considers the heavens, the work of God's fingers,

the moon and the stars which he hath ordained," he
perceives an image of the future glory of the redeem-
ed. *' As one star differeth from another star in glory,'

so also is the resurrection of the dead." The weari-

ness and wasting of the bodily vigor throws the humair
frame night by night into the semblance of death ; the

freshness of the dawn restores it to newness of life ;

*' so also is the resurrection of the dead," *' them
that sleep in Jesus will God bring with him." *' Why
should it be thought a thing incredible with you that

God should raise the dead ?" Was not that stately oak
once a dry acorn ? Was not that gorgeous bird of a

thousand radiant colors enclosed in a putrid shell ?

Did not that wonder of every eye, of e\'ery ear, once
crawl a poor helpless reptile ? How grievously do men
err, *' not knowing the Scriptures and the power of
God."

2. The doctrine has a happy tendency to reconcile

the mind to the prospect of our own dissolution. The
body, the object of so much anxiety and attention, is

after all but a flimsy garment, of feeble texture, and
of perishable materials. And is it indeed such a mor-
tification to lay down an old, rusty, galling armor,

and go to rest at ease, when the labors and dangers of

a hard warfare aie at an end ? Is it so very humiiiating

to part with worn-out raimant, with filthy rags, to ex-

change them for robes of immortality ? I'liis is the

]irospect which the resurrection opens to the christian's

l.npe. This is the change which passed upon Joshua

the high-priest in prophetic vision, the emblem of final

deliverance, of unfading glory. '* Now Joshua was
clothed with filthy garments, and stood before the an-

nuel. And he answered and spake unto those that stood

before him, saying, take away the filthy garments from
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him. And unto him he said, Behold, I have caused

thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe thee

with change of raiment. And I said, let them set a

fair mitre upon his head. So they set a fair mitre upon

his head, and clothed him with garments. And the

angel of the Lord stood by." These are words which

deserve to be written, to be printed in a book, to be

graven with an iron pen and lead, in the rock forever

:

" I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall

stand at the latter day upon the earth : and though

after my skin, worms destroy this body, yet in my
flesh shall I see God, whom I shall see for myself,

and mine eyes shall behold, and not another ; though

my reins be consumed within me.'*

3. *' I would not have you to be ignorant, breth-

ren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow

not, even as others which have no hope.*' You have

been called, it may be, to bury out of your sight what

was once youth and beauty, talents and virtue, vvis^

dom and piety. But these were, on earth, necessarily

blended vvith weakness and imperfection. That weak-

ness and imperfection remain in the grave, never to

rise again. What are the transient youth and fading

beauty of this world? What are the talents and the

virtues of the wisest and the best of men, compared
to the celestial radiance, the immortal vigor, the un-

sullied purity, the sublime wisdom of beings shining

in their redeemer's likeness ! Were it in your povvcr,

could you find in your heart, to bring back a beloved

child, a friend dear to you as your own soul, to a state

of depression, and pain, and sorrow ? No, the bit-

terness of death is past. The last enemy hath done
his worst. They were first ready ; They have reach-

ed home before us. Tjierefore,

4. " Be not slothful, but followers of them who,
through faith and patience, inherit the promises." Be
constantly aiming at higher degrees of moral and in-

tellectual excellence ; at those qualities which, though
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of little estimation in the eyes of men, are in the sight

of God of great price, and constitute the glory of the

kingdom of heaven. Be silently, unostentatiously

adding, " with all diligence, to your faith, virtue

;

and to temperance, patience ; and to patience, godlii-

ness; and to godliness, brotherly kindness, and to

brotherly kindness, charity. For if these things be
in you, and abound, they make you that yc sha.l nei-

ther be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our
Lord Jesus Christ." *' Finally, brethren, whatsoever

things are true, whatsoever things are honest, what-

soever things are just, whatsoever things are pure,

whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of

good report ; if there be any virtue, and if there be

any praise, think on these things :" Seeing that in the

resurrection, those ** who sleep in the dust of the

earth shall awake....and they that be wise shall shine as

the brightness of the firmament ; and they that turn

many to righteousness as the stars forever and ever.''
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So Jesus came again into Cana of Galilee, where he

made the water wine. And there was a certain no-

bleman, ivhose son was sick at Ca/)ernaum. When he

heard that Jesus was come out of Judea into Galilee

he ivent unto him, and besought him, that he ivould

come down and heal his son : for he zvas at the point

of death. Then said Jesus unto him, except ye see

signs and wonders ye ivill iwt believe. Thenoblem

man saith unto him, sir, co??ie down ere my child

die, Jesus saith unto him, go thy ivay, thy son

liveth. And the man believed the word that Jesus

had spoken unto him, and he ivent his way. And
as he was going down his servants met him, and
told him, saying, thy son liveth. Then inquired he

of them the hour ivhen he began to amend. And
they said unto him, yesterday at the seventh hour
thejever left him. So the father knew that it was

• at the same hour in the which Jesus said unto him,

thy son liveth j and himself believed, and his whole
house. This is again the second miracle that Jesus

did, ivhen he zvas come out oj Judea into Galilee.*.*

John iv. 46.. .54.

THE most serious businesses of human life make
but a sorry figure when they come to be record-

ed. Interestinsj to the individual, and for the mo»
tnent, they awaken no general concern, and become
to the parties tliemselves, ^vhen the moment is past,
** trifles light as air.'* The avidity with which fresh
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journals are read is a perfect contrast to the indifterence

with which they are treated on the second or the third

day. Let a man sit down to write the history of his

own life ; let him be the busiest and most important of
personages, and what has he got to relate ? A meagre
account of the miles he travelled, of the bargains he

drove, of the spectacles he beheld, of the viands

which covered his table, and of the guests who sur-

rounded it. Into this little measure shrink the achieve-

ments of the great, the splendor, pomp and pride of

kings, as well as the short and " simple annals of the

poor," When the pageant has passed by, it is as a

vision of the night, it vanishes into air, it leaves no
track behind. In vain is the monumental column
reared. The hand of time erases the inscription,

bhakes the fabric, crumbles it into dust. In vain does
history promise to save from oblivion, and to confer

immortality. The author, his work, his subject, the

very language in which he wrote, all perish.

Nevertheless there are illustrious exceptions. There
have been persons whose names are dear to every suc-

ceeding generation, and who shall be had in everlast-

ing remembrance ; who were engaged in pursuits of
endless utility, and producing events which shall ne-

ver spend their force. And there is a record which
survives the lapse of ages, the ravages of barbarism,

the revolutions of empire, and which shall outlive the

dissolution of worlds. There we contemplate the

deathless glory of the venerable benefactors of man-
kind, who " being dead, yet speak," v/ho were and
are the light of the world. All those scattered rays of

light arc collected into one focal point, in the person

of Jesus Christ. *' To him give all the prophets wit-

ness ;" '* all the promises of God in him are yea, and
in him amen, unto the glory of God;"...." the na-

tions of them which are saved walk in his light, and
the kings of the earth do bring their glory and honor

-into it."
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In the busiest and most active life there are long

and frequent intervals of repose. Much must be al-

lowed to human infirmity both of body and mind

;

the spirit may be willing, but the flesh is weak. One
life alone displays an incessant progress in doing good ;

no word idly spoken, no moment unprofitably spent,

no step unnecessarily taken. The night itself is made
a season of devotion, the hour of social refreshment

becomes an occasion of communicating useful know-
ledge ; a walk into the corn-fields or by the shore of
the sea, a journey from city to city, an as-cent into the

mountain, all are sacred to one commanding object,

the glory of God and the good of mankind, the in-

struction of the ignorant, the pardon of the guilty, the

relief of the miserable.

The solemnities of the passover being finished, Je-

sus, according to the wisdom which directed all his

proceedings, thought it proper to retire from Jerusalem,

and to return into Galilee. The road lay through Sa-

maria. The inhabitants of that country, though de-

scended from the same stock with the Jews, and once
members together with them of the commonwealth of
Israel, were now cordially hated and despised by them.
But they possessed the same " lively oracles of God,"
they looked for the; same Messiah promised to their

common fathers, and they gladly received the word
when it came unto them. The great Prophet whom
they expected, takes this opportunity of paying them
a visit ; they acknowledge him, and believe on his

name. Having continued with them two days, sow-
ing the precious seed, expounding from Moses and
all the prophets, in all the Scriptures, the things con-

cernmg himself, and thus extending the boundaries of
the kingdom of God, he pursued his journey to Gali-

lee, and returned " to Cana, where he made the water
wine." Beside his general and leading object, to

preach the gospel of the kingdom, he might intend,

by revisiting that city, to express the aftection of a kind
VOL. IV. 2 P
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relation to the new-married pair, who resided there,

to strengthen their union by his benediction, by his

counsel, by participating in their domestic cares and
comforts, and to confirm them and the other inhabit-

ants of the place in the faith which they had professed.

It was so ordered of Providence, that at the time of
his return, a distinguished family in the neighboring

town of Capernaum, was visited with a sore affliction.

*' There was a certain nobleman, whose son was sick

at Capernaum." The word translated nobleman, sig-

nifies courtier, one employed near the person, or ia

the service of a king. Herod was but a delegated and
limited sovereign : " Tctrarch of Galilee," that is go-
vernor, under the Roman emperor, of the fourth part

of a province. But he was permitted to assume the

title and state of king, because it swelled the pride

of the imperial despot to lord it over many subordinate

and dependant thrones. Capernaum being within the

limits of Herod's government, he no doubt occasion-

ally resided in that city, and there probably at this

time held his court ; and the nobleman in question

might either officially or from affection be in attend-

ance upon his master. But the vicinity of a court,

and the rank of nobility are no security against the

inroads of disease and death, for they too are tainted

with sin. The danger of losing a child excites a

thousand anxieties in the bosom of a parent, what-

ever be the station or condition. There are innumer-
able circumstances which level all distinctions. The
honorable feelings of humanity are of this description,

parental and filial affection, with the kindred charities

of the humaYi heart, sympathy with the distressed, and
a desire to assist and relieve them : these constitute a

dignity, a nobility which God alone can bestow, and
which the air of a court tends rather to blight than to

cherish. This good man however has not sunk the

flither in the courtier. Anxiety about the life of his

child suspends the pride of rank, the duties of office,
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the etiquette of iKjbility. " When he heard that Je-

sus was come out of Judea into Galilee he went unto

him, and besought him that he would come down and

heal his son ; for he was at the point of death."
*' A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid." The

fame of Jesus was now spread over the whole land.

When he came bnck from Jerusalem to Galilee, " the

Galileans received him, having seen all the things that

he did at Jerusalem at the feast: for they also went

unto the feast." The report which they made at

home, of his mighty works, as well as of his conde-

scension and benevolence, had reached the ears of the

great, and excited attention. We fondly listen to

what promises ease ; we grasp the very shadows ot

probability, and frequently make experiments with

little hope of success. All that medical skill could

effect had, in this case, undoubtedly been attempted,

but attempted in vain. It is one, and not the least of

the evils attendant on poverty, to know of a remedy
without the means of procuring it. The rich have at

least this consolation in extremity, that every thing

was done which .influence could command, or money
purchase. But the nobleman of Capernaum is not to be^

taxed with credulity for believing the report concern-

ing Christ, or for building upon it the hoj^e of a cure

which medicine had been unable to effect. Instead of

sendmg for him, as in the case of ordinary physicians,
" he went to him." The distance between Caperna-

um and Cana was about a day's journey, as we may
gather from verse 52. He was met on his way home-
ward, rejoicing in the belief of the power and grace

of Christ, the day after he had received the assurance :

"Yesterday," said the servants, " at the seventh hour
the fever left him." Here then we have nobility de-

scending from its stateliness, waving cersmony, as-

suming the form of a supplicant. Was it thereby de-

graded ? No, to follow the honest impulse of nature,

to submit to the obligations of propriety and decorum,
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to employ fiilr means to obtain a desirable end, is no
degradation, even to a prince. Vice alone degrades,

and exposes a man to shame, and lowers his dignity

in the eyes of God, and of his fellow creaUires.

Calamity brings down the lofiii.ess of the human
spirit. We have a noted instance cf this in the his-

tory of Ben-hadad the king of Syria. In the pride of

his heart, in girding- on his harness, in the coniidcnce

of superiority, he sends this insulting message to the

king of Israel ;
" Thus saith Ben-hadad, thy silver

and thy gold is mine, thy v/ives also and thy chil-

dren, even the goodliest are mine." Unmollified by
submission, he assumes a still haughtier tone, and
proceeds to take by violence what had been quietly

yielded to him. But brought to himself by a total de-

feat of his formidable army, he lowers his tone and
humbles himself to the man whom he had insulted :

servants with sackcloth girded on their loins, and ropes

upon their heads, " came to the king of Israel, and
said, Thy servant Ben-hadad saith, I pray thee, let

me live," a confirmation of the truth of the wise

man's observation :
" Pride goetli beiore destruction:

and an haughty spirit before a fail." We would not be

thought to insinuate that pride is an inseparable con-

comitant of greatness, or msolence, of a prosperous

condition. But the flattery of inferiors, and the con-

stant means of self- gratification, acting habitually on a

principle radically corrupt, have, v.ithout doubt, a

very dangerous tendancy to mislead tiie understand-

ing, and to corrupt the heart : adversity dispels the

illusion, and tells a man feelingly what he is. But
for the indisposition cf his son, the father might have

remained a slave to the world, and died a martyr

to the pride of life, and a stranger to the Saviour

of mankiml. Blessed is that dispensation, be it ever

so severe, which loosens a man from the things

of time, which empties him of self, which leads him
to God.
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The faith of this nobleman, as in every case, was
blendid v.'ith much infirmity. He reposed confidence

in the goodness of Christ, in the power of Christ to

heal the sick ; but he weakly imagined that this power
could operate only on the spot. Under this impres-

sion he travels from Capernaum to Cana in hope of

being able to persuade Jesus to accompany him to

the former city, and stand over the patient, and re-

buke the fever, and restore him to health : "he be-

sought him that he would come down, and heal his

son, for he was at the point of death." He urges the

importance of dispatch, lest death should interpose

and extinguish hope forever ; for his faith carried hiiu

no farther than to the brink of the grave, and there

gave up all for lost. It was meet that one who thought,

who felt, who acted so well, should be taught to think,

to feel, to act better. It was meet he should be
taught not to dictate to divine sovereignty, but to

adore, and submit to it; taught to enlarge his ideas

of the power and grace of the redeemer, as extend-

ing to universal space, and to every possible state of

things. This seems to be the only rational interpre-

tation which can be given of the apparent coldness of

the reception given him by our Lord. Instead of his

usual promptiiude to tly to the relief of distress, the

importunate and solicitous father meets, from the lips

of Christ, with a seemingly ungracious reflection

which had nearly chilled his heart. " Then «aid Je-

sus unto him, except ye see signs and wonders ye
will not believe." In his progress through Samaria
Christ had found greater faith than in Judea. The
Samaritans exacted no sign, expressed no suspicion,

insisted on no condition. i' Many more believed

because of his own zvoj'd, and said unto the wo-
man, now we believe, not because of thy saying

:

for we have heard him ourselves, and know that this

is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world.'' But
his countrymen of Galilee, though they had been
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witnesses of his miracles, were *' slow of heart to

believe." They demaMd farther evidence, and in the

true spirit of Thomas, one of the twelve, who, after

all the signs and wonders of which h'G had been a

spectator, resisted the clearest testimony ;
" Except

1 shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put
my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my
hand into his side, I will not believe." The noble-

man of Capernaum had probably expressed himself in

similar terms, and thereby incurred this reproof of

his incredulity, which seemed to convey a denial of

his suit.

Parental affection perseveres in following up his re-

quest. He tacitly admits the justice of Christ's cen-

sure, but waves discussion, and in the anguish of his

soul reiicws his supplication to him, to whom misery
never applied in vain :

*' Sir, come down ere my
child die." Where the heart is deeply interested the
*' words are few," but O how forcible ! The feelings

of a parent, are seen with approbation by the friend

of mankind, who knows what is in man, and to whom
Fiothing that affects humanity can be a matter of in-

difference. " Jesus saith unto him, Go thy w-ay
;

thy son liveth." That wotd, that one little word, has

in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, reached Ca-

pernaum, has expelled a mortal distemper, has reliev-

ed, a wretched fiuher from a pressure under which he

was sinking, and has inspired' him with a confidence

nevtr more to be shaken. He receives his son as one

alive from the dead, he Jearns to correct his false ideas

of the power of Christ, and to submit implicitly to

his decisions. " And the man believed the word that

Jesus had spoken unto»him, and he went his way.'*

The sequel unfolds an amiable, interesting and in-

structive view of domestic life. When the master

left his home to go in quest of relief to his child, the

servants of the family, some of them actually slaves,

entering into their lord's feelings, tend the sick bed of the
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ycuiig man with all the attention and solicitude of hum-
ble friends, not with the eyc-scrvice of mercenary or

compelled drudges. They observe every symptom' of

the disorder, they watch over every motion of the pa- •

tieat, they outrun his wants and wishes, they tremble

for the issue, they mark with transport the moment of

convalescence, and to spare the tender parent every

unnecessary pang of painful apprehension, instead of

waiting for his return, they send off a deputation of
their number, the instant that the fever came to a
crisis, to announce the welcome tidings to their be-

loved master. AV'hat honor does this reflect on all the

parties! Human life, consists of a reciprocation of
kind affections, expres'sions and actions, or their con-

traries. In vain does the unfeeling, insolent, tyran-

nical despot expect dutiful, cheerful, cordial attach-

ment and submission from domestics and dependants.

By failure in his own duty, he has set them the exam-
ple of harshness, want of sympathy, and disrespect.

The inferior almost always takes the tone from his

superior. If you see obsequious, faithful, diligent

servants, or attentive, dutiful, affectionate children,

rest assured that the master and mistress of the family,

that the parents of the children are wise, gentle and
good. Most families in the metropolis, especially

those of high rank, are uncomfortable, because mu-
tual attachment subsists not between the rulers and
the ruled. Ic is a mere intercourse of accommoda-
tion and interest, in which neither the heart nor con-

science hath any part. The paltry consideration of a

month's wages settles the account on either side. In

the remoter parts of the kingdom, the relation of mas-
ter and servant is a tacit compact of unlimited dura-

tion. The servant is adopted into the family, and
looks up to the heads of it w ith filial respect, grati-

tude arid cnnfidence. No separate interest, no di-

vided or contradictory views and pursuits disturb do-

mestic tranquillity. The family of this nobleman was
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not far from the kingdom of God, for the spirit of

love was its governing principle, and God is love.
" iVnd as he was now going down, his servants met
him, and told him, saying, thy son liveth. Then
inquired he of them the hour when he began to

amend. And they said unto him, yesterday at the

seventh hour the fever left him."
One of our highest mental pleasures consists in

comparing object with object, in order to discover

coincidence, similitude, difference or contrast. Tliis

p easure must have been enjoyed in singular purity

on this joyful occasion. The distance of the two
cities was well known. It enjployed a whole day,

and tlic exertions of a man of rank and fortune, fur-

nished with all the means of expeditious travelling,

and under the stimulus of paternal affection, to go
from Capernaum to Cana. How pleasant was it to

compare that distance, and the usual rate of journey-

ing, with the inconceivably rapid transition of the

word of Christ ! what a contrast ! Here then was a

demonstration of the controuling power of Christ over

space ; it was not needful that he should go up or

come down, that he should be on the same spot

wnh the object of his beneficence, for the purpose

of effecting a cure. The divine attribute of omni-

presence ^vas accordingly displayed. The measure-

ments of time arc equally well known and understood

;

and there was a peculiarly powerful motive on both

sides to mark the precise moment. Here an oppor-

tunity was afforded of instituting a second compari-

son, and lo, what a coincidence between the time of

the father's observation and that of the servants, that

is, when Jesus spake the word to the one, and when
the others perceived a sensible change to the better,

in their young master's health ! If ever the relation

of cause and effect existed, it was in this case. And
here was a display of another divine attribute, time

as well as space subdued to the will c>f him who fil-
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leth all space ; whose existence was before time be-

gan to flow, and runneth through the whole extent of
its duration ; with whom a thousand years are as one
day, and one day as a thousand years ; who measureth
the lapse of moments and of ages by a standard un-

alterable as the ordinances of heaven, and by a stand-

ard still more intelHgible, sensible, intere:.ting and en-

dearing, uninterrupted, unwearied acts of loving kind
ness and tender mercies."

It would be ungenerous and unjust to ascribe the

nobleman's minuteness of inquiry to doubt, or slow-

ness of belief, for the history expressly saith, " the

man believed the word that Jesus had spoken unto him,

and went his way," confiding entirely in the truth and
faithfulness of that word, long before the evidence of
it met him on the road. But that Jesus in whom he
trusted, graciously gave him this confirmation of his

faith, that he might feel the solidity of the rock on
which all his hope rested. Faith is faith though but

as a grain of mustard-seed ; for that grain contains an
immortal germ, pregnant with all the beauty and rich-

ness of a future harvest. The apostles themselves

were sometimes weak, at other times strong in the

faith ; sensible of this they prayed unto the Lord that

he would " increase" it. The principle is sound, it

is vital : it may lie dormant, it may suffer depression,

but it cannot expire. " So the father knew that it was
at the same hour in the which Jesus said unto him,

thy son liveth ; and himself believed, and his whole
house."
The miracles of Christ always look farther than

to their immediate object. Application is made for

the removal of a bodily infirmity ; the diseases of the

mind are at the sartie time reached by the healing

power of the redeemer, and the spectators are made
sensible of a divine energy. The blind man comes
in hope of having his sight restored, he goes away

TOL. IV. 2 (^
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seeing, and with the unspeakably greater blessing,

the eyes of his understanding opened. Behold that

helpless paralytic, " borne of four," stretched mo-
tionless on l)is couch. At the word of Christ he re-

covers strength, arises, takes up his bed, goes forth

before them a]!, and departs to his house, not only
with a body every whit whole, but with a soul reliev-

ed from the dreadful pressure of the guilt of sin^
*' Jesus said unto the sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins

be forgiven thee." Mark these ten lepers, outcasts

from society, loathsome to themselves, an abomination
to others, laboring under a malady which medicine
could not reach ; tdey stand afar off, they lift up their

voices, they cry for mercy. As they went, at the
command of Chiist, to shew themselves to the priests,

they were cleansed. To nine of the ten it proved a
mere temporary relief, a corporal purgation ; the fatal

leprosy of sin remained to defile the conscience. To
the tenth, a stran;^cr, a Samaritan, it proved at once
the cure of bodily disease and of mental pollution

:

" and one of them, when he saw that he was healed,

turned back, and with a loud voice glorified God, and
fell down on his face at his feet, giving him thanks :

and he was a Samaritan. And Jesus answering, said,

w ere theie not ten cleansed ? but where are the nine ?

There are not found that returned to give glory to God,
save this stranger. And he said unto him, arise, go
thy way ; thy faith hath made thee whole."

Illustrious to the same purpose is the history of

miracle under review^ The nearer and more imme-
diate object is a sick child at Capernaum, restored in-

stantaneously from threatening indisposition to perfect

soundness. But consider how many momentous cir-

cumstances are involved in that one object. The fa-

ther was a person of the very first distinction, connect-

ed with the higher powers of this world, at the head
of a numerous and well ordered household, a man of

urbanity, understandingund address. Converted him-



SECT. XXI, JESUS CHRIST. 315

self to the faith of the gospel, behold him disposed to

employ the whole weight of his influence, of his au-

thority, of his example, in promoting the cause which

he himself had from conviction embraced. Incalcu-

lable is the effect which one man of character, talents

and virtue may produce in a court, a city, a kingdom,
a world. No one can be solitarily either good or wick-

ed. The contagion whether of virtue or vice is quickly

caught and communicated, with this difference, that

in the one case there is a repulsive faculty that guards

the system against admission of the gracious principle,

and which therefore needs to be corrected, whereas in

the other there is a predisposition to absorb the poison,

which it requires no common skill and attention to pre-

vent. Whatever might be the more remote, or more
extensive influence of this good man^s faith and piety,

the evangelist informs us that it embraced at least the

whole of his own family :
" and himself believed and

his whole house.'* Here was another province, by a

strong handj rent from the empire of Satan and added
to the kingdom of the Messiah ;

" for he must reign

till he hath put all his enemies under hk feet."

We conclude with a few practical reflections sug-

gested by this portion of our blessed Lord's history.

1. Events, to our apprehension, casual, ordinary,

merely things of course, are, in the purpose of the

Eternal Mind, order, connection, mutual dependence.

Our eyes are too feeble to discern how delicately

fine the hinges are on which the mighty machinery
of heaven moves. The enterprizes of man exhibit

the noise and bustle of preparation, and violence of

exertion, and lo, they come to nothing ; they com*
mence in a blaze, and presently issue in smoke. The
designs of the Most High have, from imperceptible

beginnings, made a silent, unnoticed progress, and
have acquired strength irresistible before attention was
excited ; they issue from a dark cloud, and advance
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^vith growing lustre unto the perfect day. What
more conimon than sickness in a numerous family ?

Uniform health, not occasional disease, is the wonder.
The malady of a beloved child spreads a sable veil

over an honorable house ; it threatens to embitter the

future days of snrvivors ; the hand of death is lifted

up to strike the decisive blow. It is a critical mo-
ment. The Lord gi\es the word. The child lives,

the parent believes, the whole house is converted unto

the Lord, an impression favorable to Christianity is

made on the public mind, the dominion of grace is

extended, and the kingdom of glory opens to view.

From such a hidden source, inaccessible as that of

the Nile, issues the majestic river destined to adorn

and fertilize distant regions and the nations which in-

habit them. This day salvation came to the house

of that nobleman. It wore a lowering aspect, but it

brightened as it went.

2. Mark the impartial regards of the great Lord of

all to his creatures* of every order and condition.

With some men there is a strong prejudice in favor

of nobility Snd affluence, as if they implied greatness,

generosity, capacity. Others are actuated by a pre-

judice equally violent and unreasonable against them.

Wisdom says, look to the man, and not to his cir-

cumstances. Goodness is the object of commenda-
tion and esteem, whether in the high or the low, the

rich or the poor ; and vice is odious whatever be the

condition of life. A righteous judge considereth the

cause, not the rank aiid character of the parties.

And lest there should be an improper bias to the

side of poverty, as there sometimes is to the side of

•wealth, the law very wisely throws in this caution :

" Neither shalt thou countenance a poor man in his

cause." Our Lord sets the example of this impar-

tiality. Noblity could be no recommendation to his

favor,' neither was it any bar in the way. The dis-
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tress, the importunity, the parental affection of the

man moved his compassion, the current of which
could not be impeded by the consideration of his be-

ing a courtier. It is a melancholy reflection, '* that

not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty,

not many noble are called ;'' but it is pleasing to re-

flect that the rule is not absolute and universal. The
history of the christian church and the state of the

world at this day, exhibit many glorious instances of
the triumph of divine grace over the fascination of
high rank, the deceitfulness of riches, and the pride

of life. As such persons had more to combat and to

overcome than others, the combat and the conquest

redound the more to the glory of God, in whose
strength they overcome.

3. We have before us an example of high moral
virtue, existing without a principle of saving faith.

This nobleman adorned his exalted station by quali-

ties estimable in whatever rank. He ruled well his

own house. He was an aflfectionate parent, and a kind
master. And when we behold a man fulfilling the

duties of one relation reputably to himself and use-

fully to others, we are bound in charity to believe,

that he acts worthily in die other relations of life.

When an instance of this kind presents itself, it ex-
cites regret that such a one though *' not far from the

kingdom of God," should nevertheless come short.

It is a religion that confers digftity on high birth, and
that gives energy to virtue. If then this man were
respectable and exemplary by his virtuous conduct,
how much more so is he, when foith is added to vir-

tue, now that a divine principle sanctifies, animates,
ennobles every action, and renders ordinary employ-
ments not only a reasonable but a religious service.

Morality, then, muy exist without religion, but there

can be no religion without morality. " Faith, if it

Lath not works is dead, being alone:" "for as the
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body without the spirit is dead, so faith without
works is dead also." If in* his mere civil and moral
capacity the nobleman of Capernaum administered his

affairs so wisely and so well, what must have beeit-

the ardor of natural affection, his discretion in the

management of his household, the propriety of his
personal deportment, now that his understanding is

illuminated, and his heart warmed, and the path of
his feet guided, by the sacred flame of religion ! now
that " the grace of God, that bringeth salvation had
appeared to him, teaching" him, as it does all its

subjects, " that denying ungodliness and worldly
lust, we should live soberly, righteously and godly,
in this present world ; looking for that blessed hope,

and the glorious appearing of the great God our Sa-^

viour Jesus Christ; who gave himself for us, that

he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto
himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works."

4. Do we feel parental solicitude about the bodily
health, and the mental improvement, and the worldly
prosperity of our children ? What then ought to be
the fervor of our spirits at a throne of grace, to ob-

tain for them an interest in the favor of God, the

knowledge that maketh wise unto salvation, the spirit

of sanctification, a right to " an inheritance incor-

ruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away?"
From their relation to us they derive pollution, guilt,

condemnation and death ; and shall not we be stimu-
lated to repair the injury we have done them ; and,

by nurture, by example, by prayer and supplication,

become the instruments of making them " partakers

of the divine nature," and of raising them to the

rank of " heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ."

Woe unto them, and unto us, unless they are adopt-

ed into a nobler family, and exalted to higher pri-

vileges, than those to which the birth of nature en-

titles them ; and unless they " receive the Spirit of
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adoption, whereby they may cry, Abba, Father."

What will it be to present ourselves, at length, and
our offspring, whether after the flesh, or after the spi-

rit, or both in one, with joy unspeakable and full of
glory, saying, " Behold, I, and the children which
God hath given me !" Let this prospect direct our
wishes, dictate our prayers, animate our exertions,

till, with Israel, we have power with God and with
men, and prevail.

5^ Finally, In the presence of that God with whom
we have to do, and of Jesus, " who is God over

all, and blesstd forever," all space shrinks into a
span, all duration into a moment. *' Am I a God
at hand, saith the Lord, and not a God afar off?

Do not I fill heaven and earth, saith the Lord ?" Rea-
lize that awful omnipresence as a guard upon the

heart, upon the tongue, upon the life ; as a ground
of hope and a source of joy in every dark and trying

hour. ** God is a very present help in trouble."
*' Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of

deiith I will fear no evil ; for thou art with me

;

thy rod and thy staff they comfort me." He is

faithful who hath promised, to his Israel whom he
hath created, whom he hath formed, whom he hath

redeemed, whom he hath called by name, *' When
thou passest through the waters, I will be with
thee ; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow

thee ; when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt

not be burnt ; neither shall the flame kindle upon
thee." Are " a thousand years in his sight but as

yesterday, when it is past, and as a watch in the

night?'* And do " we spend our years as a tale that

is told ?" " See then that ye walk circumspectly,

not as fools, but as wise, redeeming the time, be-

cause the days are evil." There is no commodity
which men trifle with so sadly, when they have it at

command, as time; and no one the loss of which
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they so bitterly deplore, when it is in their power
no longer. Account every instant critical and de-

cisive, for undoubtedly many are so. Remember
that ye are the disciples of him who saith of him-
self; " I must work the work of him that sent me
while it is day : the night cometh, when no man can
work."
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And tchen Jesus was entered into Capernaum, there

came unto him a centurion, beseeching him, and
saying, Lord my servant lieth at home sick of the

palsy, grievously tormented, and Jesus saith unto

him, I tvill come and heal him. The centurion

anszvered and said, Lord, I am not worthy that

thou shouldest come under my roof: But speak the

zvord only, and my servant shall be healed. For I
am a man under authority, having soldiei^s under

me, and J say to this man, go, and he goeth, and
to another, come and he cometh j and to my servant,

do this, and he doeth it. When Jesus heard it he

marvelled, and said to them that followed, verily I
say unto you, J have not found so great faith,- no

not in Israel. And I say unto you, that many shall

come from the east and west, and shall sit dozvn

zvith Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the king-

dom of heaven : but the children of the kingdom
shall be cast out into outer darkness : there shall be

iveepi?ig and gnashing of teeth. And Jesus said

unto the centurion, go thy way, and as thou hast

believed, so be it done unto thee. A?id his servant

was healed in the self-same hour. ...Now zvhen he

had ended all his sayings in the audiejice of the peo.-

pie, he entered into Capernaum. And a certain

centurion''s servant, zvho was dear unto him, zvas

sick, and ready to die. And when he heard of Je-

sus, he sent unto him the elders of the Jews, be-

seedling him that he zvould come and heal his ser-

VOL. IV. 2 Pv
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vant. And zvhai Iheij came to JesuSy they besought
him instantlx), saijing, that he ivas ivorthiifor whom,
he should do this : for he Loveth our nation^ and he
hath built us a sijjiagogue. Then Jesus zvent with
them. And ivhen he was now not far from the
house, the centurion sent friends to hijn, saying
unto him. Lord, trouble not thyself; for I am not

loorthy that thou shouldest enter under my roof

:

wherefore neither thought I myself worthy to come
unto thee : but say in a ivord, and my servant shall

be healed. For I also am a man set under autho-

rity, having under me soldiers ; and I say unto
one go, and he goeih : and to another, come, and
he Cometh ; and to my servant, do this, and he do-

eth it. When Jesus heard these things he mar-
velled at him, and turned him about, and said

unto the people that followed him, I say tuitoyou^

I have not found so great faith, no not in Israel,

And they that were sent returning to the house,

found the servant zvhole that had been sick. ...Mat,
viii. 5... 12, and Luke vii. 1...10.

THE various orders of men which exist in society

are a demonstration that society is in a very im-
perfect and corrupt state. Restore everlasting and
universal peace to a troubled world, and the profession

of a soldier is at an end. There were then no " bat-

tle of the warrior with confused noise, and garments

rolled in blood." AVhile injustice, violence and cru-

elty are in the world, there must be tribunals, and
prisons and scaffolds. The ravages of disease, and
the thousand accidents to which human life is exposed,

render necessary the interposition of the healing art.

When the time of the restitution of all things shall

come the office of public instructor shall cease. " They
shall not teach every man his neighbor, and every

man his brother, saying, know the Lord ; for all

shall know me, from the least to the greatest."
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To this blessed consummation we are cncourag*

ed to look forward, when the spirit of love shall

absorb the flame of discord, and make the sword
drop from the hand of the man of war ; when the

courts shall be shut and the prison-doors thrown open,

because fraud and violence are no more ; when, in

the beautiful!}' figurative language of the prophet,
** The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the

leopard shall lie down with the kid ; and the calf, and
the young lion, and the fading together, and a little

child shall lead them. And the cow and the bear

shall feed ; their young ones shall lie down together :

and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. And the

sacking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and
the weaned child shall put his hand on the cocka-

trice den. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my
holy mountain : for the earth shall be full of the know-
ledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea."

Certain professions, it has been alledged, have in

their very nature a corruptive quality. Tiiat of the

military man is supposed to be of this number. The
vulgar associate with it the ideas of insolence, fero-

city, licentiousness, and of other hateful qualities.

Like every other general censure, this too must be
taken with many grains of allowance, and candor
must admit that there are excellent men of every
profession ; and, in the case of illustrious exceptions
from the generality of the stigmatized orders, higher
praise is undoubtedly due to those who have the
courage to resist, and strength to overcome the temp-
tations to which their manner of life, and the very
means of earning their subsistence expose them, tiian

to persons who had no such difficulties to encounter.
Of this description are the nobleman, and the Roman
centurion of Capernaum. The h.istory of the former,
as far as connected v/ith that of our blessed Lord, was
the subject of the last lecture, that of the latter is now
to be the ground of our meditation. The two person-
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ages present a striking resemblance to each other, in

their personal character, in their condition of life, in

the circumstances which brought them acquainted

with the Saviour of the world. They dwelt in the

same city, perhaps in habits of intimacy, for the good
naturally attract and associate with the good ; the one
a courtier, the other an officer of very considerable

rank ; both, men of humanity, of gentle manners, of

amiable, of noble deportment ; the one a suppliant in

behalf of a darling child, laboring under an attack of

the fever, the other in behalf of a favorite servant,

attacked by a violent paralytic affection ; both success-

ful in their application, and both deeply impressed

with the character of their great benefactor. With so

many marks of resemblance, the two little histories

display a lovely, affecting and instructive variety,

tending to imfold the various shades of the human
mind, in the changing scenes of human life, and equal-

ly tending to illustrate the grace and power of Christ,

ever ready to meet every case, adapted alike to the

relief of the bodits and of the souis of men.
The person who applied to Jesus Christ on this oc-

casion was a centurion, that is, as the word imports,

an officer in the Roman army who had a hundred

men under his command. It corresponded nearly to

the rank of captain in our military establishment.

Judea Mas at this time a conquered province, in sub-

jection to the authority of a Roman g(^vernor, and

kept in awe by Roman soldiery. The Jews vainly

boasted that they were '' Abraham's seed, and were

never in bondage to any man :" vvUereas it was noto-

rious to the whole world that from the days of Egyp-
tian bondage, down to the despotism of Tiberius

C^sar, their intervals of liberty had been few, tran-

sient and interrupted? and at that very moment they

were murmuring under the pressure of a galling yoke,

imposed on their neck, and kept there, by the strong

hand of power ; and Jesus Christ convicts them of
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being in subjection to a yoke still more galling and

disgraceful :
" whosoever committeth sin is the ser-

vant of sin." But such are the self-delusions which

men practise. Every Roman soldier who was seen,

every Roman coin that circulated through the land

demonstrated that they were not a free people. In-

deed they were not worthy to be so, for they never

enjoyed liberty without abusing it. Happy was it for

the district of Capernaum to be under a government
so mild and moderate as that of this good centurion.

The two evangelists who have recorded this fact,

differ in some circumstances of their narration. In

reading St. Matthew's account we are led to suppose
that the centurion made personal application to Christ,

for the cure of his servant, whereas in the more cir-

cumstantial account of the transaction, transmitted to

us by St. Luke, we find that the application was made
in the first instance, through the medium of *' the

elders of the Jews." But there is no real difference

between the two historians. It was a maxim among
the Jews, " a man's proxy is the man himself,'' and
it is still a rule among civilians, " What we do by
another we are adjudged to have done ourselves."

In a process of law, a party is said to come into court,

and to have made such representation, though he ap-

peared only by his counsel or solicitor. Thus Jethro

came to Moses first by a messenger, with these words
in his mouth ;

" I thy father-in-law Jethro am come
unto thee, and thy wife, and her two children." On
receiving this message, Moses went out to enjoy a
personal interview with his family. Thus Solomon
sent ambassadors to Hiram, who were to address him
not in the plural number, but in the first person singu-

lar, as if Solomon himself had spoken the words face

to face ;
" behold, I purpose to build an house unio

the name of the Lord my God;'' and Hiram fairly

considers himself as " hearing the words of Solomon.'*

Thus the two sons of Zebedee came to Christ, with
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a petition, through the medium of their mother ; and
thus John Baptist, now shut up in a prison, addressed

himself to Jesus by two of his disciples, saying,.

*' Art thou he that should come, or do we look for

another." Matthew, in conformity to this mode of

speech and thought, represents the centurion as com-

ing in person to Christ, though at first, through mo-
desty and humility, he thought proper to employ the

intercession of others.

We have here a singularly pleasant opening into a

good mind. This man was accustomed to command,,

not to supplicate, to dictate not to bend. But such

is his veneration for the person and character of

Christ, that he is awed at the thought of appearing in

his presence ; instead of resorting to the exercise of

authority, he has recourse to entreaty, and hopes from

the interposition of men better than himself what he

dared not to ask on his own account. Does this bring

his courage under suspicion ? Is it likely that such a

man would turn his back in the day of battle ? No,
surely. It is the coward that struts, and boasts, and

threatens ; the truly brave are modest, gentle and un-

assuming; they speak by their actions, not by high

swelling words of vanity. And yet this centurion had

more than one plea of merit to advance. He had

borne his faculties most meekly in his great office.

He had not oppressed, he had not been guilty of ex-

tortion ; and even this negative virtue merits some
degree of commendation. On the contrary he che-

rished, encouraged, protected the people whom he

^vas sent to rule. Instead of restricting their religious

liberty, or permitting their worship to be disturbed,

he liberally contributed toward the maintenance of

public worship, and most probably assisted at it. In

a word, he was a public blessing. Alen generally

set the full value on the good actions which they per-

form, and are frequently at pains to make an ostenta-

tious display of them. He puts in no claim, exacts
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no acknowledgment, expects no return. The elders

or" the Jews fL:el themselves so much the more called

iipon to celebrate his good qualities, and to enumerate

his benefits. " They came to Jesus and besought him
instantly, saying, that he was worthy for whom he

should do this ; for he loveih our nation, and he hath

built us a synagogue." If indeed he had become a

proselyte to the Jewish religion, that is, a worshipper

of the one living and true God, as, from the whole
history taken together, there is little reason to doubt, a

still higher degree of respectability attaches to his cha-

racter. What obstacles had he not to surmount, what
prejudices to overcome ! The prejudice of education

in the religion of polytheism, or a plurality of Gods ;

ths prejudice of profession, which sometimes makes it

a point of honor to be of no religion, sometimes to ad-

here to the first adopted; political prejudice, which
would have tied him down to the religion of the impe-

rial court, the source of all civil and military prefer-

ment ; and more than all these, he had to encounter

the formidable laugh of the world, the raillery of his

fellow officers, the sneer of whitlings. The courage

tliat could meet and overcome such discouragements

is indeed the courage of a hero.

It is now time to inquire into the object of this cir-

cuitous expostulation. What point is to be carried ?

what interest is at stake to warrant such earnestness

and importunity ? a servant sick of the palsy, and
ready to die. The word translated servant^ through

the whole of St. Matthew's narration, signifies boy^ a

term of ambiguous meaning, being employed to de-

note either child or servant, and it determines the age

only, not the quality of the patient. But the Greek
word used by St. Luke, except in one clause, is of

unequivocal import, and indeed reduces the young
man's condition lower than that of servant, for it means
slave, and expresses the lowest condition of human
wretchedness. This young person might have been



328 HISTORY OF LECT. XXt.

cither a prisoner of war, or purchased with money

;

and slaves of both descriptions were frequently en-

dowed with rare accomplishments. As Providence
permitted the boy to sink into this degraded state, it

was some compensation, that he fell into the hands of a

kind and affectionate master, a man of principle, a

man of humanity. Where is now the ferociousness,

the insensibility, the indifference of the soldier ? All

melts into sympathy with distress, and into a sense of

mutual obligation. Thus it is that the God who made
lis, who " knoweth our frame, and who remembereth
that we are dust," balances evil with good, and either

finds a way to escape, or administers strength to sup-

port the calamity. Thus necessary to each other are

the members in both the social and the natural body.
" If the foot shall say, because 1 am not the hand, I

am not of the body ; is it therefore not of the body ?

And if the ear shall say, because I am not the eye, I

am not of the body ; is it therefore not of the body ?"
** And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need
of thee ; nor again the head to the feet, I have no need
of you."
The case of the little slave was dangerous if not des-

perate. The palsy is a partial death of the limbs af-

fected. Here it was a privation of motion, while acute

sensibility remained, he was *' grievously tormented ;"

and this combination of pain and interrupted circula-

tion threatened approaching dissolution. But the

maxim is excellent both in medicine and morals :

" While there is life there is hope," and religion ad-

vances a step farther, and says, *' Even in death there

is hope." Many a promising case has been lost

through impatience and despair. Till Providence has

decided, man is bound to persevere in the use of

means. It is evident that the centurion expected

every thing from the sovereign power, and not from
the personal presence of Christ ; and herein his faith

soared much higher than that of the nobleman, who
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bad no idea of a cure effected at a distance from the

object. But how shall we account for the cold, repul-

sive reception given to the personal solicitation of the

nobleman ;
" except ye see signs and wonders, ye will

not believe;" and for the frank and cheerful compli-

ance with the centurion's message, " I will come and
heal him ?" Jesus will have his sovereignty felt and
acknowledged in all things. Humility and self-abase-

ment are the most powerful claims of a suppliant, and
the sublimer faith has the superior power with God
and prevails.

Instead of being transported with joy at the thought

of this proffered visit, the centurion shrinks from the

approach of Christ. A sense of guilt and unworthiness

stares him in the face. The presence of a personage

so pure, so exalted, he feels himself unable to support,

and deputes other friends to meet Jesus, to renew his

suit, but to deprecate the degradation of his dignified

character, b)"^ conversing with one so mean as himself,

and by coming under a roof so unworthy to receive

such a guest. Finding however that Jesus drew nigher

and nigher, he at length assumes resolution, and goes

forth himself to meet him, with a heart overwhelmed,
overflowing, and a mouth filled with arguments. Ne-
ver did imagination conceive, never did heart feel, ne-

ver did tongue express a strain of reasoning more for-

cible, more affecting, more sublime. *' The centurion

answered and said, Lord, I am not worthy that thou

shouldest come under my roof: but speak the word
only, and my servant shall be healed. For I am a man
under authority, having soldiers under me, and I say to

this man, go, and he goeth, and to another come, and
he Cometh ; and to my servant, do this, and he doeth

it." The knowledge which he had of his own profes-

sion is the foundation of his argument. In a m.ilitary

establishment, all must be cheerful subordination and
prompt obedience. He himself was at once under au-

VOL. IV. 2 s
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thority, and in authority. He had not the idea of dis-

puting the commands of his superior, and he knew that

his word, that his nod was a law to his inferiors. Un-
der this notion of mihtary discipline he contemplates

the supreme authority of Christ as extending to ail per-

sons, elements and events. His own orders were
obeyed, though his person were at a distance and un-

seen. What then should retard the execution of a will

which all the powers of nature are unable to resist ?
*' Speak the word only, and my servant shall be

healed."
*' When Jesus heard it, he marvelled," not as an

ordinary man wonders at something new, striking and
uncommon. He knew what w-as in man. The mar-

vellous fliilh which he graciously pleased to approve

and to reward was the operation of his own spirit ; but

he holds it up as a matter of wonder to all who were
present, and as a subject of reproof to those of the

house of Israel, who, with all their superior advanta-

ges, possessing as they did, " the adoption, and the

glory, and the covenants, -and the giving of the law,

and the service of God, and the promises ; and of

whom, as concerning the flesh, Christ came :" never-

theless received their promised, their expected Mes-
siah coldly, doubtingly, reluctantly ; and at length

utterly rejected him, and put him to death. This
leads our blessed Lord to unfold the approaching ad-

mission of the Gentile nations into the church of God,
by believing and embracing his gospel, and the rejec-

ion of the posterity of Abraham after the flesh, because

of their unbelief: " And I say unto you, that many
shall come from the east, and west, and shall sit down
wdth Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom
of heaven : But the children of the kingdom shall be
cast out into outer darkness : there shall be weeping
and gnashing of teeth." Jesus delivers this all-impor-

tant doctrine under the solemnity of an "I say unto
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you ;" " mark me well ; my words are true and faith-

ful, they are serious and interesting, they concern eve-

ry one among you, they shall all have their accom-.

plishment." The assembly to whom this was address-

ed, consisted of a great variety of persons. It was.

composed of the elders of the Jews, who had come to

intercede in behalf of their benefactor, and who were
waiting the issue ; of the centurion himself, originall}'-

a Gentile and an idolater ; of the friends whom he had
dispatched to meet Jesus, who were likevvise in all pro-

bability, Roman soldiers, and of course heathens and
idolaters ; and of a niixed multitude who followed

Christ wherever he went. The highest privilege

which proselyted Gentiles could obtain from Jewish

bigotry was permission to worship the true God in the

outer court of the temple, which ' was appropriated to

them, and called by their name. To them how grate-

ful must have been the intimation of being made par-

takers of all the privileges of the sons of God ! of ris-

ing to their full and equal rank in the great family of

the common Father of all, of being admitted into the

society, and of enjoying the felicity of the venerable

founders of the Jewish church, a branch only of "the
general assembly and church of the first-born, which
are written in heaven !" The precious faith which
exalted the patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob to

a place in the kingdom of God, was to be diffused in

every direction, and to raise men " of all nations, and
kindreds, and people, and tongues," to the "inherit-

ance of a kingdom prepared," for all the faithful,

" from the foundation of the world.'' The Jews, on
the other hand, valued themselves on their exclusive

privileges. They scorned to have any dealings with

even their neighbours and brethren the Sansaritans.

They held themselves contaminated by coming into

contact with the impure heathen ; they appropriated

to themselves a right to the favor of God. To per-
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sons labouring under such prejudices, which had been
instilled into them with their mothers' milk, what an
awful denunciation was it, that not only should the

Gentile nations be received within the pale of the

church, but received to their own exclusion ? " Be-
hold," exclaims the apostle, in contemplating this very-

object, "Behold the goodness and severity of God."
" Of a truth we perceive that God is no respecter of

persons: but in every nation he that feareth him, and
worketh righteousness, is accepted with him." But
the singular imagery, and the very language by which
this view of the redeemer's kingdom is conveyed, de-

serve a particular consideration. May they be deeply

impressed upon our hearts and minds.
" Many, shall come," says Christ, as he surveyed

the gradual progress, and the unlimited extent of his

empire. The narrow spirit of Judaism is not peculiar

to that people. Jt seems to be a general character of
human nature. Abraham and Lot were under the

necessity of separating, because " the land was not

able to bear them, that they might dwell together."

How often has a well of water kindled a flame

among brethren ! Whence come pride and envy ?

whence come fraud and cunning ? whence come
wars and fightings '? whence come monopolies and ex
elusions, but from the selfishness of an individual*

or of a few, to appropriate to themselves what be-,

longs to many ? Were the operation of this spirit

confined to the things of time, it might be accounted

for. The desires of the human mind are unbound-

ed, and the objects of pursuit are few and small.

What another acquires seems to be so much taken

away from me. Though in truth there is provision

sufficiently ample for all ; bread enough and to spare,

room enough and to spare, were the real wants and

the reasonable wishes of nature to settle the distri-

bution. But that the kingdom of heaven should be
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subjected to a monopoly ; that its keys should be

seized by the bold hand of an usurping individual or

of an arrogant party, would exceed belief, did not

the history even of the christian church establish the

fact. The disciples of Christ themselves brought

into his school all the contracted ness of their Jewish

education. Even the mild and affectionate John was
tainted with it. " Master," said he, " we saw one

casting out devils in thy name : and we forbade him,

because he foUoweth not with us." They are for

calling down fire from heaven to consume a whole

village of Samaritans, in resentment of a mere piece

of inciviUty. They must have the highest places

when their master should come to the throne. The
kingdom must be restored to Israel, whatever might
become of the rest of the world. This spirit, though
frequently and severely reprobated by their benevo-

lent master, has unhappily been transmitted, and
mutual anathemas and excommunications have been
thundered by furious sectaries, who have one after

another desolated the earth, to secure to themselves

the undivided possession of a heaven which they are

incapable of enjoying. If the Saviour of men says,
*' many shall come," who dares to limit the holy One
of Israel, and to say, ''''few shall be saved ?"

" Many shall come from the east and west.''^ The
other two cardinal points are specified in a correspond-

ing passage of the gospel according to St. Luke, chap,

xiii. 29. The import of the expression is obvious.

It denotes the attractive influence of Christianity over

men of every region under heaven, and the universal

paternal care and love of Him M'ho " hath made of
one blood all nations of men, for to dwell on all the

face of the earth." The day of Pentecost exhibited

the first-fruits of this glorious harvest. When the

apostles, " filled with the Holy Ghost, spake with

other tongues as the spirit gave them utterance,'*
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*' there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout
men, out of every nation under heaven. • Now, when
this was noised abroad, the multitude came together,

and were confounded, because that every man heard

them speak in his own language. And they were
all amazed, and marvelled, saying one to another,

behold, are not all these which speak Galileans?

and how hear we every man in our own tongue,

wherein we were born ? Parthians, and Medes, and
Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in

Judea, and Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia, Phry-
gia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of
JLibya about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome. Jews
and proselytes.''...." and the same day there was ad-

ded unto them about three thousand souls." Since

that period what have been the triumphs of the Prince

of Peace ! What myriads are now prostrate before

Him who sitteth upon the throne, and before the Lamb,
adoring the wonders of redeeming grace, looking,

with angels, into the great mystery of godliness, if

haply they *' may be able to comprehend with all

saints, what is the breadth, and length, and depth,

and height ; and to know the love of Christ, which
passeth knowledge!'' And what still more glorious

triumphs remain to be displayed, when " the Jithiess

of the Gentiles shall be come in, and all Israel shall

be saved," nhen " great voices in heaven" shall say
*' The kingdom of this world are become the king-

doms of our Lord, and of his Christ ; and he shall

reign forever and ever !"

The multitudes who shall flock to the Saviour, as

doves to their windows, from the east and from the

west, from the south and from the north, as they are

partakers of the faith of the patriarchs, so they shall

at length be made partakers of their joy ;
" they shall

sit down with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the king-

dom of God.'* What an assemblage of delicious
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images ! What prospects has the gospel opened to the

children of men ! Those travellers into a far country-

have, returned to their Father's house. They pursued
various tracks, but all led homeward. Thev were
Strangers to each other in a strange land, but the

prevailing family likeness now lets them see that they

are brothers. They sometimes fell out by the way,

but now there is perfect love. They had heard of

the names of their venerable ancestors and respectable

kindred, now they see, and know, and rejoice in

them. Their pilgrimage is ended, their " warfare is

accomplished."

"They shall sit do.vn." They were laid in the

grave, they fell asleep, they saw corruption. Now
they are children of the resurrection; refreshed by
the sleep of death, tliey have acquired immortal vigor,

they have put on incorruption. Sitting is the posture

assumed for the enjoyment of social intercourse, and
that is the idea here conveyed. The family is assem^

bled, the banquet is prepared, perfect harmony reigns.

When men return to the bosom of their friends from
tedious and painful journeys, from perilous voyages,

from destructive warfare, affection suggests many an
inquiry, many a communication. Alas, how often do
we fondly anticipate the communications of distant

friends who are never to return ! But of the expected

guests, of the innumerable company invited to " the

marriage of the Lamb," not one shall be missing, no
bitter recollection shall intrude, no painful apprehen-

sion shall arise. And with what subjects of conversa-

tion are they eternally supplied ! With what enlarged

views of those subjects do they discourse ! The glories

of nature are contemplated with new eyes, and excite

emotions before unfelt. The mystery of Providence,

once so intricate and inscrutable, is unravelled : the

mighty plan, the minute parts, the universal and the

individual interest are found in perfect unison. The
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wonders of redeeming love, intermingling Avith the

glories of creation and the mystery of Providence,

communicating to them all their beauty, all their im-

portance. What a theme for the whole company of

the redeemed, for interchange of personal experience,

for mutual congratulation and delight ! What exalted

employment, what inexhaustible source of joy for the

endless days of eternity !

" They shall sit down with AbraJiam, and Isaac,

and Jacoh.'^'' There is a natural desire in man to be in

the company of the eminently great, and wise, and

good. But this desrie is tempered by a consciousness

of our own inferiority. AVe shrink from the penetrat-

ing eye of wisdom, we feel " how awful goodness is,"

we blush inwardly at the thought of our own littleness.

But those in -gathered outcasts from the east and west

feel no uneasy apprehensions on being introduced to

society so dignified, for "there is no fear in love."

They indeed feel their inferiority, but it excites no

mortification. They are in their proper place, and

they have their proper measure of glory. While time

was they pronounced these venerable names with awe,

they accounted those persons happy who could claim

kindred to men so highly distinguished, admission to

the court of the Gentiles terminated their ambition,

birth had excluded them forever from the common-
wealth of Israel. Now they find that they are the real

posterity of Abraham, " born, not of blood, nor of the

will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.'»

If any man hath not the spirit of Abraham, he is none
of his. By the spirit they are related to the father of

the faithful, and he joyfully acknowledges them as his

children, and heirs with him of the promises.
" They shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac,

and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven.^^ This implies

a participation of all the privileges of saints on earth,

communion and fellowship with one another, as mem-
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bers together of that body whereof Christ is the head,

and joint " fellowship with the Father, and with the

son Jesus Christ.'' Such is tlie kingdom of God in

this world, and such the preparation for the inheritance

of saints in light, for the kingdom which cannot be

moved. Let us not presume to '* darken counsel by
words without knowledge." Let us not presume to

draw aside the veil which separates a material world

from the world of spirits, which interposes between

time and eternity. Scripture itself, after exausting

every image, every idea of negative and of positive

glory and felicity, as descriptive of *' the kingdom of

heaven," refers us to a future revelation of that glory,'

Paul, " caught up to the third heaven, caught up^

into paradise," admitted to the intercourse of celestial

beings, and sent back to earth, finds himself incapa-

ble of describing the heavenly vision. The words

which he heard were unspeakable, w hich it is not law-

ful, which it is not possible for a man to utter. In

this blessed, undefined, undescribed state we leave it

:

'* It is written, eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither

have entered into the heart of man, the things which
God hath prepared for them that love him."

The contrast is dreadful :
" But the children of the

kingdom shall be cast out in outer darkness there shall

be weeping and gnashing of teeth." By " the chil-

dren of the kingdom," our Lord undoubtedly means
to denote the posterity of Abraham after the flesh, the

original heirs of the promises, the depositaries of the

covenants, who, with all the advantages of birth, of
education, of a revelation which they acknowledged to

be divine, and of which they made their boast, obsti-

nately rejected the promised Messiah, to whom all

their prophets give witness ; who, valuing themselves

upon, and vainly resting in, a mere natural descent

from illustrious ancestors, without inheriting a particle

of their spirit, wilfully excluded themselves from the

kingdom of heaven. Their means of knowledge, their

VOL. IV. 2 T
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peculiar privileges were a horrid aggravation of their

guilt, and a full justification of their tremendous pun-
ishment. The blessedness of the righteous, in the

heavenly world, is, in the preceeding verse, represent-

ed under the well-known and familiar image of the

banquet, or marriage feast, and various passages of the

gospel history throw light upon the allusion, particu-

larly the parable of the ten virgins. Those solemnities

>vere usually celebrated in the night season. The
apartmencs destined to the entertainment of the guests

were superbly illuminated. The bridegroom and his

train came to the banqueting house in magnificent pro-

(^ession, by lamps or torch light. The invited guests

were admitted through the wicket, to prevent pro-

miscuous intrusion. As soon as the nuptial band had
entered the doors were shut. The careless and the

tardy were of course excluded, and no after expostula-

tion or entreaty could procure admittance ; they were
left in outer darkness, rendered more hideous by com-
parison with the splendor which reigned within ; left,

in the cold and damps of the night, to their own bitter

reflections, dreadfully aggravated by the idea of a feli-

city to them forever inaccessible. By a representation

so powerfully impressive, so easily understood, so aw-
fully alarming, were the elders of the Jews admonish-

ed of the guilt, danger and misery of rejecting the

counsel of God against themselves, of refusing the tes-

timony which God had given to his Son Christ Jesus.

After this very solemn digression, Jesus returns to

the subject which had given rise to it, the servant's

malady, and the master's marvellous faith. He be-

stows a present reward on the one, by instantly reliev-

ing the other. " And Jesus said unto the centurion,

go thy way ; and as thou hast believed, so be it done
unto thee. And his servant was healed in the self-

same hour." Here the Saviour condescends to be dic^

tated to. He yields to the prayer of a faith so very ex-

traordinary, he proceeds no farther on his way to the
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centurion's house. The petition runs, " speak the

word only, and my servant shall be healed ;" he speaks

the word, he wills the cure, and virtue goes out of

him to perform it.

Neither of the evangelists pursue the history of the

centurion farther. But we have every thing to hope,

every thing to believe of a man who so eminently dis-

tinguished himself as an excellent soldier, a kind mas.

ter, a moderate ruler, a pious worshipper of God, and

an humble but firm believer in Jesus Christ. In his

history the christian world has to boast of another of

the triumphs of the captain of salvation, of another

successful invasion of Satan's kingdom, of another dis-

play of divine perfection in the person of Jesus Christ.

It is not unworthy of remark that various persons of

the same rank and profession, that of centurion, stand

with high marks of approbation on the sacred page.

Next to this most respectable character, we find ano-

ther employed on a very trying occasion. He, with

the company under his command, was appointed to

see the sentence of crucifixion executed, for soldiers

are put upon many a painful service, and he was not

an unconcerned spectator of that awful scene. " Now
when the centurion, ' and they that were with him
watching Jesus, saw the earthquake and those things

that were done, they feared greatly, saying, truly this

was the Son of God." The name ofCornelius of Cc-
sarea, the centurion of the Italian band, is renowned
in all the churches of Christ, as " a devout man, and
one that feared God with all his house, 'which gave
much alms to the people, and prayed to God alway."

He is farther honourably reported by those of his own
household, as " a just man, and of good report among
all the nation of the Jews." The centurion who had
charge of Paul and the other prisoners, on the disas-

trous voyage which terminated in shipwreck on the

island of Melita, paid singular attention to the apos-

tle, followed his advice, and spared the rest of the
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prisoners that he might preserve Paurs life. And up-
on their arrival at Rome, when this generous officer

delivered over the rest of his charge to the captain of

the guard, he had sufficient credit and ability to ex-

press his friendship for our apostle, by procuring for

him a greater enlargement of liberty :
" Paul was suf-

fered to dwell bv himself with a soldier that kept

him.''

From this interesting story let us learn,

1. To despise no man's person, feelings, opinions,

profession or country. His person is what God made
it, and he mi.kes nothing that is in itself contemptible.

You are bound in equity to respect the feelings of ano-

ther, for you wish that your own should not be hand-

led rudely. It ill becomes one who has himself form-

ed so many erroneous opinions, and veered about so

frequently with the flitting gale, to prescribe a stand-

ard of opinion to other men. Unless a profession be

radically, and in its own nature sinful, those who fol-

low it ought not to be condemned in the lump : if it

expose to peculiar temptations to act amiss, he who
resists the temptation and overcomes himself is the

more estimable. Over the place of his birth a man
had no more power than over the height of his stature

or the color of his skin. It is an object of neither

praise nor blame. The apostle Peter received a severe

and just rebuke on this head, by a vision from heaven.

He was prepared, and he needed to be prepared, for

the exercise of his ministry at Cesarea, and to the fa-

mily and friends of this excellent Roman centurion al-

ready mentioned, and whom his Jewish pride had
taught him to hold in contempt, by a thrice repeated

mandate which he dared not to disobey :
*' What God

hath cleansed, that call not thou common." Let

us consider it as addressed to ourselves. " Why dost

thou judge thy brother "? or why dost thou set at nought
thy brother ? for we shall not stand before the judg-

ment-seat of Chiiiit."
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2. The fearful doom denounced against unbelieving

Jews ought to operate as a warning to still more high-

ly privileged christians, lest any man " fall after the

same example of unbelief." " For if the word spo-

ken by angels was stedfast, and every transgression

and disobedience received a just recompence of re-

ward ; how shall we escape if we neglect so great sal-

vation ; which at the first began to be spoken by the

Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard

him." We sometimes express contempt for the Pagan
world sometimes affect to pity the blinded nations, and

without hesitation presume to pass a sentence of final

condemnation upon them. The unhappy tribes of Af-

rica, in particular, Christian Europe calmly reduces

to the condition of beasts of burthen in this world,

with hardly an effort to ameliorate in the next. And
yet they are men, they possess many virtues which
ought to put their tyrants to the blush, and which will

one day rise up in judgment against them. We des-

pise the miserable Jews, and stigmatize them as infi-

dels, as if all those who bear the name of Christ actu-

ally believed in him. " Boast not against the broken-

off branches ;"... .thou wilt say, the ''branches were
broken off", that I might be grafted in. Well ; be-

cause of unbelief, they were broken off", and thou
standest by faith. Be not high-minded, but fear : for

if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest

he also spare not thee." 1 conclude with the solemn
denunciation of Christ himself respecting the men of
his generation, and which is still in equal force. *'The
men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this gene-
ration and shall condemn it : because they repented at

the preaching of Jonas ; and, behold, a greater than
Jonas is here. The queen of the south shall rise up in

judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it

:

for she came from the uttermost parts of the earth to

liear the wisdom of Solomon ; and, behold, a greater
than Solomon is here." ".
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AJter these things Jesus ivejit over the »ea of Galilee

^

zvhich is the sea of Tiberias. And a great muUi-^

tude followed him, because they saw the miracles

zvhich he did on them that zvere diseased. And Je-

sus ivent up into a vwuntain, and there he sat with

his disciples. And the passover, afeast of the Jews,

zvas nigh* When Jesus then lifted up his eyes^ and
saw a great company come unto him, he saith unto

Philips Whence shall xve buy bread, that these may
eat ? (and this he said to prove him : for he him-

selfknew zvhat he zoould do.) Philip answered him,

izvo hundred pennyivorth of bread is not sufficient

for them, that every one of them may take a little.

One of his disciples, Andreiv, Simon Peter'^s bro-

ther, saith unto him, there is a ladliere which hath

Jive barley loaves, and two small,fishes, but zvhat are

they among so many ? And Jesus said, make the

men sit down, Now there was much grass in the

place. So the men sat down in liumber about five

thousand. And Jesus look the loaves j and when he

had given thanks he distributed to the disciples, a?id

the disciples to them that zvere'set down ; and like-

xvise of thefishes as much as they zvould. When
they werefilled, he said unto his disciples, gather

up thefragments that remain, that nothing be lost.

Therefore they gathered them together, and filled

tzvelve baskets zvith thefragments of thefive barley

loaves, zvhich remained over and above u7ito them
that had eaten. Then those men, zvhen they had
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seen the miracle that Jesus did, said. This is of a
truth that prophet that should come into the zoorld. . .

,

John vi. 1...14,

THE course of nature is a standing miracle. To
be an atheist is to cease from being a man. To

think of arguing with such a one is to undertake a la-

bor as fruitless as attempting to reason the lunatic in-

to a sound mind. A case like this ought to excite no
emotion but compassion, mixed with gratitude to God
that he has not reduced us to a condition so deplora-

ble. Refinement in reasoning is, in general, both un-

profitable and inconclusive. The man of plain com-
mon sense may advantageously observe and devoutly

acknowledge the wisdom and goodness of the Great
Supreme in the regular ebbing and flowing of the tide,

though he cannot trace the process of the sun's action

on the waters of the ocean ; or of the wind, in convey-

ing the fluid to the mountain's top ; or of gravity, send-

ing it down to water the plains beneath ; or the sup-

posed influence of the moon, or of the melting of the

polar ices, producing an alternate and regular flux and
reflux on our shores, or in our rivers. Of what im-
portance is the theory of vegetation, compared to the

simple but valuable labor and experience of the gard-

ner and husbandman ? The same observation applies

to the religion of the gospel. Here the learned have
no advantage whatever over the illiterate. It consists

of a few plain, unadorned facts, authenticated by the

testimony of a cloud of unsuspected witnesses ; of a

few simple, practical truths, level to the most ordinary

capacity ; and of a few precepts of self-evident impor-
tance, which it highly concerns every man to observe.

Should it be alledged that these are blended with things

hard to be understood, it is admitted. And here again

the wise and prudent have no superiority over the vul-

gar, but both meet the God of grace as well as the
God of nature exercising his divine prerogative, in
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ministering to the necessities, while he checks the

pride and presumption of man.
The miracles of our blessed Lord which have hith-,

erto passed in review, had a more limited object.

Their design was to relieve individual, or domestic

distress ; they were an appeal, public indeed, to the

understanding and senses of all who witnessed them,

but slightly felt, imperfectly understood, and little

improved, except by the parties more immediately in-

terested in them. They were granted to importunity,

and as a reward to the prayer of faith. That which

is the subject of the passage now read, embraces a

much wider range than any of these, and is the spon-

taneous effusion of his own divine benevolence and
compassion. Ten thousand persons, at a moderate
calculation, were at once the witnesses and the sub-

jects of the miracle, and in a case wherein it was im-

possible they should be mistaken, for they had every

sense, every faculty exercised in .ascertaining the

truth. And here he v^aits not, as in other cases, till

the cry of misery reaches his ear, but advances to

meet it, to prevent it ; he outruns expectation, and
has a supply in readiness, before the pressure of want
is felt.

The duration df Christ's public ministry, from his

baptism to his passion, has been calculated from the

number of passovers which he frequented. This, as

may be supposed, has occasioned considerable variety

of opinion. The attentive reader will probably adopt

tliat of our illustrious countryman. Sir Isaac Newton,
who reckons five of these annual festivals within the

period. The first, that recorded in the 2a chapter of

St. John's gospel, at which he purged the temple, pre-

dicted his own death and resurrection, and performed

sundry miracles. The second, according to that

chronologist, took place a few months after our Lord's

conversation with the woman of Samaria, which he

founds on that text, John iv. 35, " Say not ye, there
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are yet four months, and then cometh harvest ? behold,

I say unto you, lift up you eyes, and look on the

fields ; for they are white already to harvest." The
third, a few days prior to the Sabbath on which the

disciples walked out into the fields, and plucked the

ears of corn, when he cured the impotent man at the

pool of Bethsiada. The fourth, that which was now-

approaching at the ?^ra of this miracle ; and the fifth,

that at which he suffered. The people were now
therefore fiocking from all parts of Galilee, on their

way to Jerusalem to keep the passover : and this ac-

counts for the very extraordinary number who at this

time attended his preaching and miracles.

" After these things," says John. The other three

evangelists connect this scene, in respect of time,

with a most memorable event in the history of Christi-

anity, the decapitation of John Baptist in the prison.

When the-se melancholy tidings were told to Jesus,

Matthew informs us, that " he departed thence by
ship into a desert place apart : and when the people

had heard thereof they followed him on foot out of

the cities. And Jesus went forth, and saw a great

multitude, and was moved with compassion toward

them, and he healed their sick ;'' and then immedi-
ately follows the miracle of feeding the multitude, re-

corded with exactly the same circumstances in all the

four evangelists. Mark affixes an additional date. It

was at the time when the disciples returned from the

execution of their first commission, with an account

of their success :
" And the apostles gathered them-

selves together unto Jesus, and told him all things,

both what they had done, and what they had taught."

On this JesLis proposed a temporary retirement from
the public eye, for the conveniency of private conver-

sation, of repose, and of the necessary refreshment of

the body :
" And he said unto them, come ye your-

selves apart into a desert place, and rest a while : for

VOL. IV. 2 u
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there were many coming and going, and they had no
leisure so much as to eat. And they departed into a

desert place by ship privately;" and this, as before,

prepared for the miracle of the loaves and fishes. The
self-same circumstances are minutely narrated in

Luke's gospel. These mark the precise epoch when
Christ went over the sea of Galilee, and retired with

the twelve to a mountain in the desert of Bethsaida.

But though he went by water, to escape for a season

the multitudes which thronged after him, the place of
his destination is discovered, and thousands, filled with

impatience, admiration, gratitude, hope, outstrip the

speed of the vessel, by a circuitous journey along the

shore of the lake. Their motives were various. The
powerful principle of curiosity attracted many. A
thirst of the word of life impelled others. " A great

multitude followed him, because they saw the mira-

cles which he did on them that were diseased,'' and
many had themselves " need of healing." An affect-

ing view is exiiibited of Christ's benevolent character.

'As from the elevation of the mountain he beheld the

people pressing forward by thousands to the spot

where he was, all thoughts of food, of rest, of accom-
modation lost in an appetite more dignified and pure,

his bowels melted :
" And Jesus, when he came out,

saw much people, and was moved with compassion
toward them, because they were as sheep not having

a shepherd : and he began to teach them many things."

The sight of a great assembly of men, women and
children must ever create a lively interest in every bo-

som alive to the feelings of humanity. The view of

his mighty host melted Xerxes into tears, merely from
reflection on their natural mortality. What then are

the *' bowels and mercies" of the compassionate

friend of mankind, on surveying innumerable myriads
ready to perish everlastingly for lack of knowledge,
dying in their sins ! He feels even for their bodily

wants, which, in the ardor of their spirits, they seem
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to have themselves forgotten, and a supply is provided

before the cravings of nature have found out that it

was necessary. And thus a gracious Providence, in

things both temporal and spiritual, outruns not only

the supplications of the miserable, but their very hopes

and desires.

" The day began to wear away," they were in a de-

sert place, the multitude was prodigiously increased,

they had fasted long, no provision of either victuals or

lodging had been made, and the adjacent villages

promised but a slender accommodation of either, even

had there been money to 'purchase them. A case of

truly aggravated distress ! The forethought and sym-
pathy of the disciples went no farther than to suggest
the propriety of an immediate dismission of the assem-
bly, while sufficient light remained to procure what
was needful for exhausted nature. "When the day
began to wear away then came the twelve, and said

unto him, send the multitude away, that they may go
into the towns and country round about, and lodge,

and get victuals : for we are here in a desert place."

But their gracious master looked much farther, and
felt more tenderly. He addresses himself particular!}'

to Philip, who was of the city of Bethsaida, and might
be supposed to know the state of the country, and how
much it could produce in an emergency of this kind,

on the supposition that their stock of money was equal

to the demand :
" he saith unto Philip, Whence shall

we buy bread that these may eat?" Why the appeal

was personally made to Philip, may be accounted for

from some peculiarity in that disciple's character. He
appears to have been one of those who slowly, suspi-

ciously, reluctantly admitted the evidence of their

master's divine mission ; for we find him, long after

this, discovering a diffident, scrupulous, incredulous

disposition ; and his kind master administering a just

and seasonable rebuke :
" Philip saith unto him, Lord,

shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us. Jesus saith
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unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet

hast thou not known me, Philip ? he that hath seen

me hath seen the Father ; and how sayest thou, then,

shew us the Father ?" Thus was it needful that the

witnesses of the truth to others should have their own
doubts completely removed. And thus. He, who
knew what was in man, will bring out of the man him-
self what is in him ; not w iih the insidious design of

deceiving and exposing him, as men often act by each
other, but of making him feel his own weight ; of en-

abling him to form a just estimate of his wisdom and
strength ; of affctrding him a fresh and irresistible proof
of his master's supreme power, and divine intelligence,
*' This he said to prove him : for he knew what he
would do.'*

We have here a most sublime representation of the

Redeemer's foreknowledge of the natural reasonings

of the human m.ind, and of the existence and effect of
second causes. That a thousand persons of as many
different inclinations, pursuing as many different in-

terests, with as many diflerent capacities, should be
brought to one point, should co-operate in promoting
the same purpose, should, unknown to each other,

involuntarily enter into exactly one and the same pur-

suit, is not to be explained on the common principles

of human sagacity, and can proceed only " from the

Lord of hosts, who is wonderful in counsel and ex-

celknt in uoiking." Philip immediately has recourse

to arithmetical calculation ; he estimates the multitude

at so many, lie examines into the state of their finan-

ces, and linds them deplorably deficient :
" two hun^

dred pennyworth of bread is not sufficient for them,
that every one of them may take a litde." No, the

difficulty was not to be thus resolved. Neither was the

matter much mended to hum.an apprehension, when
Andrew, Simon's brother, brought information that

there was a lad present who had five barley loaves and
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two small fishes to dispose of. He himself sets no
great store by his intelligence ; a single loaf to a thou-

sand men appeared to him, a mere nothing, an aggra-

vation rather than an alleviation of the distress :
" but

what," says he despondingly, "are they among so

many ?" The case is thus brought to an extreme

point. Five thousand men, besides a multitude of

women and children, probably to an equal, if not a

greater number, feel the pressure of hunger, and of

no one of our natural appetites aro we more acutely

sensible than of this ; every one of this myriad, there-

fore, down to the youngest child, was a distinct and a

competent witness upon the occasion, of the individual

and of the general calamity, and of the total want of

an adequate supply. Providence thus frequently per-

mits things to come to the very verge of woe, that man
may feel his own weakness and insufficiency, feel his

entire dependance, and learn to acknowledge and to

adore the seasonable interposition of heaven ; that God
may be seen as " our refuge and our strength, a very

present help in trouble."

As if every preparation of human sagacity had been
made, Jesus, with dignified composure, commands,
paying, " Make the men sit down." The attention

and sympathy of Christ are observable in minute cir-

cumstances. His guests had passed a day of uncom-
mon fatigue ; they were now overtaken with two great

infirmities, want of food and want of rest. A stand-

ing meal, weary as they were, would have been an
unspeakable benefit ; or to have stretched out their

exhausted limbs to repose, even with a slender provi-

sion, for " the sleep of a laboring man is sweet,
whether he eat little or much." He who careth for

oxen, who feedeth the raven, who sustaineth the spar-

row on the wing, *' shall he not much more" hear the

cry of human wretchedness ? Both the precious gifts of
bread and rest arc bestowed at once, and both unhop-
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ed for, both unasked. *' Make the men sit down :" and it

is remarked, "Now there was much grass in the place."

What a delicious assemblage of natural and interesting

beauties ! It was the still evening of a day in spring

;

the fragrant fertile earth had spread an ample carpet, at

once delightful to behold, pleasant to the smell, and
softened to the pressure of the faint. Twenty thou-

sand eyes are turned in silent expectation to their com-
mon friend and benefactor. The very order of their

arrangement embellishes the scene, and the subdivi-

sions and straight lines of art set off the majestic irre-

gularity of nature : a hundred rows of fifty men each.

What, compared to this, was the royal " feast which
the king Ahasuerus made unto all his princes, and his

servants ; the power of Persia and Media, the nobles

and princes of the provinces !'' What, compared to

this, was the great, but impious feast, which " Bel-

shazzar the king made to a thousand of his lords !'*

These noisy and profane revels were quickly disturb-

ed, and issued in sorrow. What a different spectacle

did the mountain in the desert of Bethsaida present

!

All is calmness and harmony, all is peace and py.
The great master of tlie feast surveys his vast family

with complacency and delight ! they behold in him
their condescending teacher, their merciful physician,

their liberal provider, their almighty Lord, in whom
all fulness was pleased to dwell.

'•' And Jesus took the loaves." He miraculously

supported his own body for forty days in the wilder-

ness, w ilhout eating or drinking ; and the same divine

pov/er could undoubtedly have refreshed and sustained

this great multitude, for a night, without bread, as

easily as by supernatural multiplication of it. But
this would have been less sensible and convincing ;

and natural vigor of constitution might have been sup-

posed equal to the load. In the method of relief

which our Lord was pleased to employ, every mart
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had the witness within himself, and could bear a clear

tesiinuay concerning all around him, that not the

powers of nature, but the God of grace had minister-

ed to their common necessities. '* And, when he
had given thanks :" two different words are employ-

ed by the evangelists to describe this action of our Sa-

viour. The first three say, " he blessed" the loaves,

pronounced upon them a solemn and powerful bene-

diction, in virtue of which they became prolific, and
multiplied far beyond the extent of the demand. Our
evangelist represents him as " giving thanks," ascrib-

ing to God his heavenly Father the glory of every gift

of an indulgent Providence, whether bestowed in the

order of natural increase, or produced by an extraor-

dinary interposition. The form of words, employed
by Christ on this occasion, most probably blended
both ideas, as indeed they cannot be easily separated.

To give thanks for what God has given is a devout
acknowledgment of dependance upon him, a tacit ex-
pression of hope in his goodness for the time to come,
and the most likely means of increasing our store. He
acted as the great pattern of his disciples, teaching

them in difficulty to look up to heaven for direction

and assistance, to improve the blessings of Providence
by referring them to their great Author, and to cast

every future care on him who hath helped hitherto.

Man cannot pronounce a benediction capable of com-
municating efficacious virtue, but, what is equivalent

to it, he can " in every thing, by prayer and suppli-

cation with thanksgiving, let his request be made
known unto God :'' and time employed in devotion is

not loss, but unspeakably great gain.
*' He distributed to the disciples and the disciples to.

them that were set down : and likewise of the fishes

as much as they would." The fare was ordinary,

barley bread and dried fish. " The full soul loatheth

an honey-comb ; but to the hungry every bitter thing

is sweet." Mark, the quality of the food is not
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changed, the quantity only is increased, for tlie object

of the miracle was not to pamper luxury, but to satisfy

hunger. The disciples had nothing to give but what
they first received. And what must have been their

astonishment, their satisfaction, as they walked from
rank to rank, to behold the food not diminish, but
multiply to the mouth of the eater ! No muimuring
could arise on account of a partial distribution, for all

had enough and to spare. No doubt could arise re-

specting the fountain of supply, for every ear heard
the gracious words which proceeded out of his mouth ;

every eye beheld his face lifted up to heaven, and his

hands extended to diffuse plenty. The body and
the mind were refreshed together, with food conveni-
ent for them. Thus seasonable, thus suitable, thus
satisfying are the good and perfect gifts which come
down immediately from the Father of lights. The
self-same miracle, my friends, is repeated day by day,
through a different process, and we observe it not,

we feel it not. An unseen hand *' causeth the grass
to grow for the cattle, and herb for the service of
man :" it " bringeth forth food out of the earth ; and
wine that maketh glad the heart of man, and oil to

make his face to shine, and bread which strengtheneth

man's heart." " O that man would praise the Lord
for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the

children of men !"

" When they were filled, he -said nnto his disci-

ples, gather up the fragments that remain, that noth-

ing be lost." There is a criminal forethought about
to-morrow which the gospel condemns, because it

implies distrust of the care, wisdom and goodness of
Providence, and because it mars the enjoyment, and
encroaches upon the duties of to-day. But there is

likewise a prudent and pious forethought, which both

reason and religion highly approve and powerfully re-

commend, because it is the co-opera^tion of human sa-

gacity with the benignity of Providence ; and the hap-
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piest and most honourable condition of man is exer-

tion, as if no supernatural aid were to be expected,

and reliance on God, as if human efforts amounted to

nothing. " Gather up the fragments ;" was the com-
mand of him who had the power of multiplying with-

out end, but who would lay himself under no obliga-

tion to exert a miraculous energy to repair the profu-

sion, or supply the negligence of thoughtless man.
What occasions the present dearth of every necessary

of life ? Not the unkindness of heaven, for the earth

has yielded her increase, and our garners are full ; but
cruel oppression on the one hand, and abominable
waste on the other. The precious fruits of the ground
are, contrary to nature, hoarded up in expectation of
glutting avarice with a higher return, till they corrupt;

or they are vilely cast away by the minions of opulence

and grandeur, who care not what they destroy, because

the master's fortune is able to support the expendi-

ture. It is one, and not the least of the evils of war,

that of the provision necessary to the maintenance of

fleets and armies, one half at least goes to loss, through

dishonesty, carelessness, and wilful prodigality. This
profusion is often found in company with a hard and
stony heart. It appears to have constituted great part

of the criminality of the rich man in the Gospel. He
*' was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sump-
tuously every day." But this was not in itself sinful,

nor is it charged upon him as guilt. The offal of his

table was not wisely used. While detestable luxury-

reigned within doors, the cry of misery at the gate

was disregarded. The beggar Lazarus desired, but
desired in vain, *' to be fed with the crumbs which
fell from the rich man's table." It is in every man's
power to reduce the price of provisions. Let him
purchase no more than what is needful, and let him be
careful to look after the fragments which remain. The
opulent man is responsible for the inhumanity, the

VOL. IV. 2 X
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extravagance, the criminal neglect of his domestics,

and to no purpose does he exclaim against the rapacity

of combinations to engross and enhance, while he is

fostering the mischief by the wretched economy of his

own household. " Let nothing be lost" is the economy
of nature, the maxim of true wisdom, and a precept

of Christianity.

" Therefore they gathered them together, and filled

twelve baskets with the fragments of the five barley

loaves, which remained over and above unto them
that had eaten. Thus the miracle was complete :

ample provision was made for the moment, and a

lesson of prudence given for all generations. The
bodies of thousands were refreshed by homely but
wholesome food, and the sacred impress of divine

truth was applied to the human heart. Thus transitory

things are rendered permanent, and provision made
for supporting the body is converted into food for

the immortal soul.

The conviction produced was perfectly natural, and
it operated uniformly on the minds of the whole assem-

bly :
" Then those men, when they had seen the mira-

cle that Jesus did, said, this is of a truth that Prophet

that should come into the world." There was there-

fore, it is evident, a generally prevailing expectation

of the appearance of the august personage whom the

prophets had announced ; and what proof of a divine

mission more illustrious could be displayed, than that

which had just reached the understanding through all

the avenues of sense? But it is truly humbling to ob-

serve the perpetual intrusion of a worldly spirit.

That prophet whom all ranks looked unto and waited

for, all ranks thought proper to invest with temporal

power and splendor. The idea of raising him to

kingly supremacy is immediately entertained. What
quality could a prince possess that led more certainly

to success than that of subsisting his armies, without

the expence and incumbrance of magazines ? Under
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this impulse the multitude are disposed instantly to

rear his standard, and to enlist in his service. And
when a man faithfully examines himself, he will find

that the world, in some form or another, is lurk-

ing in his heart. He will find time, and sense, and
self blending with his purest, roost generous, most
exalted views, and directing his most seemingly dis-

interested exertions. Jesus demontrates that he is

much more than a king, by withdrawing from popular

applause and proffered royalty. " When he perceived

that they would come and take him by force, to make
him a king, he departed again into a mountain himself

alone." He meets and relieves their real necessities,

but retires from their projects of power and ambition.

To the demand of Pilate, " Art thou the king of the

Jews ?" this was his modest reply :
" My kingdom is

not of tliis world. If my kingdom were of this world,

then would my servants fight, that I should not be de-

livered to the Jews : but now is my kingdom not from

hence."
We conclude with a few practical reflections.

1. The lav/ of man's nature is a stated religious

monitor to him. • Every day he hungers, he thirsts,

he waxes faint, he must lie down and go to sleep. He
is as often admonished of his frailty, of his depen-

dance, of his obligations. Let the animal functions

be ever so little deranged or suspended, and the whole
man, spirit as well as body, pines and languishes.

An eye which never slumbers nor sleeps watches him
by night and by day. An unseen hand spreads his

board, fills his cup, feedeth him with food convenient

for him. A careless spirit overlooks common mercies,

lightly esteems them, wastes, perverts, abuses them.

And where the hand of God is not seen, felt and ac-

knowledged, there can be no enjoyment superior to

that which the beasts of the field have in common with

the rational creation. The devout spirit refers all to

Deity, and thereby a relish is communicated to the
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simplest and most ordinary things. *' A dinner of
herbs where love is, a dry morsel, and quietness

therewith," far exceed the luxury of the *' stalled

ox," and of " a house full of sacrifices." Herein the

poor have infinitely the superiority over the rich and
great. Hunger seasons the poor man's food, thirst

sv/eetens his cup, labor softens his couch. He be-

holds his daily supply coming from the bounty of a

Father in heaven, he gives God thanks. Thus medi-

tates the Psalmist in contemplating the providential

care exercised over all creatures, especially those of

the human race: *' Man goeth forth unto his work,

and to his labor, until the evening. O Lord, how
manifold are thy works ! in wisdom hast thou made
them all : the earth is full of thy riches : So is this

great and wide sea, wherein are things creeping innu-

merable, both small and great beasts. There go the

ships ; there is that leviathan, whom thou hast made
to play therein. These wait all upon thee, that thou

inayest give them their meat in due season. That
thou givest them they gather : thou openest thine hand,

they are filled with good. Thou hidestthy face, they

are troubled : thou takest away their breath, they die

and return to their dust. Thou sendest forth thy spi-

rit, they are created ; and thau renewest the face of

the earth. The glory of the Lord shall endure for

ever : the Lord shall rejoice in his works." Thus is

the eye of man, from day to day, alternately directed

to the ground out of which he himself was taken, to

behold the support of his life likewise springing up
out of it, and to heaven, toward *' the Father of

lights," for, " every good gift, and every perfect gift

is from above." God, in his great mercy, has not en-

trusted to human reason the preservation of the body,

but constantly warns him by an animal instinct of

what his frame requires, and renders that savoury to

sense which he knows to be necessary to life ; and
thus pleasure and duty, as they ever ought, go hand
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in hand. " O that men would praise the Lord for his

goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children

of men ; for he satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth

the hungry soul with goodness.*'

2. If God is pleased to humble man, and to suffer

him to hunger, it is to " make him know that man
doth not live by bread only, but by every word that

proceedeth out of the mouth of the Lord doth man
live." In the animal part of his nature he is reduced

to the level of the beasts that perish ; in his spirit he

rises to the rank of angels, he draws supplies immedi-
ately from the Father of spirits, he feeds on immortal

food, he drinks of the " pure river of water of life,

proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb.'*

The christian, like his divine master, has meat to eat

which.the world knows not of. " My meat," says he,
*' is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish

his work :" and, speaking of his doctrine, in contrast

to the support and refreshment of the natural life,

*' Whosoever drinketh of this water.shall thirst again :

but whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give

him shall never thirst ; but the water that I shall give

him shall be in him a well of water springing up into

everlasting life ;" and again, under the same image of

necessary food ;
" My father giveth you the true bread

from heaven. For the bread of God is he which com-
eth down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world.

And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life : he

that Cometh to me shall never hunger ; and he that be-

lieveth on me shall never thirst." *' Blessed are they

w hich do hunger and thirst after righteousness : for

they shall be filled." " For the kingdom of God is

not meat and drink ; but righteousness, and peace, and
joy in the Holy Ghost." The believer's feast is thus

described by one vv ho was a liberal partaker of it

:

" Being jiistified by fliith, we have peace ^v'ith God,
through our Lord Jesus Christ : by whom also we
have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand.
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and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. And not

only so, but we glory in tribulations also : knowing
that tribulation worketh patience ; and patience, ex-

perience ; and experience, hope ; and hope niaketh

not ashamed ; because the love of God is shed abroad

in our hearts by the Holy Ghost, which is given unto

us;" and in another place, " L know whom I have

believed, and I am persuaded diat he is able to keep
that which I have committed unto him against that

day." " I am now ready to be offered, and the time

of my departure is at hand. I have fought a good
fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith :

henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righte-

ousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall

give me at that day : and not to me only, but unto all

them also that love his appearing."

3. In proportion as this spiritual appetite increases,

attachment to the world will diminish. Nature, says

the proverb, is satisfied with little, and grace with

still less. The disciple of Jesus knows and feels that

he has here no continuing city, and therefore seeks one

to come. He " coveteth no man's silver, or gold, or

apparel." While the rich worldling is pulling down
his barns and building greater, in which to bestow his

fruits and his goods, laying up treasure for himself

without being rich towards God, the follower of Christ

is employed in laying up " treasures in heaven, where

neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves

do not break through nor steal." He desires " a bet-

ter country, that is an heavenly:" he looks for "a
city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker

is God.'* His master has taught him, when he prays,

to say not, " give me much goods to be laid up for

many years," but *' give us this day our daily bread :"

*' my heavenly Father knoweth what things I really

need." He knows that the day of the Lord cometh,
*' in the which the heavens shall pass away with a

great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent
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heat, the earth also, and the works that are there-

in shall be burnt up.'' He, according to the pro-

mise of God, who cannot lie, " looks for new heav-

ens and anew earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness."

Hence he learns '* in whatever state" Providence may
be pleased to put him, " therewith to be content.'*
" 1 know," says Paul, " both how to be abased, and
I know how to abound.: every where, and in all

things, I am instructed, both to be full and to be hun-
gry, both to abound and to sufter need. I can do all

things through Christ which strengtheneth me."
*' Brethren, the time is short, it remaineth, that they

who weep be as they who weep not ; and they that re-

joice, as though they rejoiced not ; and they that buy,
as though they possessed not ; and they that use this

world, as not abusing it : for the fashion of this world
passeth away."

4. Let the ministers of Christ remember that they

are " stewards of the mysteries of God," and that
*' it is required in stewards, that a man be found
faithful." That which they deliver to others, they
themselves received from the Lord. There is one and
the same fare provided for them, and for their fellow

servants, and the provision is at once excellent and
abundant. Every one is entitled to the portion most
suitable to him, and in the proper season. *' New
born babes," in Christ, " desire the sincere milk of
the word, that they may grow thereby." " But strong

meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even
those who, by reason of use, have their senses exer-

cised to discern both good and evil." In various
ways may a steward be found unfaithful to his trust.

He may be negligent, and then the household runs
into confusion and every evil work ; every one does
that which is right in his own eyes, and of consequence
every thing goes wrong. He may withhold what is

due, and the family starves. The food may be im-
properly mixed, andthereby changed into poison, He
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may be injudicious, and the aliment of the healthy and
vigorous is administered to the puny and feeble, while

the delicate nourishment that suits sickliness and im-

becility is presented to maturity and strength. He
may be deliberately wicked, and betray the trust

which he was appointed to guard. As a contrast to

this melancholy picture, turn your eyes to the portrait

of that faithful steward, and able minister of the New
Testament, the apostle of the Gentiles, in the solemn
appeal which he makes to the elders of Ephesus, on
bidding them a final farewel ;

'' Ye know, from the

first day that I came into Asia, after what manner I

have been with you at all seasons, serving the Lord
with all humility of mind, and with many tears and
temptations which befel me by the lying in wait of the

Jews ; and how I kept back nothing that was profita-

ble unto you, but have shewed you, and have taught

you publicly, and from house to house, testifying

both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance

toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.

And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Je-

rusalem, not knowing the things that shall befal me
there : save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every

city, saying, that bonds and afflictions abide me. But
rone of these things move me, neither count I my
life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course

with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of

the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of

God." " I take you to record this day, that I am
pure from the blood of all men ; for I have not shun-
cd to declare unto you the whole counsel of God....

remember, that, by the space of three years, I ceased

not to warn every one night and day with tears....

I

have shewed you all things, how that so laboring ye

ought to support the weak ; and to remember the

words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, it is more
blessed to give than to receive." But there is an ap-

peal still more solemn and aflecting, and in circura-



LECT. XXIII« JESUS CHRIST. 361

Stances infinitely more interesting, that of the chief

Shepherd himself, addressed to his heavenly Father,

in the near prospect ** of his decease which he should

accomplish at Jerusalem." " I have glorified thee on
the earth : I have finished the work which thou gavest

me to do. And now, O Father, glorify thou me
with thine own self, with the glory which I had with
thee before the world was. I have manifested thy

name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the

world ; thine they were, and thou gavest them me

;

and they have kept thy word. Now they have known
that all things, whatsoever thou hast given me, are of
thee: for I have given unto them the words which
thou gavest me : and they have received them, and
have known surely that I came out from thee, and
they have believed that thou didst send me." " Holy
Father, keep through thine own name those whom
thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are."

5. Let not the constant and regular operations of

Deity, in the course of nature and providence be over-

looked. Like the peojile who " did eat of the loaves

and were filled," we take and enjoy the repast, but
discern not the miracle which produced it. Tlie na-

turalist traces the progress of vegetation as an amuse-
ment, as a branch of science. The husbandman
pursues it as his destined occupation, he casts seed into

the ground, leaves it there and goes to sleep, observes

it day after day springing and growing up, he knoweth
not how ; first the blade, then the ear, after that the

full corn in the ear, but liis eye and his heart are all

the while set on the time of putting in the sickle,

when the harvest is come. The eager merchant too

watches the process, as a commercial specula'. ion, as

favorable or unfavorable to his plans of buying, and
selling, and getting gain. With what a different eye

docs a devotional spirit contemplate Deity spreading a

table for every thing that lives ! Tiie christian considers

VQL, IV. 2; V
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the fare upon his own board, whether simple or sump-
tuous, flowing in whatever channel, coming from the

east or from the vvcst, from the south or from the

north, as a supply immediately furnished by the hand
of his heavenly Father, as children's bread, as a fore-

taste of the rich provision of his Father's house above.

This communicates to ordinary things a relish un-
known to the banquets of the luxurious and the proud.

With the five thousand he beholds his God in person
feeding him. He passes from the table which he calls

his own, and at which his divine master sat as a
guest, though invisible, to that which Jesus emphati-

cally calls his, and he finds it replenished " with all

the fulness of God." He eats and is satisfied, he
goes on his way rejoicing, he advances from strength-

to strength, he mounts up as on eagles' wings, he
runs and is not weary, he walks and faints not. Thus
may every one of us in the Zion that is above appear

before God. " The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,

and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Ghost, be with vou all. Amen."

THE END.

ROBERt CRUMBIE, PRIsrsR.
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